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A Greener Hethersett 

A NUMBER of initiatives 
aimed at making Hethersett a 
greener village are taking off. 

With the fight to cut down on the 
amount of dog mess being led 
by a number of villagers and 
Hethersett Parish Council al-
ready gathering pace, a number 
of other green measures are 
being introduced by community 
conscious villagers. 

There is a twist of originality about 
many of the new ideas. Local resi-
dent Hannah Harrison is at the fore-
front of an interesting new scheme 
aimed at continuing the fight 
against plastic waste. 

“I seem to have thousands of carri-
er bags in my kitchen cupboard like 
a lot of us probably do. Even 
though I don’t buy them anymore and 
try to reuse the ones I already have I 
feel I’ll never get through them all,” 
she said. 

So Hannah hit upon the idea of filling 
plastic bottles with both shopping bags 
and dog poo bags and placing them in 
key areas in the village. 

“There will be a mix of carrier bags 
and dog poo bags. If people have for-
gotten their shopping bags they can 
take one from the dispenser rather 
than buying a new one. That way they 
will be helping to reduce the use of 
plastic. (continued on page 3) 
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Welcome to the latest edition of Hethersett Herald - our biggest to date at a 

whopping 95 pages. If you enjoy reading Hethersett Herald please pass on de-

tails so that we can continue to increase our readership. 

Hethersett’s New Book Exchange Page 4 

The next edition of Hethersett Herald will be online at the end of April. 

Jan and John’s Watery Calling Page 14 

Hethersett’s Part in Early Australia 

Driving Miss Daisy scheme launched 

What’s In A Name - More Hethersett Roads 

Page 33 

Page 42 

Page 62 
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(Continued from front page) 

“For the people who are out and 

about and have accumulated some 

rubbish and need somewhere to put 

it until they get to a bin, rather than 

littering they can pick out a bag,” 

Hannah added. Hannah would wel-

come suggestions of places for the 

location of the bottles. 

The idea has received support from 

South Norfolk Council. 

There are also a number of village 

residents working towards setting-up 

a “Refill Hethersett” initiative that will 

see businesses around the village 

provide water refills to reduce single 

use plastics. 

“I can’t tell you the amount of times 

I’ve been walking around the village 

and have run out of water in my re-

usable bottle and I refuse to buy a 

plastic bottle of water whilst I’m out,” 

Hannah Harrison said. 

The new initiatives come at a time 

when the regular litter picks organ-

ised by the Hethersett Environmental 

Action Team (HEAT) are gaining in 

popularity with more and more peo-

ple volunteering. 

Added to all the above, a new speed-

watch scheme could soon be up and 

running in the village. 

The bottles con-

taining the bags 

have the follow-

ing wording on 

them: 

“Forgotten your 

dog poo bag? 

Forgotten your 

shopping bags? 

Got some rub-

bish and need 

somewhere to 

put it until you 

get to a bin? 

Then please 

help yourself to 

a bag. 

Help to keep 

Hethersett 

clean.” 

Caring Hethersett 
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The bottle containers have so far been placed in the following locations: 

• Shop Lane (about halfway down). 

• Back Lane (near one of the parks). 

• Outside Merrylegs dog grooming on Back Lane. 

• Memorial Playing Field Car Park. 

• Near the park on Admirals Way. 

• The pathway leading to the Memorial Field from Canns Lane. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Turning Over A New Leaf 
Another innovative 
scheme has come to the 
village with the opening of 
a book swap in Back 
Lane. 

A converted rabbit hutch 
has been set-up as a mini 
library. 

“This book Swap belongs 
to everyone and has been 
set up to share books and 
help each other enjoy the 
love of books,” said Penny 
Brown who came up with 
the “novel” idea! 

The idea is for residents to 
“take a book, share a 
book, or donate a book” 
as Penny explained. 

“It’s a place for the com-
munity to share books 
they have enjoyed. The 
books are always free and 
you do not have to leave 
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one in order to take one. Please just help yourselves and please take more 
than one book if you would like. 

Penny hit upon the idea when she saw a similar scheme in a Norfolk town. 

“I saw a similar one set up in Gorleston and thought that it would be great in 
our village. I wanted to recycle so revamped an old rabbit hutch, put shelves 
in and painted it up.  

“We had quite a few books and I bought some from charity shops to get it 
started,” Penny said. 

Within the first two days numerous books had been taken and even more left. 
This will lead to a quick turnover of books and ensure there is always some-
thing new available.  

“There is also a pot of dog treats should anyone want to give their dog one 
when passing. I have been overwhelmed by the positivity regarding it and it 
already has 70 people liking the Facebook page! I particularly like seeing the 
children’s books being shared,” Penny added.  

Book exchanges are becoming popular in villages and towns throughout the 
country - many utilising existing structures such as redundant telephone box-
es. 
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Timm Signs Up 

For The Force 

_________________________ 

Pictures courtesy of 
Finnbar’s Force. 

_______________________ 

HETHERSETT-based charity 
Finnbar’s Force has teamed up 
with a top Norwich City defend-
er. 

Timm Klose offered to raise 
funds for the Force through the 
sale of special limited edition 
Klose baseball caps. 

“I had the pleasure of spending 
a little bit of time with this leg-
end, Norwich City's Timm Klose at Colney Training 
Centre. Timm has been interested in what we're try-
ing to do as a charity and decided to raise a bit of 
money for us by selling his TK15 Instakrass caps, 
after we were nominated to him by some local sup-
porters,” said Finnbar’s dad Tristan Cork. 

As a result of the link up Timm has donated £3,000 
to the charity:  

“We are so grateful for this amazing amount of mon-
ey and so would like to say a massive thanks to 
Timm and to everybody who bought one of the hats. 
Timm is a top guy and fantastic ambassador for the 
club,” Tristan added. 

The charity has a busy year lined-up with a whole 
host of events. It is appealing for keen runners to join 
them for the Norwich half marathon in April and the 
Run Norwich 10k in July. 

“We are looking for people to join our team for these 
events. We'll help you set up a fundraising page and 
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can provide you with paper sponsorship forms and information for sponsors. 

“Anyone raising over £150 in sponsorship (not including gift aid) will receive a 
free top-quality Owayo Finnbar's Force technical running shirt,” Tristan said. 

Anyone wanting to join the team for either event should contact fundrais-
ing@finnbarsforce.co.uk and you will be sent further details! 

Finnbar’s Force was set-up following his death and in two years has raised 
more than £100,000 for brain cancer research and provided grants for families 
struggling with the financial pressure of undergoing treatment. 

On the Finnbar Force Facebook page the charity outlines coming events which 
kicked off with a special tombola in Norwich Castle Mall in February.  

The mall will be the venue for an Easter Egg hunt with prizes on April 9th and a 
family adventure day is being lined-up at Eaton Vale Family Adventure Centre 
on September 8th. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

You Never Know What You Might Find 
 

YOU might be excused for thinking that Heth-
ersett Herald has decided to go a bit raunchy. 

Sadly (or happily) you would be mistaken. 
The magazine pictured opposite was just one 
of the items picked up on the latest litter pick 
organised by the Hethersett Environmental 
Action Team (HEAT). 

Seventeen volunteers took part as the village 
clean up continues to prove popular.  

The next one will be on. The litter picks start 
from Hethersett Methodist Church Car Park at 
10 am and full equipment is provided. Heth-
ersett Parish Council recently gave HEAT a 
grant to buy more litter pickers and high viz 
jackets.  
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A Crash Course in Parking Needed? 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Associate Editor Roger Morgan looks into a parking problem in Hethersett 

_______________________________________________________________ 

SOME motorists of Hethersett are clearly in 
need of a crash course in parking if the evi-
dence seen in Oak Square is to be believed. 
Seldom does a month go by without some-
body driving into one of the surrounding walls 
or flowerbeds, often causing extensive dam-
age. 

The car park in the square is privately owned 
by local businessman Nick Downes and is 
exclusively meant for the use of the custom-
ers who use the shops and businesses locat-
ed in Oak Square. There is clear signage 
which indicates this. 

Mr Downes said: “It is a private car park for 
sole use of people visiting shops in Oak 
Square not Tesco shopping overspill. Most of 
the problems we have there are through this. 
Residents of Hethersett unfortunately don’t understand this, they just want to 
park as close as they can even though signs are there for all to see. This leads 
to overcrowding and frustrated driving which in turn leads to damage of proper-
ty i.e. walls and flower beds. It would be wonderful if this happens for responsi-
ble parties to contact me or any business in the square to report damage and 
explain what happened.” 

The most recent damage to the walls happened over the weekend of the 
16th/17th February and clearly the wall was hit with some considerable force.  
The damage caused was severe with several rows of bricks being knocked off.  
The driver of the vehicle that did this must have surely felt the impact and they 
probably damaged their own car in the process. They made no effort to report 
the incident to either Mr Downes or to any of the local businesses. The cost of 
the repairs has to be met by the owner and this is unfair. 

It is very obvious that many people shopping in Tesco do make use of the car 
park while there is another one adjacent to the supermarket which is often un-
derused. However, there are a lot of people also using it for other reasons.  
When Tesco was closed for a month in February there seemed to be very little 
reduction in the number of cars in the car park. So where are all the people 
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who are using the park, as they certainly aren’t all in the shops? This may be 
part of a much bigger issue with unwarranted parking in the village. 

The Most Recent Damage 

A Recent Repair 

IF you have any views on this or any 

other stories in Hethersett Herald please 

send them to the editor: 

petersteward@lineone.net 
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SOUTH Norfolk Council’s Community Awards are back and the search is on to 
find the area’s community champions. 

These popular awards celebrate South Norfolk’s unsung heroes and pay tribute 
to the valuable contribution that volunteers make to the district. 

“Last year, there was an overwhelming number of nominations received, so 
please don’t delay in voting for your hero. Anyone can be nominated and several 
nominations can be made by one person,” the council says on its official website. 

Cabinet member Keith Kiddie said: “This is a fantastic opportunity to say thank 
you to the people who give up their time to make South Norfolk such a wonderful 
place to live, work and visit. I would urge local residents to take a few moments 
and nominate someone they know who deserves to be recognised for these 
awards. These people inspire others to take action and get involved in their com-
munity. 

“If you know of someone who is doing a great job in your community, then 
please nominate them and show them how much you appreciate their hard 
work.” 

There are eight categories: 

• Volunteer of the Year - for an individual who has volunteered their time to 
make an outstanding contribution to their community within the last year. 

• Young Volunteer of the Year - for a young person, aged 18 or under, who 
has volunteered their time to make an outstanding contribution to their 
community in the last year. 

• Community Group of the Year - for a group of people, working together, 
who have improved or brought benefits to their community within the last 
year. 

• Community Fundraiser of the Year - for a group or individual who has un-
dertaken innovative and tireless fundraising which has benefited South 
Norfolk community groups or residents directly within the last year. 

• Business Community Champion of the Year - for a local business which 
has made an exceptional contribution to its community, by supporting it 
with funding opportunities, hosting events, or providing advice and re-

Time To Nominate  

Your Champions 
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sources within the last year. 

• Community Wellbeing Champion or Group of the Year - for an individual 
or group that has championed wellbeing within their community, either 
through providing sporting/exercise opportunities, helping to develop life-
styles, or inspiring others through their sporting and lifestyle activities with-
in the last year. 

• Environmental Champion of the Year - for a school, business, community 
group or individual who has made a positive impact on their environment 
in the last year. 

• Lifetime Community Hero of the Year - for an individual who has had a 
long term impact. 

Nominations close on 28th April. The award evening will be held on 4th June at 
Dunston Hall. Winners will each receive £250 for their chosen charity. 

You can make your nomination by visiting www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/champions 
or call 01508 533945. It would be great to see Hethersett individuals and groups 
recognised. 

Nominations for Councils 
SOUTH Norfolk Council will be publishing the names of those standing 

for district and parish council seats on April 4th. 

At that point it will be known whether an election will be necessary for 

Hethersett Parish Council and the Humbleyard ward of South Norfolk 

Council i.e more candidates being nominated than seats available. 

We will have details of the shortlists in the May edition of Hethersett 

Herald and results of any elections in the June edition. More infor-

mation on nominations for the parish council are available on page 28.  

http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/champions
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Warning To Motorists 
Safety plea after road incidents 

PEOPLE have taken to social media to warn motorists to be on their guard 

about attempts to force them off the road. 

A report on the Next Door social media website spoke of an incident where a 

woman was driving along Hethel Road when two men tried to pull her over and 

force her down a country lane. She kept going and didn’t stop.  

“She was petrified and is quite shaken. It has been reported. Apparently this 

isn’t the first time it has happened along there. Please be safe and never stop 

for anyone,” the post states. 

It appears this isn’t an isolated incident as a further post stated: “This happened 

recently to a woman on the road back from Wymondham. She kept going too 

and then reported it to the Police. They are obviously local.” 

Another post gives advice on how to stay safe on the local roads: 

“Always keep car doors locked when driving. So many people do not for fear of 

being trapped in their car if there is an accident. There are small inexpensive 

handheld devices that you can keep to hand that allow you to cut your seat belt 

and smash your window from the inside if this worries you. Make sure your mo-

bile is always charged up when traveling alone and have a time where people 

are expecting to meet you at your destination.  

“We always want to help others and think well of other people. But as we can 

see, you have to be careful when in your car. Always be aware that not every-

one is genuine.  

“There have been cases in the past where cars have been flagged down by lone 

females who appeared in trouble. When the driver stopped to help, they were 

attacked by unseen accomplices of the woman. Please be wary of any potential 

situation you are faced with and always prioritise your safety.”  

Other advice is to “keep going or, if brave enough, lock yourself in the car nearer 

home and try to get the make model and registration or take a picture using a 

mobile phone if you can and then report the matter to the police.” 
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Annual Parish Meeting Date 
This year’s annual parish meeting will take place in Hethersett Village Hall on May 13th 
and will give residents the opportunity of commenting on village issues. 

The date has been put back due to the local elections on May 2nd which will see a 
new parish council appointed and take office on May 7th. 

SHOULD the entrance/exit to Cann’s 
Lane become one-way? That is the 
question being posed by one of our 
district councillors David Bills. 

Councillor Bills believes that the narrow 
entrance/exit off the Old Norwich Road 
should be one-way with traffic only be-
ing allowed to enter into Cann’s Lane 
from the Old Norwich Road and not use 
it as an exit. 

But Councillor Bills is keen to find out 
what local residents think of the idea. 
The remainder of Cann’s Lane would 
remain two way with cars wanting to 
exit the road going via Queen’s Road. “I 
think it’s important to find out what local 
people feel about this issue,” he said. 

Currently, as our photographs show, 
the entrance and exit are blind and 
could be dangerous, particularly if cars 
are parked on Old Norwich Road, ob-
scuring the view of motorists turning 
into Old Norwich Road. 

One Way 

Idea? 
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Christianity on The Waterways 

HETHERSETT husband and wife John and Jan Halford combine travelling and 
Christian witness throughout the summer as they take off for the waterways of 
Britain in their 50-foot plus narrow boat “Jubilee.” 

John and Jan are leading lights in the Boaters’ Christian Fellowship organisation 
and on March 9th they talked about their witness, Christian beliefs and travels at 
a special evening in Hethersett Methodist Church. 

They described how they have used their beliefs to help others who live on the 
waterways, sometimes in appalling conditions just one step up from “sleeping in 
a shop doorway.” 

They also talked about fellowship and a variety of festivals that take place along-
side canals and rivers every year. Back in 2014 our sister website Hethersett - A 
Norfolk Village on the Web carried a feature about John and Jan which we repro-
duce on the next four pages. 
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A Boating Odyssey 
An archive feature from October 2014 

MANY couples see retirement as a time to put their feet up and relax. Hethersett 
couple John and Jan Halford saw it as a time to set-out on a 550 mile canal od-
yssey through some of the most picturesque parts of England.  

The Halfords are narrow boat enthusiasts and saw retirement as the catalyst for 
a journey that lasted 10 weeks and saw them manoeuvre through 431 locks on 
their beloved boat Jubilee.  

Setting off from the boat’s base at Milton Keynes, they visited Leamington Spa, 
Warwick, Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Stoke, Macclesfield, Manchester, Roch-
dale, Hebden Bridge, Halifax, Wakefield, Doncaster, Rotherham, Sheffield, New-
ark, Nottingham, Burton on Trent, Tamworth, Nuneaton, Coventry, Rugby and 
many other places between.  

John retired a year ago from his job as an editor for BBC Television in Norwich 
and Jan retired at the end of the summer term from her teaching post at Heth-
ersett Old Hall School. Their passion for narrow boat cruising goes back many 
years and since 2007 John has kept a blog of their journeys. 

They purchased Jubilee in 2012 and now look upon it as a second home when 
they are not spending time in their bricks and mortar house in Hethersett. Over 
the years they have made many friends on the waterways of England and Wales 
and are keen members of the Boaters’ Christian Fellowship.  

“We chose the name Jubilee because we bought the vessel in the year of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and also in the Bible the term jubilee refers to a period 
when slaves were set free and debts cancelled. It has given us the freedom of 
the water,” Jan said.  

On their latest trip they were able to worship at eight different churches on their 
way: “We are always made to feel so welcome,” Jan added.  

“The thing that attracts us to narrow boating is the slow pace of life and being 
able to cruise at 3 mph and visit places we might not normally have seen. You 
can moor practically anywhere and explore villages and get very close to nature 
with all its wonderful wildlife. Many canals will take you right into the heart of a 
city where there are no parking worries. We become keenly aware of the history 
of places and there are some very interesting urban and industrial areas as well 
as the countryside. There is also a great community feel with other boaters,” 
John added.  

Whilst locks may pose a challenging hurdle to master for holidaymakers, John 
admits that he enjoys the whole process: “I like the feeling of control being able 
to work the locks gives. It is an operation that is linked so closely to the past. 
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Some of the mechanisms were designed 250 years ago,” he said.  

The couple’s boat is 55 ft in length which is short enough to make cruising the 
entire waterways network comfortable. That doesn’t mean they have had to 
skimp on luxuries as Jubilee includes a fridge, cooker, microwave, washing ma-
chine, central heating, two double beds, a wood burning stove, shower and fully 
fitted shower room.  

Their travels have taken them literally thousands of miles throughout this coun-
try, as far north as Skipton in Yorkshire and as far south as Bradford on Avon in 
Wiltshire. They have made many friends on the way and try to pass on the mes-
sage of their Christian faith whenever they feel it appropriate and get the oppor-
tunity to do so.  

Narrow boating has given them many happy memories of evenings spent in the 
company of like-minded people, many of whom have contacted the Halfords as a 
result of John’s blog. They also have a few quirky memories like the 
“extraordinary look of delight” on the face of a homeless man when he bit into 
one of Jan’s ham sandwiches. “That for me has been one of the highlights,” she 
said.  
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John and Jan admit that being back on dry land brings with it a wanderlust to set 
off again. One thing that is certain, however, is that they won’t be resting on their 
laurels but will be taking off on another marathon jaunt in the not too distant fu-
ture.  
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Editor’s Note: John’s blog is still in action and can be viewed at: 

http://jhalfie.blogspot.com/ 

Meeting Fellow Christians 
THE Boaters’ Christian Fellowship was founded in 1995.by Alan and Hazel 

Dilnot who felt it would be good to meet fellow Christians out on the waterways. 

The BCF was launched with 50 members. Today there are over 650 members 

across the country and Jan Halford from Hethersett is chair. 

Boat ownership isn’t a condition of membership, however. All that is needed is 

a Christian faith and a love of inland waterways. The BCF takes part in rallies, 

festivals and shows and has a quarterly magazine as well as leaflets and pro-

motional material. It also supports other Christian initiatives including water-

ways chaplains and canal ministries. 

More information on the BCF is available on their website at 

www.boaterschristianfellowship.org.uk 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Spring Is Sprung 

Spring came to Heth-

ersett with some wonder-

fully warm and sunny 

days in February and 

March. The photograph 

opposite was taken in 

the area around the vil-

lage sign. 
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Amy’s Glimpse of the Future 

ONCE again in this edition of Hethersett Herald we feature one of the winners of 

the competition for young writers organised by the Hethersett Writers’ Group. 

The competition was split into two age groups and below is the entry by eight-

year-old Amy Tallowin (pictured below with her certificate) who was the joint 

winner of the junior section. Amy is a pupil at Hethersett Old Hall School. The 

subject was to imagine what the world would be like in 2068 

IT was Friday morning and I had just 

woken up after four busy days at 

school. I quickly dressed, cleaned my 

teeth and ran downstairs for breakfast. 

After having some tasty toast, my mum 

said to put on my blue blazer and ruck-

sack and to get in the car ready for the 

long journey to school. 

But as I was walking out of the house I 

saw a scary strange box standing on 

the grass in the garden. I was very curi-

ous so decided to investigate and 

walked to the boix and stepped inside. 

Suddenly there was a fabulous flash 

and I ran out screaming and a new 

sight met my eyes. Instead of the green 

grass the garden had turned into a 

beach and it was really very hot. 

I wondered where I was and began my 

adventure into the unknown. I set off to 

find my Dad on the farm for help but on 

my way there I noticed that instead of 

cows in the meadow they had been 

replaced by springy, jumpy kangaroos. 

I thought this was very strange. Some-

thing caught my eye in the middle of 

the kangaroos - it 

was an old man with 

a badly bent back 

throwing boomerangs 

for them. I shouted 

“hello.” He shouted 

back: “I had a daugh-

ter just like you” and 

he slowly trudged out 

of the field towards 

me. I asked the old 

man “why is it so hot 

here?” He said: 

“Because of Global 

Warming!” He went 

to the shiny car and 

turned back to me and said: “I am go-

ing to get my car serviced in Heth-

ersett. Would you like to come with 

me? I thought about this before getting 

in the car because my mum had told 

me never to go with strangers, but this 

man looked very familiar as if I had al-

ways known him. So I hopped in the 

car with him and said: “I go to school in 

Hethersett. That will be good fun.” The 

old man told me that the journey would 
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be quite quick but I didn’t believe him 

because it usually took a long while to 

get to school. We set off but there was 

no engine sound, the wheels folded in, 

the fish fins slid out and it started rising 

up in the air over the trees. I felt the 

cotton wool clouds in the car and felt 

like a Roman God looking down at the 

people below. There were no annoying 

traffic lights or roundabouts and amaz-

ingly we arrived at Hethersett in 10 

minutes without crashing 

We landed and the black wheels went 

out and the slimy fins came into the 

car. I couldn’t believe it when we land-

ed gently on the tough tarmac of my old 

school playground at Hethersett Old 

Hall. Three people ran out towards us 

in royal red overalls from the school 

classroom. They said “Hello my old 

friend. Is it the usual service?” “Yes 

please” said the old man. 

I looked up and on the school house in 

big lit up letters it said “Hethersett Hov-

ers.”- “We will be back in ten minutes” 

said the old man who sounded like my 

dad. The men got to work and took off 

the wheels, they got a laser and 

checked them for any extra cloud dust 

that had been collected since the last 

visit to Hethersett Hovers. 

I turned to the man and said “This 

doesn’t look like my school anymore. 

Where are all the children? The old 

man replied: “The school is only one 

room now. Let’s go and have a look. 

The children only need to come in for 

10 minutes every month for an update. 

It was very different in my time.” 

They peered in the shiny clear window 

and saw lots of people being plugged 

into a computer. “Let’s investigate,” I 

said. We went into the door and the old 

man said “Would you like to go?” I nod-

ded and said “Yes please, I would love 

to.” So a wire was plugged into my tum-

my button and my whole body jolted 

when it started. Everything went into 

my head in just 10 minutes. Then the 

plug jumped out when it was finished. 

The old man looked across and saw 

that his car was ready, so waved me 

over as it was time to go. We picked 

the car up from the garage and re-

turned back to the farm very quickly. I 

said to the old man: “Thank you very 

much for the exciting journey. It was 

very interesting.” He said “No problem 

Amy. See you again soon” and turned 

back to his kangaroos. 

“How do you know my name?” I asked. 

He said “Sorry my little one. I keep 

thinking you are my daughter but she is 

now 58 and I am 95 years old, but you 

do look just like her.” Surely this could-

n’t be my dad? Suddenly I spotted a 

familiar looking box, so I stepped inside 

and in a flash I was back home with my 

mum who was waiting for me. I turned 

to her and said: “You’ll never believe 

what happened to me.” 
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Summer Golf Day Set to Raise Money 

for Hearing Dogs’ Charity 
INTERESTED in golf then a tournament being organised by a local business 

may be for you. 

The Hearing Care Centre which has a clinic at Rowan House Health and Well 

Being centre in Queen’s Road, Hethersett, will be holding its inaugural charity 

golf day, suitable for complete beginners as well as experienced golfers. 

The event will take place on Wednesday, 17
th
 July, at Seckford Golf Club, near 

Woodbridge. All proceeds from the event will go towards the company’s chosen 

charity Hearing Dogs For Deaf People. 

Beginning at around 1 pm, golfers will enjoy 18 holes of golf across a stunning 

course, while those who are new to golf will receive three hours of tuition with a 

PGA golf professional. The two groups will re-join at the clubhouse to enjoy a 

freshly cooked BBQ dinner and conclude with the official awards ceremony. 

There will also be prizes which all attendees will have a chance of winning dur-

ing the event. 

The Hearing Care Centre is a family-run hearing care company which has 26 

clinics across East Anglia. Last year the company raised £20,000 for Hearing 

Dogs For Deaf People as part of its 20
th

 birthday celebrations. 

Entry for the event is £50 per person and includes the golf, BBQ, snacks and a 

donation to the charity. Golfers wishing to enter the tournament itself must enter 

in teams of four. 

Karen Finch, Managing Director of The Hearing Care Centre said: “Many of our 

patients are keen golfers and said to us, why not organise a golf day? We are 

very excited to try something new and have tried to make this fantastic event 

inclusive for everyone.” 

Tickets and further information can be found at www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk/
golf or by calling 01473 230330.  

Established in 1998, the main Hearing Care Centre practice is situated in Ips-
wich with a further 25 centres located locally in: Aldeburgh, Attleborough, Ayl-
sham, Beccles, Bury St Edmunds, Carlton Colville, Dereham, Eye, Felixstowe, 
Framlingham, Hadleigh, Halesworth, Harleston, Hethersett, Hoveton, Ipswich 
East, Needham Market, Norwich, Southwold, Stowmarket, Sudbury, Thetford, 
Watton, Wickham Market and Woodbridge. 

http://www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk/golf
http://www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk/golf
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Social Media Watch 

Looking at some of the comments about the village on Social Media: 

In Praise of Doggie Bins 

“While on my holidays I have never found anywhere that has as many doggy 

bins than Hethersett, I think we are lucky to have as many as we have.” - Mes-

sage left on All Things Hethersett Facebook site 

Charity Help 

THANK YOU so much Tesco Express, Hethersett, for your very kind donation of 

Easter Eggs for the Zumba Kids Easter Party in aid of Finnbar's Force. Great 

community support. - From All Things Hethersett Facebook site. For more details 

of this event see the poster elsewhere in this edition of Hethersett Herald. 

Tributes To Albert 

Through the pages of the excellent All things Hethersett Facebook page we have 
learnt of the death of another well-known Hethersett character. 

Albert Ringer has died at the age of 74. Albert was given six months to live in 
March 2018 but defied the odds and survived for a year. 

Albert, who was a bachelor, lived in the same house his entire life and dedicated 
his life caring for his mother until she was in her 90s. Hannah Harrison left the 
message of Albert’s death and said: 

“He had many friends in Hethersett so I want you all to know that every one of 
you that said hello to him on his travels or took time to talk to him properly, you 
kept him from being lonely. He died knowing how very loved he was by his vil-
lage.” 

Other tributes followed including one from Steve Walker from his days as care-
taker of what was then Hethersett Middle School and the chats he had with Al-
bert when he was doing school crossing duties. 

Hannah Harrison will be running 28 miles in 28 days during April with money 
raised from donations going to Cancer Research UK in memory of Albert. “I will 
be running just over a marathon in a month, which doesn't sound like a lot if 
you're an experienced runner who could do a marathon in a day. But for me, a 
very amateur runner, this will be a massive challenge particularly as I have a 
busy life,” Hannah said.  

You can sponsor Hannah by visiting: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/
page/hannahs-28-miles-in-28-days. 
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We Are On Facebook 
Hethersett Herald is on Facebook. You can follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/ 

Sports Reports Needed 
We are happy to carry reports and results from sports clubs from 

Hethersett or with connections to the village.  

If you would like your club featured just send the details to peter-

steward@lineone.net. Photographs are particularly appreciated. 

Your help will allow us to continue to expand the coverage of sport/

leisure and fitness in our award winning village. 

Places Available on Stately Homes Trip 

Hethersett Horticultural Society is offering the chance to join mem-
bers in a weekend trip to Chatsworth House on Saturday 11th May 
and Burghley House on Sunday 12th May  

Three double rooms for the trip are still available for a deposit of 
£100 with a balance to be paid after that of £160. 

The cost includes coach and an overnight stay with evening meal, 
bed and breakfast at the Best Western Hotel in Long Eaton. 

To book a place or for more information please ring 01603 931292. 
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Rector’s Plea For Kindness 
HETHERSETT Rector, The Rev Derek 

McClean, has issued a call for more 

kindness as we approach Easter. 

Writing in the village Good News maga-

zine Rev McClean speaks of the 

“apparent lack of grace and forgiveness 

in social media.” 

He refers in particular to the furore that 

has surrounded actor Liam Neeson: 

“The debacle around Liam Neeson’s in-

terviewed confession of his own self-admission to understand the deep-

seated primal urge for revenge is still causing ripples and storms in social 

media. 

“Whatever the rights and wrongs of his actions and motives, both at the 

time and in the confession in a promotional interview, I have found the 

actions thought-provoking and instructive.” 

The Rector adds that he finds it thought-provoking because of the 

“apparent lack of grace and forgiveness in much of what has passed on 

social media. 

“Neeson has said ‘I used to be like this. It was abhorrent. I sought for-

giveness, I am not the man I used to be 

“But social media, on the whole, has failed to forgive. As we enter Lent, 

the great season for reflection, confession and receiving forgiveness it is 

the call to become more Christ-like through the Holy Spirit. Thankfully, 

God is more forgiving than social media.” 

We have some hints on how to be more kind in our health section in con-

junction with Rowan House Health and Well Being Centre on page 46 of 

this edition of Hethersett Herald. 
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Having Fun With Your Dog 

Barking Mad Update with Hethersett’s Helen Tyler 

BRITAIN is a nation of dog lovers and as such, it is unsurprising that many of us 
lavish our time, energy and money on our canine best friends. It’s important to 
remember though that you don’t have to spend a fortune to have fun with your 
dog. Below we list five ways in which you can spend quality time together, in ad-
dition to the usual walks and cuddles, without breaking the bank. 

Turn everyday items into dog toys 

One man’s trash is his dog’s treasure. Why not have a sort out and see if you 
have anything that could be made into a game for you and your dog to play? For 
example, an old muffin tray can be made into a fun treat finding competition, by 
placing tennis balls in the cups. Always ensure that any materials are safe for 
your dog and that play is fully supervised. Enjoy - what could be more fun than a 
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free game of tug-of-war?  

Make your pooch Instagram famous 

Everybody nowadays seems to be ‘chasing the gram’, so why not your pooch? 
Creating your dog’s very own Instagram account is a fun way to spend time to-
gether. Posting photos is a great way to share what you love about your dog 
with others.  

We’re sure that your best friend will not protest too much about going on doggy 
adventures in beautiful locations and being snapped enjoying their favourite 
tasty treats. Insta-famous dogs such as Crusoe the Celebrity Dachshund even 
have their own merchandise and some get paid for creating content for brands.  

Visit historical sites 

Why not learn about the past with your favourite pooch? A search on the Eng-
lish Heritage website reveals 70 free, dog-friendly places to visit.  

The National Trust is also keen to welcome more dog walkers and has fabulous 
places such as Caistor St Edmunds Roman Fort on offer which are free to visit, 
with just a car parking charge.  

Spare two minutes to help 

Why not make a difference with your dog and help rid your favourite beautiful 
places of litter and plastic pollution? Take your dog on a lovely walk and spare 
just a few moments of your time to do a #2minutebeachclean or 
#2minutelitterpick. Small acts such as this make a big difference when every-
one gets involved. 

Have a four-legged friend to stay 

If your dog is sociable and loves to play but you just can’t commit to owning a 
second one, there is a Barking Mad solution! Barking Mad South Norfolk, a ser-
vice which arranges holiday care, is searching for more dog lovers to offer a 
temporary holiday home for friendly dogs.  

Host families care for dogs in their own homes, at a time to suit them, with 24/7 
support and administration and insurance taken care of.  

Caring for a holidaying dog is a fantastic experience, not only for the human 
host, but also for their resident dog. We have many host families with a dog of 
their own and they just love having a new friend to play with. 

If you feel that your dog would love to have a temporary playmate, Barking Mad 
can be contacted on 01603 340595 for more information. 

Barking Mad is part of the Franchise Brands plc group of companies and is the 
UK’s favourite dog holiday company, as verified by TrustPilot. Contact Barking 
Mad at www.barkingmad.uk.com to find your dog’s home from home today. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/crusoe_dachshund/?hl=en
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/#?page=1&place=&mp=false&fe=false
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/#?page=1&place=&mp=false&fe=false
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/for-dog-walkers
https://beachclean.net/
https://www.barkingmad.uk.com/become-a-dog-sitter/
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Hethersett’s Changing Face 

THE changing face of Hethersett is illustrated in this pair of photographs 

sent to us by David Baker. The top photograph shows the then field by 

the water tower in Great Melton Road and below is the same area after the 

current development. 
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News From the Parish Council 

SERVING on Hethersett Parish Coun-
cil can be a rewarding role, the latest 
Hethersett Newsletter states. 

The newsletter is put together by the 
parish council and distributed through-
out the village. 

The latest edition poses the question: 
“Do you have an interest in how your 
parish is run?” 

“If the answer to this question is yes 
and you have some spare time, you 
may be interested in becoming a par-
ish councillor.  

“This is a voluntary but very rewarding 
role as you will be helping to make 
Hethersett a better place to live,” the 
newsletter states. 

Parish council elections are held every 
four years and the next will be on 
Thursday, 2nd May. 

Candidates must either live in the par-
ish of Hethersett or within three miles 
of the village or have worked in the 
parish for over 12 months. Candidates 
must also be over the age of 18.  

Nomination papers are available to 
download from the Electorial Commis-
sion website at 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  

or by contacting parish clerk Annette 
Palmer on hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk.   

You will have to move fast, however, 
as completed forms have to be re-
turned to South Norfolk Council by 
April 3rd The new council takes office 
on Tuesday, May 7th. 

Anyone wanting more information on 
the role of a parish councillor should 
contact the parish clerk or current 
chairman Adrienne Quinlan on 01603 
814379. 

Information on being a parish council-
lor is also available on the website 
www.beacouncillor.co.uk. 

We will have more information on par-
ish and district council elections in the 
May edition of Hethersett Herald.  

Council Renew Election Appeal 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Hethersett’s Norfolk County and South Norfolk Councillor David Bills told the 

latest meeting of the parish council that an additional £7.2 million has been 

made available for cycleways in the county. Some of this money may be used to 

further improve the cycle paths structure in and around Hethersett 
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News From the Parish Council 

Poo Attack 
A CONCERTED effort to cut the amount 

of dog poo in the village is being led by 

Hethersett Parish Council. 

A new group - Pick Up Poo (PUP) - has 

been set-up under the wing of the parish 

council to try and make an attack on a 

problem that has existed for decades. 

The PUP group is made up of parish 

councillors and residents and is hoping 

to change people’s perceptions. 

It has been clear for some time that the 

majority of dog owners are responsible 

people who pick up after their dogs - of-

ten using special bags which are availa-

ble from Hethersett Library and also in 

containers placed throughout the village 

(for more on this see our front page sto-

ry). 

PUP will be aiming to “positively influ-

ence public attitudes to persuade more 

people to be proud to pick up poo.” 

It will attempt to do this through publicity 

and effective communication with the 

public to all sectors including dog own-

ers, dog professionals and children. It is 

likely that a leaflet will be produced giving the location of dog bins in the village 

and other information. 

(Continued on next page) 

Contacting The 

Parish Council 
Parish clerk Annette Palmer can 

be contacted by telephone on 

01603 810915 or by e-mail at 

hethersett-pc@tiscali.co.uk.  

The parish office is currently up-

stairs in the village hall and is 

open on Monday and Thursday 

mornings between 10 am and 

midday. 

Contact details for the village’s 

13 parish councillors are availa-

ble at http://hethersett-parish-

council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. 

From May the parish council will 

have an additional member 

bringing its full complement up to 

14. 

The parish council also has its 

own Facebook page. 
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Parish Council Meeting Dates 
DATES for Hethersett Parish Council for the remainder of the year have been 

set. The April meeting of the full council will take place on Monday 15th. This 

meeting will be preceded by a meeting of the planning committee, 

Following new elections on May 2nd, the newly appointed council will meet for 

the first time on May 20th, a week after the annual parish meeting which will 

take place on May 13th. 

Subsequent dates are : June 17th, July 15th, September 16th, October 21st, 

November 18th and December 16th. 

In addition there will be planning committee meetings on  April 1st and 29th, 

June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th and 19th, September 2nd, October 7th, Novem-

ber 4th and December 2nd. 

 

News From the Parish Council 

A Serious Health Issue (continued from previous page) 

The group will also concentrate on the health and social consequences of not 

picking up dog poo. 

Other steps likely to be taken will include providing more permanent dog poo 

bag holders and seeking support from South Norfolk Council. 

The fight against dog poo is being led by Hethersett parish councillor Bridget 

Williamson. 

The group will also be looking to engage local schools and the youth club to 

help bring its aims to the largest possible audience. 

We will have more information on the fight to clean-up Hethersett in future edi-

tions of Hethersett Herald: “We are hoping that our work will have a positive 

impact,” Bridget Williamson said. 
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News From the Parish Council 

Sufficient volunteers have 
come forward to re-start a 
speedwatch scheme in 
Hethersett with parish 
councillor Bridget William-
son acting as co-ordinator.  

The volunteers will under-
go training from Norfolk 
Police who will also help to 
identify areas in the village 
of concern as far as 
speeding goes. 

A broken bench at the 
junction of Cann’s Lane 
and Queen’s Road is being 
removed and replaced. 
The council is also check-
ing on the condition of a 
public bench in Stee-
pletower. 

The parish council has 
agreed to make a donation 
of £100 to the Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau for its work 
locally. 

The parish council is hop-
ing to have a new parish 
office open and running in 
a public building in the 
near future.  

We will have more details 
of this in coming editions of 
the Hethersett Herald. 

Bee Orchids to Flourish 

THE parish council is temporarily suspending 

grass cutting on an area between the entrance 

to Steepletower and Haconsfield to allow bee 

orchids to flower. South Norfolk Council is re-

sponsible for grass cutting in the area but has 

agreed to the parish council’s request. 

The Hethersett Environmental Action Team 

(HEAT) has pointed out that the bee orchids are 

a protected plant under the Wildlife and Country-

side Act of 1981.  

As a result the area will be uncut to enable the 

orchids to flower between June and July. In addi-

tion the area may be temporarily roped off and 

signed. 

Our photograph above shows a sunny display of 

spring daffodils in the area around the Hethersett 

Parish Shorts 
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News From the Parish Council 

Snippets From The Parish Council 
THE following snippets are taken from proceedings of the March meeting of 

Hethersett Parish Council: 

The parish council is against any plans for a dementia care facility to be built on 

fields between New Road and the B1172 on the grounds that this would further 

erode the green belt between Hethersett and Wymondham. 

Meanwhile a Norfolk County Council road safety audit could be undertaken at 

the junction of New Road and the B1172 following complaints about problems 

motorists and buses have had in negotiating the junction. 

Parish councillors have met with Norfolk County Council’s Highways Depart-

ment to back residents’ calls for an extension of double yellow line to be extend-

ed in Henstead Road.  

Councillors were told that increasing the double yellows would be a “complex 

matter.” The parish council is also concerned about parking in and traffic prob-

lems in Cromwell Close and Great Melton Road close to the Mill Road junction. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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In For The Long Haul 
________________________________________________________________ 

A NEW book by Annegret Hall “In For The Long Haul” takes a detailed look 
at the convicts transported to a new land and the part they played in form-
ing the great country of Australia. It focuses on the lives of two convicts - 
Anthony Rope and Elizabeth Pulley from Norfolk. Elizabeth was initially 
sentenced to death for a number of thefts - some of which occurred in 

Hethersett. In an exclusive feature the author tells us about Elizabeth. The 
book is reviewed on page 38. 

________________________________________________________________ 

ELIZABETH was born to 
Tobias and Alice Pulley of 
Felthorpe, Norfolk, and 
baptised on 21st February, 
1762, in St Margaret’s 
Church. Tobias was the 
son of George and Dorothy 
(neé Bensly) Pulley from 
Horsford, where Pulley 
families had lived for cen-
turies as tenant farmers, 
weavers and rural workers. 
Their surname is variously 
recorded as Pully, Puly, 
Powley and Pulley. 

At age 15, Tobias was ap-
prenticed as a weaver to 
Thomas Brown in Drayton for a seven-year term at a premium of £2. On 18th 
December, 1756, he married Alice Brighton at Haveringland St Peter’s Church 
and their first child William was born in Costessey. Tobias finished his appren-
ticeship in 1758, and moved his family to Felthorpe. On 26th August, 1759, a 
second son, Tobias, was baptised at St Margaret’s Church. Three years later, 
their daughter Elizabeth, the central character in this story, was born, and the 
family then moved back to Haveringland. 

In February 1764, tragedy struck. Both Tobias senior and junior died of a conta-
gious illness and were buried in St Peter’s Churchyard aged 27 and five. Alice 
was now a young widow with two small children and a third expected. Without 
income or property they faced a bleak future. There were few job opportunities 
for females with children, especially when pregnant. Alice would have sought out 
the most menial jobs in the village such as laundering clothes. Their existence 
probably depended on the Parish Church, or on a Brighton or Pulley family who 
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could feed extra mouths. 
They may have been sent 
to the poorhouse, but there 
is no record of this. Later in 
the year Alice gave birth to 
a boy, baptised as Tobias 
on 29th March, 1765, at St 
Peter’s Church. 

An even greater calamity 
lay ahead. In April 1768 
Alice died and was buried in 
Haveringland. The young 
Pulley children, Elizabeth 6, 
William 11 and Tobias 3, 
were orphaned. Nothing is 
known of their immediate 
fate but it is likely they were adopted by relatives or sent to an orphanage. Some 
local parishes paid relatives to care for orphans. The St Faith Parish had a small 
workhouse close to Horsford and, if sent there, they would have immediately 
been put out to work. Pauper children were often indentured into bonded service 
so that the parish did not have to maintain them. 

It is unknown how Elizabeth or her brothers fared in this system. The rural econ-
omy was severely depressed at the time, so the prospect of payment from the 
parish attracted households to take children. In such arrangements, many or-
phans were treated no better than farm animals. 

The first record of Elizabeth as a youth appears when she was 17. In mid 1779, 
she was imprisoned in the Norwich Castle to await trial for stealing. On July 14th 
she appeared before the Quarter Sessions charged with stealing ‘one cheese, 
one woman’s bonnet, one short gown, Two gowns, two aprons, one shift, one 
silk handkerchief and two caps, the property of Stephen Coulson’. She was 
found ‘not guilty’ and acquitted. The circumstances of the charge are unknown. 
She may have been working as a domestic servant when these goods went 
missing.  

In 1780 Elizabeth moved to Hethersett where she was probably in service 
to one of the large residences. On the 19th February, 1780, she was sent to 
the workhouse for being disorderly. No details of the charge survive, other 
than Elizabeth being released the same day. At that time anyone unem-
ployed with no fixed address could be prosecuted as a vagrant. She was 
probably released after someone vouched for her respectability. 

A month later, Elizabeth announced by banns in the Wymondham Abbey her 
impending marriage to Thomas Howes. If she were in service at the time, ap-
proval would have been needed from her employer. The marriage never took 
place, and her life was about to take a more serious turn.  

On 26th June, 1780, Elizabeth was again imprisoned in Norwich Castle for steal-
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ing goods from the father 
of John Coulsey in Dray-
ton. Court documents show 
she had left Hethersett and 
returned to the village 
where her father had 
worked. On Thursday July 
13th 1780, the 18 year-old 
Elizabeth was arraigned 
before the Norfolk Quarter 
Sessions and sentenced: 
‘To be conveyed to Wy-
mondham Bridewell, there 
to be confined 3 Weeks, 
then whipt, afterwards ex-
amined. Elizabeth Pulley of 
Drayton. Felony.’ In Wy-
mondham she was taken to the market place and publicly whipped. Male felons 
were regularly flogged but not females, and it suggests that her punishment 
was intended as a warning to others. The magistrate had estates in Drayton, 
and her accuser, John Coulsey, was a local landholder.  

After the whipping, Elizabeth was returned to the Bridewell and shackled in a 
small damp dungeon. Paradoxically, today, the Wymondham Bridewell Muse-
um refers to Elizabeth as a prisoner ‘who had helped found Australia’ and it 
offers a dungeon audio tour in which an effigy of Elizabeth delivers a speech 
about her transportation. But future “celebrity status” was of little use to Eliza-
beth in 1780 – she was confined to a damp dungeon tending to her flesh 
wounds, an existential threat in those times. It is unclear what aspect of her 
crime led to this treatment, but the ‘stolen wearing apparel’ cited in the charge 
was probably the servants’ uniform she had worn when leaving without permis-
sion. This was her first real taste of judicial punishment, and it had been brutal 
and humiliating. She was released from the Bridewell in mid-August 1780. 

All three of Elizabeth’s court charges thus far were of a similar nature; the loss 
of goods at her workplace or departure from service without leave. Indications 
are that Elizabeth had grown into a determined outspoken young woman. Most 
households did not tolerate such independence in a servant, especially at a 
time when sexual harassment of female servants was seen as a male preroga-
tive in larger houses. Servants received low wages, with clothing provided as 
part of their board. If they quit of their own accord, they left empty-handed, and 
a master may have them arrested as vagrants. 

For the next year, Elizabeth abided by the law. But in mid-1781 she was again 
arrested for stealing from a Hethersett weaver Samuel Pightling ‘a Hat, an old 
Cloth Cloak, a silk Handkerchief, an Apron, 3 Breads, and 3½d’. Because of 
prior convictions the trial was assigned to the next Assizes. On 6 August 1781 
she was found guilty and sentenced to 12 months in the Aylsham Bridewell. 
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Again, the background to this theft is unknown, and it remains a puzzling epi-
sode in Elizabeth’s early life. If she stole for monetary gain, why would she take 
such paltry items?  

Elizabeth served out her one-year sentence. To pay her food allowance in the 
Bridewell, she did handicrafts for sale. Bridewell turnkeys often appealed to mag-
istrates for food allowances, but were instructed to ‘Let them work or starve’. 
Most prisoners lived in rags and were permanently sick. 

In August 1782, Elizabeth, aged 20, was released. Getting employment was diffi-
cult with a criminal record, and soon she was in trouble again. On Christmas Eve 
1782, she was taken to Norwich Castle prison for breaking into the Hethersett 
shop of Mrs Minns and stealing 2 cheeses, 4 Bacons, butter, raisons, flour and 
two rolls of Worstead cloth. One may surmise, with the record low temperatures 
leading up to the 1782 Christmas, Elizabeth, hungry and freezing in her prison 
rags, and surrounded with the Christmas festivities of others more fortunate, de-
cided it was high time she had a share! 

Elizabeth was transferred to a Thetford dungeon for the next Quarter Sessions. 
On 17 March 1783, the Judges Baron James Eyre and Fleetwood Bury and a 
jury of 20 men, found her ‘Guilty, to be Hanged by the neck until she be dead’. 
Fortunately a Royal reprieve later commuted the sentence to 7 years’ transporta-
tion, and she was sent back to the Norwich Castle ‘lower gaol’, where the poorer 
prisoners were held. 

In August 1786, the government announced that transportees were to be sent to 
New South Wales. After four years in prison, Elizabeth was told she would be 
transported on the Fleet ship Friendship. A gaoler escorted her and two other 
females, chained to seats on top of the coach, on a 3-day cold and miserable 
journey to Plymouth. It was probably a welcome change from prison, and, in any 
case, none had ever experienced the luxury of travelling inside a coach.  

Elizabeth, aged 25, boarded the Dunkirk hulk on 5 Nov 1786, and the Friendship 
on 11 Mar 1787. She was about to begin a new and remarkable life on an un-
known continent. 

The above is a condensed excerpt from Annegret Hall’s book “In For The Long 
Haul.” This article will also be appearing in the June edition of the Norfolk Ances-
tor, the official magazine of the Norfolk Family History Society. 

For more information on the society visit its official website at: 

https://www.norfolkfhs.org.uk 
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About The Book 
The following is taken from the back 

cover of Annegret’s book “In For The 

Long Haul.” 

“Many stories of the First Fleet and NSW 

(New South Wales) colony are prejudicial to 

the conduct of convicts and especially fe-

males. 

This book relates the history of this period 

through the eyes of the convicts, and in 

doing so debunks many untruths about the 

young men and women who struggled to 

create a new life in an unknown land. The 

lives of two convicts, Anthony Rope and 

Elizabeth Pulley from rural Norfolk, provide 

a factual human thread stitching together 

the fascinating story of this great Australian 

venture.  

Their individual stories, which start with stealing to stay alive, parallels those of 

most 752 convicts aboard the motley fleet of eleven ships sent in 1787 to es-

tablish a prison settlement on a faraway continent. 

Anthony and Elizabeth’s early existences were miserable and tragic, involving 

numerous criminal charges, persecution by guards, one of the “Fighting Five” 

aboard the Friendship, a liaison at the “riotous” disembarkation, a hanging 

charge for their wedding supper, and opposition to the Rum Rebellion in sup-

port of William Bligh.  

This is an epic account of adversity, hardship and courage. Anthony and Eliza-

beth’s lives together spanned 50 years - the entire period of convict transporta-

tion to Australia encompassing nine different Governors. They became the 

quintessential pioneering settlers who saved the colony from starvation and 

abandonment.” 
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In For The Long Haul Reviewed 
Review by Peter Steward 

Annegret Hall has a rattling good yarn to tell and she relates it with the perfect 

mixture of dramatic intensity and academic enthusiasm. 

The book is successful on a number of levels. Firstly as an historic document, 

secondly as an impressive story in its own right about redemption and the hu-

man spirit and thirdly as a love story. 

Particularly impressive is the way the author interweaves historical documenta-

tion within the framework of a crazy story. It was almost by chance that Eliza-

beth Pulley and Anthony Rope were 

thrust together. Under different cir-

cumstances both could have been 

hanged as common criminals in the 

UK. Their reprieve and transportation 

to what became Australia is the kind 

of story that myths and legends are 

made of and the author skilfully 

weaves the myriad strands together. 

This is an important historical story 

that was bursting to be told and An-

negret Hall has made it a very per-

sonal story that has had so many 

repercussions across the ages. 

It paints a vivid picture of the young 

days of a country with all its struggles 

and the way so many convicts turned 

their lives around and became almost 

model citizens and of course became 

the ancestors of so many Australians 

living in the country and throughout 

the world both today and within the 

framework of future generations. 

About The Author 

Annegret Hall was born in Germany and 

married an Australian in 1992 and moved 

to Perth, where she worked in materials 

science at the University of Western Aus-

tralia, and as a quality assurance manager 

for a nanotechnology firm.  

She has co-authored a number of papers 

in scientific journals, including Nature.  

Annegret has always been fascinated by 

early colonial history and, since her retire-

ment, has researched original sources 

about convicts transported to Australia. 

This has led her to question a number of 

the widely-accepted views on poor convict 

behaviour conveyed by early histories of 

the First Fleet.  

In For The Long Haul is available online 

from a number of outlets including Ama-

zon, Waterstones and Google Books. 
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Elizabeth Pulley’s Hethersett Crimes 
THE early part of Annegret Hall’s book deals with the early years of both Antho-
ny Rope and Elizabeth Pulley. Below are a number of extracts from the book 
which feature Elizabeth’s crimes in Hethersett. These are reproduced with the 
permission of the author. 

Page 24 - By February 1780, Elizabeth was living in Hethersett, 
16 km south of Felthorpe, 10 km southwest of Norwich. In the 
18th century, the large estates and farmhouses in Hethersett 
offered much-needed employment as labourers and servants 
and it is quite likely that Elizabeth became a maid or servant in 
one of these. On the 19 Feb 1780, close to her 18th birthday, 
Elizabeth was committed for disorderly conduct to the Norwich 
Workhouse, which was the nearest and largest workhouse to 
Hethersett. 

Page 27 …..in mid-1781 she was again arrested for stealing, 
this time from the weaver Samual Pightling in Hethersett. Be-
cause of prior convictions her trial was assigned to the next 
session of the twice-yearly Assizes Court in Norfolk and she-
was placed on remand in Norwich Castle until her case could 
be heard  

Elizabeth was found guilty and sentenced to 12 months hard labour. She was 
accused of breaking into the home of Samuel Pightling and stealing a hat, an old 
cloth cloak, a silk handkerchief, a coloured apron, three loaves of bread and 
threepence halfpenny in coins. This wasn’t the end of her crimes in Hethersett, 
however. 

Page 29 - On Christmas Eve, 1782, Elizabeth was arrested for burglary and 
felony in Hethersett 
and gaoled in Norwich 
Castle Prison on 6 Jan 
1783. 

This time Elizabeth 
broke into the shop of 
Mrs Elizabeth Minns of 
Hethersett on Christmas 
Eve and stole two 
cheeses, four pieces of 
bacon, several half pints 
of butter, a quarter of a 
stone of raisons, half a 
stone of flour and two 
rolls of Worstead. 
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For this Elizabeth was found guilty and “sentenced to be hanged by the neck un-
til dead.”  

This sentence was then commuted to transportation and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 

The map on page 39 shows the areas in which Elizabeth either lived 
or stole from and the map above illustrate just how successful Eliza-
beth and Anthony Rope were after being transported. 

On page 41 we have a chart showing the children and grandchildren 
of Anthony Rope and Elizabeth Pulley. Today there are thousands of 
descendants from the couple living all over Australia and further 
afield. 
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The Personal Touch 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Steve Hunter from Driving Miss Daisy - a new transport idea that prides itself on 

providing a personal service- spoke to the March meeting of Hethersett Dementia 

Support Group. Peter Steward was there to talk to him about his service. 

A transport system that provides a very personal touch has been launched in 
South Norfolk. 

Driving Miss Daisy is an international initiative that began in New Zealand but 
which has made its way to the United Kingdom to great success. 

Norfolk now has three franchises - one in King’s Lynn, one in Burgh Castle and 
one covering South Norfolk which is organised and run by Steve Hunter. 

Steve gave up his job with the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds to launch 
Driving Miss Daisy - a taxi service with a difference. And that difference is that 
every journey is tailored to the individual thanks to the personal touch. 
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Steve (pictured above) can provide transport for anything from days out, trips to 
family functions, shopping trips, hospital and doctor’s appointments, airport runs, 
school runs and a myriad of other needs on a door to door basis. And Steve is 
also happy to provide a companion service. 

“My aim is to provide a trusted and reliable, high quality alternative, particularly 
when friends and family can’t be there for their loved ones. Driving Miss Daisy 
offers a much-needed lifeline for older people, people with disabilities as well as 
for families and young children,” Steve said. 

Meeting Steve, you are immediately impressed by his openness, willing to con-
verse on virtually any subject, his love of people and his determination to provide 
a personal service that often goes above and beyond what might be expected. 

“Our aim is to give people the chance to live the life they choose, the best way 
they can by providing a caring, safe and reliable companion and driving service 
at a time when isolation and loneliness is fuelling a rise in mental and physical 
illness,” Steve added. 

Companionship is a word high on Steve’s agenda as he explained: 

“Days out, appointments and family events such as weddings are a popular 
choice for people wanting to use us. Our main priority is giving people a sense of 



 

Hethersett Herald                  44                    April 2019 

freedom and companionship that they might not have had before.” 

Steve is hoping to do his bit in the battle against loneliness: 

“In 2017, the Office for National Statistics report on loneliness found that 5% of 
adults felt lonely often or always, with a further 15% saying they felt lonely some-
times. The report also showed a link between loneliness and mental and physi-
cal health and wellbeing. This is why it is vital that we ensure as many people as 
possible have access to do the things that they want and need to do and we are 
here to provide that. It is such a rewarding service, and a privilege to see Driving 
Miss Daisy up and running across this part of the county,” Steve added. 

Steve particularly enjoys the days out with his customers - trips such as one gen-
tleman who booked Driving Miss Daisy for a trip to Happisburgh to pursue his life
-long passion for art by giving him the chance to paint the iconic Norfolk light-
house. 

Steve has only been up and running for a few months but already his service is 
gaining plaudits. One customer - Stuart Filmer - from Dickleburgh used the ser-
vice to take his mother on a shopping trip to Norwich: “They checked all my 
mum’s needs prior to the trip and were prompt, friendly and caring. I paid the 
price quoted and there were no hidden extras and afterwards Steve contacted 
me to let me know how my mum was getting on.” 
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Steve drives a modified vehicle which can take a wheelchair. All Driving Miss 
Daisy driver companions are DBS checked, trained in first aid and are dementia 
friendly 

The name Driving Miss Daisy comes from the Oscar winning film of the same 
name which starred Morgan Freeman and Jessica Laing. 

The initiative was launched in New Zealand in 2009 and has been in the UK 
since 2014. It has over 30 services operating across the country with Steve in 
charge of the Norwich South scheme which cover South Norfolk. 

To celebrate the launch of the new service Driving Miss Daisy Norwich South is 
offering Hethersett Herald readers10% off journeys for all first time customers 
who book for April. Just mention Hethersett Herald when booking and ask for 
your discount. 

To book a journey or to find out more call 0333 014 6211 (local call rate) or visit 
the website http://www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Kidness In Our Society 

Rachel Pailes (pictured right) from Rowan House 
Health and Well-Being Centre gives some tips on 
how to be part of a “kinder community.” 

“Kindness is the glue that holds society together. It is the essence of beauty. It 
brings smiles to faces, lightens our burdens, creates friendships, transforms peo-
ple and situations.” - David R Hamilton, Ph.D, Author if the Five Side Effects of 
Kindness. 

It’s official. The world is a better place when we all reach out to help each other. 
You see when we do someone a good turn, we produce serotonin (one of our 
bodies happy chemicals) which is why we feel good. The more acts of kindness 
we can offer in a day, without expectation of return, the happier we feel and the 
lower our stress levels are. 

And the best part? There’s no such thing as a small act of kindness – in fact 
even the smallest gesture can have a powerful ripple effect. Being kind helps 
others AND helps ourselves, it’s a win win situation! 

So what could you do to boost someone’s happy chemicals for the day? Here’s a 
few ideas. 

Pay someone a compliment. 

Ever noticed how awesome you feel after someone pays you a compliment? You 
hold your head a little higher and have an extra little bounce in your step. Why 
not make someone’s day and dish out a compliment or two? You might: 

• Tell your partner how gorgeous they look today. 

• Tell your children that they tell the best, most funny jokes ever. 

• Tell your boss that he/she inspires you. 

• Tell your children’s teacher how much you and your children appreciate 
them. 

• Tell your mum she looks beautiful today. 

Do something for nothing 
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Donating your money to good causes is all well and good (and much appreciat-
ed). But often what people need is your time and skills. Lending a hand in this 
way often fills a practical need and leaves you with that wonderful feel-good 
buzz. Why not: 

• Offer to get your neighbours shopping. 

• Offer to pick up a friend’s children from school. 

• Give away an hour of your working time – if you’re a therapist you might of-
fer a free treatment or if you’re a consultant a free hour of your time to some-
one in need. 

• Offer to help out at your children’s next school event. 

Let someone know you are thinking of them 

In a world where everyone seems to be connected to everyone else, it can be 
surprisingly easy to feel alone. Make a mental note to check in with someone 
special today. You could: 

• Give your parents a call to say hello. 

• Drop your sister or brother an email to let them know you’re thinking of them. 

• Ping your friend with a WhatsApp just to let them know how awesome they 
are. 

Donate everything! 

Almost everything you consider throwing away could probably be donated to 
help a good cause or someone in need. So before you chuck it, think about how 
you could donate it instead. Perhaps you could: 

• Give old uniforms and shoes to your local school. 

• Donate books and toys to your local nursery or pre-school. 

• Bag up clothes and shoes and pop them in a clothing bank (you can usually 
find them in the car park of your local supermarket). 

• Donate your old phone or tablet to a charity. 

You might also consider joining the NHS organ donation register, now that’s a 
big way to change lives. 

Be nice (to everyone) 

Ok, admittedly it’s tough to be nice to all people all the time, especially if you’re 
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having a difficult day yourself, if someone has been unkind or rude to you or if it’s 
deemed socially acceptable to be mean to a certain type of people (step forward 
parking attendants!) but do try. Consider: 

• Telling the barista that they make the most amazing mocca, chocca latte in 
the known world. 

• Saying ‘thank you, have a nice day’ to the person on the supermarket tills. 

• Being polite and patient to the receptionist (even if they can’t get you an ap-
pointment for that day). 

• Telling the restaurant waitress that your food was delicious. 

• Hold the door open for the person behind you. 

We hope we’ve given you a few ideas about how to spread a little kindness to-
day. Remember, there is no such thing as a small act of kindness. 

Cricketers Prepare 
For New Season 
HETHERSETT and Tas Valley Cricket Club 
is gearing up for the 2019 season. 

On Sunday, April 7th, members will be hold-
ing a Cricket Force Day from 10 am until 
midday to tidy up the ground and prepare 
their Flordon headquarters for the new 
campaign.  

It will be buckets and brooms to the fore as club members take part in the 
spruce up. 

Club members, captains and coaches will also be trained on the use of a 
club defibrillator by club member Dr Nick Morton. 

The club is also collecting for the Lord's Taverners’ Recycling Scheme 
with donations of cricket, rugby and football equipment, tennis balls, 
cones, bibs and other coaching kit along with general sports clothing, 
trainers and boots which will be passed on to disadvantaged and disabled 
children across Britain to enable them to engage in sport in their own 
communities.   
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Hethersett Social Club  

Opening Hours 
 
Monday - Closed 
Tuesday - 7pm to 11pm 
Wednesday - 7pm to 11pm 
Thursday - 7pm to 11pm 
Friday - 5pm to 11.30pm 
Saturday - 12pm to 12am 
Sunday - 12pm to 6pm 
 
The social club will be holding a mixed pairs darts competition on Friday, 
12th April with the draw being made at 7.30 pm.  
 
You can register for the competition by visiting the club or calling 01603 
811195. Entry fee is £6 per pair. Further details about the club are availa-
ble on its web site at:  
 

https://www.hethersettsocialclub.co.uk/ 
 
The club will be featuring live television coverage of Norwich City’s im-
portant promotion match at Middlesbrough on March 30th (kick off 5.30 
pm). 
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Village Screen Films Update 
ANOTHER sizeable 
audience attended 
the March offering 
from Hethersett Vil-
lage Screen. 

The Little Stranger 
on March 3rd 
starred Dombnall 
Gleeson and Char-
lotte Rampling in a 
British mystery dra-
ma with Gothic over-
tones.  

The film was preceded by a 20 minute 
1950s archive film of a school’s trip to Lon-
don. 

Next up will be the highly acclaimed Stan 
and Ollie on April 7th and the season of films 
concludes with the space drama First Man on May 12th which tells the story 
of the first man on the moon, Neil Armstrong. 

The organising group are already arranging dates for a new season of 
screenings starting later in the year. 

All films take place in Hethersett Village Hall on Sunday afternoons at 3 pm. 
Many are accompanied by films from the East Anglian Film archive. Light 
refreshments are available for £1 for coffee/tea and biscuits and entry is just 
£4.50 per person. 

Hethersett Village Screen is a non profit group which is fully supported by 
Creative Arts East, South Norfolk Council and Norfolk County Council and 
is also sponsored and supported by Hethersett-based solicitors Dawson’s 
Law.  

More information is available at  

facebook.com/hethersettvs and twitter.com/hethersettvs.  
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NORFOLK Police, in conjunction with Hethersett Herald, highlight just 
some of the scams currently doing the rounds and help you to avoid be-

coming a victim.  

Hethersett Matters 

POLICE are warning residents to be on their 
guard after receiving reports of a doorstep 
cold caller offering tree surgery work. 

They advise “never deal with cold callers 
looking to undertake work on or around your 
property.” 

“If you are looking to have this type of work 
done only deal with reputable companies you 
have researched and chosen yourself and 
have obtained a written quotation from,” Po-
lice advise. 

Anyone concerned about possible rogue 
trader activity in Norfolk can contact the Citi-
zens Advice consumer helpline by telephone 
on 03454 04 05 06. 

Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a 
Norfolk Trusted Trader by visiting http://
www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader. 

Police are also encouraging communities to 
help stop doorstep cold callers from targeting 
vulnerable people by becoming a No Cold 
Calling Zone. To find out more about the 
scheme or to apply visit  

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/nccz  

Reports are also being received from Norfolk residents about emails claiming to 
be from TV Licencing. In this case the email claims that TV Licensing had been 
‘unable to process your Direct Debt’. The email then went on to offer a link to 
enable you to ‘update your details’.  

These emails are not from TV Licencing and anyone following the link will be 
taken to a genuine-looking fake version of the TV Licencing website which will 
attempt to gather personal and financial details. 

Always question unsolicited requests for your personal or financial information in 
case it’s a scam 

https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader&urlHash=-5.843509746861419E-43
https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader&urlHash=-5.843509746861419E-43
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Never automatically click on a link in an unexpected email or text. 

For more information about how to stay safe online, visit  

http://www.cyberaware.gov.uk  

Home improvements are often one of the most stressful purchases that an indi-
vidual can make. Be it changing windows or building an extension on your 
home, these are often high value purchases which can sometimes take years to 
save for or pay off. Because of this, we are encouraging consumers to think 
#CHECK when considering choosing a tradesman or business for your next 
home improvement project. More details of #CHECK are included in our graph-
ic below. 

Finally this month a warning to be on guard after a report of a telephone cold 
call which was received by a Norfolk resident regarding council tax. 

During the call the cold caller talked about a ‘carbon tax on council tax’ which 
would mean ‘less energy 
efficient houses will pay 
more council tax’. The cold 
caller then attempted to 
make an appointment to 
undertake ‘a property sur-
vey’. 

The advise is as usual to 
always be very wary of any 
approach made in a tele-
phone cold call and never 
give or confirm any person-
al details or agree to some-
one visiting your home if 
approached in this manner. 

By following the above ad-
vice we can cut down this 
despicable trade that preys 
on people’s vulnerabilities. 
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PUPILS from Hethersett Acade-
my put in an exuberant perfor-
mance as they brought the 
gangs of America to Hethersett 
over two nights in March. 

The performances were full of 
colour and enthusiasm as a 
large cast took on an ambitious 
musical based on the Alan Par-
ker play and with music and 
lyrics by American singer-
songwriter Paul Williams. 

Bugsy Malone was a big hit 
when it first came out as a film 
in 1976, featuring a number of 
child actors including Scott Baio as Bugsy and Jodie Foster as the chanteuse 
Tallulah. 

Director Alan Parker picked singer-songwriter Paul Williams to give a modern 
sound to the action. Williams has written some of the great pop songs of all time 
including the classics “We’ve Only Just Begun,” “Evergreen” and “Rainy Days 
and Mondays.” His songs have been recorded by the likes of The Carpenters, 
Helen Reddy, Barbra Streisand, David Bowie and even the Muppets. 

Putting on Bugsy Malone was a tough ask of the youngsters but they performed 
with verve and enthusiasm and maintained their energy throughout a show that 
brings many demands with it. 

There were occasions when the youngsters were unable to project their voices 
with clarity, but this is something they will learn as they continue to “tread the 
boards.” 

A tremendous amount of work went into the production as Head of Creative Arts 
Tom Hilton explained: 

“A school production is a rollercoaster ride through auditions, casting, schedul-
ing, designing, meeting, building, painting, printing, transporting, negotiating, 
singing, dancing and of course the many joyful hours of rehearsing. 

“I have been so impressed by the incredible commitment and enthusiasm from 
so many, particularly our younger members who have jumped into their first 
school show and given it 100% from day one,” Mr Hilton stated in his programme 
notes. 

Exuberant Bugsy 
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The fun-filled show features a gang war in prohibition-era America, but these 
gangs are different. Whilst vying for ascendency their weapons are special 
splurge guns which fire a whipped cream style substance. There are plenty of 
cream pies thrown around as well. At times the stage got very messy. 

The essence of the play is to have youngsters/children speaking and acting like 
adults - but with much more fun. 

Overall this was a massive effort from all those involved including staff, musi-
cians, actors and a behind-the-scenes crew. 

Those taking part on stage included - Kieran Blundell, Emily Hancock, Caitlin 
Lemmon, Oliver Watson, Maddie Eggleton, Ellie Hogston, Evie Cook, Holly Pal-
in, Faye Winsley, Mia Robinson, Demi Wright, Billy Denny, Poppy Bradford, Lib-
by Caddy, Lola Smith, Faye Winsley, Eley Gare, Cheyenne Smith, Evie Holmes, 
Emily Hancock, Sarah Barrett, Bella Hartley, Miriam Gingell, Lily Bradley, Zoe 
Rodgers, Hannah Drew-Robinson, Mia Robinson, Maddie Eggleton, Bella Hart-
ley, Sarah Barrett, Katie Cossey, Keira Stevens, Silvia Pettitt, Charlotte White-
ley, Oliver Watson, Eleanor Ashling, Eve Robshaw, Olivier Partner. 

The Band - Elizabeth Patterson (flute), Watty Riley (flute), Di Stenton (clarinet 
and saxophone, Madeline Sharpe (bassoon), Ann Smith (trumpet), Mia Knights 
(trombone), Evie Gorman (guitar, Oliver Battley (bass guitar), Jamie Schweigart 
(drums), Tom Hilton (piano/conductor). 

The performances were produced and directed by Tom Hilton and Di Stenton 
with Tiffany Bruen-Brook and Chris Dilley as assistant directors. Choreography 
was by Eley Gare, set design by Kate Finlay and artwork by Leearna Rodgers 
and Darren Smith. 

Backstage support was from: Abi Hudson and Asha Smith (lighting), Rhiannon 
Roberts and Georgia Neave (sound), Elisha Carter (stage management), Chloe 
Anderson, Felicity Golden and Sophie Stanley (assistant stage crew), Lola Car-
ey (prompt), Ellie Etheridge and Carlalee Winfield (hair and make-up), Sophie 
Stanley (wardrobe), Carlalee Winfield and Shannon Woodcock (props), Kate 
Finlay and Year Nine DT Students (set construction), Frankie Brown, Brandon 
Gook, Abigail Joy, Abigail O’Dell, Freya Scott, Eve Shepherd, Rebecca Smith 
and Ruby Wellard (painting), Viking Stage Lighting of Norwich (lighting and 
sound equipment), Austeja Baguckaite and Year Nine Drama Students (front of 
house), The Friends of Hethersett Academy (The Speakeasy Bar), Fiona Hamil-
ton (box office). 

The event was held in the Academy’s sports hall. 

You can keep up to date with news from the creative arts department at Heth-
ersett Academy on twitter - @hethersettmusic. 
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 Hethersett School Watch 

PUPILS and staff from Hethersett Old Hall Prep School entered into the spirit of 

World Book Day with a special parade of characters. 

“It was such a colourful scene as everyone had a closer look at the wonderful 

range of characters and costumes on show,” the school states on its official web-

site. Those taking part included characters from Harry Potter, Where’s Wally, 

Angelina Ballerina, Lemony Snicket and Alice in Wonderland as our photographs 

show. 
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CARING pupils at Hethersett Old Hall School 
have been busy supporting charities. Firstly pu-
pils donated Easter eggs for the East Anglian 
Children’s Hospice.  

Donations came in from across the whole 
school, from Nursery to Sixth Form, and over 
60 eggs were taken to the hospice. The collec-
tion was organised by Year 11 girls who are 
pictured above. 

Pupils raised money for comic relief by wearing 
an item of red and taking part in a series of ac-
tivities entitled “A Minute to Win It.”  

They had one minute to try to achieve the high-
est score in a variety of tasks from stacking lip 
balms using chopsticks to bouncing pencils into 
pots.  

 Hethersett School Watch 
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From the Press Bench 

We look at one of the stories from Hethersett that have been featured in the local 

press over the past month. 

Man Fined For threats 

The Eastern Daily Press newspaper reported on a court case which saw Simon 

Lloyd of Back Lane, Hethersett, fined £100 after threatening to kill a neighbour 

before knocking down garden panels and causing damage. 

The neighbour hid in his conservatory after Lloyd threatened to kill him for flying 

a drone around his garden. The prosecution stated that Lloyd had headbutted 

the conservatory doors and made threats to kill. Lloyd admitted losing his temper 

but denied threats to kill or headbutting the conservatory. He lost his temper be-

cause the drone was being flown close to his house, he stated. 

As well as the fine, Lloyd was ordered to pay £20 compensation for the fence, a 

£30 victim surcharge and £85 costs. 

Friends Group Officially Launched 
A Hethersett Library Friends’ Group was officially set-up at a meeting in the library 

on March 20th. Now the hunt is on to find a chairperson to lead future meetings. 

Nine residents and two members of the Norfolk Library Service attended a meeting 

in the library with Leanne Ward taking on the role of secretary. 

The group will meet again on Wednesday, April 24th, at 6 pm to discuss a pro-

gramme going forward. Village archivist Gary Wyatt has offered to officially launch 

the group with a talk on the village archives. 

The group will meet at least four times a year and arrange a variety of events. 

The aim of the new group will be to “get the local community involved in the library 

and to promote the library in order to encourage more people to use its services.” 
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Below are the contact details for people you may want to get in touch with on 
village matters: 

Member of Parliament 

Our MP is Richard Bacon who can be contacted through the following: 

Email - Richard@richardbacon.org.uk. 

Address: Grasmere, Denmark Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4LE. 

Telephone: 01379 642097 

Web site: www.richardbacon.org.uk 

Facebook - Bacon4SouthNorfolk 

Twitter - @Bacon4SNorfolk 

Norfolk County Council 

Our Norfolk County Council representative is David Bills who can be contacted 
on 01603 813041. 

South Norfolk Council 

Our South Norfolk Council representatives are Leslie Dale and David Bills. 
Leslie can be contacted on 01603 810952. David can be contacted on 01603 
813041. 

Hethersett Parish Council 

Clerk to the council Annette Palmer can be contacted on 01603 810915. Parish 
council chairman Adrienne Quinlan can be contacted on 01603 814379. 

The Parish Council usually meets on the third Monday of each month at the Vil-
lage Hall. The planning committee meets on the first and third Monday 
(depending on planning applications).  

Agendas of meetings are displayed on village noticeboards at Churchfields, 
Hethersett Library, Hethersett Post Office, the Memorial Playing Field, and Heth-
ersett Village Hall. Copies of minutes are held at the library or are available from 
the clerk. The parish council office is open at the Village Hall (upstairs) on Mon-
day and Thursday mornings between 10 am and 12 noon. 

Email: hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Website – hethersettpc.info 

Council/Government Contact Numbers 
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www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 
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The Scott Willoughby Column 

Plenty Happening in “Quiet” Month 

March is usually a pretty quiet month as we move from Winter into Spring. The 
editor tells me that as he began to put the April edition of Hethersett Herald to-
gether he had something of a blank canvass with apparently little going on. 

But then, as always seems to be the case, the news and features began to come 
in and we have another bumper edition of Hethersett Herald - in fact the biggest 
edition to date. 

Our hope is that Hethersett Herald is becoming an integral part of Hethersett life 
- just as a number of excellent social media sites are becoming an important part 
of village life, 

Much has been made recently about the demise of the written press and it is 
very sad when highly respected newspapers and magazines are forced to close 
due to a lack or readership. 

There are a myriad ways people can today access news and our hectic pace of 
life mean that time is no longer set aside for the more leisurely pursuit of sitting 
with a printed newspaper or magazine. 

Traditional journalism as we knew it in the decades from the 1960s until the 
1980s is not likely to return. So that’s where we come in. Covering news in Heth-
ersett is a joy - there really is so much going on. 

Newspapers/magazines have limited editorial space (in their world advertising is 
king). Hethersett for instance only receives a small amount of coverage in the 
local press and has to compete for coverage with much larger towns. As a result 
most of what goes on in our village never makes it into the press. 

That’s where social media and e-magazines such as this one come in. We have 
no space constraints and can “give a story the space it deserves.” We can give 
pages to something that the press can only give a sentence to. 

There really is so much happening in our village and, despite often running to 
well over 80 pages, we realise that we probably only scratch the surface of what 
is going on in Hethersett. 

Having said that we hope that this magazine, along with all the developing web 
and social media sites help to keep people truly informed about some of the 
things that are happening in our village. 

Do let us know if you have events you would like covered in these pages. 

New Initiatives 
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The Scott Willoughby Column 

Scarcely a month goes by without another excellent initiative being introduced. 
Taken individually many of these initiatives seem to be small but, when put to-
gether, they make a major contribution to village life. 

This month we heard of a hugely innovative scheme to cut back on the number 
of plastic bags, ironically by providing plastic bags. A number of bottles have 
been placed around the village containing bags which people can use for their 
shopping rather than taking new bags from shops and thus putting more plastic 
into the world. 

The second initiative that has intrigued me is the book swap which has been set-
up in Back Lane and where people can take and leave books. 

Hethersett residents are nothing if not innovative and these brilliant ideas are 
helping to make our village even more special. We look forward to reporting on 
new ideas in the future. You can read about these latest initiatives in other parts 
of this edition of Hethersett Herald. 

Where Are The Birds? 

Last month in my column I spoke about the dearth of birds in my garden in spite 
of the fact that we regularly put out treats for them. The following notice was put 
on the All Things Hethersett Facebook page which seems to bear out my 
thoughts. 

“Sometime ago on here there was a post about birds in your garden. This 
prompted me to install a bird feeding pole and eagerly wait for the wildlife. 
For some reason the birdies don't seem to visit, although I've never seen 
a cat around. I've come to the conclusion that I live in a no-fly zone or 
there is some invisible force field surrounding my garden? The treats 
available in my garden bistro are mixed seed, niger seed, fat balls, pea-
nuts and suet in a dangly coconut...is my menu wrong? 

Here is a list of all the birds I've observed in the last 2 months: 

A pigeon.” 

Finally this month, whilst welcoming news that there will be an additional seven 
million pounds made available for cycle paths in Norfolk and the fact this could 
benefit our own path between Hethersett and Wymondham, I would question 
just how much these paths will be used by cyclists. What do you think? 
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What’s In a Name? 

WHEN I walk round the village I am frequently asked by people about the so 
called ‘strange’ names of the roads in the Heathfields housing development 
close to the water tower. Natterer’s Road, Barbastelle Crescent and Alcathoe 
Close spring to mind. However, the names are far from strange because, follow-
ing a suggestion from Dr Anne Edwards from the John Innes Institute in Colney, 
they were named after species of British bats.   

Dr Edwards is an eminent research assistant at the Institute and is a Hethersett 
resident, leading member of the Hethersett Environmental Action Team (HEAT) 
and a Hethersett Parish Councillor. She is a committed environmentalist who 
was awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM) in 2015 in recognition of her part 
in discovering the first outbreak of ash dieback disease in the country at 
Ashwellthorpe. Subsequently she has worked tirelessly as part of an internation-
al consortium of scientists trying to find resistant genes in ash trees. 

The bat population in Britain is under increasing threat from housing develop-
ments and the demand for new homes. The subsequent loss of suitable habitats 
has led to a worrying decline in bat numbers. It seems very apt then that we rec-
ognise the names of some of the species in this new development.  

Associate Editor Roger Morgan continues his look at the roads of Hethersett and how 

they came by their names. 

Pipistrelles are the commonest 

and most wide spread of all British bats. They are fast and jerky and often 

dodge about chasing small insects which they eat on the wing. A single pipi-

strelle can eat up to 3,000 insects in one night. They are tiny weighing about 5g 

(the same as a 20 pence piece). 
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Barbastelle bats are rare, living and roosting in woodland. They have a distinc-

tive pug-shaped nose and large wide ears. They weigh between 6-13g and are 

fast and agile flyers. 

The Noctule bat is one of the largest British bats weighing between 18-40g.  

They are often the first bats to appear in the evening. They are powerful fly-

ers often flying well above tree top level reaching speeds in excess of 50kph.  

Primarily they are tree dwellers but will fly over 10km from their roost to feed-

ing areas. 

Serotine bats are also relatively large weighing 

between 15-35g and they often appear early in 

the evening. They have broad wings with a lei-

surely flight with occasional short glides. They mainly roost in buildings with high 

gables or cavity walls. They are more likely to be found in old buildings and 

churches. 
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Natterers bats weigh between7-12g and have distinctive pinkish limbs which 

explains their old name of ‘red-armed bat’. Their flight is slow but their broad 

wings and tail membrane give them great manoeuvrability. They tend to live in 

old stone buildings like barns and churches. 

There are two species of Horseshoe bats, the 

greater, weighing between 17-34g, and the lesser, 

weighing between 7-9g. Both types have a charac-

teristic horseshoe shaped nose. The greater varie-

ty usually live in caves, tunnels or buildings. They tend to feed for an hour after 

sunset and have a second feed just before dawn. The lesser type feed 

amongst vegetation, rarely flying above 5m from the ground. 

Alcathoe bats origi-

nated in South East 

Europe but have re-

cently migrated to 

Spain, Sweden and 

England. They are 

very small weighing between 3.5-5.5g. They roost in 

trees and feed high in the canopy or above water, mainly eating flies. 
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A Rubbish Tale 
As I walked across the field at the top of Admi-

rals Way, there was an older lady collecting rubbish in a bag, rubbish that had 
been dropped just outside the school gate.  

Bottles, cans, crisp packets etc by the look of it. I watched in admiration, as she 
was having difficulty bending over to collect the students’ droppings. The gate 
was closed and locked, so she hung the bag on the inside of the fence next to 
the gate and walked away. Good for her, I thought, good for her. 

The next day, a Monday, I walked that way again. What a surprise - the rubbish 
bag had been thrown back over the fence and was sitting on the side of the path 
just next to the gate.  

Obviously, whoever unlocked the gate did not like the bag of student detritus 
hanging on the fence, and was not prepared to take it to the school bin. 

It was still there a week later. 

Then I saw it hanging back on the inside of the fence. Obviously the lady had 
been back! 

The bag has now disappeared, someone has cleared it away from the fence at 
last. Not always the students who dump the rubbish then, even if it was their 
rubbish initially. 

Moaning Minnie 

“Where did Hethersett begin and end? Should Burnham Market declare UDI? Why 
had national publishers turned down at least two manuscripts for Sap Rise to 
Cringleford? Could Mileham go metric one day? Questions bounced off the pages 
like enthusiastic youngsters at a gymnastics meet.” -   To find out who said this turn 
to page 85. 

Some people have an irrational fear of bats, possibly due to their nocturnal life 

style, somewhat erratic flight pattern and the countless Dracula and vampire 

films. 

However bats are not aggressive at all and will avoid contact with humans. 

Some do carry viruses like rabies and should be handled with care. Their superb 

echolocation system makes them excellent flyers and it is a sight to behold, 

watching them feeding on the wing over the garden during the warm summer 

evenings. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs with Connie Tindale 

‘Best laid plans’ 
THE best laid plans of mice and men often go awry. Our plans for hedgehogs did 
the same. Last month we had some chaos trying to 
sort out non-sleepy hedgehogs and, when the rea-
son for their wakefulness became apparent, it was 
not pleasant. When cleaning out the hutch of one 
hog that had been moved outside we found a half-
eaten heat pad and a rather large round hole in its 
hutch.   

On checking the other hutches we found the same.  
The poor hogs had been sharing their homes with 
rats. We were horrified and in panic cleared all the 
hogs outside even though it meant doubling up on 
sleeping accommodation.  

What freaked me out personally was that I am phobic about rats and every night, 
before I went to bed, I put my hands into the piles of straw that made up the 
hogs’ nests to ensure that they were warm and OK. If I had known that there 
could have been a rat in there, I would have been terrified. Ignorance can some-
times be bliss.   

We now have the task of fumigating and repairing all the hutches ready for next 
year to make them rat proof. The shed in which the hutches are housed is proba-
bly the best part of 50 years old and I think that if it was sneezed on it might 
make a hole big enough for a rodent to squeeze through, so we are investing in 
a new shed which should keep our invaders out. We will mend the holes in the 
hutches (one of which is only two months old) and cover the backs and sides 
with fine wire mesh. 
We will also replace all 
of the lost heat pads to 
make sure that all the 
Autumn juveniles that 
come into our care are 
properly catered for. 
The hogs, now with a 
more peaceful life in 
the outside runs, went 
straight off to the sleep.  
Those that went to 
sleep early, before the 
rat invasion, have al-

Hedgehogs can climb but only over smallish barriers. 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs 

ready woken up 
and been re-
leased but the 
late sleepers are 
still fast asleep 
catching up on 
their hibernation; 
including Snuffles 
who has been in 
his house for a 
while now snooz-
ing away. 

Hector woke up 
and his run was 
opened so he 
could just walk 
out. We think that he does roam each night but he returns ‘home’ where he obvi-
ously feels safe. We do not have the heart to evict him even though we had in-
tended to split up double dwellers and move one into his space instead, but 
things have been left as they were. 

Paul Baisley returned the two hogs that he had been fostering excellently over 
the winter and they have been released into a garden on the Steepletower estate 
where they had been found. They have both settled into the new hedgehog 
houses that were kindly bought for them by their finder. We still have Snuffles 
who will go there too when he wakes up. 

Hedgehogs can climb but there is a lot of misunderstanding of how high they can 
go. One of our supporters was told that it did not matter that there was a fence 
around her garden as the hog could climb over it. That is nonsense. There is a 
‘climber’ in our garden who manages to get up a small barrier by standing on its 
hind legs and stretching upwards as far as it can and then hauling itself up. The 
prize at the top is food that was put out for a stray cat which comes calling three 
times each day. I doubt that anything higher than that could be reached. 

Please put out some food for those little ones who have lost a lot of weight over 
the winter and are desperate for food when there is still so little of it about and 
see if you can make a small walkway though your fence so that they can forage 
over a larger area. Thank you. 

 

This little hog may have just 
woken up and is in need of 

food. 
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Groups and Societies 
Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club 

The group usually meets on the fourth Monday of the 
month (Bank holidays usually the third Monday) in 
Hethersett Village Hall at 7.30 pm.  

It has a qualified demonstrator and there is the 
chance to win one of the arrangements via a raffle at 
the end of the evening. Membership for a full year is 
only £25 and visitors are welcome at a cost of £5. 

Hethersett Croquet Club 

Hethersett Croquet Club is extending a warm welcome to new players as club 
member Pat Pierce explained:  

“We are a friendly bunch who just love playing croquet. We meet from 1st April, 
weather permitting, on the two pitches on the Memorial 
Playing Field. 

“Meeting times are Wednesday and Saturday afternoons 
from 2.30 pm. We have all the equipment, so come and 
give it a try - we would love to see you.   

“The first trial session is free, £2.50 per session thereafter. 
Members pay £40 annually, split into £20 payments in 
April and July. For more information please ring me on 
01603 811401. We look forward to seeing some new fac-
es.” 

Hethersett Methodist Church 

Shoppers’ coffee sessions take place every Saturday morning from 10.30 am 
until midday. Everyone is welcome to enjoy a hot cup of tea or coffee. The art 
and craft group meets every Wednesday morning from 10 am.  

Sunday worship takes place in the church at 10 am and 6.30 pm. More details 
about the church is available on the website www.hetheresettmethodist.org.uk. 

Hethersett Dementia Support Group 

The dementia café is held on the third Tuesday of each month in Hethersett 
Methodist Church Hall from 10 am until midday. A number of activities are organ-
ised for the meetings and refreshments are provided. More information on the 
group can be found elsewhere in this edition. More details are available from 
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Groups and Societies 
hethersettdementia2016@gmail.com. Just leave a contact telephone number 
and somebody from the group will get back to you within 48 hours. 

Turning The HEAT Up 

The next litter pick organised by Hethersett Environmental Action Team (HEAT) 
will take place on Saturday, May 11th, and will be followed by another pick on 
Saturday, July 13th, both starting at 10 am from Hethersett Methodist Church 
Car Park. The other scheduled litter pick will be on  September 8th. Everyone is 
welcome (the more the merrier) and pickers, bags, gloves and other equipment 
is supplied. 

HEAT is also organising an open gardens event in the village. This is likely to be 
held on a Sunday in July (date still to be confirmed). The group is looking to 
have more gardens than ever open to the public and anyone interested in taking 
part is asked to contact Geoff Dyet on 01603 812964 or via e-mail at  

Geoffreydyet@gmail.com. 

Aid in Sickness Fund 

Hethersett and District Aid in Sickness Fund (previously known as Hethersett 
Nursing Association) gives out grants to support people in need of financial help 
because of illness or disability. 

The fund was formed many years ago to give financial assistance to sick people 
living in Hethersett, Ketteringham and Little Melton. Its funds can be used to help 
individuals who are sick, infirm or convalescent as well as for help in the supply 
of medical or nursing equipment for organisations or institutions involved in the 
care of the sick. Grants are available for areas such as: 

• Car adaptations. 

• Wheelchair or other mobility items. 

• Support during a sudden medical crisis. 

• Nebulisers and other equipment. 

• Pre-payment certificates for prescriptions. 

All applications are treated in the strictest confidence and the fund is a regis-
tered charity. Further details are available from the trustees by phoning any of 
the following numbers: 

Liz on 811057, Mary on 811330, Barbara on 810502, Rachel on 812596, Alex 
on 07805 242326 or Christopher on 811010. 
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Groups and Societies 
Sanitary and Hygiene Products 

Free sanitary and hygiene products are now available from libraries, including 
Hethersett, throughout South Norfolk.  

The products are made possible through a Help Hub initiative supported by Nor-
folk County Council and South Norfolk Council. Donations of sanitary products 
are also welcome in order to keep the service running. Products are available 
from libraries in Hethersett, Costessey, Diss, Harleston, Hingham, Loddon, Long 
Stratton, Poringland and Wymondham. 

Hethersett Women’s Institute 

John Fisher from Broadland District Council talked about his experiences as a 
councillor including being “Rubbish Man.” He brought plenty of rubbish with him. 
He instructed members on which bin to put which rubbish in. He went on to tell 
members what happens to rubbish after it has been collected. 

Turn to the next page to see details of the WI and the programme for the re-
mainder of 2019. 

Hethersett Hawks Cycle Speedway 

Hethersett Hawks/Yellow Brick Mortgages turned their first wheels in the 2019 
season with a trip to Coventry for a challenge match. A very entertaining match 
ensued but several riders discovered how much fitness they need to improve 
before the season starts for real in April. 

New signing Craig Norton put in a solid performance and the team was well led 
by experienced Leigh Cossey but the star of the day was young Charlie Lyth 
who included a win in his 13 points.   

Owen Wells made what was a guest appearance, now that he has transferred to 
Wednesfield, to further his chances of success in his last season as a junior. 
Result: 

Coventry 95, Hethersett 85. Hethersett scorers: L. Cossey 16, C. Norton 14, O. 
Wells 14, C. Lyth 13, B. Loombe 13, H. Hamill 7, D. Longlands 4, P. Delaiche 4. 

We will be including full coverage of Hethersett Hawks’ season throughout the 
coming months. 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
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WE are looking to improve and expand our groups and societies section. 

If you would like your organisation to be featured in Hethersett Herald 

please contact the editor via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net. 

Reports of events and meetings can also be sent to the above email ad-

dress.  

The deadline for copy is the 15th of each month. Hethersett Herald is 

published on or around the first day of each month via the web site  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Announcement of publication is also made on social media plat-

forms including Facebook, Twitter and Next Door. 

If you enjoy reading Hethersett Herald please pass details on. 

Groups and Societies 

Table Tennis – What’s the Point? 

By David Wallace 

It’s easy to assume that everybody in Hethersett knows about the table tennis 

club at the Methodist Church. So presumably I don’t need to tell you that it is on 

Friday evenings between 7.and 9 pm. Equally there is no point my emphasising 

just how much fun it is, or how it suits all ages, or how good it is for physical 

health as well as mental agility. Oh well, just come along next Friday or any oth-

er Friday. You’ll be welcome! 

Children’s Society 

The house collection boxes at homes in Hethersett and Little Melton raised just 

over £501 for the Children’s Society The Christingle Service in December in St 

Remigius Church raised a further £211.92 for the charity. Anyone interested in 

having a collection box in their home should contact Linda Ricketts on 01603 

811964. 
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Groups and Societies 

Bellringers’ Appeal 

Hethersett Bellringers’ group has recently welcomed three new recruits but 
would still welcome more people interested in being trained to ring. 

“We are pleased to have three new recruits learning to ring with us, all of whom 
are progressing well, but we are always on the look-out for anyone interested in 
learning to ring - a hobby which provides light aerobic exercise, combined with 
activities designed to maintain an active brain. No special skills or strength are 
needed and anyone can do it,” the Ringers said. 

Anyone interested in learning more should contact Mark Larner on 01603 
810971. 

Messy Church 

Dates for future family messy church sessions in St Remigius are July 6th, Sep-

tember 14th and November 30th. 

Probus Club 

President John Nortcliff talked to members of the Probus Club about his aca-
demic and working life. He left school with just one O’ level before becoming ex-
tremely interested in engineering. He went on to spend 17 years in management 
and ended up as a financial director, proving his versatility. John retired in 2002 
and for a time lived in France before returning to England in 2009 and settling 
down in Norfolk. 

Hethersett Society 

Barbara Miller spoke to Hethersett Society on the subject of “A Bishop, a Quaker 
and a Roll of Wire Netting. She talked about the lives of three outstanding people 
who restored Norwich’s fortunes after the decline of the textile industry. Edward 
Stanley served as Bishop of Norwich between 1837 and 1849 and did much to 
enhance the reputation of the clergy and the physical state of the Cathedral. Jo-
seph John Gurney (1788-1847) was a partner in his Quaker family’s famous 
banking house. During his lifetime a number of far-reaching changes occurred in 
economic production and the political organisation of Great Britain and he was 
an active participant in these changes. 

In 1869 J J Dawson Paul was taken into the partnership of a new Norwich com-
pany, Boulton and Paul, which proved very successful, specialising in prefabri-
cated buildings, aeroplane manufacture and wire netting. 
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Story of a Leading Norfolk Light 

The story of a German boy who became one of the leading lights in the city of 
Norwich was the subject of a talk by Norfolk author Phyllida Scrivens (pictured 
below) to Hethersett Society on March 11th. 

Phyllida’s talk was entitled “Escaping Hitler: A Jewish Boy’s Quest For Freedom 
and His Future.” 

She told the story of Joe Sterling who was born Gunther Stern in Nickernich, 
Germany, in 1924. Gunther was a Jew whose parents - Alfred and Ida Stern - 
perished in the Sobibor Concentration 
Camp. 

The young Gunther managed to escape to 
England on the kindertransport after a 
journey straight out of a Boys’ Own maga-
zine. 

Once in England he stayed with families 
before joining the British army to fight the 
very Nazis that he fled from. He fell in love 
with a fellow soldier from Attleborough and 
they were married and eventually settled 
in Norwich. 

Gunther changed his name to Joe Stirling 
and became a leading Norwich business-
man through his company Stirling Travel. 

Such was his dedication to his adopted 
city that in 1975 Joe became sheriff of 
Norwich and a leading light in the Norwich 
Labour Party. 

Today he lives quietly in a Norwich Nurs-
ing Home. 

Phyllida has told Joe’s full story in her book which has the same title as her talk. 
She followed Joe’s story with a biography of the Lady Lord Mayors of Norwich 
from 1923 to 2017 which, like her first book, has been published by Pen and 
Sword books. 

Phyllida illustrated her talk with photographs from Joe’s past including those on 
this page which show his parents Alfred ad Ida Stern and a street in Nickernich 

Groups and Societies 
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from the early 1930s. 

Hethersett Society meets 
on the second Monday of 
each month in Hethersett 
Methodist Church Hall. 

The April meeting will fea-
ture a talk with slides about 
education in Hethersett 
from village archivist  

Gary Wyatt. 

Groups and Societies 
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The Children’s Transport That Saved Lives 

THE Kindertransport was an organised res-
cue of children from Germany, Austria, 
Czechoslavakia and Poland during the nine 
months before the outbreak of the Second 
World War. Almost 10,000 children, mainly 
from Jewish backgrounds, went on to live 
with foster homes in England and attended 
British schools.  

Often they were the only members of their 
families to survive. Many of the children 
came into the country at Liverpool Street 
Station and today there is a commemora-
tion statue just outside the station (pictured 
opposite  - picture by The Editor). 

Many of those who travelled to this country 
on the Kindertransport stayed here after the 
war and, like Joe Stirling, became successful businessmen and women and left 
a positive mark on society. The statue outside Liverpool Street station is entitled 
Kindertransport – The Arrival and was designed in 2006 by Frank Meisler.  

Groups and Societies 

Players On Stage - Wymondham Players will be presenting their version of 

Alan Ayckbourn’s play ‘Life and Beth’ from Wednesday 10th April to Saturday 

13th April. 

There will be performances each evening at 7.45 pm plus a matinee at 2 pm on 

Saturday 13th. Tickets are available online at www.wymondhamplayers.org.uk 

or from MoneyLettings of Wharton’s Court, Wymondham. 

The play is set at Christmas with Beth mourning the recent death of her hus-

band. Her sister-in-law and son have come to stay but their good intentions are 

short-lived. The Vicar tries to provide Beth with comfort but his efforts have un-

foreseen consequences. 

NOTE: We are happy to include events from outside Hethersett if they are likely 

to be of interest to village residents. 
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Groups and Societies 

Hethersett Dementia  

Support Group 

Speaker at the March meeting of 

Hethersett Dementia Support Group 

was Steve Hunter from the Driving 

Miss Daisy organisation (see our spe-

cial feature starting on page 42). 

The dementia friendly cafe meets in 

Hethersett Methodist Hall on the third 

Tuesday of each month. The next 

meeting will be on April 16th from 10 

am until midday and will include the 

agm at 11 am. Everyone is welcome. 

Speedy Delivery 

Former England fast bowler 

Matthew Hoggard was the guest 

after dinner speaker at an event 

organised by Hethersett and Tas 

Valley Cricket Club at Park Farm 

Hotel. 

Hoggard told tales from his life 

in national and county cricket. 

He is photographed on the right 

with club vice-president Richard 

Matthews who organised the 

evening. Park Farm Hotel is one 

of the club’s major sponsors. 
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Hethersett Horticultural Society 

By Leslie Dale 

At Hethersett and District Horticultural Society’s meeting on Wednesday, 20
th
 

February, Tom Williamson spoke about Humphrey Repton the creator of many 
landscaped gardens and parklands, including some in Norfolk. 

Professor Williamson spoke eloquently and passionately about the effects on the 
landscape of both Humphrey Repton and “Capability” Brown. The latter was “A 
One-stop Shop” for both ideas and putting them into effect; whilst Repton was 
really only selling “visions”, which he presented to his customers in the form of 
“Red Books”. These contain water coloured paintings of “before” and “after”. The 
latter obviously full of planting suggestions and infrastructural works. Repton’s 
clientele bridged a wider spread of society than Brown’s nobility. 

Repton felt that whilst a garden/landscape should reflect the “local vernacular,” it 
should try to emphasise the importance on the property’s owner and be 
“cheerful”. Catton Park is such an example, where its original entrance drive was 
totally realigned. Other examples of Repton’s design work can be seen at 
Oxnead and Sheringham Park. 

The following meeting on Wednesday 20th March saw Pauline Harper talk about 
planning the planting of vegetables to provide a year round supply and especially 
"preparing for Christmas”. 

Pauline commenced her talk by drawing a distinction between summer, autumn 
and winter vegetable seasonal outcomes. The key to producing one’s crop at the 
right time is clearly getting the germination and growing conditions right. 

That all important winter season needs Brussel sprouts, cabbage, leeks, carrots 
and parsnips. Of these the most difficult to germinate are the parsnips, needing 
fresh seed and warm conditions: “Why not try seed on a damp paper towel on 
the kitchen window ledge?” said Pauline; continuing: “Do we know about the 
minerals, vitamins and cancer-preventing qualities of Brussel sprouts?” Sadly a 
few peoples’ physiology converts Brussel sprouts’ taste into bitterness. 

Other vegetables we might enjoy were Swiss chard, celeriac and spinach; and 
those who like a bitter taste in their salad, the Witloof Chicory. There are over-
wintering salad plants, rocket, lambs lettuce and ordinary chicory. 

The Society meets on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall, 
Great Melton Road. Everyone is welcome - occasional visitors are charged 
£1.50 and refreshments are included. 

Groups and Societies 
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The Probate Fee Hike 
___________________________________________________________ 

Salena Dawson. Principal Solicitor for Dawson’s Law of Hethersett, 
looks at a new tax that could be a sheep in wolf’s clothing 

___________________________________________________________ 

GRIEVING families are again facing a substantial increase in pro-
bate fees which is due to take place next month. In 2017 the Gov-
ernment announced similar increases.  

The increases were not to assist the running of the probate ser-
vice but were to be utilised throughout the court and tribunal sys-
tem, the increases were therefore seen as an unfair tax on death.  

The increases became known as the “Death Tax,” but these were 
pulled at the eleventh hour. The increases again have become resurrected and 
we are told they will come into existence in April 2019 (the exact date still not 
being known at the time of writing this article). 

Currently there is a flat rate for probate fees of £255 (for those applying without 
a solicitor) and £155 (for those applying through a solicitor). This fee remains the 
same regardless of the size of the estate. However, the new reforms will exempt 
people with estates worth less than £50,000 from any fees at all but will signifi-
cantly increase the fees on a sliding scale. 

For estates valued between £50,000 and £300,000, the new fee will be £250. If 
the estate is valued between £300,000 and £500,000 this rises by 384% to 
£750. Then between £500,000 and £1million the increase is 1513% to £2500 
but the hefty increase will be for estates in excess of £2million where the pro-
bate fee increases by 2690% to £6000. Is this actually a stealth tax on our 
wealthier citizens? 

Now we may all be cynical and say that if an estate is worth millions then more 
should be paid by way of fees, but why? The probate office process is the same 
in producing a grant of probate for millions as it would be in dealing with an es-
tate worth £51,000. For higher valued estates there may be additional work for 
the executors to value the estate and more work to complete for the full Inher-
itance Tax for forms, but neither of these impacts the works of the probate office 

The next meeting is on Wednesday, 17th April, when Ray Martin will be de-
scribing “Monet’s Garden” and on Wednesday, 15th May, Richard Clark, of Pa-
nache Plants will talk about “Hardy Exotics”. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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or the Court System so there is no justification for the increase. 

We all know that increases in tax do not increase popularity for politicians and 
any tax rise has a stringent parliamentary process to be followed, debated and 
voted upon by both Houses.  

However, by classifying the increase as a fee, it allows the passing of the in-
crease by a “statutory instrument” which allows for lesser parliamentary scrutiny. 
As a result the changes were approved by the delegated legislation committee 
and are pending implementation and national rollout. It is estimated that the in-
crease in fees will raise £145 million in the next financial year. 

There is petition currently running to attempt further debate. This is at 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/232192  

Increasing the probate fee is not a popular move and the Law Society has been 
urging its members to lobby MPs. However, given the current political climate, 
probate fees are not at the forefront of people’s priority and unfortunately the 
impact of the fees will only become apparent after the loss of a loved one. 

For further information or help and assistance with all aspects of the probate sys-
tem, Dawsons Law can provide one off advice or assist you through the whole 
probate process. Call 01603 327280 to book an appointment and gain peace of 
mind. Locally. Dawsons Law is proudly a firm at the heart of your community. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Young Footballers Support Charity 
A HETHERSETT youth football team is putting its Christian principles into 

action by supporting the SENsational families charity. 

Hethersett Athletic Under-11s play in the Norfolk Christian League. 

“We hope that our teams do the village and church proud,” coach Mark 

Hitchcock told the village Good News magazine. 

The team gives regular football to 24 boys and girls with two teams - Lions 

and Tigers. 

“We don’t always win, but the coaches have focused on commitment and 

support to teammates throughout. As a result, we’re often most proud of 

the players when they lose and demonstrate good sportsmanship and ca-

maraderie,” Mark added. 

This season’s team shirts include the logo of the SENsational families char-

ity which helps Norfolk families to cope with special educational needs chil-

dren: 

“It is important to us that we support those less fortunate,” Mark added. 

The teams would welcome more help and support and messages can be 

left in St Remigius Church. 

More information on SENsational Families is available on their website at: 

Www.sensationalfamilies.org 



 

Hethersett Herald                  82                    April 2019 

Groups and Societies 

Heart of Hethersett 
Support Group 

‘Listening to those who have lost loved ones or 

are experiencing anxiety and depression.’ 

“Deep in earth my love is lying 

And I must weep alone.” 

Edgar Allan Poe 
Supported by Ivan Fisher Funeral Homes 

Please come along and share a tea or coffee with us. For all ages  

Anyone wanting more information or to be part of the group can contact Ste-

phen on Mobile: 07808 329102 or via e-mail at  

stephen.baxter@broadlandgroup.org  

or Peter via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net.  

We meet alternate Tuesdays from 5.30 pm to 6.30 pm in the lounge at 

Woodcote Sheltered Scheme, Firs Road, Hethersett. NR9 3JD. Contact 

Stephen or Peter for a full list of meeting dates or visit our web site at  

https://heartofhethersett.weebly.com 

or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/heartofhethersett/ 

mailto:stephen.baxter@broadlandgroup.org
mailto:petersteward@lineone.net
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Hethersett Herald 
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically in the first week 

of each month via the Hethersett Village web site at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publica-

tion providing news, views and information about Hethersett. It 

has no affiliation to any specific group, organisation or political 

party. 

Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These 

can be e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net.  

Everyone who works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so 

on a voluntary and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from any-

one who would like to help us increase and improve our coverage 

of village life. Views expressed are those of the individual authors. 

Herald Team 

Editor - Peter Steward 

Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Gary Wyatt. 

Proof Reader - Anne Steward. 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this edition of Heth-

ersett Herald. If you have enjoyed reading this e-magazine please 

pass on details to friends and relatives so that we can increase 

our readership. 

To contact us e-mail petersteward@lineone.net. 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On 

King’s Camps Re-Visited 
HETHERSETT Old Hall School will once again be teaming up with 

King’s Camps this year to launch Easter and Summer holiday sports 

camps. 

Easter dates are 8th to 12th April and summer camps will run from 5th 

to 9th August and 12th to 16th August. More information is available by 

phone on 01142 632 160. 

Caribbean Event 
Hethersett Old Hall School will be holding a Caribbean-themed fair on May 18th 
from 11 am to 3 pm. 

There will be a hog roast, fairground rides and much more and bookings for 
stalls are now being taken. Stalls cost £25 which includes a table and chairs. To 
book email Joy Elsley at jelsley.926@apps.hohs.co.uk. 

mailto:jelsley.926@apps.hohs.co.uk
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Hethersett Herald What’s On 

______________________________________________________________________ 

ON page 65 we posed the question: “Where did Hethersett begin and end?” and asked 

where this was taken from. 

It was included in an article written by well known Norfolk author Keith Skipper in the 

Eastern Daily Press newspaper. 

It certainly isn’t the first time that Keith has mentioned our village in one of his col-

umns and it does pose an interesting question. Hethersett is certainly a sprawling par-

ish which spreads out along the B1172 with Thickthorn having a Hethersett address 

and, at the other end, our village stretching out as far as the start of Wymondham and 

that doesn’t take into account the approaches to Ketteringham, Little Melton and Great 

Melton. 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On 
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The following are just some of the events taking place in Hethersett 
in April. If you have an event you would like to see featured in Heth-
ersett Herald, please send details including its date, time and venue 
to the following email address:  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Tuesday 2nd - Parents and Toddlers Coffee Drop-In, St Remigius 
Church, 10 am. 

Tuesday 2nd - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village 
Hall. 

Wednesday 3rd - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group 
meets in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Wednesday 3rd - Probus Meeting. Hethersett Jubilee Youth Club, 10.30 
am. 

Wednesday 3rd - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Playing 
Field from 2.30 pm. 

Thursday 4th - Methodist Singing Fellowship at Hethersett Hall - songs 
of worship and fellowship, 3 pm. 

Friday 5th - Table tennis club in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 7 
pm. 

Saturday 6th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 
from 10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 6th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Playing 
Field from 2.30 pm. 

Sunday 7th - Hethersett Village Screen presents “Stan and Ollie”. Heth-
ersett Village Hall, 3 pm. 

Monday 8th - Hethersett Society - Village Schools as Seen Through the 
Hethersett Archive with village archivist Gary Wyatt, Methodist Church 
Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Monday 8th - Hethersett Pensioners’ Association. Paddy Anstey’s 
“Pictorial Railway History.” Hethersett Methodist Church Hall, 2 pm. 

Monday 8th - Friday 12th - Easter Holiday Kings’ Camp at Hethersett 

Hethersett Herald What’s On 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On 

Old Hall School. More information on 01142 638 160. 

Tuesday 9th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village 
Hall. 

Tuesday 9th - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the 
lounge of Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm. 
All welcome, light refreshments available free of charge. 

Wednesday 10th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group 
meets in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Wednesday 10th - Hethersett Sports Association meeting in Park Farm 
Hotel, 7.30 pm. 

Wednesday 10th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Play-
ing Field from 2.30 pm. 

Friday 12th - Table tennis club in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
7 pm. 

Friday 12th - Mixed pairs darts competition in Hethersett Social Club, 
7.30 pm. To register ring 01603 811195. 

Saturday 13th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 
from 10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 13th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Playing 
Field from 2.30 pm. 

Sunday 14th - A real pub quiz at Hethersett King’s Head, 7.30 pm. For 
more details see page 91. 

Monday 15th - Hethersett Parish Council - final meeting before May 
elections. Hethersett Village Hall, 7.30 pm. Preceded by planning com-
mittee meeting at 7 pm 

Tuesday 16th - Hethersett Dementia Support Group monthly café in 
Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 10 am to midday. Group’s annual gen-
eral meeting will take place at 11 am. 

Tuesday 16th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village 
Hall. 

Wednesday 17th - Probus Meeting in Hethersett Jubilee Youth Club, 
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10.30 am. 

Wednesday 17th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Play-
ing Field from 2.30 pm. 

Wednesday 17th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group 
meets in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Wedensday 17th - Hethersett and District Horticultural Society meeting 
in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall. Ray Martin will be describing 
“Monet’s Garden”  

Friday 19th - Table tennis club in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
7 pm. 

Saturday 20th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 
from 10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 20th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Playing 
Field from 2.30 pm. 

Tuesday 23rd - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the 
lounge of Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm. 
All welcome, light refreshments available free of charge. 

Wednesday 24th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group 
meets in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Wednesday 24th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Play-
ing Field from 2.30 pm. 

Wednesday 24th - Hethersett Library Friends group meets at the library 
at 6 pm. All welcome. 

Friday 26th - Table tennis club in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
7 pm. 

Saturday 27th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 
from 10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 27th - Hethersett Croquet Club. Hethersett Memorial Playing 
Field from 2.30 pm. 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Calling Dogs and Their Owners 
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A Proper Pub Quiz 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Roger Morgan looks at a traditional style monthly quiz that is becoming popular 

_______________________________________________________________ 

THE latest pub quiz at the King’s 
Head in Hethersett took place on 
Sunday 10

th
 March.  

It was very well attended with 
around 30 enthusiastic quiz-goers 
taking part. We were treated to a fun 
evening of general knowledge ques-
tions divided into nine rounds with 
breaks in between as well as a chal-
lenging table picture round. 

The questions were expertly read 
out by host Don Williamson who 
greatly added to the entertainment 
with his witty asides.   

Landlords, Greg and Lisa supplied 
tasty nibbles during one of the 
breaks. The winning team was 
‘Wot No Joker!’ who took home the 
total pot of entrance money, some 
of which was donated to charity.   

The cost of entering the quiz is an 
extremely reasonable £1 per head 
and pre booking is not needed, just 
turn up. The winning team gets all 
of the entrance money collected. 

The quiz is held every second Sun-
day in the month and the next one 
will take place on Sunday ,14

th
 

April , at 7.30pm. Why not go 
along to support your local and 
enjoy yourself at the same time. 
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An Artistic Exhibition 
WE have been contacted by Christine Tunmore who is a member of Hempnall 
Art Club. Christine is a regular visitor to Hethersett and is aware that a number 
of art groups exist in our 
village. 

So she thought the 

coming annual exhibi-

tion by the Hempnall 

group might be of inter-

est to Hethersett resi-

dents. Christine was 

also highly complemen-

tary about Hethersett 

Herald. 

The Hempnall Art Club 

will be holding its 14th 

annual exhibition in 

Hempnall Village Hall, 

Bungay Road, Hemp-

nall, NR15 2NG on May 

4th and 5th. 

“I hope some of your 

readers will be interest-

ed as I know you have 

an Art Club which has 

an exhibition as I visited 

last year, the day that 

Radio Norfolk's Treas-

ure Quest came. Keep 

up the good work and I 

will carry on reading 

your magazine, oh and 

visiting the King’s Head 

and Queen’s Head, you are fortunate to have two public houses that do good 

food,” Christine added. 
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Library Opening Hours 

The library will be staffed on the following days and times: 

Monday: 1.30-7 pm 
Tuesday: Open Access Only 
Wednesday: 11 am - 7 pm 
Thursday: 1.30-7 pm 
Friday: 1.30-7 pm 
Saturday: 11 am-4 pm 
Sunday: Open Access Only 

Open Library Users who have had their library cards activated for open access 
will now be able to gain entry to the building from 8 am until 7 pm every weekday 
and from 8 am until 4 pm on Saturdays and from 10 am until 4 pm on Sundays.  

During Open Library Hours when the building isn’t staffed residents will be able 
to return and borrow books, use computers but won’t be able to borrow CDs or 
DVDs. 

In 2019, the library will be closed on the following dates: 19th April  - Good Fri-
day, 21st April - Easter Sunday, 22nd April  - Easter Monday, 6th May  - May 
Day Bank Holiday, 27th May  - Spring Bank Holiday, 26th August  - Summer 
Bank Holiday  

Events in Hethersett Library during April include the following:  

Knit and Natter sessions on Mondays 8th, 15th and 29th from 2 until 4 pm. 

Wednesday walks on April 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th from 10.30 until 11 am. 

Colour Me Calm sessions on Wednesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th from 11 am 
until midday. 

Baby Bounce and Rhyme sessions on Fridays 12th and 26th from 1.45 until 2.30 
pm. 

The Lego Club will meet on Fridays 
5th, 12th and 26th from 3.15 until 
4.15 pm. Lego Club is a free event 
but donations are welcome and will 
go towards improving club re-
sources. The club is suitable for 
children over the age of five. 

News From Hethersett Library 
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Have You Missed an Edition? 

YOU can catch up on previous editions of the Hethersett Herald by going to 

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com and following the links. Hethersett Herald is 

an independent publication for news, views and features about Hethersett and 

general articles written by residents. It is currently available only online. 

News and Features Needed 
We are always happy to receive articles and news for publication. 

With limited resources, it isn’t possible for us to cover everything that is 

going on in our village. We hope that the Herald reflects just some of the 

things that are taking place in Hethersett, but, with your help, we can ex-

pand our service. 

We are looking for news and reports on any aspect of village life. Also 

news of coming events that you would like publicised. 

We are also happy to carry features on topics not strictly related to the 

village providing they are written by a resident of either Hethersett, Great 

Melton or Little Melton. 

Reports, news, features and photographs can be sent by e-mail to  

petersteward@lineone.net or dropped off at 12, Karen Close, Hethersett. 


