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Letôs All Work Together 
VOLUNTEERS provide the life-blood of 

villages, towns and cities throughout 

our country. 

In Hethersett, we are hugely fortunate 

to have volunteers that provide the in-

fra-structure to our village. Without vol-

unteers our village would be an empty 

shell - merely a dormitory for Norwich 

and the surrounding area. 

This year the village launched a new 

bereavement group which summed up 

the ethos of our village by naming itself 

the Heart of Hethersett. 

For Hethersett has a massive, beating 

heart. Just take a moment to think 

about the things that wouldnôt be avail-

able if volunteers called it a day. There 

would be few youth organisations, no 

sports clubs, no parish council, no craft 

groups - the list is endless. 

The coming year will bring numerous 

new challenges for Hethersett. For a 

start new village development will need 

to be integrated into village life. There 

is no doubt that over the next five years 

we will be facing challenges  never be-

fore experienced on the same scale. 

It is vitally important, therefore, that all 

the volunteers and voluntary groups 

work together to obtain the best possi-

ble facilities for the village.  

And there is always a need for more 

volunteers. Currently there are im-

portant vacancies on Hethersett Parish 

Council and trusteesô groups repre-

senting the Memorial Playing Field and 

Hethersett Village Hall. 

We have also heard that the Hethersett 

Pensionersô Association could go out of 

existence unless people come forward 

to take on key posts. We suspect that 

(continued on page three)               

Herald Comment 
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Call for More Volunteers 
(continued from front page) 

more groups will be needed to cater for the 

influx of new residents. To put it bluntly - 

there are never enough volunteers to cater for the demand. 

So if anyone reading this would like to become part of our active community just 

contact the Herald with your details and the things you would like to become 

involved in and we will pass your details onto the relevant bodies. 

 

Fly Posting 

Fly posting around the village is a tricky subject. Many of the postings placed on 

telegraph poles are advertising coming village events and can be claimed to be 

justifiable and not for profit. 

The problem comes through an inability of event organisers to show the same 

enthusiasm they showed when putting the notices up for taking them down. 

A walk round the village just a week before Christmas detected at least three 

posters for events already passed - two from the beginning of December and 

one going back to November. 

These change from being a genuine advert for coming events into an eyesore. 

Herald Comment 

January 4th sees work starting on a shared-use pedestrian and cycle 

path in Newmarket Road, Norwich. 

The section of the existing path that runs out of the city between Daniels 

Road and the area opposite the Unthank Road junction will be widened 

and resurfaced. 

Priority cycle crossings across side roads will also be put in place to pro-

vide an uninterrupted route along this part of the A11 ï one of the main 

sections of the blue pedalway, which connects Wymondham, Hethersett 

and Cringleford with Norwich. 
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Christmas in Hethersett 

Over the next eight pages we cover just some of the events held in 

the village in the run up to Christmas. 

Old Hall School 
HETHERSETT Old Hall School began its Christmas celebrations nice and early 
with a festive themed craft sale at the end of November. There were lots of 
smiles and fun as families came together in the barn to do some Christmas-
themed crafting together and chat to Father Christmas. Meanwhile, outside, two 
of his reindeer were ready to show guests how much they like carrots!  
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Christmas in Hethersett 

The event was organised by the school Parentsô Association which served 
mince pies, soup and other goodies. 

Friends and Family 
WOODCOTE Sheltered Housing complex in Firs Road held a very successful 
friends and family pre-Christmas event with the lounge filled to bursting point. 
The evening featured a buffet and  entertainment organised by the Woodcote 
social committee. 
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Christmas in Hethersett 

Village Sale 

HETHERSETTôS annual Christ-
mas Fair took place in the Meth-
odist Church on Friday, Decem-
ber 2nd. 

Originally designed as a summer 
fair, the pre-Christmas event is 
now a firm favourite in the village 
calendar and record crowds 
turned up to buy Christmas gifts 
and enjoy craft stalls and enter-
tainment in the main church. 

There was face painting and games for children during the three hour event  

A variety of choirs and singing groups of all ages kept the festive spirit alive on a 
rather unseasonably warm evening. A number of charities ranging from MacMil-
lan Cancer Support to  Respect Yourself, the Woodland Trust to Hethersett De-
mentia Supprt Group, were represented along with local groups. The photo-
graphs on this and the following page were taken during the evening. 



 

IŜǘƘŜǊǎŜǧ IŜǊŀƭŘ                  т                    WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

Christmas in Hethersett 

Just some of 

the images 

from the annu-

al Hethersett 

Christmas Fair 

which was held 

in Hethersett 

Methodist 

Church at the 

beginning of 

December.  
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Christmas in Hethersett 

New Cantata for Singers 

Hethersett Singers produced a sparkling pre-Christmas concert of seasonal 

songs and carols which included Wen-

ceslas - a new cantata by British com-

poser Bob Chilcott. The photograph at 

the top of the page was taken at the 

performance by Viv Maddams and re-

produced with her permission.  

Bob Chilcott comes originally from 

Plymouth but is now based in Oxford. 

He sang in the choir of King's College, 

Cambridge, both as a boy and as a 

university student. He performed the 

Pie Jesu from Faur®'s Requiem on the 

1967 King's College recording and in 

1985 joined the King's Singers, singing 

tenor for 12 years. He has been a com-

poser since 1997 and is well known for 

his compositions for childrenôs choirs, 

including Can You Hear Me?, which he 

has conducted throughout the world. 
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Christmas in Hethersett 

LAST month we delved into the past to bring you some photographs from 

Tony and Maragert Duntonôs Christmas displays over the last decade. The 

two pictures on 

this page were 

taken from the 

2016 display - 

which is one of 

the most colourful 

to date.. 

Over the years 

the displays have 

raised thousands 

of pounds for local 

charities and good 

causes. 
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Christmas in Hethersett 

Kindness at Christmas 

KIND-HEARTED Hethersett residents have been busy donating food for 

the Norwich Food Bank this Christmas.  

The picture above shows just some of the goods collected at the Co-Op 

Funeral Home in Great Melton Road.  

Co-ordinator Sandi Gray said she was overwhelmed by the response: 

"I have been very heartened by the kindness of village people who have 

donated so much to help people less fortunate to have a better Christ-

mas," she said. 
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Christmas in Hethersett 

MEMBERS of Hethersett and District Churches Together took to the street on 

Saturday, December 17th, to brighten up a rather grey day with carol singing. 

Donations from the public during the 45 minute performance resulted in Ã70 be-

ing sent to the Nelsonôs Journey charity. This supports bereaved children and 

young people throughout Norfolk. Based in Norwich, it was founded in 1997. 

Dementia Group 

HETHERSETT De-

mentia caf® enjoyed 

Christmas cheer with 

carol singing led by 

Hethersett Methodist 

Churchôs Singing 

Fellowship on De-

cember 20th. 

A good attendance 

also enjoyed mince 

pies and other home 

made refreshments. 

The caf® meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 10 am 

until midday. 
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We Are Now On Facebook 
Hethersett Herald is now on Facebook. You can follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/ 

Hethersett Herald 
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically in the first week of each 

month via the Hethersett Village web site at  

www.hethersett.org.uk 

Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publication providing 

news, views and information about Hethersett. It has no affiliation to any specif-

ic group, organisation or political party. 

Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These can be e-

mailed to petersteward@sky.com  

Everyone who works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so on a voluntary 

and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from anyone who would like to help us 

increase and improve our coverage of village life. Views expressed are those of 

the individual authors. 

Herald Team 

Editor - Peter Steward 

Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Gary Wyatt. 

Proof Reader - Patricia Mills 

Contributors to this edition of Hethersett Herald include the following: Rebecca 

Warner, Jennie Hoult, Sandi Gray, Gary Wyatt , Roger Morgan. 

Also grateful thanks to Hethersett Good News Magazine, Wymondham Mercu-

ry, the Eastern Daily Press, Norwich Evening News, Norfolk Trading Standards, 

Rowan House and Hethersett Old Hall School.. 
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News From The Village 

Armed Officers on Exercise 

A number of armed police officers spotted in the village at the end of November 
were on a training exercise it has been revealed. Members of the public reported 
seeing a number of police officers along Cannôs Lane. A police spokesman was 
quick to point out that they were training at the back of the villageôs vacant fire 
station, using empty rooms. 

Power Cut 

Several thousand homes in Hethersett and West Norwich were without power on 
the final day of November due to a damaged overhead cable. Many homes were 
plunged into darkness at 7.40 am after a cable was damaged in the Earlham 
area of Norwich. The weekly Painting for Pleasure art group meeting scheduled 
for Hethersett Village Hall was among the events that had to be called off. All 
power was back on later in the day. 

Coffee Morning 
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News From The Village 

FITNESS Express at Park Farm held a coffee morning in aid of the Wy-

mondham based cancer charity Starthrowers. Staff weighed in to serve 

tea and coffee and there were home made cakes made by local people 

and Starthrowersô volunteers. 

Pensioners Group Needs Volunteers 

HETHERSETT Pensionersô Group could go out of existence unless some 

new volunteers come forward. 

The group, which has almost 50 members, is desperately looking for a 

chairman, treasurer and secretary to take the place of those currently fill-

ing the posts. 

The tenure of a number of group officers is coming to an end and ill 

health is forcing others to relinquish their posts. 

Current chairman Richard Headicar said that the group could go out of 

existence unless somebody comes forward to fill the vacancies. 

Bereavement Group - No Pre-Christmas Meeting 

HETHERSETT Bereavement group cancelled its scheduled pre-

Christmas meeting on December 20th. The group will meet again early in 

the New Year with a special video show at the Woodcote Sheltered 

Housing Complex on January 10th from 5.30 pm.  

It will then meet fortnightly at Woodcote on Tuesdays from 5.30 until 6.30 

pm. 

Almost a Sell Out 

HETHERSETTôS annual pantomime is a virtual sell-out. Only a handful of 

tickets remain for the nine shows which run from January 21st to 28th.  

So it looks as if the panto will be playing to record attendances in 2017. 

See Page 13 for further details.  
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News From The Village 

Buckingham Family Book Donated to Hethersett Library 

THE name of the Buckingham family looms large in the annals of Heth-

ersett history and now many details of the familyôs connection with the 

village have been published in a lavish book donated to Hethersett Li-

brary.  

Well known Hethersett resident John 

Head has been in regular contact with 

the Australian branch of the Bucking-

ham family and was sent a copy of the 

book ñOur Company Once More - A Bit 

of Serendipityò which details the histo-

ry of the Buckingham and Wright fami-

lies in East Anglia and Australia. There 

are several mentions within the pages 

of Hethersett and some of the charac-

ters connected with the village. 
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News From The Village 

Our photograph on the previous page shows John with librarian Helena Last and 

the copy of the book. 

Amongst the extracts featuring Hethersett are the following: 

Extract One: 

ñLewis Archibald Buckingham was born in September 1890 at a place 

called Hethersett near Norwich in the county of Norfolk. At that time my 

father (Forester Buckingham) was in a small business as a plumber, well 

sinker and pumping engineer, and also as the sub-postmaster at Heth-

ersett. 

When I first went to school in Hethersett, it was a few months before my 

fifth birthday. 

One of my milk teeth was defective and loose and I clearly remember 

Lewis getting a pair of pliers from the workshop, which was then at the 

rear of the Post Office, and then extracting the tooth. 

I was very proud of this tooth and ran out on the roadway and showed it to 

Mr and Mrs Stace, who were headmaster and mistress of the school and 

were passing at that time. 

ñLook what Iôve got!ò 

She said: ñYouôll want to keep that Forrester. Put it into your pillow and 

you might get a silver sixpence.ò 

Unfortunately I didnôt. 

Extract Two: 

Millie trained as a nurse and received her certificate  21st June, 1910, she 

was then 22. Lewis has motherôs watch which she used on her rounds as 

District Nurse. In the back is a very faded head and shoulders portrait of 

father. Scratched on the inner back is 

MILDRED WRIGHT MOORE 

CERTIFIED MIDWIFE: JUNE 21st, 1910 No 31756. 
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She then became a local district nurse back in Hethersett where my father 
was living. 

She was certainly working in Hethersett at the time of the Norfolk flood in 
1912. She told me that she had to do her rounds in a horse and trap and 
the water was up to the horseôs belly at times. 

Motherôs doctor when she was District Nurse and Midwife at Hethersett 
was Dr George Deacon. She had great faith in him. 

There she worked for him for two or three years and obviously at the same 
time must have met my father. I presume that they fell in love and they 
finally decided that theyôd get married. 

My parents married at the Norwich Registry office on St Valentineôs Day, 
14th February 1914 ï an unexpected venue since close relatives were 
clustered thickly in Hethersett, Banham and North Walsham. Motherôs par-
ents signed the register as witnesses and all four, it would seem, took off 
for the Norwich Hippodrome by way of celebration that Saturday evening. 

Lewis Alan Martin was born in Cannôs Lane, Hethersett. Perhaps Millie 
decided on Hethersett to be attended by Dr Deacon with whom she had 
worked a few years earlier as district midwife ï she would have had a 
shrewd idea of his competence in such matters. 

My birthplace in Canns Lane has now been replaced by much more mod-
ern houses than the little Honeysuckle Cottage where I was born. 

It was part of a row in Cannôs Lane Just two rooms  down and two rooms 
up. The stairs were so steep they did a complete twist and the ceilings 
were only about  six feet. They had a big beam right through the middle of 
them so that when you went through you had to be careful if you were tall 
at all to duck your head on the way through. 

The stairs in the cottages were so tight that you couldnôt get furniture up 
them. I know my aunt had one of those big wardrobes for her clothes and 
all the rest of it. And she had it cut in half so she could get it up the stairs. 
It was that tight. And also getting a coffin down ïin, up or down ï you 
couldnôt do it. So you had to carry the person down, the dead person, and 
park them in the coffin in the main room.. 

 

News From The Village 
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Affecting Our Village 

Taking a look at things that are happening around us that could affect 

Hethersett: 

Wymondham Speed Limit Changes 

IN conjunction with the ongoing engineering works at B1135 Tuttles Lane East 

and B1172 Norwich Road, changes are to be made to the existing 40mph speed 

limit on B1172 Norwich Road / Norwich Common in Wymondham. This will be 

revoked and replaced with a new 30mph speed limit, which is due to take effect 

from 19th December 2016. 

New permanent signage reflecting these amendments will be installed -  

Crime Prevention Measures 

POLICE are urging residents in South Norfolk to be vigilant after an increase in 

fuel thefts and garage and shed burglaries in the area. 

PC Jim Squires has the following advice: "It is not unusual for us to see an in-

crease in this type of crime at this time of year; however, I would strongly urge 

residents to take simple measures to prevent them from becoming victims. 

"Most shed breaks are carried out by opportunist thieves, therefore please en-

sure that you lock and secure your shed and garage and keep items of value 

locked away. 

ñIf you do leave items of value in sheds or garages then you should mark your 

property, this can simply be done by using coloured spray paint. It makes it hard-

er for thieves to sell tools on, donôt leave any items out in the garden put them 

away.  

With regards to fuel tanks, check oil levels frequently so you are aware if anyone 

has tampered with your supply, and consider an electronic oil level gauge which 

sets off an audible alarm in your house if the oil level drops below a quarter full.  

Fit a good quality locking device to all fuel tanks ï a high quality closed shackle 

padlock will make access using bolt croppers very difficult. Consider perimeter 

security for the whole tank, such as a metal cage or fencing. Even a prickly 

hedge may help deter thieves. Remember, however, that the oil tanker driver will 
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Coming Village Events in January 

 

Wednesday 4th - The RiNG Knit and Knatter with Edna Standley, Hethersett 

Village Hall, 2-4 pm. 

Sunday 8th - Hethersett Village Screen presents Ab Fab - The Movie, Heth-

ersett Village Hall, 3 pm. 

Tuesday 10th - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group video show at Wood-

cote Sheltered Housing complex, Firs Road, 5.30 pm. 

Tuesday 10th - Hethersett Writerôs Group meeting. For more details and venue 

contact Pat Lightfoot at lightfootpatricia@gmail.com. 

Thursday 12th - Hethersett Library Friends meeting. Hethersett Library, 6 pm. 

Monday 16th - Hethersett Athletic Football Club meeting, Park Farm Hotel, 7.30 

pm. 

Friday 20th - Quiz night at Old Hall School Barn, 7 pm. 

Sunday 22nd - Hethersett Pantomime Group present Sleeping Beauty, Heth-

ersett Village Hall (continues until 28th. For more dates and times see page 13). 

Monday 23rd - Hethersett Parish Council Planning Committee at 7 pm followed 

by full council at 7.30 pm. 

Tuesday 24th - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group, 5.30 pm 

need to access it. 

If you are going out consider leaving a radio on or if you are going to be home 

late, leave a light on so it would appear someone is home as it starts to get dark. 

PC Jim Squires added: "Security measures are just the start ï we also need 

communities to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity. If you spot some-

thing unusual at a friend, neighbour or relativeôs house, or at a nearby business 

premises, call police on 101 or dial 999 if a crime is in progress.ò 

For further crime prevention advice visit http://www.norfolk.police.uk. 
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Sharonôs Art 

MANY youngsters growing up in Hethersett will remember with fondness their 
teacher Sharon Gilhooly who taught for a number of years at what was Heth-
ersett Middle School and what is now Hethersett Junior School. 

Miss Gilhooly went on to become Mrs Fielding and to teach at Cringleford Pri-
mary School before retiring to take up her passion for art: But as she told us 
her love of art was already deep seated: ñIf I had to pinpoint where my interest 
in painting began Iôd say school. Wednesday afternoon was the highlight of my 
week when we had double art with Sister Mary Christa. Her wonderfully crea-
tive lessons would fly by whilst others dragged. She inspired me to become a 
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teacher myself and I was 
fortunate to spend over 
30 years in Norfolk 
schools, latterly at 
Cringleford where there 
was plenty of creativity 
inside and outside of art 
lessons. 

Sharon was born in Cor-
by, Northamptonshire, 
and attended a number 
of Catholic schools. She 
undertook her teacher 
training at Keswick Hall 
just outside Norwich 
where she was able to 
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enjoy being in Norfolk, a county she had fond memories of from trips as a young 
girl to see relatives. 

ñAfter retiring from full time work a year ago Iôve had more time to devote to 
learning the skills needed to paint with oils. I bought books, joined classes and 
studied online.ò 

Sharon is currently mainly concentrating on portraits as she explained: 

ñI enjoy the frustrating/rewarding challenges of trying to capture both the like-
ness and a little of the heart of my subject. Iôm running out of friends to practice 
on as itôs not for the faint-hearted. Thereôs that whole am I as people see me 
thing. Which can be a bit daunting. 

ñRecently I undertook some self portraits which made me appreciate what a  no 
place to hide experience it can be 
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άIôm increasingly approached by people to paint their portraits and Iôve done a 
number of pet portraits too. 

ñWould Sister Mary approve. I certainly hope so.ò 

We are very grateful to Sharon for allowing us to reproduce some of her work. 

The titles of her pieces  are: ñChristmas Tableò on page 21,ñBaby Heldò and 

ñJohn the Aviatorò on page 22, Broken Egg on page 23,ñMeò on this page and 

ñGin Gin Catò and ñWindow Manò on the next page 
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Window Man 

and Gin Gin Cat 

by Sharon 

Fielding - just 

two of the new 

images painted 

by a prolific art-

ist with a Heth-

ersett connec-

tion. 
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