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Archive Editions of Hethersett Herald
WELCOME to Hethersett Herald archive editions where we look at the village
in years gone by in an e-magazine format. These archive editions are meant to
complement the Hethersett Herald. We start with news from January 2007.
Eventually we will also be releasing a number of historic annuals looking at
news from over 100 years of village life. We hope that when read together Historic Herald, Archive Herald and Hethersett Herald will build up a full picture of
our village past, present and future.

Praise For Middle School
HETHERSETT Middle School is celebrating a successful OFSTED inspection.
In his report, Government Inspector
John Francis stated that Hethersett
Middle School was “a good school that
offers good value for money.”
The inspection report praised staff and
pupils:
“The pupils enjoy being at school, are
welcoming and very positive about their
learning. Behaviour is good and pupils
report that bullying is rare and quickly
dealt with when it does happen.
“Good teaching, along with a good curriculum and the excellent opportunities
for enrichment found throughout the

school prepares pupils very well for
their future life. The quality of care and
support for pupils is good,” the report
states.
“Across the school, teachers motivate
pupils to attain high standards and
have high expectations of their behaviour and work rate,” the OFSTED report
continues.
The school receives a grading of
“good” in every category – achievement
and standards; personal development
and well-being; teaching and learning;
curriculum and other activities; care,
guidance and support and leadership
and management.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Ofsted Joy for Hethersett School
(Continued from front page)

The report states that pupils are well
cared for and relationships within the
school are good:

It is rated as outstanding in providing a
healthy lifestyle for its pupils and developing skills in the children that will con- “The good relationships established
tribute to their future well being.
between staff, parents and governors
encourage all to play an active role in
There is also a special mention for the
the school’s work.”
interest pupils show in the community:
“Pupils have a good awareness of the
Head Teacher Andy Whittle welcomed
community, learn to care about others the report and paid tribute to the efforts
and raise money for good causes.”
of staff:
The report also highlights the breadth
of the curriculum: “The good curriculum
is enhanced by an exceptional range of
enrichment activities. These include
additional sporting and creative activities, such as swimming, pottery and a
writers’ workshop.”

“Our successful report is due to the
effort which all staff, children and parents put into ensuring our school creates a happy, stimulating and challenging environment with high expectations,” he said.

_______________________________________________________________________

New Year’s Honour For Sue
Sue Wade, who is a teaching assistant at Hethersett High School,
has been made an MBE in the New Year's Honours List for her outstanding contribution to school life over the past 13 years.

It is the second honour for Mrs Wade who was also commended in
the East of England BAFTAs (Brilliant and Fantastic Teaching
Awards). At the time the then Head Teacher Marion Chapman was
reported as saying
"She gives everything she possibly can to the school. There is no
job description which covers what she does and no pay which covers it. She is just involved in so many things."
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One of the Best Pantos Yet
_______________________________________________________________

Peter Steward Reviews the latest village panto
_______________________________________________________________
Thirty seven years ago
pantomime became a traditional part of the Hethersett
year.

This year’s village offering
of Jack and the Beanstalk
is surely the best yet.
Hethersett Pantomime
Group has managed to mix
superb sets and costumes
with both the traditional
and futuristic for their 38th
production.
The latest offering transcends traditional panto. All the fun, slapstick and comedy are still there but parts of the show lean more towards musical theatre than
pantomime. This all mixes together to give a wonderful variety show full of pace
and colour and a long way from the inaugural production way back in 1970.
This year writer and producer Duncan Pigg and Director Sarah Wright have
pulled out all the stops to produce both a surreal and wacky off the wall product.
The group combines better than ever with some very strong performances
throughout the cast.
Lloyd Parfitt is the quintessential chirpy chappy once again in his role as Simple
Simon (who turns out to be a lot wiser than his name suggests). Lloyd has the
ability to melt the audience with his ad libs and personality.
The part of Jack is played with great charm by Rachel Woodier and, as with virtually every year, much of the laughter is injected by two Hethersett Pantomime
veterans in Neville Greenhalgh as Widow Lovejoy and Barry Foster as Lord Hardup. Both have the ability to inter-act with the audience throughout the show and
Widow Lovejoy’s costumes get more expansive as the evening progresses.
Flip and Flop (Lewis Cook and Steve Bussey) inject Norfolk humour and Bonnie
Wood and Rebecca Molloy are delightful as Roxy and the Good Fairy. One of
the stars of the show is the mechanical Giant Grindbones who looks menacing
enough without being truly frightening.
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It may sound implausible but somehow the group manage to blend the traditional
Jack story into the futuristic setting of Satell City with its robots, Daleks and even
Dr Who, the latter played admirably by David Reynolds.
Colin Wilson’s scenery has to be seen to be believed. He mixes village green
scenes with stunning futuristic landscapes and the science fiction backdrop that
opens the second half brought gasps of appreciation and a spontaneous round
of applause from the audience.
Much of the vaudeville aspect of the panto comes in the form of early scenes
centred around a jazz festival which gives the producer and director the opportunity to celebrate their love of the musical genre. Far from detracting from the
overall plot, the jazz festival element adds to the overall feel of a fine evening’s
entertainment. It gives Sue Tuckwood the opportunity to weave in a jazz solo
that suits her voice beautifully.
Mention should also go to the five
piece orchestra under the direction of
local GP Tony Press.
Those involved will be hard pressed
to top this production next year.
Each year the production raises money for good causes and a collection
was made at the end of every show,
Archive Herald ……………………………………………4……………….………………….January 2007

this year for the East Anglian Air Ambulance. Since 1970 over £49,000 has been
donated from pantomime profits and bucket collections to various organisations
and charities.
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Sporting Aid For Africa
Orphans at a children’s home in Kenya will soon be able to play football thanks
to donations from two Hethersett sports clubs.
Hethersett Athletic Football Club and Hethersett Hawks Cycle Speedway Club
have sent unwanted shirts, shorts and socks to the Divine Providence Children’s Home in Kakamega, Kenya.
The home looks after abandoned children and currently has 80 orphans ranging in age from babies to 16-year-olds.
The clubs became aware of the orphanage through Sue Buffin who lives in
Little Melton. Sue is involved with both clubs and her twin sons – Liam and Adam – have together played over 250 games for Hethersett Athletic and are currently regulars in the Under-15 team.
Sue heard through a friend that a British health worker in Kenya was appealing
for toys and other items for the home. The response was a collection of unwanted kit which Sue augmented by donating 20 footballs with the word Norwich on them.
“It’s nice to be able to do something, however small, to help these children who
have very little,” Sue said.

Sue has already been in contact with the home and has a long letter in response from Kenya. The clubs are hoping to keep in touch with the home and
receive photographs of the youngsters with their new gifts.

Hethersett Herald
Hethersett Herald is a monthly publication looking at all aspects of village life
with news, features and comment. It is put together entirely by volunteers and is
an independent publication with no allegiance to any political or religious group.
Hethersett Herald is published around the first of each month on
www.hethersettherald.weebly.com.
Hethersett Archive is part of the Hethersett Herald group of publications and uses material written about the village in the past, presented as if it is happening
now.
Hethersett History will be an e-magazine looking at specific years in the past.
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Temporary Closure of Parish Church
St Remigius Parish Church will be closed for the next three months
whilst internal improvement work is carried out under the CHUDARA
(Church Development and Renovation Appeal) scheme.
During this time, church services will take place at various other venues
in the village.
The 8 a.m Sunday Holy Communion and 6 p.m Sunday evening services
will take place in Hethersett Church Hall. This will also be the venue for
the Monday morning Prayer service and the Wednesday morning Holy
Communion service.
The Sunday 10.30 a.m service will be held in Hethersett Middle School
in January and Hethersett Old Hall School Barn in February and March.
Finally the 10.30 a.m Sunday celebration on the third Sunday of each
month will take place in the Church Hall.
The current work will see new ramps installed to vastly improve wheelchair access and also the introduction of complete new lighting and
heating systems.
In the future a new gallery area will be placed above the ramp to put
back some of the seating lost by the new access.

The improvements are just part of a whole development scheme at the
church.

Colourful Future For Hethersett
HETHERSETT will be awash with colour during the summer as flowers and
plants brighten up the local environment.

Once again the village will be holding a Hethersett in Bloom competition
with sections for gardens, patios, tubs and baskets. Judging of this year’s
event will take place on 16thJune. Following this a number of villagers will
be opening their gardens to the public on Sunday 1 stJuly.
Over the past few years the Hethersett Open Gardens event has proved
very popular and also raised funds for local charities. A number of new
gardens will be featured this year. The village is also entering the 2007 Anglia in Bloom competition and hoping to improve on the silver award
gained in 2006
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Village Grows ….Services Diminish
As the village continues to grow, services to it seem to be
diminishing. I'm not sure that this is what the economics of
supply and demand is all about!
Editorial Comment

The latest threat is to the village bus service - yet we are constantly urged to use
public transport.
Once again the theory and reality are vastly wide apart. As the village grows it
needs more services and amenities - not less.
First Buses are threatening to withdraw the evening service to and from the village from the middle of February.
Once again it all boils down to the fact that economics and making that "fast
buck" are more important than genuinely providing a service. It annoys me intensely that the marketeers can continually tell us of how brilliant their particular
product is when we all know that the opposite is the case.
By withdrawing bus services, our village is being cut off in the evenings for those
without their own transport. For those who use the buses despite having their
own cars - well they will just use their own vehicles. The next thing we know Norfolk County Council and Norwich City Council will be whingeing on about congestion in the city centre. Maybe it's time for them to do something about it rather
than sit around pontificating and making empty promises.
On two occasions whilst driving in the village recently I have had to take evasive
action against stupid motorists.
I say stupid because on both occasions they were speaking into a mobile phone
whilst trying to negotiate parked cars or, in one case, turn a corner.
I have long believed that one of the most dangerous things you can do whilst
driving a vehicle is use a mobile phone. Apart from the fact that you cannot be in
control whilst speaking into a handset and using one hand to drive, speaking into
a mobile takes the concentration that should go into the driving.
On one particular occasion I was turning left into Queen's Road. A van coming
the other way seemed to be wrestling with negotiating the line of parked cars.
Then I saw that the driver was smiling whilst having a conversation into the mobile. Suddenly he had to make a big effort to keep the van on course.
So I was glad to read in the press that answering a mobile telephone without a
hands free kit whilst driving will now be punishable by three penalty points as
well as an increased fine. Let's hope it makes our village roads a safer place.

Peter Steward
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Players Look For New
Blood
Hethersett Players Drama Group is looking for new members to appear both on
stage and in supporting offstage roles.
The original Hethersett Players was formed in 1969 by 12 members of the
Women's Institute drama group who joined a drama class in the village run by
Norfolk Education Department. The group disbanded in 1999.

The new players were re-formed in 2003 and their inaugural production was
Agatha Christie's "Afternoon at the Seaside" in May 2004 as the finale to an
evening offering traditional end of the pier entertainment and a fish and chip
supper.
Other productions of the new group have been:
May 2005 - Tomb with a View by Norman Robbins
November 2005 - An Evening of Tragedy and Comedy including Last Tango in
Little Grimley by David Tristram
May 2006 - Season's Greetings by Alan Ayckbourn
October 2006 - Theatreland Evening.
Historic Note: The group went on to also produce the following:
May 2007 - They're Playing Our Song
November 2007 - Seasons Variety Evening
May 2008 - Over His Dead Body and Parent Craft
November 2008 - Hollywood Variety Evening
June 2009 - More Deadly Than by Claire Jones - Interactive murder mystery

Great Expectations for School
Hethersett Old Hall School continues its tradition of exciting productions with a
new adaptation of Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations at The Norwich Playhouse on 1st and 2nd February, 2007. Declan Donnellan and Nick Omerod have
successfully adapted this haunting classic, which depicts a terrifying encounter
with an escaped convict that changes the life of a young boy forever.
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Historic Attention to Detail
________________________________________________________________
A Hethersett man’s attention to detail has brought him into contact with
some of the world’s most historic vehicles. Peter Steward investigates.
________________________________________________________________
HIDDEN away in the heart of the village in New Road is the workshop of Nick
Fulcher Coachtrimmer. Behind closed doors Nick and his son Stephen have
built up an extraordinary reputation for being able to return historic but neglected
vehicles back to their prime.
Over the past few weeks the father and son duo have been restoring the fabric
of a 30-year-old Lotus Esprit Series One. The vehicle has come to them from an
Aberystwyth businessman who is also a Lotus enthusiast. The car
has been virtually rebuilt and brought all the
way from Wales to Norfolk to have the original
upholstery re-installed.
When Nick talks about
the original upholstery
that is exactly what he
means. Over the years
he has kept back rolls
of carpet and other material from the original
Lotus cars believing
that some day they
would “come in useful.” The work has given Nick the chance to renew his love
affair with the car, having worked alongside legendary Italian designer Giorgetto
Giugiaro on the original Esprit prototype.
“I had all the templates and the original materials that I worked on with Giugiaro
at the Ital Design company in Turin. I have kept the tartan cloth and carpet for 30
years certain that one day people would want to restore these vehicles.”
“This one was in a very poor condition. Much of the material was either ripped or
faded and it had been very badly abused. Thankfully it fell into the hands of an
enthusiast in businessman Wyn Edwards and he has had it lovingly restored to
its former glory,” Nick said. “Mr Edwards found us on the Internet and I was very
happy to renew my 30 year association with the Esprit. I had the Norfolk sense
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over the years to horde material and this is now paying dividends.” There are
very few of the original Lotus Esprits still around, but Nick has already got four
more lined-up to rejuvenate.
In the early days of Lotus production Nick worked at Pinewood Studios on the
set of the 1977 James Bond movie The Spy Who Loved Me, providing the interiors for the famous Bond Lotus: “I remember that we had to change the head
rests in that car because the tartan clashed with Roger Moore’s complexion,”
Nick joked. Over the years Nick has also been closely involved with the livery of
Lotus’ Formula One
Cars. “I have worked
with and been fortunate
to know many of the
great drivers such as
Ayrton Senna, Mika
Hakkinen and Jochen
Rindt. One of my most
interesting jobs was putting a set of headphones
into Graham Hill’s helmet so that he could talk
to the pits when he came
in for re-fuelling. I think it
was probably the first
time a driver had been
able to communicate in
this way. Nowadays it is
the norm.”
Nick also worked closely for many years with Lotus boss Colin Chapman and his
attention to details was very much valued by the Lotus man. “To do this job you
have to be a real enthusiast. I get up in the morning and think -great another
day. To do this job properly you have to be something of a perfectionist bordering on the fussy. Everything must be done meticulously, even the work that is
covered up and won’t be seen.

“It is very satisfying to think that we have helped to put this car back to its original
specification and that another Lotus is back on the road in its former glory.”
Nick is also a master tailor having started his career with Harry Darby in Norwich
and talks with great enthusiasm about his present work on the Lotus even down
to using the original 1970s Henry Campbell thread – “a thread that will not fade.”
Nick and Stephen still do everything by hand as you would expect from master
craftsmen. Stephen joined his dad in 1997 after working in the catering trade.
There were no concessions from dad, however, as Stephen had to serve his
apprenticeship. Today he is as meticulous as his father and Nick will have no
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concerns about handing the company reins over to him when he eventually decides to retire. The Lotus Esprit was due to leave the workshop at the end of
last week, but Nick says that he is busier than ever and has a queue of classic
cars ready to come in. These include Bentleys, a Maserati Khamsin and one of
the most famous cars ever to be produced – the ill fated DeLorean. In the past
he has also restored Lamborghinis, Aston Martin DB4s, Austin A90s, Atlantics
and Ferraris.
“I started the business in 1977 and since then we have been constantly flat out,”
Nick said. But Nick’s business is not just restricted to famous sports cars. He
brings the same amount of attention to detail to other areas of work: “People
bring us in wallets, handbags, saddles and numerous other items to repair and I
have recently restored a genuine Pedigree Pram which had been in a family for
many years. Nick has even been known to use his dressmaking skills to make
period wedding dresses.
In January, 2007 Nick and Stephen turned their hands to restoring the fabric of
one of the most famous and notorious cars ever produced. The DeLorean DMC12 is as famous for the life-style of its owner and its history as for its speed and
ability as a car.
Manufactured by the DeLorean motor company from 1981 to 1983, it is known
throughout the world for its gull-wing doors and stainless steel body. It was famously featured in the Back to the Future trilogy. The DMC-12 was the only DeLorean model made. The first prototype appeared in late 1976/early 1977. John
DeLorean had previously headed two divisions of General Motors in the USA.
After walking out on GM he set up his production plant in Dunmurry, Northern
Ireland.
Production of the car, which was designed by Giugiaro, officially began in 1981
and around 8,583 cars were made before production fizzled out in late 1982,
with final production taking place in early 1983. Originally it had been planned to
build 20,000 cars a year. In financial difficulties, DeLorian, who was renowned
for his playboy lifestyle, appealed to the British Government for help, but this
was turned down. At one point DeLorian claimed that he was on an IRA hitlist.
Today it is estimated that about 6,000 DeLoreans are still in existence. Despite
being produced in Northern Ireland, DeLoreans were primarily intended for the
American market. Therefore, all of the production models were left-hand drive,
limiting its popularity in the United Kingdom. Only 23 right-hand drive DeLoreans were ever produced, these cars were converted from left-hand drive models
by a specialist British company. The car Nick and Stephen have been working
on is owned by an enthusiast in Hertfordshire. The Hethersett duo have remoulded much of the plastic inside the car and restored the leather to its former
glory.
Historic Note: Sadly Nick died a number of years ago but the business continues to this day.
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A Passion and a Way of Life
For Allison Walker-Morecroft music is both a passion and a way of life.
Allison, who lives in Admirals Way,
Hethersett, is a renowned adjudicator
on the world music festival scene and
has travelled to some exotic locations
in the course of her work.
But Allison is equally at home giving
talks to local groups such as Hethersett Women’s Institute, or teaching
singing and speech either from her
home or at Gresham’s School or the
University of East Anglia.
With over 300 music festivals
throughout the world, Allison has adjudicated as far afield as Hong Kong,
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore, Borneo, France and Greece and next
year will be helping to set-up the inaugural Raleigh Festival in North Carolina in the USA. She particularly enjoys a
festival in Hong Kong which lasts for four weeks and features 34,000 children.
Allison was born and brought up in the Gateshead area and gained an honours
degree in French and German from the University of Swansea before meeting
her future husband Anthony and moving to Litchfield in the Midlands.
Anthony was a physics lecturer at Welbeck College in Nottinghamshire for many
years and the couple moved to Norfolk on his retirement:
“I traced my ancestors back to William the Conqueror and a number owned land
in the Newton Flotman area and I always felt drawn to Norfolk,” Allison said,
adding that they moved to Hethersett four years ago. One of her ancestors was
a 12th century Bishop of Norwich.
Despite studying languages at university, Allison has always had a deep love of
music, and, after bringing up her family (four daughters and two sons), she studied at the Royal Academy of Music, the Guildhall, Trinity College and London
College of Music.
She then entered the world of teaching, mixing language and speech alongside
singing and piano.
Over the past few years, Allison has taught both privately at her home, at the
UEA and at Gresham’s where she has 14 pupils at the present time.
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“One of the Gresham’s staff became ill and I filled in and just stayed. Now I’m
involved with the school’s debating society and even take the occasional assembly,” she said.
Allison’s first taste of festival adjudication came when she was living in Litchfield. Now, as well as her exotic world-wide locations, she has adjudicated
throughout the United Kingdom and locally at festivals in Norwich, Cromer and
Gorleston. She has also been closely involved with Norwich’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral, helping to train readers and fulfilling many other tasks.
There are many sides to Allison’s musical talent and she really is a jack of all
trades and master of many. She produced T.S Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral in
Norwich and also gives cabaret performances to local groups and societies. “I
love to talk and sing to groups about singers and their songs,” she added.
And Allison has a wide variety of musical loves. You certainly wouldn’t pigeonhole her. One of her favourite artists is legendary rocker Rod Stewart. “I love
what he has done with his Great American Songbook series of records. He has
taken the standards and made them his own,” she said.
Allison is equally at home, however, with the songs and piano music of Schubert, the jazz of Duke Ellington and the contemporary flashback feel of new
groups such as The Puppini Sisters.
One of her favourite places to adjudicate is Sri Lanka and she organises an annual
concert in Norfolk to raise money for the under-privileged areas. She visited the
island just after the tsunami struck and was humbled by the way the people
were looking to the future and re-building.
The great thing that strikes you in meeting Allison is her love of and lust for life “I
am one of nature’s blessed. There have been bad times in my life but I have
been so lucky to work with the arts. They enrich your life in so many ways and
bring you into contact with people of like minds. Music helps you to express how
you feel in a tangible and audible way. It is a common language and so very
fulfilling,” she said.
Allison would love to get to know more people in Hethersett: “I really like the
village. It has so much to offer and I would love to know more people. I would
really like to do more teaching from home and find a few more pupils.
“What I do is just the start of bringing something wonderful out of the young people I teach.”
Allison doesn’t have much spare time but is studying for a doctorate which will
include a thesis on the psychology of performance. This runs hand in hand with
her love of musical theatre. Her favourite stage musical is Les Miserables, although she admits to finding much of the work of Andrew Lloyd Webber rather
disappointing.
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She would like music festivals in the United Kingdom to be recognised more by
the Media: “Every year in the world, music festivals feature a million performers
and an audience of 10 million. It is a very vibrant area of entertainment but
doesn’t receive the publicity that it should because it still holds onto its amateur
status.”

Mixed Fortunes For Footballers
Hethersett Athletic Football Club was knocked out of the Norfolk Sunday Senior
Cup at the quarter-final stage when they went down 1-0 to Delaneys.
The club’s ladies team has reached the semi-finals of the Two Counties Cup.
They beat Ipswich Under-16s 4-1 in the quarter-finals. They are also top of the
East Anglian Division One East. The club's men's first team are top of the Norwich Sunday League Premier Division

Allotment Feasibility Study
The village is looking at the possibility of having allotments. A working group entitled
Hethersett Allotments Renaissance Project (HARP) has been set-up following a number
of enquiries from residents. The group will be looking at the feasibility of having allotments in the village.

Forest Stations Talk
Renowned sculptor William Fairbank was the guest speaker at a special breakfast organised by Hethersett and District Churches Together and held at the village Methodist Church.
William, who lives at Bridgham in South Norfolk, is known both nationally and
internationally for his extraordinary sculptures, many of which have a sacred
theme.
His most ambitious work to date is The Forest Stations – a series of 15 wood
sculptures incorporating 139 different timbers and marking the stations of the
cross – the journey of Jesus to his crucifixion.
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The Forest Stations took seven years to complete and are currently on semipermanent display in Lincoln Cathedral. William’s talk focussed on just one of
the sculptures. He explained its evolvement from a basic piece of timber and the
thought processes that turned a dream into reality.
William was involved in a car accident in 1987 in which he received a serious
brain injury. As part of a course in occupational therapy, he began work on the
stations of the cross. Over the next seven years he concentrated on developing
and communicating ideas as each station led to the next, until all 15 were complete.
The result is a hauntingly brilliant mixture of high art, beauty and thought provoking sculptures that mix timbers from throughout the world with images of both a
sacred and secular nature.
William is very much an artist of the people. He wants his sculptures to be living
and breathing examples of his work. That's why if you visit the Forest Stations in
Lincoln the first thing you notice is a sign encouraging people to feel and touch
the wood.
William Fairbank is no stuffy artist wrapped up in his own ego. He happily shows
the public round his home in Bridgham and regularly visits Lincoln to give a talk
on the Forest Stations.
At Hethersett he focused on just one of the 15 sculptures, explaining step by
step how the ideas had come to him and how he had looked at including images
to represent landfill sites and satellite dishes amongst many other things. The
Forest Station brings an orderliness and ordinariness to a biblical theme.
I visited the Forest Stations in Lincoln last year but didn't fully understand their
impact. Now I understand a little more, but will be returning for another visit this
year to learn more about the power and glory of the structures.
Peter Steward
OUR next edition of Hethersett Herald Archive
takes a look at what was happening in the village in February 2007. We feature dentist Victoria Rushton on a charity journey to Africa.

In Our Next Edition

Hethersett Ladies have had a season of success which we reflect on and Hethersett Environmental Action Team (HEAT) urges residents to “Think Green.”
We also have news of the amount raised by the annual Hethersett pantomime
which is featured in this edition of our e-magazine.
Back copies of all our publications are available from:
www.hethersettherald.weebly.com
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