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Please note that due to a file and other 

software problems during the preparation 

of this edition of Hethersett Herald, some 

of the photographs and pages may look 

different to usual and some of the layouts 

may not be up to our usual standard. 
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facility 
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 A counter proposal not to fence the area 

off was met with similar deadlock and left 

the chairman with a casting vote. As a re-

sult it was agreed to keep the current tem-

porary fencing in place until July 19th with 

a decision on any replacement being in 

the hands of the trustees. 
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TEN years ago a group of Playing Field Trustees at 
that time started a project to replace the old pavilion, 
which was described by Peter Steward at the time in 
very unsavoury terms.  

These Trustees managed to get planning 
permission for a replacement but this failed as they 
could not raise the necessary finance. Four years 
ago, we Trustees, again discussed the state off that 
building. The roof leaked, the showers did not work 
the drains were blocked and fed to the sewer 
through the back garden of a neighbour, and when 
players were taking a shower they could be seen 
from the Field by the public.  

I was tasked to talk with the parish council to see if 
they could help with the project. I met with Adrienne 
Quinlan, the Chair at that time, and said that if we 
did not take action we would need to demolish the 
building and that would be the end of organised 
sport in the village, cricket having been lost a few 
years before.  

She simply said we have no choice, we owe it to our 
community to do something. The parish council and 
trustees then formed a working group and we 
started with virtually a clean sheet of paper. Working 
together, the parish council and trustees, produced 
a management plan which was the mainstay of the 
proposition for funding made to the Football 
Foundation, who in the end came up with a quarter 
of a million pounds.  

The parish council borrowed from the Public Works 
Loan Board and used some of the money that had 
to be set aside by the developers of Hethersett 
north sites. Since that meeting we have had Covid. 
Interviews with various people to find a project 
manager led to the appointment of Alan Lamb. 
There were discussions with concerned residents, 
presentations to Norfolk County Council’s planning 
committee as huge inflation hit building material 
costs (20% in timber alone). 

There were issues with getting drains to the main 

road, and much more besides. Just like any major 
project that I have been involved in during my 
working life, there have been issues, debates, 
arguments and finally solutions. This one has been 
no different. The common cause of trustees and 
parish council has always been to deliver a top 
quality facility that meets the needs of our growing 
population. The common issue has always been the 
limits and pressures on funding.  

Some readers may not be aware of the role of the 
Trustees. There are seven of us and all are 
volunteers responsible for the day to day 
management of the Memorial Playing Field. 
Hethersett Athletic Football Club looks after the 
maintenance of football pitches, but everything else 
is the trustees’ responsibility. This is everything from 
cutting hedges and verges, litter picking and 
cleaning graffiti to the repair and maintenance of the 
playground and car park.  

The welfare and safety of users is our prime 
concern and we are very conscious of our duty of 
care to all. The field is a facility for all residents of 
the village and we want everyone to enjoy it, but at 
the same time everyone needs to respect this 
special asset and those who also use it.  

Hethersett now has a great new facility that has “no 
step “ access for wheelchair and push chair users, a 
small kitchen with some cooking facilities. It should 
be pointed out that he trustees have no desire to run 
a cafe or coffee shop, we are fortunate to be well 
served in the community and have no intention to be 
a competitor in this area.  

There is a large community room and also there are 
three separate toilets, including one with disabled 
access. For sports use we have two separate large 
shower and changing areas with two further rooms 
for match officials. These facilities are now of a 
standard to accommodate Hethersett Athletic 
playing in a higher league and for women’s and girls 
team to play. There are also two external public 

Chairman of Hethersett Memorial Playing Field 

Trustees Mike Stark talks about the future of the 

new pavilion, the pride the village should have in 

it and how by working together the project will 

become a success. 

 

 

Pavilion Pride for Hethersett 
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toilets for those, such as the seniors cricket team, 
who do not wish to hire any of the other facilities 
whilst they use the field.  

Our aim is to attract parent/ toddler groups, keep fit 
and exercise groups and to provide a safe space for 
the elderly to meet We are looking to install an 
“audio loop” to help those with hearing difficulties. 
Ideally we would like a group which would be 
prepared to hire our facilities for whole mornings or 
afternoons as this would help secure a steady 
source of income to cover our running costs.  

At the present time we are in the process of fitting 
out the pavilion with fire extinguishers, toilet roll 
holders, kitchen equipment, shelving , tagging keys 
etc, all the things that one has to do when buying a 
new home, it is time consuming but necessary.  

The trustees aim to open shortly in a very low key 
manner, with a couple of small groups interested in 
hiring the main room. We need to be clear on how 
everything works together.  

We realise there are some who will say we should 
know already, but working from a plan is not the 
same as walking around a real building and getting 
to understand the layout and how alarm systems , 
CCTV and security systems work.  

Once we have had feedback from a small number of 
users we can then expand. If we were to fail initially, 
just imagine the comments on social media. 
Towards the end of the summer the trustees and 
parish council hope to hold an opening event and to 
show our residents the facilities we have available. 
The vast majority of our funding comes from the 
parish council and some areas such as the recent 
remedial work to the playground cost tens of 
thousands of pounds. There is more to do on the 
playground as the wooden structures are nearing 
the end of their useful life.  

We will need to prepare a plan and costing for this 

and put it before the council. Inevitably there will be 
some animated discussions as we press our case 
and in turn the council has to consider the wider 
demands on their budget. This interaction to my 
mind is simply the natural way business works.  

We Trustees are aware of course of the financial 
constraints placed upon the parish council with 
increasing costs and the less than generous supply 
of funds from central government. Looking forward 
for the future of the new building, which we would 
like to name “The Hethersett Hub” ,when fully 
operational, will be the need for a manager to be 
responsible for the smooth full time running of 
facilities, ensuring tables and chairs are set out, the 
hot water boiler is switched on and the place is 
clean and tidy.  

We wish to create a “Friends of the Field” users 
group, for those who want to help but have neither 
time or inclination to be a trustee or parish 
councillor, and one of our colleagues is looking to 
set this up in the near future. From helping with litter 
picking to rewriting the business plan, all skill sets 
are welcome.  

I must take the opportunity to thank Adrienne 
Quinlan the former Chair of the Parish Council, 
Sarah Lawrence the current Chair, and Annette 
Palmer, Parish Clerk, for their support, patience and 
understanding; all the former and current trustees 
for their vision, hard work and precious time, the 
many parish councillors for their forbearance and 
tolerance during some very long and detailed 
discussions and debates.  

Also I thank Alan Lamb the project manager and 
Marcus Jaggard the lead builder. We all together 
finally created a much needed facility for which the 
village can justifiably be proud and one that will 
serve many generations for years to come.  

Mike Stark—June 2023 
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Open Air Service 

AN open air church service was held on 

the parish council green opposite the 

village short stay car park on June 25th 

The weather stayed fine as worshippers 

enjoyed a short half hour service of 

prayers, readings and hymns which took 

place at 4 pm. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Short Term Parking Signs To Be Erected 

 

MORE specific signs are needed to inform motorists that the parish council owned car park in Great 

Melton Close is short stay. 

Hethersett Parish Council will be looking to put up signs asking motorists to limit their stays to either an 

hour or 30 minutes. 

Councillors heard at their latest meeting that a number of motorists have been using the car park as a 

long stay option and this has included members of staff working in local businesses. 

At the June parish council meeting it was unanimously agreed that the council should obtain quotes and 

seek funding for signs for the car park. 

Councillor Paul Everett said the existing sign failed to state what the term short term implies. “It is 

confusing and ambiguous,” he said. 

It was also agreed to write to nearby businesses informing them that parking in the car park is strictly 

short term and should not be used by employees for all day parking. 
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The Set-Up At Tas Valley 

The club plays its home games at Flordon 

where it has two pitches and first class 

changing facilities and a clubhouse. 

Hethersett and Tas Valley runs four Saturday 

teams (two in the Norfolk Alliance and two in 

the Norfolk League), along with Sunday and 

midweek teams, an Over-40s team , a Ladies 

team and youth teams to cover all age groups. 

help 

just 
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Big Weekend For Hawks 
IT was a big weekend for Hethersett Hawks/Yellow 

Brick Mortgages Cycle Speedway club as riders took 

part in the British Club Championships in Birmingham. 

Afterwards club chairman Mel Perkins said that 

Hethersett riders had exceeded expectations. 

“Despite not winning any category and getting only one 

podium place in the Under-12s, the overall club effort 

and level of performance gained an amazing success 

with the riders exceeding expectations, often riding 

against older opponents. This result is up there with 

our eighth place in the European Club Championships 

in Poland.” 

Unofficial final places were: Kesgrave 143, Hethersett 

113, Poole 107. 

Day One Results—Under 16 girls  final—Poole 38, 

Kesgrave 35, Newport 24, Hethersett 22. Under 16 

boys final—Kesgrave 32, Poole 31, Southampton 27, 

Hethersett 24, Coventry 18, Sheffield 14. Women’s 

semi final one—Leicester 35, Exeter 31, Birmingham 

27, Wednesfield 23. Women’s semi final two—

Sheffield 37, Poole 34, Kesgrave 28, Hethersett 20. 

Veterans final—Blakenham 38, Poole 36, Leicester 35, 

Birmingham 33, Newport 24, Kesgrave 22, Hethersett 

20. Women’s final—Exeter  29, Sheffield 29, Poole 29 

(after race off),  Leicester 27, Kesgrave 20, 

Birmingham 10. 

Unofficial overall scores after day 1—Poole 73, 

Kesgrave 65, Hethersett 56, Leicester 33, Newport 31, 

Sheffield 31, Birmingham 29, Blakenham 20, Exeter 

20, Southampton 17, Coventry 14, Wednesfield 12. 

Day Two Results- Under-14 semi final one—Kesgrave 

42, Horspath 30, Hethersett 23, Ashley and Tyldrsley 

22. 

Under-14 semi final two—Coventry 36, Newport 34, 

Hull 28, Ipswich 22. Under-14 final—Kesgrave 33, 

Coventry 28, Hull 28, after race off Newport 26, 

Horspath 19, Hethersett 16. 

Under 12 final—Kesgrave 39, Hull 34, Hethersett 32, 

Newport 28, Ashley and Tyldrsley 26, Coventry 24, 

Sheffield 20. Junior final—Kesgrave 39, Poole 36, 

Southampton 31, Hethersett 30, Ipswich 27, 

Birmingham 27, Sheffield 18. Open semi final—

Birmingham 58, Wednesfield 42, Hethersett 31, 

Horspath 27 (score insufficient to qualify for 

repechage). 

Scores from ther two sei-finals and repechage 

unavailable. 

Open final—1 Birmingham, 2 Kesgrave, 3 Ipswich, 4 

Poole.  

                 *                   *                  * 

Hawks had their top Under-16 rider Mason Martin at 

Southampton over the Bank Holiday weekend 

contesting the Southampton Junior Grand Prix as part 

of the club's 60th anniversary celebrations. In a top-

class field including two Australian tourists, he 

acclimatised himself very well to finish joint seventh 

with 13 hard-earned points.  

Hawks staged round four of the Norfolk Go Ride Grand 

Prix series. Results were as follows (Hethersett unless 

stated): 

Under-8s and Under-10s: A—1 Ronnie Harding, 2 

Oscar Copeland, 3 Arlo Davies, 4 Nyla El-Labany 

(under-8s first). B—1 Thomas Barnard, 2 Alfie Gunn 3 

Isaac Emms (under-8s second), 4 Cerys Williams. C– 

1 Henry Everson (Under-8s third). 

Under-12s and Under-14s: A—Matthew Siddell, 2 

Zachary Eastwood (Norwich. Under-12s first), 3 Lola 

Martin (Under-12s second), 4 Luca El Labany (Under-

12s third). B—1 Amelia Dodsin, 2 Austin Brailley, 3 Will 

Clarke, 4 Jamal Musa. 

Under-16s and Senior: A– 1 Mason Martin (Under-16 

first), 2 Dave Martin, 3 Paul Delaiche, 4 Glyn Morgan. 

B—1 Harry Everiss (Norwich), 2 George Larter-Dixon 

(Under-16 second),3 Jamie Medler (Norwich), 4 Katie 

Adams. 

              *                     *                   * 

Seven Hawks made the long trip to Hellingly in Sussex 

to contest the fourth round of the South-East Grand 

Prix, which for some categories doubled up for the 

British Youth & Junior Regional Round.  Team scores 

in the latter were Kesgrave 92 Hellingly 74 Hethersett 

26 Ipswich 20 Gt. Blakenham 8 meaning Kesgrave and 

Hethersett qualify for the National Rounds, one of 

which is at Hethersett on July 29th. 

The Hawks won two grand prix - Nyla El-Labany was 

undefeated at Under-8s while Dave Martin held off 

favourite Paddy Wenn in the Veterans Final.  Oscar 

Copeland picked up a bronze medal in the Under-10s 

while in the Under-12s Luca El-Labany finished 4th in 

the A Final with Lola Martin 2nd in the B Final.  Mason 

Martin was runner-up in the Seniors.  All Hethersett 

riders with the exception of Dave Martin were unlucky 

to draw the outside grid in finals. 

After weeks of combating a cold North-East wind it was 

extreme heat and dust that greeted riders for two 

matches between Hethersett and Ipswich at the 

Memorial Playing Field.  Both matches followed a 

similar pattern with Ipswich riders sharper from the 
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gate, looking more experienced and making less 

unforced errors. 

In the Division 2 match Harley Hamill was in good form 

but aggravated a calf injury so withdrew after four races 

and with it went any chance of a late Hawks 

recovery.  Mason Martin again belied his youth with 

another combative performance but others made little 

headway. 

HETHERSETT 73 IPSWICH B 86 

(Mason Martin 15+2 Harley Hamill 13+1 Dave Martin 

11+1 Jamie Neill 10 Paul Delauche 9 George Larter-

Dixon 9 Lola Martin 4 Amelia Dodson 2+1) 

In the Youth match Hethersett rested the riders on full 

first-team duty and with two top Under-14s absent it was 

very much a development team that took to the 

track.  Some promising teamwork early on kept scores 

close but failure to find at least one heat winner meant 

they were always chasing. 

HETHERSETT U16 71 IPSWICH U16 84 

(Lola Martin 17 Luca El-Labany 13+4 Oscar Copeland 

11+2 Amelia Dodson 11+1 Hugo Kemp 10+2 Will clarke 

9+2) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Latest Village Speeds 
BELOW is the latest data with regards to speed in the village taken from the mobile SAM2 machines which pop up 

in different parts of the village. The machines detect trends in speeding and are in line with the speeds recorded by 

the village speedwatch team. 

The figures on the left are taken from Queen’s Road between 20th April and 18th May this year. The figures on the 

right are from Mill Road from 21st March to 20th April. Individual vehicle numberplates are not taken so high 

speeds could be due to emergency services. 

Vehicle Speed (mph) Vehicle Count 

10 327 

15 3069 

20 15,456 

25 (Above the speed limit) 24,282 

30 6142 

35 496 

40 26 

45 1 

50 4 

55 0 

60 0 

65+ 0 

TOTAL 49,803 

Vehicle Speed (mph) Vehicle Count 

10 165 

15 1158 

20 4424 

25  11,681 

30 8669 

35 (Above speed limit) 1385 

40 169 

45 20 

50 4 

55 1 

60 0 

65+ 1 

TOTAL 27,675 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Herald—The Quality Problem 

WE apologise that this edition of Hethersett Herald falls short of our usual standards. 

This is due to a software problem encountered during the preparation. I use Microsoft Publisher 

to prepare the magazine and was working on it in the usual way when the file suddenly refused to 

open. As a result I had to copy files as jpeg images from a pdf file I had saved and begin 

populating the pages from scratch. 

As a result some of our lay-outs will look strange and it hasn’t been possible to correct some 

spelling errors etc up to our usual standard. We have also had some problems with hyphenating 

words. 

Despite these problems we hope you enjoy this edition of Hethersett Herald and stay with us as 

we try to return to our usual standards for the August edition. 

Peter Steward (Editor) 
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Informal Walking Group 

Enjoys Its First Ramble 

THE latest walking group in Hethersett 

took to the village paths at the end of May 

Hethersett Walkie Talkies is an informal 

group attracting people who just want to 

have a wander and a chat. 

And the first Walkie Talkie took in some 

of the village’s Scarecrow Trail. 

The group is the idea of village stalwarts 

Sarah Lawrence and Hannah Baldry 
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The matter was discussed at June’s parish council meeting with particular reference to 

Queen’s Road. 

“It is impossible to walk two abreast and there is a problem,” said Councillor Leslie 

Dale. 

Stand-in clerk Sara White said the matter has been logged with South Norfolk Council 

and she was hopeful of an update at the next parish council meeting which will take 

place in Hethersett Village Hall in July. 
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Recently Hethersett hosted their scarecrow trail around the village for half-

term, along with making our own scarecrow we also took one of our resi-

dents on the hunt for the others. 

It was fun reading the map and spotting the scarecrows as our expert mini-

bus driver Mel navigated the small roads and paths to spot them all. 

Afterwards we made a pit stop at the local farm shop for a cup of tea and 

home made cake. 
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IF you have any comments on articles in 

Hethersett Herald please send them to the 

editor at 

petersteward@sky.com 

We are also happy to receive articles on all 

aspects of Hethersett life or articles written by 

Hethersett residents on other subjects from 

outside our village. 
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We will have more 

on this tourna-

ment and club 

news in the next 

edition of Heth-

ersett Herald 

which is due out at 

the end of July. 
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Fundraiser For Local Family 
 

WHEN village stalwart Hannah Baldry heard about the plight of a young family in the village she felt she 

had to do something to support them.  

So Hannah set-up a  fundraising page on behalf of the Collins family as she explains on that page: 

“I know a lovely lady named Sarah who is my daughter’s school friend’s mum. Sadly and shockingly 

Martin Collins (51), Sarah’s husband of 12 years has very recently been diagnosed with a terminal brain 

tumour. 

“Having suffered with headaches for around two weeks, Martin, who works for the ambulance service, 

came home from work five weeks ago with yet again another headache. After hours spent in A and E, 

Martin was diagnosed with a large, terminal brain tumour. Due to the rapid growth of the tumour doctors 

are unable to operate. 

“Martin now has only weeks to live. Sarah has had to give up work to focus on spending time caring for 

her husband, three children and two dogs. They hope to make as many happy memories with their 

young family before it’s too late. 

“I’m hoping that we can dig deep and raise as much money as possible for the Collins family. Sarah has 

lived in Hethersett her whole life and Martin has been a local for a long time too. It’s now time to give her 

family something back and to help her through this unthinkable, awful time. 

“I know Hethersett and I know that we all pull together when needed. Now’s the time to pull together as 

much as we can for this lovely family,” Hannah said. 

At the time of writing this article the Gofundme page has raised over £2,300 for the family. 

Hannah is also organising a raffle with numerous prizes from local businesses. This will be drawn at 5 

pm on Saturday 1st July. 

If you would like to donate you can do so at 

https://gofund.me/9d0b3e7e  where you will also find details of the raffle. 



 

Hethersett Herald                   42                             July 2023 

Thank You To Outgoing Clerk 

HETHERSETT District Councillor David Bills paid tribute to the work of clerk Annette Palmer 

who recently resigned. 

“I am sad to see Annette go. She has done a thumping load of good work and paid a very 

important part in getting the new pedestrian crossing in Back Lane,” Councillor Bills said. 

The council is advertising for a new full time clerk and you can see details of the advert in this 

section of Hethersett Herald. 

In the absence of chairman Sarah Lawrence, the June meeting of the parish council was 

chaired by Bridget Williamson and Community and Projects Officer Sara White stepped in to 

take the minutes. 
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IT has been established that certain areas in the village are not the responsibility of the parish council for grass 

cutting. 

These areas, which include around the village sign and verges in Mill Road, will be returned to Norfolk County 

Council for action. 

The council’s finance and general purposes committee will be looking into whether the regular Heritage Plant Sale 

should be charged a fee for using the grounds of the village hall. The plant sale has continued to grow in popularity 

and currently hires the village hall but does not pay for using the outside grounds despite charging the public £2. 

Council vice chairman Bridget Williamson said: “They hire the hall but the parish council doesn’t get a fee for their 

use of the field and members of the public are excluded from using that area whilst they are there.” 

The council thanked its Community and Projects Officer Sara White for her outstanding work in organising the 

village’s coronation party on land at the village hall. 

“We owe a huge thank you to Sara for organising an incredible event which was enjoyed by everyone,” Mrs 

Williamson said. 

“She certainly went an extra mile or two,” added Leslie Dale. 

Councillors agreed that committees should be set up for any future events. Councillors agreed that an appeal for 

residents to leave their vehicles at home and either walk or cycle to the event had worked well. 

“People were brilliant. The car park was nowhere near full. Obviously some people have to come by car but this 

should act as a flagship for all our events,” Mrs Williamson said. 

The council has received a number of e-mails about speeding, road safety and inconsiderate parking in the village 

and will discuss all aspects of this at its July meeting. 
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Hethersett Council Looks For A New Clerk 
HETHERSETT Parish Council is advertising for a new clerk following the resignation of Annette Palmer. 

Below is the advertisement for the full-time post. 
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_______________________________________ 
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All photographs 

courtesy of John 

Head and 

reproduced with 

permission 
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If you would like 

to know more 

about 

Hethersett Hall, 

please have a 

look at their 

Facebook and 

website pages 
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There will be 

more stories 

from Hethersett 

Hall in the 

August edition of 

Hethersett 

Herald 
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The August 2023 edition of Hethersett Herald will be online at the end 

of July, bringing you news and views from the village. 

News, features and photographs should be with the editor by June 

15th at the latest. 

We are happy to consider items for publication either on Hethersett or 

written by Hethersett residents on other subjects and they can be sent 

to 

petersteward@sky.com 



 

Hethersett Herald                   67                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   68                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   69                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   70                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   71                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   72                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   73                             July 2023 



 

Hethersett Herald                   74                             July 2023 

The 19th century. 

Later in this edition. 

 

Often 



 

Hethersett Herald                   75                             July 2023 

Hethersett Herald 

 

Your Exclusive Online Magazine with News, Views and 

Features about Hethersett 

 

Available Online at www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

at the end of each month. 
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The Manor of Hethersett 
Cromwells  

(1360-present day) 
 

FROM 1360 the main manor in Hethersett was known 
as the "Manor of Hethersett Cromwells." It was also 
sometimes referred to as "Hethersett with the Members" 
to reflect the subsidiary lands that were part of it in other 
parts of Norfolk. 

Although it had followed a circuitous route, Hethersett 
was still held by increasingly distant members of the 
same family that took hold of it not long before the time 
of Domesday. 

By 1360 it had travelled from the family of the Lords of 
Middleham, to the Tateshales, and then to the Bernaks. 
In that year Maud de Bernak - the last of that family to 
hold the manor - was Lady of Hethersett. Although she 
was no longer known as a Bernak, having married Ralph 
de Cromwell.  

The Cromwell family were incredibly wealthy and 
powerful. As such, they were far removed from the day 
to day running of their manors. In order to keep the 
King's hands off their property and to avoid paying upon 
inheritance, they would often enfeof - or place in trust - 
their properties.  

Where known I have added in the feoffees (trustees).  

1360-1398 

Ralph de Cromwell, 1
st

 Lord Cromwell 

Held by right of his wife Maud de Bernak, the elder 
sister of both John and William, and last surviving child 
of John and Joan de Bernak. He acquired his main seat 
at Tateshale through his marriage to Maud. 

1398-1417 

Ralph, 2
nd

 Lord Cromwell 

Inherited upon the death of his Father, by right of his 
mother Maud, who was still living. 

1417-1456 

Ralph, 3
rd

 Lord Cromwell 

Inherited upon the Death of his Father, by Right of his 
Grandmother Maud, who lived until 1419. 

Treasurer of England. Ralph died without issue, and 
asked his executors to sell all his property not otherwise 
entailed and use the money for whatever they wished. 
Some was sold, but some was kept. One of his 
Feoffees, Bishop William Waynfleet, used the funds to 
found Magdalen College at Oxford. 

 

Feoffees c1424-1429 

Sir John Tiptoft, knt, Sir William Phelep, knt, William 
Paston Esq, Oliver Groos 

All had died by 1454 and were perhaps nominally the 

feoffees until this 
time, when new 
feoffees were chosen. 

 

Feoffees 1454 -1486 

William Waynfleet, 
Bishop of 
Winchester, and 27 
more, including 
John Ratcliffe 

Waynfleet was 
definitely a feoffee of 
Hethersett. The 
others were likely also 
the same, all of 
Cromwell's lands 
being enfeoffed at the 
same time. 

1456-1483 

Maud Willoughby 
(nee Stanhope) 

Maud was the cousin 
of Ralph, and heir to 
her mother Maud 
Stanhope (nee 
Cromwell), Ralph 
Cromwell's sister. 

She was married 
three times - to Sir 
Robert Willoughby, 
Sir Thomas Neville, 
and Sir Gervase 
Clifton, yet died without 
any issue. A skirmish when her bridal party was attacked 
after her marriage to Sir Thomas Neville is often 
described as the spark that began the War of the Roses 
with the Battle of St Albans in 1455. 

1483-1497 

Sir Robert Radcliffe 

Maud gave the Manor of Hethersett to Sir Robert as a 
Gift for the term of his life. 

He was her brother in law, being the second husband of 
her sister Joan. He was living in Hethersett at the time a 
Tax was taken in 1498. The Baillif of Hethersett Manor at 
this time was William Flowerdewe. 

Feoffee 1486 - c1500 

Juliana Churchstyle 

More About The Lords of Hethersett 
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Hethersett’s past 

Ralph—3rd Lord Cromwell 
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The first cousin and heir of William Waynfleet, Bishop of 
Winchester. He had been the last surviving of the 
Feoffees appointed in 1454, and so his heir inherited the 
enfeoffment. 

1497-1497 

Maud Willoughby (nee Stanhope) 

As her gift to Sir Robert was only for life, the manor 
returned to Maud when he died in February 1497. She 
only held it for 6 months, dying in August. Maud is 
pictured below. 

1497-c1500 

Robert Broughton 

Broughton convinced the feoffee, Juliana, that he was 
Maud's next heir, being descended via a tortuous route 
from William de Bernak, who died a minor in 1360. He 
probably believed this to be the truth, however he was 
actually descended from a William from another branch 
of the Bernak family, who never had an interest in 
Hethersett. 

The Cromwell Legacy 

After the Death of Maud, the line of succession fell into 
doubt. 

Robert Broughton had convinced Juliana, the feoffee, 
that he was the next heir, and she refused to release 
possession of Hethersett Manor to the other claimants 
until compelled by a Suit in Chancery. 

The court case took place in about 1500, brought by Sir 
William Knyvet, aged 60, whose great grandmother was 
Elizabeth, a sister of Ralph, the 2

nd
 Lord Cromwell, and 

by William Fitzwilliam, aged 13, whose 3x Great 
Grandmother was Maud, the other sister of the same 
Ralph. 

The two William's - Knyvett and Fitzwilliam were 
successful - and the manor was held jointly by them.  

In the terms of the 
time, they each held a 
"Moiety" of the manor. 
This meant they held it 
equally but undivided. 
All decisions - such as 
who would be the next 
Rector of Hethersett - 
were to be agreed by 
both, and the profits 
would be split equally. 

c1500-1516 - 
Knyvett's Moiety 

Sir William Knyvitt  

Inherited by descent 
from Elizabeth 
Cromwell after a court 
action. 

c1500-c1510 - 
FitzWilliam's Moiety 

William FitzWilliam 

Inherited by descent 
from Maud Cromwell 
after a court action. 

In a strange twist, 

William was married to Margery, the daughter of Sir 
Robert Broughton, who had earlier claimed ownership of 
Hethersett Manor by a faulty descent from the wrong 
Bernaks. 

William and 
Margery 
died 
childless. 

 

 

 

 

c1510- 
1536 - 

William Waynfleet, Bishop of Winchester (died 1486) 

Sir William FitzWilliam (died 1515) 
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FitzWilliam's Moiety 

Sir Robert Drury (pictured below) 

Around 1510 William FitzWilliam signed his 
moiety of the manor away to Robert Drury 
for the term of his life, for £20 a year.  

The Drurys were linked with the family by 
marriage. After the death of Joan Stanhope 
(the sister of Maud Willoughby/Stanhope ), 
Robert Radcliffe married Katherine le 
Strange, Drury's sister. 

By the terms of the sale, after Drury's death 
the Manor was to go to the heirs of 
FitzWilliam's body. In the case that 
FitzWilliam had no children (which he did 
not)  it was to go to John Broughton (the son 
of Robert Broughton), George Waldegrave 
(Drury's son in law), and William Drury Esq 
(Robert's eldest son). 

 
1536-1541 - FitzWilliam's Moiety 
Robert Drury 
Second son of Sir Robert, Hethersett was to have 

gone to his elder brother William, but it seems that plans 
changed. Broughton and Waldegrave - the other two 
who had stood to share in the inheritance - had died by 
this date.  

In 1546 Robert sold his moiety of the Manor to John 
Flowerdewe. 

 
1516-1550 - Knyvett's Moiety 

Edmund Knyvitt 

Edmund inherited as Great Grandson of Sir William 
Knyvett. His father and grandfather had each died at sea 
before his Great Grandfather's death. Edmund and his 

wife Anne sold 5 houses and about 200 acres of land in 
Hethersett to John Flowerdewe in 1545, and their half of 
the Manor 5 years later.  

1541- 1565  - FitzWilliam's Moiety 

John Flowerdewe 

At the time of purchase, Flowerdewe was the Bailif of the 
Manor of Hethersett. He had perhaps been so for some 
time, a William Flowerdewe having been bailiff during the 
time of Robert Radcliffe's lordship in the 1490s. 

This John Flowerdewe was the notorious Mr Flowerdewe 
of Kett's Rebellion fame. The Rebellion itself occurred in 
1549. 

In 1557, to secure his eldest son William's marriage to 
Frances Appleyard, John made a contract whereby his 
son William and Frances would have Fitzwilliam's moiety 
after John's death. It was then to go to their children. If 
there were none, to each of John's sons in order. 

1550-1560 - Knyvett's Moiety 

Thomas Knyvitt 

Thomas inherited the Manor from his father. 
Unfortunately he inherited £1300 of debt as well. 

1560-1565   - Knyvett's Moiety 

John Flowerdewe 

John was bailiff not only of Hethersett Manor, but also of 
other Manors held by the Knyvetts. 

In 1560 he bought Thomas's share of the manor for 
£610. Thomas's mother still held the Manor for life, as 
part of the marriage agreement she had originally made 
with Edmund, Thomas's father. After her Death it would 
be placed in the hands of Flowerdewe, instead of Drury. 
She was then married to Christopher Coote, and died in 
1563. 

John Flowerdewe - Lord of the Manor of Hethersett 

In 1560 John Flowerdewe held both moieties of the 
Manor of Hethersett and was the undoubted Lord of 
Hethersett. With a brief hiatus, his family would hold the 
manor for the next two centuries. 

The line of familial descent from the time of the 
Domesday Book was now broken. The relatives of 
Ribald of Middleham had held Hethersett for 485 years. 

The photograph at the top of this page is the historic 
Kett’s Oak. 
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Deaths of Rita and Connie 

SHORTLY before going to publication for this edition of Hethersett Herald, we 

learned that two village stalwarts have died. 

Rita Bircham was organist at Hethersett Parish Church for many years and Con-

nie Tindale was known as the “Hedgehog Lady” for her love and care of the ani-

mals. Connie was also a regular columnist in this publication for a number of 

years. 

We will have tributes to both of these ladies in the August edition of Hethersett 

Herald which will be available as usual exclusively online at the end of July. 
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