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Let’s Light Up Hethersett  

This Christmas 

HETHERSETT Parish Council is 
urging the village to “get lit up” to 
bring some festive cheer this 
Christmas. 

At its November meeting, councillors 
agreed to support their chairman 
Adrienne Quinlan in her efforts to 
make the village bright and welcom-
ing as an antidote to the lockdown 
we have been experiencing this 
year. 

Adrienne began her campaign as a 
private resident but soon found that she 
had the unanimous backing of the par-
ish council. 

She admits that she doesn’t usually put 
lights on her own property but will be 
doing so this year. 

“It’s a call to just brighten up our lives 
and our village at Christmas. It’s a 
chance for Hethersett to do what Heth-

ersett does best,” Mrs Quinlan said 
referring to all the wonderful community 
work and support that goes on through-
out the year. 

She is asking as many people as possi-
ble to put up lights, Christmas decora-
tions and anything else to bring colour 
to what has been a bleak year. 

(turn to page six for more on this) 

HETHERSETT is through to the finals of a top local competition. We have been 
shortlisted for the village/town of the year award in the Stars of Norfolk and  
Waveney Valley awards organised by the Eastern Daily Press Newspaper. The 
winners will be announced in December. You can read more about this by turn-
ing to page four. 
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A Message From The Editor 

Hello Everyone 

Just when we thought things were improving, back came 
lockdown. 

Usually our December issue is full of pre-Christmas news 
and a very colourful edition looking back at bonfire night, 
Remembrance celebrations and Hallowe’en and looking 
forward to the joy of the festive season with village sales, 
presentation evenings and much more. 

But of course this year it’s gong to be very different. The 
run up to Christmas will almost be alien territory and 
Christmas itself will also be strange even allowing for the 
temporary easing of restrictions. 

But that doesn’t stop good news filtering through. We were cheered by the 
fact that Hethersett will be lit up spectacularly over the next few weeks. We 
are pleased to bring you some examples of Christmas lights in the village 
in this issue and will continue this with more in the next edition. 

Sadly the fun of Hallowe’en was all but cancelled. There was a very small 
Remembrance Day service around the war memorial in the grounds of St 
Remigius Church. There was no village Christmas sale, no litter picks and 
the December village screen film has been cancelled. 

Cafes and pubs were shut and the King’s Head had to cancel its re-
opening plans. Thankfully some venues still offered takeaway food and 
many will, hopefully be re-opening in the next few days or weeks. We cer-
tainly need something to cheer us up. 

Despite all this, Hethersett has risen to the challenge and made the most of 
a very difficult situation. In this edition you will find some original and en-
joyable ways in which the village will be celebrating the lead up to a social-
ly distanced Christmas that none of us could have envisaged this time last 
year when celebrations were in full swing. 

As usual we will be bringing out two editions of Hethersett Herald ahead of 
Christmas, publishing the January one before the big day in order to cover 
whatever pre-festive celebrations do take place. The next edition will be 
online on December 22nd. 

All that remains is for all of us involved with Hethersett Herald to wish you 
the tidings of the season and a hope that 2021 proves better than 2020. 

Peter 



 

Hethersett Herald                  4                   December 2020 

HETHERSETT is through to the 
final three of a prestigious compe-
tition organised by the Eastern 
Daily Press Newspaper. 

Our village was nominated for the 
village/town of the year section of 
the Stars of Norfolk and Waveney 
Valley Awards. 

In the final we will be competing 
against Cley-Next-The-Sea in 
North Norfolk and Halesworth in 
Suffolk. 

The finalists were featured in a 
special supplement 
in the EDP on No-
vember 19th. The 
winners will be an-
nounced in Decem-
ber with another 
special supplement 
in the EDP following 
on from the an-
nouncement. 

The supplement had 
the following to say 
about Hethersett: 

“Hethersett is the 
size of a small town 
but has the heart of a village.  

During 2020 this has been shown 
in many ways as residents have 
pulled together to help each other. 
Whether it be collecting prescrip-
tions, running an errand or just 

lending an ear, the community has 
helped each other with care, toler-
ance and compassion. 

Hethersett has seen development 
but there is no “them” and “us”- 
only one community. Hethersett 
has been home to many genera-
tions of the same families and 
young families are now returning 
to raise their own children. 

The parish council said: “We are 
delighted that residents have tak-
en the time to nominate Hethersett 

in the Best Village category. It’s 
very much in keeping with the atti-
tude of the village—not just to 
think about doing something, but 
to make the effort to ensure it is 
done.” 

Final Place for Hethersett 
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A Case of What Wasn’t On 
USUALLY in Hethersett Herald we like to promote coming events, but in Novem-
ber it was very much a case of reporting 
on what was cancelled. 

A return to lockdown took our thoughts 
back to March when we  saw businesses 
and  clubs/groups shut down. 

Businesses were once again forced to 
either close their doors altogether or offer 
just a takeaway service. 

At the Queen’s Head, they were going 
ahead with putting Christmas lights up 
without knowing when and how they 
would be allowed to open if and when 
lockdown restrictions are lifted at the be-
ginning of December. 

A proposed village litter pick scheduled 
for November 7th was called off due to 
lockdown restrictions: 

“It is with regret that we have had to post-
pone the coming litter pick. Under the current Covid guidelines we could not 
deem an organised litter pick as being “essential” and it will therefore not go 
ahead,” the organisers stated. But residents were encouraged to still pick up lit-
ter: 

“Of course individuals who wish to pick litter as part of their daily exercise can 
carry on doing this. Anything to help keep Hethersett clean and tidy is always 
welcome.” 

The run of films organised by the Village Screen group came to a grinding halt. 
The group began showing films again in September with the latest adaptation of 
Jane Austen’s Emma and then followed this with the Personal History of David 
Copperfield in October and the war drama 1917 in November. The proposed 
December feature Harriet has been cancelled, but a number of provisional dates 
have been set for 2021. These are: January 3rd, February 7th, March 7th, April 
4th and May 9th. More details will be released by the organisers shortly. 

The beauty industry has been badly affected by the latest lockdown but is pre-
paring to re-open once lockdown restrictions are relaxed on December 2nd. In 
her regular column elsewhere in this edition, Dale Evans looks at the latest situa-
tion in the village and her optimism for the future. Hethersett Social Club has 
decided to stay shut throughout December. You can read more about all this in 
other parts of this edition on Hethersett Herald. 

The Queen’s Head with a string of 
Christmas lights along the floor 

ready to go up. 
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Brightening Up Hethersett 

(continued from the front page) 

IT is hoped that as many people as possible will be making a 
big effort to light up our village this Christmas. 

On the front page we featured a rallying call from Adrienne 
Quinlan and Hethersett Parish Council to put up decora-
tions, lights and anything else to brighten private houses. 

Mrs Quinlan told the November meeting of the parish council: “I was thinking 
about Christmas and decided to put lights outside my own house and realised 
that it was something that people can do to help brighten up the village. I think 
it’s a nice thing to do.” 

Councillor Samantha England said she felt lighting up the village was “a great 
idea. I am more than happy to suggest that the parish council supports this,” she 
said. 

Members agreed unanimously to encourage local residents to take part. 

Last year residents in Park Green and Great Melton Close just off Great Melton 
Road turned their area into a magical wonderland of Christmas cheer. 

There was a special  switch on event which was attended by hundreds of local 
people. This year it was very different with a low key switch on at the end of No-
vember.  

But that couldn’t detract from the fact that the two roads were ablaze with lights 
and colour from 3.30 pm every day. The event will once again collect funds for 
the Finnbar’s Force Charity which raises money for research into child brain tu-
mours and supports families. 

In Firs Road, Tony and Margaret Dunton have mounted their 27th festive display 
with even more figures than ever. The couple had considered stopping their dis-
play this year but felt people needed something to cheer them up. So they 
launched a bigger and brighter show with an earlier switch on date. 

“We should applaud everything that Tony and Margaret have done for so many 
years,” Mrs Quinlan said. 

We have heard of numerous  private houses that will be festooned with lights 
and we will have a gallery of photographs in this and the next edition. 

Mrs Quinlan’s “call to colour” was featured in both the Eastern Daily Press and 
the Norwich Evening News and was then picked up by Radio Norfolk for a live 
broadcast. 

Christmas In Hethersett 

Adrienne Quinlan 
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Christmas In Hethersett 

CREATING fun in Hethersett in the run 
up to Christmas is the aim of an advent 
trail around the village, 

Each day leading up to Christmas from 
December 1st, there will be a new ad-
vent window display to discover around 
the village.  

“We want to create some fun for the 
little ones and joy for those that have 
been isolated and still are. The idea is 
to encourage all to venture out into the 
village to spot the advent, as well as 
the lights and decorations en route. We 
want to share the magic of Christmas 
with the elderly, vulnerable and spread 
some joy,” the organisers stated on 
Facebook, 

During December there will be 24 resi-
dential houses and businesses in-
volved. Each day a new house will dis-
play their own advent window picture 
for everyone to see, and will then keep 
this on display for the rest of Decem-
ber.  

As a taster the organisers issued the 
following: “On 1st of December some-
one say on Priory Road will reveal their 
display, on the 12th December a small 
business on say Great Melton Road 
will reveal theirs, etc.” 

Despite the lack of days in December 
more than 24 venues can take part as 
the community event is for all the vil-
lage to join in. 

“You may not be able to have an ad-
vent number this year but it would be 
great if other houses would participate 
with lights and decorations as well as 
their works of art for all to see en route 

and for us as a community to really get 
Christmas spirit growing,” the organis-
ers added. 

Alongside the trail, there will be colour-
ing sheets supplied by Doodle Pig for 
Children to print and colour. There will 
also be mindfulness colouring available 
for adults. These will be available to 
pick up from local businesses who are 
participating and there will be a compe-
tition for the most creative pictures.  

All displays will contain their advent 
number and be large enough to view 
from the public footpath.  

Locations of those taking part as and 
when they join in the trail will be re-
leased on the Facebook page. You will 
find the first location on the next page. 
On page 10, Kimberley Powles looks at 
what local schools are doing this 
Christmas 
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Christmas In Hethersett  

We were out with our camera at the end of November to capture just some of the 
Hethersett  Christmas lights. We will have more Christmas  photos in the next 
edition of the Herald which will be online on December  22nd. 

Pictures courtesy of 
Justin Harvey 

 

THE King’s 
Head may 
currently be 
shut but that 
hasn’t 
stopped 
them adding 
some Christ-
mas cheer as 
we show 
here. We 
await details 
of the new 
opening date 
for the pub. 
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Christmas In Hethersett  

During lockdown Hethersett residents proved to be hugely inventive with art trails 
and many other intriguing things. Now, as Christmas approaches, we have  a 
giant bauble trail and much more. Here Kimberley Powles looks at the festive 
ways in which schools in Hethersett are raising much needed funds. 

SCHOOLS in Hethersett 
are discovering festive 
ways to raise much-
needed funds and are 
appealing for the village’s 
support. 

With the Coronavirus pan-
demic, both primary 
schools have been unable 
to hold their two largest 
fundraisers this year.  

For both Hethersett 
Woodside Primary and 
Nursery School and Heth-
ersett VC Primary School, 
the summer and Christ-
mas fairs make the largest 
contributions to the fund-
raising pots which mean 
they can buy extra equipment, re-
sources and experiences to enhance 
the pupils’ education. 

Despite the lockdown, this year Heth-
ersett VC Primary School will be hold-
ing an online Christmas raffle, while 
Hethersett Woodside Primary and 
Nursery School has launched The 
Hethersett Giant Bauble Trail 2020. 

Tickets for the Christmas raffle, which 
runs from December 1st to 12th, cost 
£5 for 10 tickets, plus 3 per cent online 
operator’s fee (15p for every £5 spent) 
and will be available from  

www.jumblebee.co.uk/

hethersettvcprimaryschoolchristmasraf-
fle 

Prizes include a £40 John Lewis gift 
hamper, £20 voucher for the Imagine 
Spa at Park Farm, four £10 Church 
Farm Shop vouchers, a £25 Yellow 
Door Eats pizza making kit for four, a 
£30 Sainsbury’s gift card, £35 voucher 
for Sunday lunch at the Queen’s Head 
and much more. 

The Queen’s Road school also has a 
Name the Elf competition for pupils to 
be in with a chance of winning a large 
elf cuddly toy and a Christmas treat 
box. Running from December 1st to 
12th, tickets can be bought through the 

http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/hethersettvcprimaryschoolchristmasraffle
http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/hethersettvcprimaryschoolchristmasraffle
http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/hethersettvcprimaryschoolchristmasraffle
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Christmas In Hethersett  

School Money system for £1. 

Baubles for Hethersett Woodside’s 
Giant Bauble Trail have now sold out.  

Trail maps will be available to buy 
from the office at Hethersett Woodside 
Primary and Nursery school or Tesco 
Express in the village from December 
4th and those taking part in the trail 
will be able to vote for their favourite 
bauble. Prizes have been donated by 
Tesco. 

Tesco Express is also 
raffling off a giant Olaf 
cuddly toy to raise money 
for Hethersett Woodside 
Primary and Nursery 
School. Tickets are £1 
each and can be bought 
from the till in the Great 
Melton Road store. 

Subsidising school trips, 
buying extra books, fund-
ing subscriptions to 
online learning resources 
and paying for outdoor 
play equipment, and 
Christmas art and craft 
items are just some of the 
ways in which the Friends 
groups of the schools 
have helped in the past. 

For Hethersett Woodside 
Primary and Nursery School in particu-
lar, it is a time when its Friends group 
had hoped to increase fundraising to 
buy extra equipment for the new 
school building. The school vacated its 
old home in Firs Road over the sum-
mer holidays, with its new site in 

Coachmaker Way opening its doors to 
pupils in September. 

Jo Adcock, treasurer of the Friends of 
Woodside School, said: “It’s a tricky 
time at the moment as it is not possi-
ble to allow outside visitors into the 
school, so both our Summer Fair and 
Christmas Fairs have been cancelled. 
Thinking of other ways to raise money 
has been challenging, one of our com-

mittee members came up with the 
bauble trail, which will go live on De-
cember 4th. We have more fundrais-
ing ideas in the pipeline for the New 
Year. We would like to thank everyone 
for their support during these unusual 
times.” 
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Sara Kenny, chairman of the 
Friends of Hethersett VC Prima-
ry School, said: “It has been 
challenging to work out how we 
can still raise money for the 
school during this time, but we 
have tried to adapt and have 
some good ideas in the pipeline 
thanks to the efforts of a fantas-
tic team. 

“We are so grateful to everyone 
who supports us, particularly all 
the local businesses. 

“We’re aware that some families 
are going through real hardship 
as a result of the pandemic, but 
we’re asking those who feel 
able to make a donation to 
please consider buying a raffle 
ticket or supporting us through 
our Easyfundraising scheme.” 

Through Easyfundraising, when 
people buy online, they could 
be raising a free donation for 
Hethersett VC Primary School.  

There are nearly 3,000 retailers includ-
ing Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, 
thetrainline and Sainsbury’s who will 
give a free donation to the school eve-
ry time someone shops with them 
online and it does not cost the shopper 
a penny extra.  

Sign up at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
hethersettjuniors/ or get the free Easy-
fundraising app by searching for 
‘easyfundraising’ on the App Store or 
Google Play and choosing Hethersett 
VC Junior School (it is still listed under 

the school’s old name) as your cause 
to support. 

Hethersett Woodside Primary and 
Nursery School runs a similar scheme 
using The Giving Machine, which can 
be found at 

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/
hethersett-woodside-infant-and-
nursery-school/  

or by downloading The Giving Ma-
chine app and selecting Hethersett 
Woodside Infant and Nursery School 
as your cause to support. 

Christmas In Hethersett  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hethersettjuniors/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hethersettjuniors/
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/hethersett-woodside-infant-and-nursery-school/
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/hethersett-woodside-infant-and-nursery-school/
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/hethersett-woodside-infant-and-nursery-school/
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Christmas In Hethersett  

 

 

MORE pictures 
to bring Christ-
mas cheer.  

These were 
taken on 
Churchfields 
and Park Drive. 
Pictures cour-
tesy of Don 
Williamson and 
Peter Steward. 
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Christmas In Hethersett  

On this page is 
the front of Heth-
ersett Queen’s 
Head and just 
part of the dis-
play in the Park 
Green and Great 
Melton Close 
area of the vil-
lage. 

We will have 
more Christmas 
cheer photo-
graphs in the 
next edition of 
Hethersett Her-
ald. 
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Christmas In Hethersett  

Christmas On The Move 
LOOK out for a Christmas tree on the move. 

Every year Sir Edward Lombe donates a Christmas Tree to Hethersett 
Dementia Support Group on behalf of the Lombe Estate. Sir Edward is 
patron of the group. The tree usually spends the festive season in Heth-
ersett Methodist Church Hall. 

This year, however, the church hall is shut and the Dementia Group isn’t 
meeting. So the group’s chairman David Bills took to Facebook to offer 
the tree to anyone interested and able to share it with as many people as 
possible. 

That’s where local resi-
dent Annabelle Rose 
stepped in. 

As a result an open 
Bakkie decorated with 
lights and featuring Fa-
ther Christmas will be 
touring the village 
spreading Christmas 
cheer. After doing the 
rounds of the village, 
the tree will be taken to 
Hethersett King’s Head. 

We will have more 
Hethersett Christmas 
photographs in the 
next edition of Herald 
which will be exclu-
sively online on De-
cember 22nd. 

The wreaths on the 
right are part of a dis-
play at the front of 
Church Farm Shop. 
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Dear All, 

Christmas is different this year. All the usual activities that would be in my diary, 
especially all the lovely schools’ services, just aren’t able to happen. 

But Christmas is not cancelled. First, and foremost, Christmas is celebrating 
that most wonderful gift of Jesus. We celebrate his coming to us and being laid 
in a manger, most likely in a family home. This is a gift beyond comparison. It is 
God’s gift of love. This is why there is such great joy at Christmas. 

And even when we have the sadness of not being able to see family in person, 
seeing them by video call, or listening to them on the phone, helps to narrow the 
distance, and, even when we end the call, we are giving them the message of 
Christmas. How? Because when we say ‘bye or good-bye, we are using a 
phrase that is a contraction of “God be with you” – and this is the heart of the 
Christmas message. Immanuel – God with us. God amongst us. God living and 
walking the streets as Jesus of Nazareth. The great, good news, of the original 
Christmas. 

We have been working very hard to plan things throughout the Benefice, and 
there are a number of activities happening. 

Each Sunday in December, the 10:30 am service in St. Remigius’ will be a carol 
service. Even in St Remigius, numbers have to be limited, so look for the details 
to book on the Facebook page, or contact me and I will do my best to help with 
your enquiries. Details of contact numbers are a few pages further on. 

In addition to what our wonderful friends at the Methodist Church are doing, 
don’t forget that there is the National Christingle Service, hosted by the Chil-
dren’s Society, on Sunday 13

th
 December at 9 am (register your interest here: 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/
christingle), and there is the National doorstep carol singing on Wednesday 16

th
 

December (details, and registration, here: https://www.doorstepcarols.co.uk/) 

Over the page is what we have planned, and there are also other things going 
on: Wherever you are this Christmas, my it be a joy and blessing to you. 

Reverend Derek  

Christmas Messages From The Churches  

________________________________________________________________ 

A message of hope from the Rector of Hethersett—the Rev Derek McClean 
who also outlines the limited number of services which will be held in 

Hethersett and the Meltons over the festive period. 

________________________________________________________________ 



 

Hethersett Herald                  17                   December 2020 

Christmas Messages From The Churches  

Date Time Event Venue 

December 6th 10.30 Service with Carols St Remigius 

December 13th 10.30 Service with Carols St Remigius 

December 13th 10.30 Family Service Great Melton 

December 16th 19.00 Carol Service St Remigius* 

December 20th 10.30 Service with Carols St Remigius 

December 20th 10.30 Service with Carols Little Melton 

December 24th 18.30 Carols with Communion Great Melton 

December 24th 15.00 Crib Service Little Melton 

December 25th 09.30 Christmas Day Communion Little Melton 

December 25th 09.30 Christmas Day Communion St Remigius 

* - Please note that Hethersett Church will not be open for private prayers 
from 10 am until 12 pm as usual on December 16th. 

Christmas at Hethersett Methodist Church 

THERE will be no physical services at Hethersett Methodist Church this 
Christmas but a full programme via the Zoom social media platform. 

A decision has been made that the Methodist Church in Great Melton 
Road will be shut until at least the new year. 

Methodist Minister for Hethersett, Wymondham and Morley, the Rev Ste-
ve Cullis, told the Herald that the church has been considering the best 
way for people to support each other during the festive season: 
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“At Hethersett Methodist Church we’ve been trying to work out the best 
way of supporting one another as we celebrate the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas. We felt that this year, with the risk of infection in the ongoing 
situation, we should not hold services in our building. Instead our ser-
vices are going to be online,” he said. 

“Christmas is going to be a bit different this year. I’ve heard and read 
that sentence a huge number of times. I saw a headline ‘Christmas is 
cancelled’ and that got me thinking. There are some things you can can-
cel. A flight can be cancelled, which is frustrating to say the least if you 
were supposed to be on it. An event can be cancelled in advance.  

“I’m not sure we should be thinking about ‘Cancelling Christmas’ even if 
it’s going to be a bit different. If we can’t spend time with the people we 
love I wonder what ways we can support one another as we mark and 
celebrate the message of our need of peace on earth? 

“After all, the message of Christmas is  a huge swathe of positivity in the 
surrounding gloom and, even if we can’t be together to celebrate in the 
way we like, we can still find ways of focusing on that message ‘God 
with us,’ ‘God with You’ and ‘God with me’, Rev Cullis said. 

He also outlined what will be available online over the festive season. 

Before Christmas: Follow our Christmas Videos. Find our You Tube 
Channel: search Methodist Church Wymondham, Morley and Hethersett 
or Go to https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIXB5UpkTV7o8Xfh27Gox8w. 

Don’t forget to subscribe! 

From 12th December find videos when you pop-in to our Christmas 
Website at: https://popincentral.weebly.com/  

Online Craft Club for all the family: There will be an online craft club 
for all the family at 4:30 pm on Tuesday 8th, 15th and 22nd December. 
Make an angel and figures from the Christmas story. This will be by 
Zoom and the craft will be good for anyone from about the age of three 
upwards.  

Children will need to be accompanied by an adult on screen at all times 
during the sessions. You can leave your camera off if you don’t want 
people to see you. 

Christmas Messages From The Churches  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIXB5UpkTV7o8Xfh27Gox8w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIXB5UpkTV7o8Xfh27Gox8w
https://popincentral.weebly.com/
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Register by e-mail and you will receive log in details. E-mail popincen-
traluk@gmail.com  

Carol Singing by Zoom 

Give you and your neighbours a laugh if you sing too loud, and join in 
with the carols on Monday, 14th December. Register by e-mail and the 
time will be confirmed. If popular this will be repeated. 

Register by e-mail and you will receive log in details. E-mail popincen-
traluk@gmail.com  

From Wednesday 9th December you can find our Christmas Website: 
Central;Christmas which you can pop into and find lots of videos includ-
ing Christmas crafting, some of your favourite carols to listen to, and 
messages about Christmas. This is available at: https://
popincentral.weebly.com/  

You can also visit our Facebook Page for updates, prayers of the day 
and more and please “like” it. Search Hethersett Wymondham and Mor-
ley Methodist Churches -  https://www.facebook.com/
HMWMethodistChurches/ 

There will be online Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. An 
online Christingle Service will take place on Christmas Eve at 4 pm. 
Please e-mail popincentraluk@gmail.com  if you would like to join us. If 
you would prefer to make a Christingle by watching a video visit https://
popincentral.weebly.com/ after 12th December.  

To this service please bring either a Christingle you have made, or 
bring an orange (or be different and use an apple, or a grapefruit - any 
round fruit), four cocktail sticks, four sweets or four bits of fruit, a ribbon 
(or sellotape or string if you haven’t got spare ribbon), a candle and 
something to light your candle with. 

The online Christmas Morning Service will take place at 10.30 am. 
Please bring either a homemade decoration or a present you would like 
to show. You could bring your Christingle you made the day before! 
This will be by zoom and or joining information you can e-mail either 
popincentral@gmail.com or tgc.2016@outlook.com . 

A copy of the form that needs to be filled in to join Central:Christmas is 
on the following page. 

Christmas Messages From The Churches  

mailto:popincentraluk@gmail.com
mailto:popincentraluk@gmail.com
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mailto:popincentraluk@gmail.com
https://popincentral.weebly.com/
https://popincentral.weebly.com/
mailto:popincentraluk@gmail.com
https://popincentral.weebly.com/
https://popincentral.weebly.com/
mailto:popincentral@gmail.com
mailto:tgc.2016@outlook.com
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Christmas Messages From The Churches  
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Christmas  Greetings  from 

  Hethersett  &  District  Churches  Together 

 

We invite you to join with us for Advent and Christmas 
service arrangements that are available in Hethersett and 
surrounding areas. For further information, please con-
tact: 

 

Church of England: Rev Derek M
c
Clean 

  Tel: 01603 946656 
  revdmac@gmail.com 

Methodist:  Rev Stephen Cullis 
  Tel: 01953 609106 
  stephen.cullis@methodist.org.uk 

Roman Catholic: Parish Priest 
  Tel: 01953 603104 

Christmas Messages From The Churches  
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Playing Field Trees To Be Felled 
A number of trees on Hethersett Memorial Playing Field will have to be felled 
following fears over safety. 

“The Trustees have recently commissioned a tree survey and, unfortunately, 
four of our tress have been condemned following a high risk assess-
ment. Other work is required on others. We will try to ensure any lost trees will 
be replaced,” said trustee Mel Perkins. 

Early next year the trustees are looking to replace bins and put in some addi-
tional public seating, possibly with residents able to buy seats in memory of 
loved ones. 

Work is also likely to start in the new year on re-surfacing the playground and 
consideration is being given to replacing the matting around the basketball 
hoop. 

Hethersett Battles To 
Keep Post Office 

HETHERSETT will fight to keep its 
post office. That was the message 
that emerged from the November 
meeting of the parish council held on 
the zoom platform. 

The council has been in touch with the 
post office authorities but, to date, 
hasn’t heard back from them.  

Chairman Adrienne Quinlan said : 
“We are monitoring the situation and 
doing everything we can to keep the 
post office in the village.” 

Members heard from the current post-
master Kevin Salmon that he will con-
tinue well into 2021. He had previous-
ly stated his intention to retire: 

“I don’t think that I will retire until later 
in the year, rather than earlier,” Mr 
Salmon said adding that he would be 
loathe to sign a new lease for the ex-
isting office. 

It is likely that when and if the current  
office in Oak Square shuts, the post 
office will be taken into a local busi-
ness, providing one comes forward. 

“Hethersett only has a limited number 
of shops and those that were consid-
ering taking on a post office have 
changed their minds,” Mr Salmon 
said. 

Councillors agreed that they “must do 
all they can” to keep a post office in 
the village referring to it as “an essen-
tial ser-
vice.” 

The office 
has man-
aged to 
stay open 
through-
out both 
periods of 
lockdown 
with large 
queues at 
key times. 
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Pride of the South 

THE Heart of Hethersett Chari-
ty Group is the pride of South 
Norfolk. 

As previously reported, the 
group was named South Nor-
folk Community Group of the 
Year and above are represent-
atives with their trophy and cer-
tificate. 

The group has been given an 
additional £450 by South Nor-
folk District Councillor Phil Har-
dy from his personal allowance 
for good causes. 

“This is a very worthwhile 
scheme that I am happy to sup-
port both now and in the fu-
ture,” Mr Hardy said. 
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Remembrance in Lockdown 

REMEMBRANCE Sunday 2020 
looked very different from what 
we have become accustomed to. 

There was no service inside St 
Remigius Church and just a 
short act of remembrance 
around the war memorial with a 
few representatives of village 
groups present 

Only five wreaths were laid. 
These were by the Royal British 
Legion, Hethersett Parish Coun-
cil, Hethersett Pensioners’ Asso-
ciation, Hethersett Methodist 
Church and a combined wreath 
from many of the village’s uni-
formed organisations including 
Scouts, Guides, Rangers, 
Brownies, Rainbows, Explorers, 
Cubs and Beavers. 

The Last Post was sounded by 
Jeremy Lightowler 
and two minutes’ 
silence was ob-
served. The service 
was led by the Rec-
tor of Hethersett, the 
Rev Derek McClean, 
and there was a very 
limited representa-
tion from the vil-
lage’s uniformed 
organisations.  

The annual parade 
of colours was can-
celled and there was 
no service within the 
church. 
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The names of those featured on the village 
war memorial who lost their lives in the two 
World Wars and the Cyprus conflict of the 
1950s were read out by John Head. 

The photograph above shows the five pop-
py wreaths laid on the war memorial in St 
Remigius Churchyard. 

There was a touch of the modern world to 
the war memorial with a small mobile 
speaker to play the National Anthem. 

On the right is a special Remembrance 
poster which was sent to us by Heth-
ersett’s Methodist Minister, the Rev Steve 
Cullis. 

Remembrance in Lockdown 
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Remembrance In Lockdown 

By Charlotte Govier 

IN the week leading up to Remembrance 
Day, residents of Hethersett Hall Care 
Home were busy painting lots and lots of 
poppies to create a display for our home.  

Everyone gathered round to chat as they 
painted. Activities staff put all the poppies 
together to create a heart-shaped display 
for residents to enjoy and see their work.  

On Remembrance Sunday, staff and resi-
dents held a two minutes’ silence followed 
by a church service via Zoom. Remem-
brance Day is a very important time for so many, especially our residents - to 
honour and remember those who gave so much. We will remember them. 

There is more news from Hethersett Hall later in this edition. 
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Remembrance In Lockdown 

Sandwich Superheroes 
Hethersett’s Sandwich Superheroes, which we featured in the last edition of 
Hethersett Herald, is continuing to support a couple of families after its sterling 
work over the half-term holiday.  

The organisers state that they will start up properly again when the next half 
term kicks in.  

If anyone needs any help between now and then, please send  an email to 
sandwichsuperheroes@yahoo.com or join their Facebook group "Sandwich 
Superheroes". 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Being Friends For Half A Century 
By Kimberley Powles 

THE Friends of Hethersett VC Primary School will be celebrating a significant 
milestone this month. On December 8th, it will be exactly 50 years since the 
PTA group registered as a charity and we're looking to celebrate the fantastic 
work carried out by the group over the past five decades.  

We'd particularly love to hear from past parents and pupils about their memories 
of events and fundraising for the school and to see any photographs from years 
gone by.  

We're hoping to pull something together for the Hethersett Herald and possibly 
to get something in the Eastern Daily Press and Norwich Evening News’ 
Through The Decades pages.  

If you'd like to share memories, you can email them to me at  

kimberleypowles@hotmail.com  

For use in print we would ideally have photographs emailed to us please, at 
least 1MB in size, as if we are given permission to take them off websites they 
are usually compressed and too small to be good quality in the paper. Please 
make sure you have the permission of the copyright owner. 
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What Does Lockdown Mean For Hethersett? 
HETHERSETT in common with all other areas of Norfolk will be in Tier Two 
when lockdown rules change on December 2nd. 

So what does that mean for the village? 

You won’t be able to meet anybody outside your household or support bubble 
in any indoor setting. This includes at home or any public place including bars 
and restaurants. 

Bars and restaurants will only be able to open if they serve what are referred to 
as “substantial meals.” There will be table service and pubs can only sell alco-
hol with meals. Café Kin will be re-opening with a limited number of indoor ta-
bles for people from the same household but will continue with its take out ser-
vice. Hethersett Social Club will not be re-opening in December as Sue Forkes 
explained: 

“As you may have seen we will now be in tier two. This means we will not be 
allowed to re-open in December. We would like to thank everyone for their sup-
port during the last few months. We hope you can all enjoy Christmas and we 
keep our fingers crossed we will be back in January. We will miss seeing you all 
at Christmas,” she said. 

You will be able to mix with other households outdoors, including in gardens or 
outdoor hospitality settings and parks providing the group doesn’t exceed six. 
Schools, universities and places of worship can stay open, although Hethersett 
Methodist Church has decided to remain shut until the new year. 

Hethersett Young Writers’ Competition 
The competition has been delayed from the Autumn term in 2020 due to Covid 
restrictions etc., but will take place during the Spring Term, 2021 writes Connie 
Tindale. The competition is open to all young people who attend Hethersett 
Academy, or who attend other schools but live in Hethersett, between the ages 
of 11 and 16. 

All stories must begin with the words “It seemed a good idea at the time……”  
and should not be more than 1,500 words long. 

The competition will be assessed by volunteer members of Hethersett Writers’ 
Group and others who wish to be involved in encouraging our young people to 
use their imagination and write their own unique stories. Final winners will be 
selected from the assessors’ short lists by the competition organiser. There will 
be first, second, third and highly recommended awards of between £100 and 
£10 as in 2019.   

This is the third year that the competition has taken place and we hope that 
there will be as many, if not more, entries, than in the very successful previous 
years where more than 150 scripts were received each year.   
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UNSIGHTLY graffiti has sprung up in 
Hethersett as our photographs on the 
next pages show. 

One of the more unacceptable aspects 
of village life means that ratepayers’ 
money has to be used on cleaning up  

Recently Hethersett Parish Council 
spent over £200 cleaning graffiti from 
the bus shelter on the B1172. The lat-
est spate is likely to cost much more as 
it seems to be a widespread problem 
affecting many areas of the village and 
has even spread to signs on the B1172 
at Wymondham. 

There is absolutely no artistic merit to 
the graffiti which is on bus shelters, 

road signs and many other areas. 

Norfolk Police have been informed of 
the problem. One of the ugliest pieces 
of graffiti is on the sign for Kettering-
ham pictured below. The word Ketta-
mine has been scrawled on it. 

We are very grateful to Shane Hull for 
sending us the images for publication. 

At November’s parish council meeting, 
councillors said the cost of removal 
from areas owned by the parish such 
as bus shelters and dog bins would be 
met by the council but many of the oth-
er incidents of graffiti on the main road 
are the responsibility of Norfolk High-
ways. 

Graffiti Blight on Hethersett 
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Hethersett Parish Council has urged residents finding new examples of 
graffiti in the village to report it to the parish clerk Annette Palmer and 
Councillor Bridget Williamson has agreed to compile a  complete list of are-
as affected and to keep an eye out for any new graffiti that springs up. 
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Hethersett Pictorial 

WE all need mood-lifters in the present climate. So what better way to view our 
village and the surrounding area than through the lenses of keen local photogra-
phers? 

So with a shortage of news and things happening in the village we are delighted 
to be able to bring you numerous photographs which you will find dotted through-
out this edition. 

The wonderful image above was taken at the beginning of November by David 
Bowden. 

 

 

 

The village 
sign and a 
very quiet 
B1172 cap-
tured by the 
editor on No-
vember 6th. 
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IT will be third time lucky for an historic 
Norfolk pub which is having to wait 
until lockdown restrictions are eased to 
re-open. 

Residents of Hethersett were ready to 
welcome back the historic King’s 
Head, after a gap of over 18 months 
but have been frustrated by a couple 
of “false starts.” 

The venue was due to re-
open on November 1

st
 but 

this was postponed for six 
days to give more time to pre-
pare the pub. Then came the 
news of a second lockdown 
and the cancellation of a sec-
ond re-opening date of No-
vember 7th. 

So, instead of serving behind 
the bar, licensee Justin Har-
vey was out walking the Nor-
folk countryside with his 
dogs, 

Justin admits that the delays 
have been frustrating for both 
him and the new landlord at the King’s, 
Ben Woof. 

“It’s a real shame but we are still excit-
ed about re-opening and we hope to 
be up and running in December,” he 
said. 

The second lockdown has given Justin 
and Ben the chance to make further 
pre-opening improvements, taking so-
cial distancing into account: 

“We have been pottering about and 
doing bits and pieces. It has given us 
the time to do things properly. People 
have high expectations because of my 
reputation and we want to do things 

right and do them well,” Justin said. He 
is well known in the area for being at 
the helm of the equally historic Green 
Dragon in Wymondham. 

On what should have been the “re-
opening day,” Justin was walking in 
the countryside around Silfield with his 
personal bubble. Whilst thoroughly 

enjoying the countryside, Justin admits 
that he would have preferred to have 
been behind the bar at the King’s 
Head, although he is confident that the 
pub will be open before Christmas and 
is already planning for the festive sea-
son: 

“We buy and upcycle things from local 
charity shops and make our own 
wreaths,” he said. Meanwhile new 
landlord Ben Woof took to social me-
dia with a message that mixed frustra-
tion with optimism. “Should be opening 
the King’s Head this weekend but here 
we are back in lockdown. Sad times 
but we will get there,” he posted. 

Third Time Lucky For King’s? 
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A WILD service tree 
(Sorbus Torminalis) has 
been planted in Heth-
ersett in memory of a 
leading environmentalist 
in recognition of her 
“outstanding service to 
the wild.”  

The tree, on a grassed 
area of the public short 
stay car park off Great 
Melton Road, Hethersett, 
commemorates the work 
of former parish council-
lor and founder member 
of the Hethersett Envi-
ronmental Action Team 
(HEAT) Heather William-
son who died in March, 
aged 91. 

“We are planting a tree in 
memory of Heather who 
was a founder member 
of HEAT and a driving 
force in the village. It is 

In Memory of Heather 
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appropriate we are plant-
ing a wild service tree for 
somebody who did so 
much service to the wild. 
She cared passionately 
about the environment 
and we felt a tree was a 
fitting memorial and also 
something that will 
brighten up the area,” 
said chairman of HEAT, 
Dr Anne Edwards. 

Heather’s son Don, who 
helped to plant the tree, 
said his mother would 
have been very grateful 
and moved at being re-
membered in such a 
way. 

“Heather was a great 
champion of the local 
community and spent 
her life supporting and 
helping other people. It is 
a lovely memorial,” Mr 
Williamson said before 
recalling his childhood. 

“I remember going from 
school to the Women’s 
Voluntary Service head-
quarters as I knew that’s 
where I would find my 
mother. She was always 
helping others,” he add-
ed. 

Heather was originally 
from Scotland and was a 
qualified nurse. For 
much of her life she was 
involved in local politics 
and was mayor at Broad-
stairs in Kent. She 
moved to Hethersett in 
1999 and was a leading 
light in the annual Heth-

ersett in Bloom festival 
and the village open gar-
dens’ scheme. She was 
also a champion of the 
elderly. Mrs Williamson 
is buried in St Remigius 
Churchyard, Hethersett. 

A small socially dis-
tanced ceremony also 
saw residents plant daf-
fodil bulbs and other in-
sect friendly seeds. It is 
thought to be the first 
time Hethersett has com-
memorated an individual 

by name in an outdoor 
setting other than on the 

war memorial or via road 
names. The tree will 
eventually grow to about 
three metres. 
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They Came, They Saw, 
They Planted 

COUNTRYSIDE enthusiasts of all 
ages combined to help safeguard 
a Norfolk haven for wildlife by 
planting 1,000 trees to mark Na-
tional Tree Week. 

Ten different species including 
hawthorn, blackthorn, wild rose, 
field maple, hornbeam, wild priv-
et, green beech, hazel and wild 
plum were planted over a six hour 
period by volunteers at the Beck-
hithe Meadow County Wildlife 
Site on fields to the north of Heth-
ersett. 

The trees were provided through 
a Branching Out grant from the 
Tree Council and will help to pro-
tect the habitats when already 
approved development comes to 
the area.  

“This is an incredible place for 
birds and wildlife, but new devel-
opment will change the environ-
ment and affect the water quality 
significantly. In this area we have 
badgers, grass snakes, voles, 
frogs, toads, newts, rabbits, Roe 
Deer and many other species. 
The trees we have planted will go 
some way to protecting the environ-
ment for the wildlife,” one of the organ-
isers Dr Anne Edwards said. 

Families joined in the planting which 
had an international flavour with David 
Kruger and his nine-year-old daughter 
Sophie originating from East London in 
South Africa and Roland Wouters com-

ing to the area from Eindhoven in Hol-
land. David and Roland both work at 
the nearby John Innes Institute. 

The Osborne family from Hethersett 
were also on hand to help, with mum 
and dad Amy and Andrew teaching six 
year old daughter Maeve about the 
environment. 

The Hethersett group is one of 100 

David and Sophie Kruger get down to 
some serious planting 
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The location of Beckhithe Meadow 

across the United Kingdom to make a 
successful application for a grant. 

Sara Lom, CEO of The Tree Council, 
said: “People have had a lot to con-
tend with this year and surveys sug-
gest it has impacted their mental and 
physical wellbeing. Planting trees and 
caring for them afterwards gets people 
outside into fresh air to reconnect with 
each other and nature and have some 
fun getting their hands dirty.” 

National Tree Week was launched on 
Saturday 28th November and contin-
ues until 6th December. Beckhithe 

Meadow is privately owned land be-
longing to the Lombe Estate. It has 
been classified a County Wildlife Site 
(CWS) due to containing important, 
distinctive and threatened habitats and 
species. 

National Tree Week is the UK's largest 
annual tree celebration, marking the 
start of the winter tree planting season 
(November to March each year). A list 
of events taking place across the 
country can be found at  

www.treecouncil.org.uk.  
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Planters at work in Beckhithe with Roland Wouters at the front. 
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General shots of the Beckhithe area 

Andrew, Maeve and Amy Osborne 
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This year, The Tree Council is 
also providing a programme 
of free online arts and culture 
events to connect us to trees 
and each other during this 
challenging time. For more 
information and to book free 
tickets, visit treecoun-
cil.org.uk. 

The Tree Council (founded in 
1973) is one of the UK’s lead-
ing charities for trees, promot-
ing their importance in a 
changing environment and 
working in partnership with 
communities, organisations 
and government to make 
trees matter to everyone.  

As the coalition body for a 
diverse range of organisa-
tions, the Council focuses on 
getting more trees, of the right 
kind, in the right places; pro-
moting better care for all trees 
of all ages and inspiring effec-
tive action for trees.  

About National Tree Week 

The Tree Council first estab-
lished National Tree Week in 
March 1975 in response to the national 
replanting required after the outbreak 
of Dutch Elm disease. 

National Tree Week is a great chance 
for communities to do something posi-
tive for their local treescape. Each 
year, The Tree Council's member or-
ganisations such as voluntary bodies 
and local authorities, up to 200 schools 
and community groups, their 6,000 
strong network of volunteer Tree War-
dens and many others, support the 
initiative by setting up fun, worthwhile 
and accessible events, inspiring up-
ward of a quarter of a million people to 

get their hands dirty and together plant 
trees. 

More information is available at 

www.treecouncil.org.uk   

Peter Hoult plants a tree. 

 

The next edition of Hethersett 
Herald will be published exclu-

sively online at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com  

on December 22nd 
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_______________________________ 

During these difficult times we are all 
looking for value for money and things 
to do. Here Hethersett resident Elaine 
Canning gives us some of her Value 
Added Tips. 

_______________________________ 

I would like to bring the Warm Home 
Discount to people’s attention. 

It applies to people whose household 
income is less than £16,000 a year. It 
does not take savings into account. It is 
paid on top of winter fuel allowance. 
People can just Google Warm Home 
Discount or contact their energy suppli-
er. It is very easy to apply for. 

However, two important things: Not 
every energy supplier is part of the 
scheme and applications need to be 
made sooner rather than later. It might 
take a while to be processed and funds 
are limited. I thank Martin Lewis for this 

snippet of information. 

Also for those wanting more mental 
stimulation during lockdown and be-
yond, there are some great talks and 
courses online: 

WI Denman (again just google Denman 
at home) are giving one hour talks on 
Zoom for £5 on a variety of subjects. 
These are open to non members and 
men! 

WEA courses are all online now: histo-
ry ,languages etc. Very reasonable 
prices and possibly free if your income 
is less than £20,000 a year  

Norfolk WI is also running online talks 
again open to anyone at a cost of £3/
£4. 

The Norfolk Archive centre is offering 
zoom talks and also on their youtube 
channel.  

One of the more positive things coming 
from lockdown. 

Elaine’s VAT—Value Added Tips 

Keeping Hethersett Safe 
A new Facebook group has been set-up aimed at keeping Hethersett safe. 

Neighbourhood Watch, Hethersett, will be working with Norfolk Police to provide 
a forum for residents to voice their worries and concerns within a kind and car-
ing environment. 

At the time of going to publication the page already has 467 members. 

It was set-up by local resident Megan Prescott who will be working with local 
police to bring up any concerns about crime and safety in the village. The Face-
book page is at: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/677254546537990 
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Hethersett Parish Pit 

By Peter Steward 

FOR many years Hethersett 
Parish Pit has been a mystery to 
me. 

People have talked with fond-
ness about the area and its his-
tory, but, despite living in the 
village for over 40 years, I had 
only been to “the pit” a small 
handful of times. 

That is until this year when I 
promised myself that I would 
find out more about it. On a 
number of occasions people asked me 
how to get to the pit and giving direc-
tions was difficult. I used to send them 
across the fields in the general direc-
tion of Little Melton and hoped, like me, 
they would come across the area by 
chance. 

The pit is a fair distance from the vil-
lage and in reality is probably between 
Hethersett and Little Melton, although it 
is firmly within the parish of Hethersett. 

I have heard stories about people rid-
ing bikes and motorbikes around the pit 
and I believe that early on in its exist-
ence the area was used for some form 
of cycle speedway. 

So I turned to one of our historians 
Lewis Buckingham to try and find out 
more and he believes the pit goes back 
much further than we thought. 

Despite living in Australia, Lewis knows 
more about our village than the vast 
majority of people who live here. He 
has certainly made a study of the vil-

lage and the surrounding area and has 
set-up a Society for One Place Studies 
for Hethersett which you can find at: 

https://www.one-place-studies.org/
europe/england/norfolk/hethersett/ 

This is what  Lewis had to say about 
the parish pit (or should that be pits?) 

“I don't know too much about the Par-
ish Pit per se, though I seem to re-
member seeing payments being paid 
for work in the pit in the Overseer's 
account books. I must confess I have-
n't really looked too hard at it. There's 
more than one pit, though. I've at-
tached a map from 1797 that has two 
gravel pits. I've also come across marl 
pits, but aren't sure which are where.  

“The Glebe Terriers back to at least 
1706 have land in Gravel Pit Close, 
which must correspond to the Parish 
Pit.  

“My guess would be that there must 
have been a parish pit from at least 



 

Hethersett Herald                  45                   December 2020 

1703 when Parliament passed the Act for keeping the King’s Highway. The par-
ish would have been formally responsible from about then.  

If you have any more information about Hethersett Parish Pit please e-mail de-
tails to me at: petersteward@lineone.net and we will print them in a coming edi-
tion. 
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Jubilee Youth Club To Re-start 
 

By Gillian Saunders 

We are so pleased to say we will be back (eventually)! 

The relaunch of youth club was to have taken place on 11th November, but lock-
down came along before the fun could begin again. 

Mel is so disappointed (as we all are) as she had exciting activities planned for 
you, tuck was purchased, and we were ready to welcome back old members and 
new ones too. We had also cleaned everything in readiness for your return. 

We have now pencilled in December 9
th
 and 16

th
. The last two weeks before 

Christmas holidays BUT, with the increases in virus rates in the area we don’t 
know if it will be possible. All I can promise is that if you go to our Facebook 
page (Jubilee Youth Club) we will keep you informed and as soon as we are al-
lowed we will re-open the doors and welcome you all in (well 15 at a time!) 

Then equally exciting, we are relaunching the Wednesday night group for Year 
7+ We heard the comments about nothing for you to do and why wasn’t there a 
Wednesday night group for those of High School age? Well we have listened 
and your group will run from 9

th
 December (on same proviso as the younger 

group) 7:30-8:45 (we may extend to 9pm as things get easier). So come and 
help plan the future activities and see what is on offer for your ages.  

The club is open to anyone in the area. You don’t have to go to school in Heth-
ersett. Some of you may be home educated or go to school outside of the vil-
lage. I know we had some members before who came from other areas such as 
Little Melton, Mulbarton and Wymondham. You are all welcome. 

Again for the time being we are going to have to limit numbers so please book in 
advance. We must ask you to wear face coverings, but if you wish to make them 
fun, crazy or cute then with your permission we will put a selection of photos on 
Facebook!  

Sorry for so much information but it is a new start for all. We have missed you all 
and hope to see you on the 9th. 

You should have received our flyer by now. We decided to do this as people in 
the village were saying what youth club? We didn’t know there was one in the 
village! So hopefully everyone should now know about the club. If you didn’t get 
a flyer or if you would like more details about the club or hiring the hall please get 
in touch with any of the Trustees or myself on 01953 607566. 

As far as the roof goes we feel we are taking one step forward and the same 
back again! Companies come and look at the job, promise a quote and are never 
seen or heard from again. They say they are busy, but if they are too busy to 
quote properly then they should decline to quote in the first place! If you are a 
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roofing company and would be in-
terested in quoting for the job 
please get in touch. So we really 
haven’t made much headway from 
last month. We have two quotes 
but need three in order to start ap-
plying for grants. 

We will also need to do some seri-
ous fundraising after Christmas too 
as so many grants require match 
funding. So expect to hear about 
events in 2021. Meanwhile if any-
one wishes to do anything to help 
the roof fund we would love to hear 
from you as with no charity market 
after no summer dog show and fete 
this year that is lot of money we 
have lost. 

We look forward to hopefully see-
ing you before Christmas but if not 
in 2021 as soon as we are permit-
ted. 

The new F2F Well being for both 
groups will start in January (we 
hope!) There will be more about 
this next month. 

Keep safe and if we don’t see you have a happy and safe Christmas. 
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The Next edition of Hethersett Herald will be published exclusively on line 
before Christmas. 

With the coronavirus still restricting activity in the village, we would be 
delighted to receive features and photographs from residents. There are 
no rules about content (other than the usual laws about good taste etc). 

All we ask is that contributors either write about the village or, if they wish 
to write about non Hethersett related topics, live or have some other con-

nections with the village. 
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Season Is Blown Away 

By Mel Perkins MBE 

HETHERSETT Hawks/Yellow Brick Mortgages were blown away into close sea-
son as strong winds greeted the five hardy competitors for the final racing of the 
season - the Club's Maiden Plate for riders not having previously won any of the 
club championships.  

It was good to see senior riders still active in early November which gives some 
encouragement towards whatever 2021 holds. Norfolk Champion Craig Norton 
got his name on the club's Roll of Honour after missing the Senior Championship 
through illness. He took this title with a maximum with mercurial Dan Butler finish-
ing runner-up. However, it was the three youngsters that entertained the crowd 
with several passes. Thalia Silver fell heavily in her third ride on the final corner 
but bravely took her final ride to ensure third place on the podium. Ronnie Har-
ding and Ralph Silvester took away additional trophies for their efforts, all provid-
ed by Yellow Brick Mortgages. 

Scores - Craig Norton 16, Dan Butler 11, Thalia Silver 10, Ronnie Harding 9, 
Ralph Silvester 4. 

The previous day, Hawks staged their 29th and final training session since lock-
down ended. These sessions have been held in line with guidelines on Tuesday 
evenings and Saturday mornings. A small band of volunteers have organised 
three 45-minute groups on each day, initially limited to six and then eight when 
racing was allowed again from mid-August.  
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The success 
of these ses-
sions is borne 
out by the sta-
tistics which 
are amazing - 
60 different 
people have 
taken part, 38 
of them new to 
the sport. Two
-thirds of the 
competitors 
have been 
Under-12 and 
one-third have 
been female. 
All sessions 
have been fun 
and very re-
warding and 
have been 
well supported by parents, many of them keen to help.  

With 15 tonnes of new shale track surface in the car park, the winter is not going 
to be idle although the new lockdown will slow down progress. Rest assured the 
track will be buzzing again in whatever format we can provide come March. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Archive Back Online 
HETHERSETT Village archive is back online. 
The website was taken down some time ago 
due to a number of technical issues. 

Now it is up and running again at  

https://hethersettheritage.org/   

There are a number of new features and an ex-
tensive gallery of historic Hethersett photo-
graphs including the rather magnificent photo of 
a shepherd pictured here 
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Hethersett Herald—The Collection 

_________________________________________________________ 

HETHERSETT Herald began life as Hethersett Online in November, 
2015, and has been produced monthly ever since.  

The first edition ran to just 12 pages and had as its main story the 
theft of lead from the roof of Hethersett Parish Church.  

Originally the publication was just called Hethersett Online but later 
changed its title to Hethersett Herald in May, 2016, with edition sev-

en and we have been going from strength to strength ever since.  

You can read back copies of Hethersett Herald by going to 
www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

_________________________________________________________ 
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How To Contact The Parish Council 
THE parish council office  in the village hall is currently closed to the 
public due to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

Parish clerk Annette Palmer can be contacted by telephone on 07902 
322729 or via email at hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk.  

The council has a website at  

www.hethersett-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk  

and also a Facebook page. 

 

News From The Parish Council 

Parish Council Meetings  
HETHERSETT Parish Council meets on the third Monday of each month apart 
from August. Full council meetings begin at 7.30 pm and are preceded by meet-
ings of the council’s planning committee which starts at 7 pm.  

In addition the Memorial Playing Field Pavilion Development Committee meets 
on the first Monday of the month at 7.30 pm. This meeting is preceded by a fur-
ther meeting of the planning committee starting at 7 pm. These meetings are all 
open to the public 

Meetings of the parish council usually take place in the village hall but are cur-
rently being held via the Zoom video conferencing platform. 

Agendas and reports can be found on the council’s website at: 

https://hethersett-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. 

There are two opportunities for the public to speak at each full council meeting. 

The final parish council meeting of 2020 will take place on Monday, December 
21st, and is likely to be held via the zoom social media platform. 
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News From The Parish Council 

Shane Resigns From Council 
SHANE Hull has resigned from Hetherset Parish Coun-
cil after 11 years as a councillor. 

Mr Hull was thanked for his outstanding contribution to 
the council and village life at the November meeting . 
He was thanked in his absence by chairman Adrienne 
Quinlan: “I would like to sincerely thank Shane for his 11 
years’ service to the parish council and his work in the 
village,” she said. 

Shane has contributed greatly to Hethersett, particularly in the field of sport, fit-
ness and well being and organises the annual round the square two mile fun 
run. 

The resignation leaves the council one short. The post will be advertised and an 
election held if necessary. If nobody suitable puts themselves forward the coun-
cil has the right to co-opt a new member. 

Shane cited pressure of work as the reason for his resignation. Shane is pic-
tured above with the 1948 London Olympic celebration torch which he brought 
to the village ahead of the London 2012  Olympic games. 

District Councillor Adrian Dearnley has been 
investigating parking on grass verges in the 

village. Of particular concern at the moment are vans parked on the grass verge 
on the corner across from Hethersett Memorial Playing Field. 

A site meeting to discuss possible traffic calming measures on new develop-
ment close to the new Woodside School has been postponed until the New 
Year due to the virus pandemic. 

An agreement has been reached between the parish council and Norfolk Coun-
ty Council to replace a damaged street light at the corner of Haconsfield and 
Norwich Road. 

The parish council has set-up a new committee to discuss Environment and 
Infrastructure. The move comes after a gap was discovered in the council’s 
business plan. It will meet alternately with the Development Committee. The 
following councillors agreed to serve on the new committee—Marilyn Savoury, 
Adrienne Quinlan, Mike Stark, Paul Mallett, Bridget Williamson, Leslie Dale, 
Anne Edwards and Samantha England. 

IN SHORT 
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News From The Parish Council 

Land and Lights 

 

Hethersett Parish Council has 
been offered enough land on the 
North Hethersett development to 
provide a pavilion of some kind 
with parking spaces along with a 
number of allotments, the No-
vember meeting heard. Members 
agreed to  fully consider this op-
tion after agreeing in principle. 

            *              *             * 

The council has decided to place 
streetlights on two main thor-
oughfares on the new North 
Hethersett Development. 

Coachmaker’s Way and  Har-
nessmaker’s Way will be lit up at 
sometime in the future but small-
er side roads will not have light-
ing installed. 

Pizza To Go Again 
TWO pizza outlets have been given permission to continue trading free of 
charge for the month of December on Hethersett Village Hall Car Park. 

Councillors agreed that Elsie’s Pizzas and Yellow Box can continue for at least 
another month with a decision being taken on a month to month basis whilst the 
hall isn’t used due to the pandemic. 

If the outlets are given permission to continue trading in January they will be 
charged £100  per month rent. 

Grit Bin Near 
School Idea 

A NEW grit bin could be in place close 
to the new Woodside School in time 
for next winter. 

The school had asked the parish 
council to provide a grit bin to help 
during bad weather but councillors 
were told by Norfolk County Council 
that it was unlikely that one could be 
put in place for this winter. Any earlier 
implementation would mean the par-
ish council would have to arrange to 
keep the bin filled itself. 

“I think we are too late to apply for a 
bin this year and so suggest we get all 
the relevant paperwork ready in time 
for next winter,” said Mike Stark. 

There was some suggestion that a bin 
at the former Woodside School in Firs 
Road could be moved to the new 
school and this possibility will be in-
vestigated. 
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Across The Fields 
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Dale’s Beauty Tips 
Dale Evans continues her regular column giving beauty tips and answering your 

questions. 

Hello again! 

We are a few days away from being able to throw our salon doors open once 
again. This time the government has decided whatever tier we are in personal 
care will remain open. 

This is fantastic news and hopefully the ‘ powers that be ‘ realise that we are 
one of the safest industries for infection control, after the last lockdown’s re-
opening date debacle. 

One of the great things that has happened to me over the whole pandemic 
thing is I started up a What’s App group with some fellow therapists from Heth-
ersett. Who knew there was so many of us? 

We have been great support to each other, sometimes screaming at the unfair-
ness of it all, worrying about our clients, especially our isolating ones, and cele-
brating when we can open again. 

I asked them if they would like to comment on how they feel about their busi-
nesses and how the personal care trade has been treated. 

Annie Benton runs AB Aesthetics and has several clinics around Norfolk, one 
of them being held at my premises in Cedar Road, Hethersett, on a weekly 
basis. 

She quotes: 

“As a relatively new business woman in this world, I was quietly and confident-
ly building my client base. Then lockdown came. To be honest as I am and will 
always remain an Advanced Nurse Practitioner it didn’t come as a shock or 
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surprise. I already maintained very high infection control standards and the use 
of PPE. So I didn’t need to make any new changes. I am lucky I have my NHS 
work to provide an income for my family. 

“During lockdown I presumed that in a global pandemic, people would have oth-
er health issues on their mind- but actually I was surprised at the amount of en-
quiries I got. 

“Some of these people are not of the ‘ selfie generation’ so they tend to be older 
professionals and are not used to seeing themselves on screen, zoom and so-
cial media. I think that, coupled with having time to think about what and how 
they would like to improve themselves, has generated more enquires.” 

Eve Joyner from Perfectly Polished by Eve, based in the village said: 

“I am disappointed that again we are being compared to pubs and leisure. It 
was said that the beauty sector contribution was only 0.05% to COVID. 

“Beauty hygiene standards were already very good with the measures we had 
to take but, since COVID, we have taken hygiene standards above and beyond 
what’s expected, only using single use products and equipment, not to mention 
the extra PPE 

“I found that my clients’ feedback about the extra measures I had put in place to 
become COVID secure was so positive and they felt safe and how important 
they felt it was to attend appointments for their own well being too. 

“I feel sad that we yet again have been pushed to the back of the queue and 
forgotten about when so many businesses are still open. It’s really hitting small 
businesses hard.” 

Mandy Charlish from Skinhealth based at Rowan House said: 

“Here we go with another lockdown.....well a lockdown for the minority it feels. I 
totally get that we need to have a circuit brake but this time I have felt so disap-
pointed that it seems to be the hospitality trade, beauty, hair and aesthetics that 
cannot work. Our industry is so clean and hygienic and full PPE measures are 
in place. I feel sad for many colleagues who have found it difficult to survive 
throughout this terrible pandemic. 

“It has affected the world and hopefully, with the prospect of a vaccine on the 
horizon. we can all start to move forward and families and friends can re unite 
again. 

“I think we all feel a great strain on our finances, mental health and concern for 
our future.” 

                                *                            *                    * 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my clients for their continued 
support through these difficult times, but also like to reassure the clients that 
aren’t ready to return yet that hopefully the vaccine will return our lives to normal 
and I will see you again then. 
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With Christmas looming I would like to remind you that I have gift vouchers avail-
able that have a 12 month expiry date for treatments and products. I will even 
post out or hand deliver. 

In next month’s Herald I will be discussing the best treatments for lifting, smooth-
ing, brightening our eye area! These masks are here to stay for a while. 

So it’s all about the peepers and eyebrows of course. 

All my treatments can be found on my website and below is my salon ready to re
-open on December 2nd. 
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Sarah Lawrence continues her monthly column looking at her take on 
Hethersett life. 

Sarah’s World 

LOVE them or hate them, Novem-
ber, 2020, marks the tenth anniver-
sary of the self-service tills being 
installed at Tesco Express in Heth-
ersett. They’re such a fixture now, I 
can’t actually remember them not 
being there! Some people adore 
them, they would rather use the self-
service than going to a till we’re 
standing at, even if there’s no 
queue. Others hate them. 

I’ve heard comments like: “they al-
ways go wrong for me” and “they 
don’t like me” more times than I care 
to count. But, they do mean people 
don’t have to queue for as long and 
there’s usually less of a line for them 
so you can quickly get your meal 
deal if you’re running late for work.  

Working with them for so long, I can 
usually listen to any whirr or clunk 
and work out what’s wrong with 
them pretty quickly. They’re not so 
bad, but we understand they’re not everyone’s cup of tea. There’ll always be 
someone not too far away to help you on the till if you’re not overly keen. 

Autumn is by far our favourite time of year. We got married in the Autumn, 
we love the colours of the falling leaves and looking at different kinds of 
fungi. It’s not hot - I don’t like the hot weather - but, it’s not too cold. Who 
doesn’t love an Autumn walk? Crunching through leaves and, if you’re my 
daughters, leaping about in muddy puddles à la Peppa Pig. We are very 
fortunate to live in an area abundant with all of the above. I’ve included 
some photos of our Autumnal hijinks to inspire you to explore if you have-

n’t already. You will find them on coming pages. 
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All Things of Kindness 
AS some of you may know, I’m Ad-
min on the “All Things Hethersett” 
Facebook group, alongside my 
friend Hannah Harrison and my sis-
ter, Katie Adams.  

The brainchild of my sister, it’s been 
going for two-and-a-half years, has 
over 3,500 members, and is an ex-
cellent resource for village goings-
on, locating missing pets and recom-
mendations for local tradespeople. 
I’m very glad there are three of us to 
manage it. It can be hard work keep-
ing on top of the disputes and trolls 
that sometimes lurk in the dark cor-
ners of pages like this.  

One of our rules in the group is ‘Be Kind’ a phrase which has gained popularity 
after the unnecessary death of Caroline Flack. On ATH, this rule means if we 
see any inappropriate behaviour or unkindness to any of our members, the 
poster is blocked from the group immediately. We don’t tolerate behaviour like 
that.  

This month has been a tough one. We’ve both had abusive messages sent to 
us, been targeted by people in our inboxes because of some of the unpopular 
decisions we’ve made on the page and been publicly chastised on another Fa-
cebook Group that we are not part of where we cannot defend ourselves.  

All this, by people we KNOW in the village. ATH does a lot  of good and it 
would be a shame to let that go to waste so I won’t be throwing in the towel 
anytime soon. Fingers crossed, these people read this and realise how their 
actions have affected us! In the words of Eric Hoffer, “Kindness can become its 
own motive. We are made kind by being kind.” I’ve included a photo of some 
gifts a lovely friend gave me when I was having a particularly bad day.  

EDITOR’S NOTE—In these times of lockdown and uncertainty it is thanks to 
people  like Sarah, Katie and Hannah that our lives are slightly brighter than 
they would be. I echo Sarah’s words. They give up their time and expertise 
freely. I use “All Things Hethersett” on a daily basis and would hate to see its 
demise through the uncalled for and hurtful comments from people who would 
probably never undertake such a facility but who find it very easy to criticise 
those who do. 

Sarah’s World 
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Sarah’s World 
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Sarah’s World 

A Big Month For Amelia 

THIS month was a big one 
for my eldest daughter, Ame-
lia (pictured opposite).  

She earned her Green Blue 
Peter badge! She had ap-
plied for it back at the begin-
ning of July, so it had taken 
its time, but she was over the 
moon to finally receive it.  

For those that aren’t familiar 
with Blue Peter these days, 
there are several badges on 
offer to apply for - the stand-
ard badge, Green badge, 
Music badge and Sports 
badge to name a few. 

Amelia was especially drawn 
to the Green badge because 
of her love of the environ-
ment.  

She included a drawing of a 
Green badge, some photos 
of her litter-picking at the 
Hethersett litter picks, along 
with a poem she wrote.  

Despite the wait, it’s a rea-
sonably easy process! I 
would urge any children to 
apply (instructions are on the 
BBC Blue Peter website) 
because, along with receiv-
ing a prestigious badge, you get the added perk of free admission to a num-
ber of attractions around the UK, Banham Zoo being one of them. 
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Sarah’s World 
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Sarah’s World 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Guess The Location 
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News From The Media 

A NUMBER of Hethersett-related sto-
ries have appeared in the Eastern 
Daily Press and Norwich Evening 
News during the month. 

Over the next few pages you can view 
just some of the cuttings. These sto-
ries are also covered in full on other 
pages in this edition of Hethersett 
Herald. 

Above is a cutting about further de-
lays to the proposed re-opening of the 
historic King’s Head Public House 
and opposite a plea for the village to 
light up for Christmas. This is our front 
page story in this edition. 

Over the page is a cutting of coverage 
of the memorial tree planted in 
memory of Heather Williamson who 
died earlier this year. 
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News From The Media 
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News From The Media 

THE photograph opposite depicted 
a tree planting ceremony in St Re-
migius Churchyard in the past. 

We can identify Bob Richardson on 
the left and Pat Bond planting the 
tree. Pat was chair of Hethersett WI 
and a leading light in the WI move-
ment at county and national level. 

Does anyone know who the couple 
on the right are? 

Above is the coverage of Sarah 
Lawrence and Hannah Harrison, 
both of whom write for and help 
with Hethersett Herald, and their 
Sandwich Superhero scheme which 
has helped to feed families in need 
over the past few weeks. We cov-
ered this in the previous edition of 
Hethersett Herald. 
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News From The Media 

Above—more coverage 
of the light up Hethersett 
at Christmas appeal, this 
time from the Wymond-

ham Mercury weekly 
newspaper and opposite 
a medical story from the 

Eastern Daily Press 
Newspaper which again 
we covered in the previ-

ous edition. 
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News From The Media 

The story above appeared in a weekend section of the Eastern Daily Press 
newspaper. It related the history of monetary awards for returning soldiers from 

the Second World War and how this eventually led to the setting-up of Heth-
ersett Memorial Playing Field. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  71                   December 2020 

The 14th in a series featuring a literary gem found in the Back Lane Book 
Swap.  Books found during a wander along the lane.  Of course by the time 

you read this the featured book may have gone. 

_________________________________________________________________

Classics of Back Lane with Penelope Brown 

No. 14 – Birds Without Wings by Louis De Bernieres 

Birds Without Wings is a novel by Louis de Bernières, 
written in 2004. Narrated by various characters, it tells 
the tragic love story of Philothei and Ibrahim. It also 
chronicles the rise of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the 'Fa-
ther of the Turkish Nation'.  

The over-arching theme of the story covers the impact of 
religious intolerance, over-zealous nationalism, and the 
war that often results. The characters are unwittingly 
caught up in historical tides outside of their control. 

The book's title is taken from a saying by one of the 
characters, Iskander the Potter, "Man is a bird without 
wings, and a bird is a man without sorrows." The book includes a vivid and 
detailed description of the horrors of life in the trenches during World War I. 
Some of the characters are also present in the author's earlier novel Captain 
Corelli's Mandolin. 

The pace of the book is languid, even slow. The story is set in Eskibahçe, a 
small fictional village in southwestern coastal Anatolia during the 1900s, span-
ning World War I and the era of Turkish nationalism. The Battle of Gallipo-
li takes place halfway through the novel. 

The book is written from several different points of view. Chapter by chapter 
the first person account is from the perspective of Dorsoula, or Ibrahim, or 
Ayse, or one of many other characters including a wealthy merchant based in 
Smyrna (now Izmir). All points of view are credible, even insightful at times. 

Although fiction, the setting of Eskibahçe is based upon Kayaköy (Greek: 
Levissi Λεβισσι) village near Fethiye (coordinates: 36.574128, 29.088058), the 
ruins of which still exist today. Once a thriving Greek village, this town of over 
1,000 houses, two churches, 14 chapels and two schools was completely de-
serted in 1923 when the Greek inhabitants living there, along with a vast num-
ber of Greeks living throughout Turkey, were deported to Greece through a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustafa_Kemal_Atat%C3%BCrk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_of_the_Nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_Corelli%27s_Mandolin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Gallipoli
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massive government mandated population exchange between the two coun-
tries following the Turkish war of independence. Historically, Turks and Greeks 
had lived together in this region for centuries, the Turks as farmers in the Kaya 
Valley and the Greeks living on the hillside dealing in crafts and trades.  

A Greek presence in this region goes back centuries. Since then, the village of 
Kayakoy, as it is called in Turkish, or Karmylassos, as it was called in Greek, 
which had been continually inhabited since at least the 13th century, has 
stood empty and crumbling, with only the breeze from the mountains and mist 
from the sea blowing through its empty houses and streets. Attempts by the 
Turkish government to get Turks deported from Greece to inhabit the village 
failed and eventually, in the 1950s, the roofs of all the houses were removed. 

______________________________________________________________ 

We captured the misty side of 
Hethersett on an early morning 

stroll across the fields at the back 
of the parish church. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  73                   December 2020 

There is No Planet B 

Small Steps to Save the Planet  
With Penelope Brown 

“We are the first generation to feel the effects of climate change and the 
last generation who can do something about it” – Barack Obama, 2014. 

“As we look forward to the start of a new decade, it’s worth remember-
ing it is often the small steps, not the giant leaps, that bring about the 
most lasting change” – Queen Elizabeth II, December 2019. 

With these two inspirational quotes in mind this column gives ideas for 
simple acts that we can make to help care of our most precious re-
source. Hethersett doing its part to protect the future 

 

Natural DIY alternatives for seven common cleaning tasks 

DIY natural cleaning is a way to clean your home effectively (and cheaply) 
using safer homemade alternatives. Many cleaning products you find in the 
supermarket are extra-strength cleaners which can contain harmful solvents, 
acids and corrosive chemicals. Not only can they be toxic to you and your 
family, they are devastating to the environment, expensive and create pack-
aging waste, 

A common misconception about cleaning is that we need a different cleaning 
product for each part of the house. Think for a moment about the cleaning 
product aisle at the supermarket – shelves and shelves of shiny packaging 
full of undisclosed ingredients that all claim to solve our cleaning woes. Mil-
lions of dollars in marketing and packaging tell us we need a different spray, 
cream, powder or wipes for every little job in the house. 

But do we really need so many products? No! what we really need is a solu-
tion to address each of our cleaning needs irrespective of which part of the 
house you are in. Try thinking about your cleaning job in terms of a need in-
stead of a product. Are you trying to lift a stain? Disinfect? Fix  a smell? Re-
move grease? 

Once you know the problem you are trying to solve, you can use this handy 
list to work out which natural ingredients in your arsenal to use to tackle the 
problem. 

SCOURING 

Cleaning showers, sinks and toilets needs a gentle scrubbing agent. Borax, 
salt of bicarbonate of soda with some water can create an abrasive paste to 
get the job done. For scouring pots and pans in the kitchen, a bit of bicarb of 
soda, vinegar and some elbow grease will break through baked on grime. 
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Keep some coconut scourers or coconut scrubbing pads at hand. 

DEGREASING 

To cut through grease on cooker hoods, pots, showers or tiles, look at natural 
degreasers like lemon essential oil, white vinegar, pure castile soap or washing 
soda. Bicarb of soda and lemon essential oil can be used to make your own DIY 
oven and hob degreaser. 

PEST DETERRENT 

Look no further than eucalyptus oil to help deter moths, silverfish, rats, mice and 
ants. Using a cloth, wipe a small amount of eucalyptus oil inside cupboards, 
drawers and wherever the bugs hang out. 

DISINFECTING 

It is important to feel confident that we can remove germs when needed, espe-
cially when illness or infection seem to cycle through our homes. Natural ingre-
dients such a Borax, white vinegar, salt, and essential oils like eucalyptus or tea 
tree oil can be used as effective disinfectants.  

STAIN REMOVAL 

To lift stains from fabric, carpet or clothing, use active natural ingredients like 
bicarbonate of soda, lemon juice, Borax, washing soda or soda water. Remem-
ber to always test a small amount of your cleaner in a discreet part of the fabric 
first to make sure it won’t damage the material before applying the full amount. 

POLISHING 

If you want to give an added shine to wooden furniture without using the highly 
toxic and foul smelling commercial spray canned products, then opt for a little 
white vinegar with beeswax, olive oil with a dash of lemon essential oil. 

DEODORISING 

There are a range of natural ingredients that all have deodorising qualities – 
bicarbonate of soda, essential oils (lavender and lemon in particular), lemon 
juice, salt and white vinegar will all help to get rid of odours and freshen up fab-
rics. One of the best options is to hang fabrics outside for a few hours. 

As you can see, many of the above ingredients pop up more than once and per-
form a range of functions. You really only need a small kit of common, natural 
ingredients in hand to keep your home spick and span and eliminate shelves of 
cleaning products. It is just a matter of knowing which ingredient to reach for. 
 
There are hundreds of recipes for natural cleaning remedies, and in most cases, 
there will be a number of methods you can use to achieve a similar outcome. 
Don’t be dismayed if it seems that everywhere you look the recipe is slightly 
different. The main things to remember are to use what works for you and to 
grow your knowledge of the properties of each ingredient so you can build your 
confidence using them. 
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My Photographic Diary by John Head 

Hethersett resident and friend of Hethersett Herald, John Head, is a keen 
photographer who regularly posts his excellent photographs on Face-

book. Here we feature a selection of John’s photographs taken during his 
wanderings in an around Hethersett. You will also find other photos taken 

by John dotted throughout this edition of Hethersett Herald 

Wild Hethersett: Well 
Done Great Melton 

Farms - the sign says 
it all. 
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My Photographic Diary by John Head 

 

Above is a 
moody autumn 
picture of the 
fields around 
Hethersett and 
on the right Nor-
folk Skies on an 
afternoon walk 
to Great Melton 
captured on 5th 
November. 
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My Photographic Diary by John Head 

Autumn afternoon walk to Great Melton 5th November, 3 pm. 

On the right is 
Hethersett’s au-
tumnal fields—
The Hethersett 
Sentinels. 

Above the twin 
towers of Great 
Melton churches 
captured at the 
beginning of No-
vember. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  78                   December 2020 

My Photographic Diary by John Head 

 

The tree opposite was 
planted on the 21st 
June, 1887, by Rev 
John Soden Vicar of 
Little Melton to hon-
our Queen Victoria’s 
Golden Jubilee. It has 
taken it  almost 150 
years to reach its pre-
sent maturity. 

A morning stroll 
around Little Melton 
on November 20th. 

 

The memorial to the Rev. Mary Kerslake 
in Little Melton Churchyard. 

Mary was a dear friend who did so much 
in the community especially for children. 
Taken from us far too soon  
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Down Memory Lane– with Peter Steward 

Servicemen returning to 
Hethersett after the Sec-
ond World War found 
themselves the recipients 
of a new savings account 
containing a donation of 
£10 from appreciative 
villagers. 

Residents of our village 
were so moved by the 
exploits of “their boys” in 
the war that they raised 
the money from events 
such as jumble sales, 
darts matches, auctions, 
dances, socials and pub-
lic subscriptions through 
a Welcome Home Com-
mittee. 

When that committee 
was disbanded it was 
replaced by a Memorial 
Fund group which raised 
further money to provide 
what became the present 
day Hethersett Memorial 
Playing Field. 

There was a sad side to 
the £10 (over £300 to-
day) awards, however, 
as a number were sent to 
the families of those who 
never returned. Twelve 
men from Hethersett are 

recorded as having lost 
their lives in the war. 

The welcome home com-
mittee raised an impres-
sive £2,270 – almost 
£70,000 in today’s mon-
ey - and a total of 227 
servicemen and/or their 
families received the £10 
gift. 

The committee put to-
gether two letters to go 
with the donation. The 
first for those that re-
turned read: 

“Your Hethersett Friends 
wish you to accept this 
small token of apprecia-
tion for all the sacrifices 
you have made on their 
behalf and, in welcoming 
you home, offer their 
best wishes for the fu-
ture.” 

The second message 
sent to those who had 
been bereaved read: 

“In Grateful Remem-
brance of the sacrifice 
made by your 
___________________. 
Your friends in Heth-
ersett offer their sincere 

sympathy with you in 
your great loss.” 

At Christmas 1944, the 
committee, which con-
sisted of representatives 
from 19 village organisa-
tions, sent messages 
and parcels to those 
serving abroad with the 
following message. 

“It is with great pleasure 
that the people of Heth-
ersett send you their 
greetings for Xmas and 
the new year. A parcel is 
being sent to as many as 
possible of those from 
Hethersett who have left 
these shores. This letter 
goes with best wishes for 
your health and happi-
ness and the hope of a 
speedy return. All are 
looking forward to that 
day.” 

At that time there were 
over 90 “village boys” 
serving overseas. They 
were all given a flavour 
of what was happening in 
the village: 

“The village is full of ac-
tivity these days, includ-
ing a “Brains Trust” run 

Savings Account Welcomed 
Them Home 
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Down Memory Lane 

by the Women’s Institute. 
You are not forgotten, as 
every Tuesday evening 
there is a special service 
when a number of us 
meet together and pray 
for your safe keeping.” 

In October, 1945, the 
committee wrote to those 
still overseas to obtain 
their views on what form 
a lasting memorial 
should take. Suggestions 
included: street lighting, 
a “home for old folk”, a 
sports field, a centre for 
young people and a ma-
ternity home.  

There was a promise that 
the names of those who 
had died in the conflict 
would be added to the 
village war memorial 
which was originally set-
up in 1920 to commemo-
rate those who died in 
the First World War. 

The most popular sug-
gestion was to create a 
sports field. The Wel-
come Home Fund closed 
in November, 1946, but 
subscriptions continued 
to be collected and a 
monetary balance helped 
to see the Hethersett 
Peace Memorial Fund 
set-up to provide a last-
ing recreational amenity 

and memorial to the men 
who had made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. 

Further fundraising 
events were held until 
there was enough money 
to buy land from local 
farmer Mr P. H. Curson. 

In March, 1959, the pur-
chase of the land was 
completed and the play-
ing field was formally 
opened by the Managing 
Director of Mackintosh 
Chocolate and a local 
resident, Charles Wood, 
the Second Earl of Hali-
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Down Memory Lane 

fax. The plaque erected to mark the occasion gave the name of the playing 
Field as Hethersett Memorial Field and Garden.  

Today the field is home to a number of sports 
clubs and organisation – all of whom are enjoy-
ing the fruits of the labours of so many people 
from threequarters of a century ago. 
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News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 

Stories and photographs by Charlotte Govier 

A Stroke of 
Genius! 

The residents of Heth-
ersett Hall had a crea-
tive morning sketching 
and painting via Zoom 
with a local art teacher 
called Juli.  

She kindly offered to 
support our residents 
with painting their own 
version of Van Gogh 
sunflowers, providing all 
necessary resources 
too.  

Activities staff projected 
the video onto a larger 
screen which proved a 
great way to interact 
with Juli in a safe yet 
productive way.  

The session also sparked memories 
of school days leading residents to 
reminisce. One resident said:  

"I was so relaxed I lost track of time, it 
was so nice to get lost in a painting.” 

We look forward to the next session. 
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News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 

In October We 
Wear Pink 

On Friday 23rd October, residents and 
staff showed their support for Breast Can-
cer Research by wearing pink and making 
donations.  

It was nice to see lots of bright colours and 
smiley faces. We even had a go at the 'Big 
Pink Quiz' and gave first, second and third 
prizes! Thank you to all! 
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News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 

Spooky Science Experiments  
USUALLY our residents love celebrating Halloween with 
visitors from Friend in Deed.  

This year we had to find new ways to support these very 
special friendships which bring such joy to our residents’ 
lives. We took part in experiments to create bubbling 
cauldrons which was organised and hosted by the won-
derful Lucy and other little visitors via Zoom.  

Residents were so grateful to see their younger friends, 
We ended our Halloween celebrations with a “virtual trick 
or treat” giving residents the chance to interact with Little Visitors dressed up 
for Halloween.  

A HUGE thank you to Kelly and Lucy for organising these amazing events to 
maintain inter-generational friendships in these difficult times. It means the 
world to our residents. 

Boo To You From Our Crew 
On Friday 30th Oc-
tober, residents got 
involved with Hal-
loween themed 
games such as; 
Hook an Apple, 
Guess the weight of 
the pumpkin, 
Ghostly Target 
shooting and Lem-
on a la Witch.  

Each resident 
scored points for 
their attempt and 
received prizes for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd 
places. Staff 
dressed up in cos-
tume for the occa-
sion which brought smiles to the residents' faces. Happy Halloween from us all. 
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News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 

The Latest Scoop 
IN the week leading up to Hallow-
een, the residents of Hethersett Hall 
enjoyed getting creative with pump-
kin carving.  

 

Activities staff got a selection of dif-
ferent sized pumpkins as well as wa-
termelons and coloured peppers to 

provide a variety of col-
our.  

The residents' creations 
were on show around the 
home for everyone to en-
joy. 
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Remember, Remember – the 5th of November 
Bonfire night celebrations were a 
little different this year due to 
COVID restrictions. However, this 
didn’t stop us having a good time. 
Activities staff planned a live perfor-
mance from Paul and Jayne of 
Splash Duo via Zoom.  

Everyone was smiling and tapping 
their feet along to many well-known 
songs. We all enjoyed a yummy 
selection of Bonfire themed food 
prepared by our fantastic chefs! Our 
Bonfire Night ended with an amaz-
ing display of fireworks planned by 
our brilliant maintenance team. 

To all the residents and staff at 
Hethersett Hall - Thank you! YOU 
ARE AMAZING! 

Photo Gallery 
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Stunning Artwork in Lockdown 
THE Hethersett Painting for Pleasure art group has been unable to 
meet face to face during lockdown and the subsequent social dis-
tancing rules. 

But members have been far from idle as we illustrated in our last 
edition.  

We are delighted to be allowed to print some more of the latest art-
work over the next six pages starting with a very unusual painting 
of Wymondham over two different seasons.  

In normal times the group meets in Hethersett Village Hall on 
Wednesday mornings. 

A variety of media has been used from watercolours to felt tip pens, 
salt. collage and computer generated images. 
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Where Are The Best Deals? 
ONCE again this month 
we looked at petrol pric-
es with our survey tak-
en towards the end of 
the month. Our aim is to compare garages within easy driving distances 
of Hethersett to let you know where the best value is. 

Prices have stayed pretty static once again over the past month, although 
the prices at some garages have shown a slight drop. It’s annoying as 
always to have to report that the two garages at Wymondham (Waitrose 
and Abbeygate) and Thickthorn Services continue to be 10p per litre 
more expensive than some of the other garages. 

Each month we will be using the eight garages listed below to show how 
prices have increased or decreased over the past month. The best value 
petrol and diesel is highlighted in red. NC = No Change. 

There may be even better value if you go slightly further afield and please 
note that these prices were checked near the end of the month but may 
have changed further before publication. 

Once again our advice if you want the best deals is shop around and 
avoid paying inflated petrol and diesel prices. You could save yourself 
hundreds of pounds over a year and that’s a lot of additional motoring. 

Herald Petrol Watch 

 Unleaded Diesel Change Change 

Asda Hall Road, Norwich  NA NA   

Tesco Express, Earlham Road, Norwich 108.9 111.9 -1p -3p 

Sainsbury’s Queen’s Road Norwich  109.9 111.9 NC -2p 

Tesco Harford Bridges, Norwich 108.9 111.9 -1p -3p 

Sainsbury’s Longwater, Norwich 109.9 112.9 -1p -3p 

Abbeygate Wymondham 119.9 125.9 NC NC 

Waitrose Wymondham 119.9 125.9 NC NC 

Thickthorn Services, Hethersett 119.9 124.9 NC -1p 
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JOHN Reeve and his daughter Tracy 
Laurence arranged to meet Phyllis Cur-
son and myself at Great Melton Church 
on 8th September. John and Tracy had 
unsuccessfully been trying to locate the 
Great Melton Town House where John 
had lived during his early childhood. 

John Reeve was born in 1939. His sib-
lings were: June, born in 1930, Peter, 
born in 1935, Trevor, born in 1937. The 
Reeve family lived in Croydon, London. 

In either 1941 or 1942, “to put them out 
of harm’s way” from the “blitz” bombing 
of London the children’s parents sent 
June, Trevor and John to live with their 
grandparents, Herbert Bush, a retired 
cowman, aged 76 years and his wife 
Susannah F. J. Bush, aged 66 years, 
at No. 3 cottage in Great Melton Town 
House. Peter did not come to live in 
Great Melton.  

John believes the children continued to 
live at the Town House for several 
months after the war ended. The chil-
dren all attended Great Melton School. 
By the end of the war June was over 
14 years of age and had finished 
schooling but there is no evidence of 
her obtaining paid employment in the 
area upon leaving school. 

As John’s brother Trevor had recollect-
ed to him, the Town House was divided 
vertically into four quarters, each with 
two floors, thus providing accommoda-

tion for four families. At the rear of the 
house a full width single storey exten-
sion had later been added to the two 
rearward facing sections of the house 
to increase the accommodation for two 
larger families. On the land adjoining 
the house, each quarter house section 
had a plot on which John recalled the 
house occupants kept poultry and grew 
domestic produce. Other than wash 
houses and privies there were no other 
buildings on the site. The site had two 
hand water pumps, one at the front of 
the house and one at the back. 

John recalled that the children went 
down the Wymondham road to a farm 
on the left (now a private dwelling) to 
purchase milk. He also recalled visiting 
Wymondham. He could not recall trav-
elling to Wymondham so assumed that 
the family walked there. He remem-
bered collecting dead wood from Shep-
herd Hills Woods into a pram; the wood 
was used as fuel for the wash-house 
fire to heat the “copper” on wash days.  

He clearly remembered on one occa-
sion turning over a log in Shepherd Hill 
Woods and being attacked by a swarm 
of “hornets.” He ran “home” and his 
grandparents stood him in the wash-
house copper and coated him in a 
white substance to ease the pain of the 
many stings he had sustained. John 
also recalled a pond adjacent to the 
end of the road into the Town House. 

Return To A Childhood Home 

_________________________________________________________ 

David Gregory tells the story of John Reeve’s return to an historic 
Great Melton house where he spent his early childhood. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Though now behind a tall hedge and 
reduced in proportion a pond is still 
there as he remembered. 

John particularly recalled a door in one 
of the downstairs rooms that gave ac-
cess onto a small staircase to the up-
per floor. The current owner Mrs Star-
ling kindly showed John and his 
daughter around the house and in one 
of the ground floor rooms John opened 
a door expecting to see the staircase 
beyond but it proved to be a later addi-
tion connecting between rooms. Mrs. 
Starling told John to:  

“0pen the door over there”, indicating 
to another corner of the room. Upon 
opening the door, John once again 
saw the small staircase he had so 
clearly remembered from 80 years pre-
viously. 

Our grateful thanks go to Mr. and Mrs. 
Starling for their unstinting hospitality 
to three unheralded visitors.  

Thanks to their generosity another part 
of Great Melton’s story can now be 
written. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Strange Season For Cricketers 
ONE of the “strangest” seasons in the long history of Hethersett cricket was 
reflected on at the annual meeting held via social media. 

A total of 39 members logged on to celebrate the successes of the club in what 
turned out to be a very truncated season with all the usual leagues cancelled 
due to the Covid pandemic. 

Mini leagues were organised throughout the county with teams being pitted 
against sides of roughly the same ability. Hethersett was the only club in Nor-
folk to run four teams in the mini leagues with the first team reaching the final of 
their knockout section and winning by default when opponents Swardeston 
were unable to field a side. 

Outgoing chairman Mark Worley referred to the season as “a weird and horri-
ble” one. 

“We were really looking forward to building on the success of 2019 and there 
was so much excitement and expectation for the continued development of the 
club. We ended with a season cut in half and are just hoping to get back to 
some form of normality in 2021,” he said. 

When sporting restrictions were lifted, Hethersett got back into immediate ac-
tion, fielding eight teams in the first weekend. 

“It was a big learning curve for us. We had to learn about social distancing, new 
coaching drills and much more,” Mark said adding his thanks to the army of 
volunteers, sponsors and supporters who have made the club so successful. 
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Outgoing treasurer Robbie Mathews reported that 2020 hadn’t been as disas-
trous financially as had been feared with the club bar making a healthy profit 
despite the clubhouse not being able to be open during the season. “I am just 
hopeful that we can have a full season in 2021,” he said. 

Reports were given by the various sections including comments on the success 
of the club’s youth section.  

Club Development Officer Matt Bird reported that planning permission has been 
granted for a fully enclosed two lane practice facility which is likely to cost 
around £35,000. Grants have already been received from South Norfolk Council 
and the Geoffrey Watling Trust charity. It is hoped that the facility will be in place 
sometime in 2021. 

Harriet Curtis was elected chairman following the retirement of Mark Worley and 
Stephen Hayes has taken over as treasurer. Helena Last was elected secretary 
and Tristan Hunt and Tom Collishaw will share the role of vice-chairman. 

Mark Worley was thanked for his contribution to the club and his two years as 
chairman. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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We Are On Facebook 
Hethersett Herald is on Facebook. You can follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/ 

Please share details of the Herald so we can increase our readership. 

The January edition of Hethersett Herald will be online on Decem-
ber 22nd to bring you pre-Christmas news. 

News, features and photographs should be with the editor by De-
cember 15th at the latest. 

We are happy to consider items for publication either on Hethersett 
or written by Hethersett residents on other subjects and they can 

be sent to  

petersteward@lineone.net 

 

Join The Email Group 
We currently use Social Media to inform residents when a new edition of 
Hethersett Herald is published. 

We also post copies of new editions, along with an archive of editions from 
the past five years, on the website www.hethersettherald.weebly.com. 

If you would like to be alerted via e-mail of the  publication of a new edition 
please send an e-mail requesting this service to the editor—
petersteward@lineone.net. 

We will then draw up a group for circulation. Your e-mail address will not be 
disclosed to any third parties and will be used exclusively for notification of 
new publications. 
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Advertise In Hethersett Herald 
Hethersett Herald is a monthly e-magazine published in the last 
week of each month. We are now happy to take advertising. If you 
want to promote your business to a wide audience and support our 
aims of bringing village news and views to as many people as pos-
sible why not take out an advert? Our rates are detailed below. 

If you wish to advertise in Hethersett Herald please contact the ed-
itor Peter Steward on petersteward@lineone.net or 01603 811052. 

Artwork should be supplied by the advertisers in Jpeg format. 

 

Contact Us 

petersteward@lineone.net 

Advertising Rates 

 Per Edition Annual—12 
Editions 

Quarter Page £20 £200 

Half Page Horizontal £30 £300 

Half Page Vertical £30 £300 

Full Page £50 £500 



 

Hethersett Herald                  101                   December 2020 

Hethersett Health with Rowan House 

With Rachel Pailes 

“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem and smarter 
than you think” 

A A Milne 

Do you ever find yourself talking in a critical way to yourself? Such as “if only I 
had…”, “why on earth can’t I seem to ….”, ”how could I be so stupid…again…”. 
“I’m not confident enough to do….” 

You are not alone! 

If you go to Amazon, you will find that there are more than 90,000 results for 
“self-help books for women”, and more than 70,000 results for “self-help books 
for men”. The gender questions that statistic poses are for another day, so let 
me know what you think. 

My message is that there are no secrets about how to live more fulfilling and 
happier lives. No secrets about how to live our best life. It’s all out there. So why 
do so many people say they struggle with their confidence? (And yes there’s 
another 70,000 books about confidence). 

I’d like you to think about a lack of confidence in another way. It is not a lack of 
confidence that stops us doing things. It’s a lack of BRAVERY. To be nervous, 
and scared is a normal part of being human. It is when those feelings take over 
or consume us and stop the rational brain that it stops us from doing the things 
we really want. And it holds us back. And then we criticise ourselves again, and 
hence the cycle continues. 

Being BRAVE and doing something scary gets results and good results and 
then builds confidence. And we get all those lovely success chemicals being 
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released. Bravery precedes confidence. 

So you want something to change yes? Choose ONE THING you have been 
putting off doing. Something small, not too epic. And yes, write it down. Now. 
write down what it is you would gain from doing it. And write down why that is 
important to you. Then decide to be BRAVE and have a Moment of Commitment 
and take your first action to making it happen. Notice how you feel. 

You are braver than you believe! 

This article was written by Andrew Beech of Mind and Body.  Andy offers a com-
bination of personal coaching, massage and guided meditation to align your 
mind, body and subconscious to the goals and positive intentions you have clari-
fied.  For more information email us at info@rowanhousecentre.co.uk. 

________________________________________________________________ 

What I Love About Hethersett 

_______________________________________________________________ 

A slight change for our column this month. We usually ask a prominent 
resident of Hethersett what they love about living here. But this month we 
reproduce a piece written in an East Anglian blog by Joe Mason. Joe has 
kindly given permission for us to reproduce his piece which is simply 
entitled “Hethersett.” 

_______________________________________________________________ 

“Hethersett is a large village some six miles south of central Norwich. The vil-
lage has grown substantially in the twentieth century, as the growth of motor 
transport transformed it into a dormitory for the city. Hethersett Academy 
(formerly Hethersett High School) was opened in 1979. The HQ of Norfolk Fire 
Service is located in the village. 

When I first got to know the lady who was to be my wife, her parents were liv-
ing in Hethersett. I remember lifting a grating to save some ducklIngs who had 
fallen into the drain on the road. The headmistress of the school at which my 
wife-to-be taught assumed that we would be married in Hethersett and she 
gave us a water colour painting of the church of St Remigius, but by the time 
we were wed my wife's parents had moved a few miles away. The church 
stands beside the B1172, just outside the village. 

My unmarried sister ended her career as a teacher and live-in housemistress at 
Hethersett Old Hall School. This private school for girls took boarders. She took 
her Cavalier King Charles dog to stay at the school, and the dog made her a 

mailto:info@rowanhousecentre.co.uk


 

Hethersett Herald                  103                   December 2020 

Historic Oak 

The historic photograph 
of Kett’s Oak was taken 
in the 1950s and shows 
some important remedial 
work. 

The wooden supports 
can clearly be seen. Be-
low in our latest photo of 
the tree taken last month. 

very popular member of staff.  Hethersett Old Hall also stands back from the 
B1172. 

One facility that is no longer enjoyed by Hethersett is a railway station. This 
was quite a distance from the village and was consequently not so well used 
as perhaps it might have been. The station was closed at the end of January 
1966 under the Beeching Axe. The derelict station building deteriorated for 
half a century but has now been restored as a private dwelling. My grandfather 
(whom I never knew) had a joke about Hethersett Station. In his day the rail-
way stations were all staffed and the station master shouted out 'Hethersett' 
as the train approached. "Yes,' came the reply, “and here they will sit until the 
train arrives!” 

Jo Mason’s Story of East Anglian Life can be found at: 

joemasonspage@gmail.com 

What I Love About Hethersett 
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Grants available from the WRVS Benevolent Trust 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Chair of the WRVS Benevolent Trust Gilli Galloway contacted us to tell us 
about the fund and how it is administered. They try to reach as many people 
as possible by advertising their service to a wider audience by publicising the 
grants so readers can pass the information onto grandparents, parents, sib-
lings, relatives, friends and neighbours or anyone who wants to apply for a 
grant for themselves. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

The Trust offers grants for past or present volunteers or staff of Royal Volun-
tary Service, WRVS or WVS to help during a time of urgent need or crisis, 
when they find themselves in difficult circumstances which impact badly on 
their quality of life, health or wellbeing. The Trust considers applications for 
grants to help them through this difficult time. The Trust does not provide 
cash grants. 

 
Past grants have provided: 

• Cookers 

• Washing machines 

• Beds 

• Stairlifts 

• Carpets and flooring 

• Boiler repairs or replacement 

• Roof repairs 

• Spectacles 

• Lifeline pendant systems 

• Mobility aids 

 

How to apply 

To apply for a grant, you will need to be a past or present volunteer or staff 
member of Royal Voluntary Service, WRVS or WVS with at least one year’s 
service, and have a fairly limited income. 

Complete an application form (or get someone to do it for you) 

Application forms are available on our website www.wrvsbt.org.uk. 

Submit it to the Trust either by email or post (the address is on the form). 

The Trustees meet three times a year, but applications are considered in 
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Shardlake Ate Here — But Where? 

THERE will be a number of Heth-
ersett people who enjoy the 
Shardlake series of books by C. J 
Sansom. 

His latest book “Tombland”  re-
volves around a Norfolk murder 
and Kett’s Rebellion and features 
both Hethersett and major local 
landowners the Flowerdew Fami-
ly. 

One passage intriguingly links the 
Green Dragon Inn at Wymond-
ham with a coaching Inn in Heth-
ersett which isn’t named but we 
surmise it could have been the 
King’s Head. 

The evidence, however, disputes 
this as historian Lewis Bucking-
ham explains. “I don't doubt there was a pub of some sort on the 
main road in 1549, but at least so far as I can determine, it proba-
bly wasn't the King's Head.” 

So could there have been another Inn between Hethersett and 
Wymondham—well it certainly seems possible? 

between meetings so there is no delay in responding to applicants. 

Tens of thousands of people have volunteered or worked for us over the years, 
maybe you, maybe your grandparent, parent, aunt, uncle, friend or neighbour.  
The Trust is here to help eligible applicants.  Please help us to spread the word 
about our grants. 

More details are available on the website 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Hethersett Matters 
WE regularly feature scams in this publication. In this edition we look at 

some of the latest to avoid. This column is put together in partnership with 
Norfolk Trading Standards and Norfolk Police. Anyone concerned about 
possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk can contact them through their 
partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 

1133. 
 

Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a Norfolk Trusted Trader. To 
search the directory and read feedback from their customers visit 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader 

A Norfolk resident has reported receiving a letter offering them the ‘opportunity’ 
to receive the inheritance from an estate. The letter claims that the estate comes 
from an ‘oil magnate’ who ‘tragically lost his life along with his immediate family 
during this coronavirus pandemic’. 

The letter requests the recipient contacts the sender by email so that the funds 
can be released to them. 

This letter is a scam and there is no inheritance to claim. It shows how scam-
mers will continually update their approaches and will often tailor the story to 
reflect current news stories and events. 

Easy ways to spot an inheritance scam letter include: 

• The amount of money on offer and the percentage claimed that is available 
to you will be extremely large. 

• Letters / documents provided by the fraudsters are generally badly written 
with spelling mistakes and poor grammar. 

• Look out for webmail addresses such as @Yahoo or @Hotmail. They are 
freely available making them easy to set up and equally easy to shut down. 

• Fraudsters often claim that the person who has died was the victim of a well-
publicised incident, such as plane crashes and natural disasters. To add 
credibility, they may even use the identity of someone who really did die in 
the incident. 

If you receive this, or a similar letter, just recycle it after obliterating your details 
printed on the letter. Do not reply with personal details. 

If you have received a letter which you believe to be a scam you can report it to  
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Hethersett Matters 
the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 1133. 

                             *                              *                            * 

We are warning residents to be on their guard following a cold calling incident in 
Norfolk involving roofing work. 

The incident involved a man cold calling a local resident and offering to under-
take repairs on their roof. 

We always advise: 

• Never deal with cold callers looking to undertake work on or around your 
property. 

• Never agree to have work done by somebody who is ‘just passing’ or take 
their word that it needs to be done at all. 

• Never allow a cold caller access to your home, roof or garden even if they 
are offering to do tasks for a small fee or free. 

• Never pay for work before it is completed. 

• When looking to have work done on or around your property only deal with 
reputable companies you have researched and chosen yourself and have 
obtained a written quotation from before commencing the work. 

If you feel intimidated or are concerned for vulnerable neighbours call 999. 

                             *                              *                             * 

We are warning residents to be on their guard after two cold calling incidents 
were reported. 

In the first, two men were reported cold calling at properties offering to under-
take work on residents’ homes and gardens. They were seen to be using a yel-
low flatbed van. 

In the second incident a young man cold called at a property claiming he was 
part of a ‘young offenders programme’ before showing the resident his passport 
as ID. He then attempted to sell the resident items from a bag he was carrying. 
Fortunately, the resident declined the offer and asked the cold caller to leave 
before reporting the incident. 

Never deal with anyone who cold calls at your property offering to sell some-
thing or undertake work on your property. 
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____________________________________________________________ 

Lewis Buckingham continues his journey in 17th Century Hethersett 

___________________________________________________________ 

I 
T’S time to begin the last leg of 
our long-winded journey through 
17

th
 century Hethersett. So if you 

don't mind, please climb on up 
into the carriage and we'll make our 
journey as brisk as we are able (I 
think one of you brought along kip-
pers for the trip and three months is 
far too long to share a carriage with 
kippers). 

The road is a fairly straight run from 
here to Cringleford Bridge. 

When we look to the left we see noth-
ing much at all on John Ogilby's map. 
Here lies Norwich Field, a large field 
dotted with various farmers’ small 
strips of land. A journey between the 
plots would be a who's who of both 
the great and the not so great of 
Hethersett, as they all shared the 
good and the bad land there. 

Norwich Field spread north along the 
right of today's Colney Road and up to 
the border with Colney Parish. If you 
drew a straight line south from where 
Colney Road meets Colney, to the Nor-
wich Road, you more or less trace the 
extent of Norwich Field. 

The image opposite shows Norwich 
Field and Thickthorn lands north of the 
Norwich Road. 

Beyond that the lands were part of the 
great estate of Thickthorn. From that line 
East to Potter's Lane, a little lane that 
ran from Colney to Cantloe Beck, sat 

The Long and Winding Road 

Ogilby's map of 1675 
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Oldfield and Langrave's Close, 140 
acres of the 380 or so acres that com-
prised the entire estate. 

In time, the vast Thickthorn interchange 
will send vehicles careering along a 
grander version of Potter's Lane, and 
Thickthorn Hall there will be familiar to 
any nearby residents, but none of those 
had yet made their appearance. 

Until 1812, the original Thickthorn Hall 
sat further south than today's hall. A 
sturdy square moat surrounded it in 
good old fashioned medieval style, and 
undoubtedly did so from at least as far 
back as 1250 when the first records of 
Thickthorn show up.  

In that year the de Thickthorn's sold 
their ancestral home out of the family, 
and we don't hear of it again until 1554 
when the Flowerdewe family have their 
hands on it. 

Before I get stuck into the weeds there, 
perhaps I should discuss the actual 

weeds that gave rise to the name 
Thickthorn. 

If you break down the rather large 
Thickthorn estate, you have about 100 
acres of arable land, 20 acres of mead-
ow, 140 acres of pasture. You also 
have 120 acres of furze and heath, in 
large enclosures with descriptive 
names such as "Thistly Close".  Evi-
dently this must have led to the name 
of the estate. 

Aside from the land, there were also 
two messuages (dwellings with sur-
rounding yards), two tofts (self suffi-
cient homesteads), a dove house and 
two gardens.  

All you see on Ogilby's map is a bunch 
of trees, but it was all there. Perhaps 
the trees did their job and hid the lord's 
goings on from prying eyes - including 
those of the map's surveyors. Some-
where in those woods also lay the elu-
sive hamlet of Thickthorn: the Eldorado 

The locations of new and old Thickthorn Halls. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  110                   December 2020 

of Hethersett. An antiquarian spoke of 
it in the present tense in the 1730s, but 
no independent evidence of it has ever 
really shown up. 

This makes some sense if the hamlet 
was owned by the Lords of Thickthorn. 
As a rule, the gentry preferred not to 
have their doings discussed in public, 
and, before the time of the Flow-
erdewes, there was no law that stated 
that transfers of property need be reg-
istered or made public in any way. You 
didn't want the neighbours to know that 
you were forced into selling for a song 
because you were no good with your 
bills, so it was all kept very private. 

This means little is really known about 
Thickthorn before the 1550s.  

Afterwards it is possible to track most 
of the goings on.  

You see, as the middle ages gave way 
to the Enlightenment, it became evi-
dent that if you didn't actually register 
your transfer of property, it was pretty 
easy for people to fabricate a prior 
claim to your land.  

They'd say something along the lines 
of: 

 "150 years ago my great uncle's sec-
ond wife's grandfather's brother owned 
this. Whoever sold it to your great 
grandfather's half brother's niece had 
no right to do so. I regret to inform you 
that I own your Manor What's more, I 
always have." 

This may all sound far fetched, but the 
onus was on the resident to prove that 
their claim was better. This technique 
of historic confusion eventually be-
came a well known and utilised legal 
fiction. It was used for the next few 
centuries whenever someone wanted 
to sell the manor their grandfather had 

stipulated could never ever leave the 
family. It was so commonly used it was 
known as a "Common Recovery". 

After this practice became rampant, it 
became law that sales had to be rec-
orded with the authorities, and a bit of 
security was returned to the poor be-
leaguered gentry. 

So we come to the Flowerdewe family, 
as we always do when we talk about 
Hethersett of long ago. 

The Flowerdewes were not particularly 
wealthy when the Tudor's took the 
throne, but they were local. They had a 
few Yeomen and a single scrivener, so 
they weren't of the poorest classes 
when they arrive on history's stage. 

John Flowerdewe was the Steward of 
Syderstone Manor, owned by the Earl 
of Norfolk. He was possibly steward of 
many of his manors. It's not clear ex-
actly how he came into his own inde-
pendent wealth, but he was clearly 
clever - he wrote a small treatise on 
manorial legal formulas - and he 
seems to have known the land, being 
responsible for vast flocks of sheep on 
this Manor if not others. 

Sometime around 1541 he began buy-
ing the Hethersett manors, and per-
haps this is when Thickthorn came into 
his hands. It's not too much of a leap 
to surmise that he grazed his own 
sheep on the plentiful pasture land, 
and perhaps across the furze and 
heath land as well.  

With this in mind, he probably put up a 
series of fences to keep the sheep in 
and then of course we had that whole 
issue with Kett's Rebellion.  

At his death in 1565, John held the 
Thickthorn estate, Cantley Farm and 
its grounds, a large farm in Cringleford, 
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and the Hall lands around 
and below the church. The 
entire south east of Heth-
ersett, and more, besides, 
were all his. Plenty of places 
to both graze sheep and put 
up fences. 

In 1554, John had made a 
deal with Roger Appleyard 
upon the marriage of Roger's 
daughter Frances to John's 
son William. As part of the 
deal, Thickthorn went to Wil-
liam and Frances, but William 
died soon after. After John 
died, Baron Flowerdewe 
moved in for about 16 years 
until William Flowerdewe and 
Frances Appleyard's son Anthony 
came of age and sold it out of the fami-
ly. 

The Ramsey family next owned Thick-
thorn, their most notable member being 
Roger Ramsey, mayor of Norwich, who 
lived there himself. A further three 
Ramseys owned Thickthorn, eventually 
leasing it out to farmers and residing 
elsewhere. 

While Thickthorn was most definitely a 
gentleman's seat, it was also a working 
and profitable farm, most suitable for a 
wealthy farmer. Rent was steep, so it 
had to be worth their while. In 1581 
Anthony Flowerdewe turned 21 and 
came into his inheritance. Once he had 
control, he raised the rent for his uncle 
Edward the Baron to £70 a year. This 
was the equivalent to around £15,550 
nowadays, or 1520 days of wages for a 
skilled worker. A farmer looking at that 
bill would say it was worth about 40 
cows, so pretty pricey. 

It must have been shocking for the Bar-
on. The executors of his father's will 
had been charging him 56 and a half 

pence a year. That's around £71 nowa-
days, and wouldn't have bought you 
any cows back then. Oh hang on - was-
n't he one of the executors? Hmm. 

In 1658 Isaac Motham Jnr, a gentle-
man from Drinkstone in Suffolk, bought 
Thickthorn. He seems to have been 
from a long line of gents and esquires, 
being the son of Isaac Motham Snr, 
with a son of his own named Isaac. He 
bought Thickthorn from Roger Ramsey, 
the grandson of Norwich Mayor Roger 
Ramsey who had brought the estate 
into the family in 1589. 

The purchase price was £2050, which 
would be £215,000 today, or more 
cows than you'd know what to do with 
(380 if we're counting). Isaac Snr had 
died the year before, so this looks to be 
a canny land investment made once he 
came into his inheritance. 

Due to legalities, the "sale" was actual-
ly an "Assignment" for 500 years. Un-
fortunately he only required three of the 
500, and his son Isaac inherited in 
1662. 

Isaac lived till 1703, and it's probable 

John Flowerdewe's estates in Hethersett 
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that he did at some stage 
live in Thickthorn. He bur-
ied his wife and five sons 
at St Remigius between 
1671 and 1700. He joined 
them in 1703, although he 
had moved to London by 
this time. 

The records for this period 
are a little patchy when it 
comes to home address-
es. While it's known that in 
addition to Thickthorn, 
Isaac owned a farm at 
Braymeadow, the Motham 
name only appears during 
this period in the record of 
burials. 

We do, however, know 
who the actual resident of 
Thickthorn in 1675 was. 
He was a yeoman farmer 
by the name of Isaac Ver-
tigans. Isaac's father Pe-
ter, was one of the Dutch 
or Flemish "Strangers" that 
came to Norwich in the 
late 1500s. Peter termed 
himself as a gardener, and 
did his best to fit in by an-
glicising his surname at 
times to "Rottengoose". 
Isaac quietly dropped the alias and 
stuck with Vertigans. 

Isaac took up the lease sometime be-
fore 1664 and after 1658, when a 
farmer by the name of Ferman Leman 
lived there. Before then, a Thomas 
Richmand farmed the estate till his 
death in 1650, perhaps followed by his 
son John. It's not clear who actually 
lived in the hall then until we get back 
to Roger Ramsey, one time Mayor of 
Norwich, who was living at Thickthorn 
at the time of his death in 1632. 

We know this thanks to two "invasions 
of privacy". 

The first was the requirement I spoke 
about earlier for all land sales to be 
declared. The second was the widely 
detested enforcement of what has be-
come known as the "Hearth Tax". 

In a bid to raise more money for 
Charles II, the idea was hit upon to 
charge a flat rate per hearth in 
someone's home. This form of tax was 
already in use on the continent, where 
Charles probably saw its potential dur-

"Roger Ramsey" (or at least what I picture 
whenever I read his name) 
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ing his exile. The idea was that this 
was a fairer form of taxation than poll 
taxes, as the number of hearths in your 
home was a pretty good indication of 
your wealth. 

Homes worth less than a pound were 
excluded, as well as those whose resi-
dents were on poor relief. The rest, 
with a few exceptions, had to pay two 
shillings per hearth per year. 

No-one likes paying taxes, and of 
course this new taxes was not greeted 
with enthusiasm. What made this tax 
particularly odious, however, was that 
the tax collectors were empowered to 
search through your house to ensure 
that you weren't cheating the tax man. 

A man's home was his 
castle, after all. All the 
more so if it was surround-
ed by a moat, as Thick-
thorn was. 

The tax didn't last long, 
and the records weren't 
well kept, but from them 
we can glean that Thick-
thorn had nine hearths in 
1673. The tax collector 
may have had a better look 
around that year, as in 
1664 he only found eight. 

While home is where the 
hearth is, nine hearths 
don't make a home. 

Fortunately we can go a 
little further in gaining an 
idea of what would greet 
you as you trundled across 
the drawbridge over the 
moat to Thickthorn Hall. 

You see when Roger Ramsey died in 
1631 it came as a bit of a surprise to 
him. Although a man of wealth, he had-

n't made a will. This wasn't that uncom-
mon. Another resident of Thickthorn, a 
wealthy farmer by the name of Thomas 
Reynolds, had the same unfortunate 
surprise when he died in 1769. 

This is termed as dying intestate. 
When this is the case, an inventory of 
the deceased's goods is made and 
valued, and the assets are distributed 
first to creditors, and then to the next of 
kin. To this effect a few locals with a 
good idea of the relative value of furni-
ture, goods and whatever else may be 
found in your home would literally walk 
from room to room, taking note of what 
they saw and judging its worth. It's far 
more invasive than a search for 

hearths, but there wasn't any getting 
around it. The image here is taken from 
the enclosure map of 1799. It shows 

Image 6 - Thickthorn Hall and outbuildings 
from 1799 Enclosure map 
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Thickthorn hall as it lay within its moat 
at the time. You can see the main 
building had three ranges - a central 
one, and two that led off from it at ei-
ther end, forming a sort of "C" shape. 

The main door in Isaac Vertigans' time 
was in the central range. This led di-
rectly into the main hall. There were no 
fire irons or other implements related to 
hearths in here. Just a couple of tables 
and closets. The main living area, 
known as the Parlour was in one of the 
other two ranges, and, by 1769, the 
main entrance had actually been 
moved to a door into the much more 
nicely appointed parlour wing. 

The hall was probably the original hall, 
likely standing at the time of the 
Thickhams in the 13

th
 century. Medie-

val halls were generally open to the 
roof. A hearth fire would be lit in the 
centre of the room, and the smoke al-
lowed to rise and work its way through 
the thatch. By the 17

th
 century, a ceil-

ing had been added to the hall, which 
would have blocked the escape of any 
smoke from the central hearth. Evi-

dently no chimney had been built to 
replace it, or some form of fire utensils 
would have been present in one of the 
inventories of 1632 or 1769. Above the 
ceiling was a long room used for stor-
age, under what was possibly still a 
thatched roof.  

This large hall would have been quite 
cold once any means of real warmth 
were removed, so all of the love and 
attention was given to the parlour. It 
had seating for 15 and many tables, 
including a playing table to while away 
the long winter night. The requisite fire 
tools were there, and steps of some 
sort would have led up to the four bed-
rooms above.  

There were eight beds upstairs, a post-
ed bed in each, and various feather 
and down beds, presumably for per-
sonal servants. All four family cham-
bers sat above the parlour. 

From the family's quarters you could 
walk through the room above the hall 
to the servants’ quarters in the other 
range. This wing held the kitchen, 
washhouse, buttery and dairy, with a 
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corresponding room above each for the 
servants there. 

From the number of rooms and the 
beds within them, there looks to have 
been quite a sizeable population within 
Thickthorn Hall, but this can't equate to 
the hamlet spoken about in the 1730s.  

Where was it? 

The map of 1800 shows nothing that 
resembles a hamlet, and none of the 
land records through the 17

th
 century 

make any mention of it. 

Francis Blomefield, the topographer 
who first described the distant history of 
Hethersett (and those that cribbed from 
his book afterwards) makes the only 
reference I've ever found to a hamlet in 
Thickthorn.  

I'd begun to wonder whether he may 
have been misinformed, until I noticed 
something in those Hearth Tax records 
from just around this time. There are 
two lists - those charged, and those 
discharged (i.e. who did not need to 
pay).  

If you add the two together, you end up 
with a total of around 130 dwellings in 
Hethersett. Sixty of those were dis-
charged of paying the hearth tax, either 
because their home was of so little val-
ue, or they lived below the poverty line.  

125 years later at the 1801 census, 
there are only 90 dwellings.  

So where did the 40 missing houses 
go? Perhaps this was the hamlet of 
Thickthorn. I can imagine a scenario 
where the lord cleared the hamlet to 
make a nice agricultural estate or to 
create some beautiful parkland. Or per-
haps this was just the gradual attrition 
over a century or so as older medieval 
buildings fell into disrepair and were not 

replaced. 

It may also be a sign of a change in the 
way people lived as the Industrial Rev-
olution took hold: 

Demographers suggest that you can 
get a fair idea of village populations in 
the 17

th
 Century by multiplying the 

number of houses by 4.75.  

This gives us a population of 632 in 
1675. In the 1801 census Hethersett 
has a population of 696.That's an in-
crease of 60 people being squeezed 
into a village with 50 fewer dwellings 
over the course of 125 years.  

It could be that we are seeing the first 
small signs of urbanisation here, as 
cottages were subdivided or extended.  

Numerous homes in 1801 have three 
families within them. Some even have 
five families. There's little evidence of 
anything more than the occasional pair 
of families sharing a home in 1675. It 
looks like people started to move in 
with the neighbours. 

If I was a betting man, I'd say this is 
where all of the buildings went, and the 
hamlet of Thickthorn was a fantasy, but 
I'd love to be proved wrong.  

As with the Manor House of Hethersett 
Cromwells Manor, no-one's ever put a 
spade into the ground in search of 
Thickthorn - either the hamlet or the 
earlier hall. 

Anyhow, it's high time we get back to 
the road and finish our trip to Norwich. 
We'll have to skip the rest of our itiner-
ary or we'll never make it in time.  

Next month we'll return to Hethersett of 
1675 and visit the Bokenham Family. 
They're just about to buy the future site 
of Pump Hall. 
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Below are the contact details for people you may want to get in touch with on 
village matters: 

Member of Parliament 

Our MP is Richard Bacon who can be contacted through the following: 

Email - Richard@richardbacon.org.uk. 

Address: Grasmere, Denmark Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4LE. 

Telephone: 01379 642097 

Web site: www.richardbacon.org.uk 

Facebook - Bacon4SouthNorfolk 

Twitter - @Bacon4SNorfolk 

Norfolk County Council 

Our Norfolk County Council representative is David Bills who can be contacted 
on 01603 813041. 

South Norfolk Council 

Our South Norfolk Council representatives are Adrian Dearnley, Phil Hardy and 
David Bills. David can be contacted on 01603 813041 or at dbills@s-
norfolk.gov.uk, Phil on 07985 695668 or at phardy@s-norfolk.gov.uk and Adrian 
on 07957139880.or at adearnley@s-norfolk.gov.uk. 

Hethersett Parish Council 

Clerk to the council Annette Palmer can be contacted on 01603 810915. Parish 
council chairman Adrienne Quinlan can be contacted on 01603 814379. 

The Parish Council usually meets on the third Monday of each month at the Vil-
lage Hall. The planning committee meets on the first and third Monday 
(depending on planning applications). Currently all council meetings are being 
held on the zoom social media platform.  

Agendas of meetings are displayed on village noticeboards at Churchfields, 
Hethersett Library, Hethersett Post Office, the Memorial Playing Field, and Heth-
ersett Village Hall. Copies of minutes are held at the library or are available from 
the clerk. The parish council office is currently closed but will eventually be open 
at the Village Hall (upstairs) on Monday and Thursday mornings between 10 am 
and 12 noon.  

Email: hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Website – hethersettpc.info 

Council/Government Contact Numbers 
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www.hethersettherald.weebly.co
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Hannah’s Hethersett Photo Gallery 

Herald Associate Editor Hannah Harrison has been out with her camera during 
lockdown two and sent us the lovely images which we publish on the next few 
pages. 
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Hannah’s Hethersett Photo Gallery 
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Hannah’s Hethersett Photo Gallery 
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The Editor’s Corner 

The following extracts are taken from the editor’s blog on Heth-
ersett and other matters which has been running since the begin-
ning of lockdown in March—looking at many different areas of vil-

lage life. The full blog is available at 
www.peterowensteward.weebly.com/blog and also on the Face-

book page at : https://www.facebook.com/
groups/486377568989294/ 

Sunday November 1st 

No sooner had we got used to a "different kind of normal" in Hethersett than 
lockdown restrictions have again been tightened. 
 

I'm not sure how it will affect the village yet but from next Thursday it looks as if 
things will be going backwards again. This will have huge impact on the village. I 
will try over the next few days to capture a few of the things happening (or more 
to the point not happening). 
 
It does look as if the Steward Strolls will have to re-start. Time to be re-
acquainted with the highways and byways around Hethersett with my friend "the 
camera." 
 
It was a sad evening as well. Usually for Hallowe'en we carve out a pumpkin 
and put it with lights outside our home to tell youngsters that they can call on us 
and get sweets. Of course last night there were no knocks on the door. I will 
also miss collecting Hallowe'en pictures for Hethersett Herald. This virus has 
certainly squeezed much of the fun out of life. 

Tuesday November 3rd 

Today I will start putting together the December edition of Hethersett Herald. It's 
going to be a strange one. Usually at this time of year I would be covering 
events leading up to Christmas including the village sale. None of these will be 
taking place now of course.  

I would also be covering the annual Remembrance parade and service which 
would have taken place next Sunday. Then there was Hallowe'en and bonfire 
night - all of which would have received pictorial coverage. Now it looks as if the 
edition will be all about what isn't happening rather than about what is. 
 
There are two pieces of good festive news. The area around Great Melton Close 
and Park Green will once again be awash with lights this Christmas, raising 
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The Editor’s Corner 

funds for the Finnbar's Force charity. It will certainly brighten up what looks like 
being a pretty gloomy end to the year.  

I also spoke to Tony Dunton a few days ago and he is planning to have his 
Christmas display up and running in Firs Road. Tony and Margaret have been 
holding their festive displays and brightening up everyone's lives at Christmas for 
over two decades. Tony was thinking of stopping this year but then realised we 
all need some colourful cheer, providing of course we are allowed out to see the 
display. 

Thursday November 5th 

I think it's a good idea to set some kind of target during lockdown which, by my 
calculation, will last 27 days including today. So I will be looking to walk over 100 
miles in that time. That's 100 miles of actual walking and not counting steps 
around the house. 

Sunday November 11th 

Today would normally be Remembrance Sunday. Well actually it still is. The only 
difference is it won't be Remembrance Sunday as we know it. 
 
The Hethersett Remembrance Day Parade and service both around the war me-
morial and inside St Remigius Church is one of the most poignant events in the 
village calendar. 
 
But this year it will be very different. There will be no church service and no pa-
rade and a very small ceremony around the war memorial. 

Get lit up for Christmas. That's the message from one of the leading Hethersetti-
ans Adrienne Quinlan.  

Adrienne is really keen that as many people as possible enter into the Christmas 
spirit this year to help brighten up our lives in what has been the most difficult 
year imaginable. It's hard to reflect that when we went into lockdown way back in 
March it wasn't so long after Christmas 2019. 
 
Adverts are already appearing for Christmas. Normally this would get my hackles 
up as being excessively early. But this year I guess we can allow some latitude 
and just point out that we are now just 47 days from Christmas Day. 
 
Anyway back to Adrienne. She normally doesn't dress her home up for Xmas but 
this year will be putting lights up and she is urging others to do the same. 
 
The good news is that once again Great Melton Close and Park Green will be lit 
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The Editor’s Corner 

up like the "proverbial Christmas Tree" at Yuletide. Last year the switch on of the 
lights was one of the highlights of the year. Obviously this year it will all be very 
different but the important thing is to make Hethersett colourful and festive. As 
Adrienne said "It's Hethersett doing what Hethersett does." 
 
It's also important to stress that the lights in those roads will be raising funds for 
the Finnbar's Force charity which raises money for research into childhood brain 
tumours and also supports families with children suffering from the disease. 
 
I was having a chat a few days ago with Tony Dunton in Firs Road. Over the 
past two decades Tony and Margaret have had a magnificent display in their 
front garden and raised thousands of pounds for local good causes. Tony said 
that he was considering not having the display this year but then realised that 
people need something to cheer them up.  

I believe he's already considering putting the display up earlier than usual. My 
grandchildren always refers to Tony's as the Christmas House even when they 
walk past in the middle of summer. 

Yesterday should have seen the re-opening of Hethersett King's Head. But once 
again the virus intervened. Originally the pub was due to re-open last Sunday 
but there was a temporary delay. The date was pushed forward to yesterday and 
now we are all hoping it will be third time lucky and the King's can be back in 
action before Christmas. 
 
I had a chat with new licensee Justin Harvey and he said he was feeling frustrat-
ed but still excited and is confident that the pub will re-open well in time for 
Christmas. 

Monday November 9th 

Yesterday I mentioned a scaled down Remembrance Sunday ceremony and 
there was a small act of worship around the war memorial at Hethersett. 
 
For me there was a sadness about the event. Usually it's an uplifting service 
with a full church and all the uniformed organisations parading and the village 
coming together to remember our war dead. 
 
But this year I guess we were lucky to have anything. Only five wreaths were 
laid and there were just a handful of people. the Rector Derek McClean led the 
short service around the war memorial and I believe he will be posting a video of 
the event on the All Things Hethersett Facebook page.. 
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The Editor’s Corner 

 

Thursday November 12th 

A couple of days ago I received a very interesting folder from Jenny and Dun-
can Pigg. They pass historical Hethersett information to me ahead of it going 
into the Hethersett archive. 
 
This was a very old folder of minutes from the village Memorial Appeal commit-
tee of 1946. I believe this was an extension of the Welcome Home Committee 
which raised funds to give every serviceman from the village returning from the 
Second World War a bank account containing £10.  

In today's money that is the equivalent of over £400. This money was also giv-
en to families of those killed in the war. 
 
I also believe that the Memorial Appeal committee was set-up to raise money 
to buy what is now the Memorial Playing Field - although this isn't explained in 
any great detail in the minutes which do describe a number of fundraising 
events. 
 
So I have scanned the minutes (thankfully most of them were typed) and will 
put them onto my Hethersett at War website which looks at the village between 
the years 1910 and 1950. You can view that website at  

www.hethersettatwar.weebly.com.  

The folder will now make its way into the village archives which will soon be 
moving from the Back Room in the village hall to the former parish office which 
will give it more space. 
 
I know I've mentioned this before but it's called the Back Room after the very 
prominent Back family and not because it's at the back of the building. 

You can follow my daily blog either on my website at 
www.peterowensteward.weebly.com/blog  

or on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/486377568989294/ 

 



 

Hethersett Herald                  125                   December 2020 

Can You Solve A Mystery? 

 

 

Colette Bale sent 
us this photo-
graph of a trip of 
people who she 
belives came 
from or lived in 
Hethersett. 

Unfortunately she 
doesn’t know who 
they are. 

If you recognise 
the people in this 
picture please e-
mail the editor 
and we will pass 
on details to Co-
lette 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Another pic-
ture taken 
across the 
fields of 
Hethersett 
by John 
Head. 
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Backyard Bonsais 

_______________________________________ 
In the first of a regular new column, Connie Tindale, well known for her 
work in the village with hedgehogs, talks about another of her passions 

Backyard Bonsais 

_____________________________________________________________ 

O 
VER the years houses ap-
pear to have become larger 
but the plots they stand on 
have become much smaller. 

The number of houses built per acre 
appears to increase every year and 
gardening dreams are stifled. By the 
time there is a small shed on site to 
hold household tools there is not a lot 
of space left. This can be frustrating for 
the keen gardener who may have little 
to do other than mowing a small green 
square and planting some rows of bed-
ding plants. The joy of having mature 
trees to admire is a distant dream as 
the next-door neighbour’s hedge cuts 
out the light and sucks up the moisture.  

But it need not be so. As gardens 
shrink so can trees.   

First of all ‘Bonsai’ merely means ‘tree 
in a pot’. There is no species of tree 
known as a Bonsai so when you see 
adverts for ‘Bonsai Tree Seeds’ it is a 
con. All you are getting is a small over-
priced pot, a bit of compost and an 
acorn which will take decades to be-
come a decent tree. When people say 
that they are bonsaiing the trees in 
their garden what they really mean is 
they are pruning the trees’ branches 
into pleasing shapes. Unless it is in a 
pot (and some pots can be gigantic) it 
is not a Bonsai. 
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I began to have an interest in Bonsai 
back in the 1980s after pocketing some 
wind sown seedlings I found beside 
pathways while walking in forest areas. 
Before long I had ash, hazel, birch, 
larch, western hemlock and pine seed-
lings. I cherished them. They were real-
ly only tiny things just sticks in pots (as 
some serious Bonsai enthusiasts were 
quick to point out to me) but I did not let 
the negativity deter me. I just carried on 
looking after them, repotting them and 
trimming their little branches. Despite 
the derision I thought they were lovely.  
Eventually I had a collection of more 
than 50 reasonably attractive Bonsai 
trees and none of them have cost me 
anything other than a few pounds at the 
rejects area of a garden centre. They 
are displayed on homemade tiered 
wooden racks that would fit easily into 
the smallest of gardens. 

You can of course buy expensive trees 
that have already been shaped. How-
ever, so many people over the years 
have told me that they once owned a 
lovely one that came as a gift but that it 
died. Far more gifted trees die than live 
as the recipients may not be aware of 
the tree’s needs. Few people were ever 
able to tell me what kind of tree theirs 

was and whether it was a hardy native 
tree or a tropical one. That was vitally 
important as native trees are kept out-
side all year and are never brought in-
side for longer than a day.to be worked 
on or admired whereas tropical trees 
need to be inside in a controlled envi-
ronment which does not include fierce 
central heating. 

The main aim of a tree in a pot is to 
give pleasure. It is not cruel to shape a 
tree so that it looks better. I am just 
about to hand over a largish lump of 
cash to a tree surgeon to have my gar-
den trees trimmed so there is no differ-
ence in the treatment of garden trees 
as against Bonsai trees.   

What do you need to start a Bonsai 
collection?  First you need a tree and a 
pair of very sharp scissors or small sec-
ateurs. There are many specialist tools 
on the market but you do not need 
these until you are sure that Bonsai is a 
hobby you want to follow. Where would 
you find a tree?  For your first tree you 
want something that is big enough to 
work on rather than a seedling which 
will take several years to grow more 
than a few branches. The best place to 
look is in your local garden centre and 
the best examples are often found in 

Cotoneaster growing over a rock and a group of three elm trees. 
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the reduced area because they are 
considered to have faults. Choose a 
tree that has naturally small leaves.  
You will never make a successful Bon-
sai of a horse chestnut or anything else 
that has huge leaves.      

You could start with a simple cotoneas-
ter as these have small leaves and are 
very forgiving over watering and trim-
ming. Most conifers can be shaped but 
avoid those like Leylandi that do not 
sprout on old wood. Choose your tree 
for its trunk and try to find one that has 
a wide trunk with interesting bends in it.  
When you get home read all about the 
tree you have chosen. Find the soil mix 
that it likes to live in and what its grow-
ing habits are.   

Before you cut anything off your new 
tree, walk around it a few times to find 

its best side (everything has a best 
side). Then start to choose the branch-
es you want to take off. When you look 
at very young trees one of the first 
things you notice is that the branches 
grow opposite each other with the lead-
er in the middle but when you look at 
mature trees you see that branches 
grow on alternate sides. What you are 
seeking is the look of a mature tree.  
You also need to look for any branches 
that grow straight up or straight down.  
Mature trees do not have them either 
so off they come. Your tree can look 
quite naked by now but it will be the 
basis of a very beautiful tree. 

More next month when I show you time 
lapse photos of some of my trees and 
will discuss Bonsai pots, compost mix-
es and root trimming. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Hethersett Hedgehogs with Connie Tindale 

Time For Bed 
 

NOVEMBER was a busy month for hedgehog carers as they struggled to cope 
with the sheer numbers of autumn juveniles that were being brought in. Then, 
as the days got colder and shorter, older hedgehogs disappeared from gardens 
and settled down to sleep. Those that remained awake were very weak and 
emaciated with some having septic wounds on various parts of their bodies.  
So many are too sick to recover and one was so far gone it died on its way to 
us.  

We hope that the larger number of hoglets signifies a rise in hedgehog num-
bers but it is too soon to tell. There is hope of increasing their population now 
that they are on the endangered list and more people are aware of their plights. 

Speed is of the essence in saving a hedgehog that is in trouble. It is no use 
waiting a few days to see if it manages on its own before picking it up because 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs with Connie Tindale 

if it is out and about in day-
light then it is already in 
severe trouble and in need 
of immediate help. A few 
hours can make all the dif-
ference. Act quickly and 
get it warm and look for 
someone who will take 
care of it. Hot water bottles 
are wonderful as a very 
temporary solution but as 
they cool the object of the 
exercise is reversed and 
they draw heat from the 
hoglet instead of providing 

it making the situation worse.  So, if you use a hot water bottle then check it 
regularly to make sure it has not gone cold. 

A number of people have said through our Facebook page that they would like 
to become hedgehog carers next year and we will produce a leaflet showing 
how they can do this and we have the summer to prepare. If you are interested 
in becoming a carer the first thing you need is somewhere for the hoglets to 
live.   

A garage, outhouse or shed that offers protection from heavy frosts is ideal but 
it must have access to an electrical point so that the vital heat pads can be run.  
Heat pads are the only way that tiny hoglets can be kept alive as, without them, 
they use so much energy trying to maintain their body heat that they do not 
thrive. The pads are only 5W or 7W so they are very cheap to run. 

The hoglets could of course live inside your house but I would not advise it as 
hoglets might be cute but their waste products smell appallingly. I had five living 
in my study for weeks over several seasons and the whole house smelled like a 
zoo much to the disgust of other inhabitants who did not quite share my hoggie 
passion.  Eventually sense won out and they were moved to an old garden 
shed which led to a rat infestation which terrified me. Going inside the shed af-
ter dark and hearing them scramble away from the light gave me nightmares.  
The result was a new rat proof shed which was successfully converted into a 
hog hotel.    

Once they have a home they need their own ‘rooms’ within it.  I prefer wooden 
rabbit hutches over those made of metal or synthetic materials.  Large sanctu-
aries use plastic cat carriers as a matter of necessity because they are small, 
easy to clean and can be stacked allowing the care of hundreds of hoglets ra-
ther than just tens.  But, if you are only caring for one or two then try and make 

Wooden rabbit hutches make ideal homes.        
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Hethersett Hedgehogs 

it as comfortable as possible with 
separate areas for sleeping and eat-
ing and room to move about without 
knocking over water bowls which 
will drench their beds.    

The crucial point of caring for 
hoglets is your own wellbeing.  You 
must not blame yourself and sink 
into depression if a hoglet dies.  
Some of them just decide that they 
do not like captivity and just give up.  
This does not mean that you were a 
bad carer but that your hoglet was 
not a survivor. The will to survive is stronger in some than in others. 

At 75 years of age and in ill-health I had intended to retire from hedgehog care 
at the end of this year but circumstances changes and I now intend to carry on 
looking after them for as long as I can.  With the help of local carers like Paul 
Baisley and others we should between us be able to provide for our little 
friends. All we can do is our best. More from me next month. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Hoglets out in daylight need help 
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WE are looking to improve and expand our groups and societies section. 
If you would like your organisation to be featured in Hethersett Herald 
please contact the editor via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net. 

Reports of events and meetings can also be sent to the above email ad-
dress.  

The deadline for copy is the 15th of each month. Hethersett Herald is 
published on or around the first day of each month via the web site  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Announcement of publication is also made on social media plat-
forms including Facebook, Twitter and Next Door. You can also be 
notified via e-mail. 

If you enjoy reading Hethersett Herald please pass details on. 

Please Get In Touch 
If you have any stories or information you would like to see in the 
Hethersett Herald, please get in touch with us. You can find the 

contact details elsewhere in this edition. 

Groups and Societies 
Due to the current pandemic, groups and societies have shut down for the 
foreseeable future although we know that many are using social media 
platforms such as Zoom to have impromptu meetings. We will be expand-
ing and improving our groups and societies section once the pandemic is 
over and meetings can re-start (please see the notice below). 
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Have You Missed Out ? 

YOU can catch up on previous editions of 
the Hethersett Herald by going to  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com   

and following the links. Hethersett Herald 
is an independent publication for news, 
views and features about Hethersett and 
general articles written by residents. 

It is currently available only online. If you have news or would like to be fea-
tured in Hethersett Herald contact editor Pfeter Steward on  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Groups and Societies 

Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club 

Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club has cancelled all of its scheduled meet-
ings for the remainder of 2020: “We are very sad about this, but know it is the 
best thing to do in the circumstances and hope that you will not be too disap-
pointed.,” said organiser Jenny Walpole. 

The club hopes to be back in the New Year and has already organised meet-
ings for January and February. On Monday 25th January Jacquie Aldous will be 
entertaining with the subject “Encore—The Autograph Collection.” 

On Monday 22nd February Pat Barton will be presenting “Where In The 
World?” 

The meetings will take place in Hethersett Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
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News From The Garden  
With Associate Editor Roger Morgan 

Many people think that December is a quiet month in the garden but there are 
more things to take care of than you might think. With the nights getting longer 
and the days shorter, the time available for jobs gets less and less. There is 
still much to do and here are some of the jobs that we can be getting on with 
during December. 

In the Flower Garden  

Start to winter-prune wisteria, cutting back 
summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds. 

Prune climbing roses now, removing dis-
eased or damaged growth and tying in 
any new shoots to their support. Prune 
older flowered side shoots back by two 
thirds of their length. 

If any of your rose bushes suffered from 
blackspot or rust this summer, gather 
up and remove any fallen leaves to 
reduce the chance of infection next 
year. 

Leave the faded flower heads on 
your hydrangeas until spring, as they 
provide frost protection to the swelling 
buds further down the stems. 

Lift and store dahlia tubers once their 
leaves are blackened by frost. 

Prune Japanese Maples (Acers) and vines if needed, as they will bleed 
sap if pruning is done any later. 

Move containers of shrubs or bedding planters to a sheltered 
spot; clustering them together helps to protect the root systems from 
suffering frost damage. 

Check climbers are securely attached to their supports with ties. 

Spread fresh gravel or grit around alpine plants.  

Cut a few stems of holly with berries for making Christmas garlands. It’s 
early, but now’s the time to do it, before the birds eat all the berries. 
Stand them in a bucket of water in a sheltered spot where birds can't 
take them.  

Hydrangeas 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/popular-plants/roses/climbing-roses
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/plants/shrubs/hydrangea
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In the Vegetable Garden 

Lift your last leeks and parsnips before the soil becomes frozen and heel 
them into a trench beside a convenient path. They will keep for several 
months like this and can be easily brought indoors when required. 

Remove yellowing leaves from your winter brassicas – they are no use to 
the plant and may harbour pests and diseases. 

Protect any remaining celery plants left in the soil by covering with straw or 
fleece.  

If you haven't already, cut down dead asparagus foliage and the top growth 
of Jerusalem artichokes.   

Dig over empty beds and pile manure on top - let the worms and frosts 
break up the clods of soil. 

Dig a trench for next year’s beans, fill it with compostable kitchen waste (not 
cooked food) and re-cover with soil. This will rot down and dramatically 
improve the growing conditions. 

Cover heavy clay soil with polythene to keep it drier and allow winter dig-
ging. 

Build a raised bed to take the bending out of vegetable growing. 

In the Fruit Garden 

Lift and divide established clumps of rhubarb to renew the plant's vigour. 
Sections taken from the outside of the plant are better than those from 
the centre.   

Now is the perfect time to prune fruit trees to maintain an open, balanced 
structure and encourage quality fruit production. The exception is plums, 
cherries and other stone fruits that should not be pruned until the sum-
mer to prevent silver leaf fungus. Use clean, sharp secateurs to avoid 
damaging your trees.  

If your strawberry plants are over three years old, order some new strawber-
ry runners to replace them. Old strawberry plants can harbour diseases 
and tend to lose vigour and productivity  

Prune grape vines. 

Wrap grease bands around the trunks of fruit trees to prevent wingless fe-
male winter moths climbing the trunks and laying their eggs in the 

News From The Garden 
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branches. 

Don't prune your plum trees now as 
they will be susceptible to the silver 
leaf fungus - wait until midsummer.  

Other jobs 

Sweep up debris and fallen leaves that 
harbour overwintering fungal 
spores and create hiding places for 
slugs and snails. 

Wash down all of your garden tools 
and give them a wipe of linseed oil 
on the wooden and metal areas to 
help prevent rusting. 

Get rid of slimy patches on the patio 
and paving by scrubbing with a 
broom or blasting with a pressure 
washer. For an easy alternative try 
a liquid patio cleaner. 

Aerate your lawn with a garden fork to 
avoid waterlogging and compaction over winter. 

Reuse spent compost from annual container displays as a mulch on the gar-
den. 

Wash and disinfect bird feeders and bird tables. Clean out bird baths too. 

Edge your lawn. This is easy to do in the winter months once beds are 
clear. Lawn edging creates a neat and tidy appearance and makes 
maintenance easier throughout the year. 

Create compost bins for collecting fallen leaves and dead plant material. 

Turn your compost heaps to mix the ingredients and help the contents to 
decompose.  

Clean out water butts and let the winter rains refill them. Install a new water 
butt ready for next year. 

More from the garden in the next edition of Hethersett Herald. 

News From The Garden 

Celery 
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Where To Eat In Hethersett 

Church Farm Shop and Tea Rooms -  

Norwich Road (B1172). Telephone 01603 814151 

Open Mondays to Saturdays 9 am to 5 pm. Closed on Sundays. 

Janey’s Village Café -  

32A Mill Road. Telephone 01603 811234. e-mail - janeyd11@yahoo.co.uk. 

Hethersett Queen’s Head -  

12 Norwich Road. Telephone 01603 810226. 

Food served Monday to Thursday 11.45 am to 2 pm (lunch) and 6-8.30 pm 
(evening meal). Friday and Saturday 11.45 am to 2.15 pm and 5.30 to 9.30 pm. 
Sunday carvery sittings at midday and 2 pm. Evening meals 5 to 8.30 pm. 

Park Farm Hotel 

On the B1172 at Hethersett. NR9 3DL. Telephone 01603 810264. e-mail 
enq@parkfarm-hotel.co.uk. 

Park Farm is a luxury country hotel with spa and fitness facilities and a number 
of places to eat throughout the day. For more information visit their website at 
https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk. 

Café Kin 

Rowan House, Queen’s Road, Hethersett. 

The latest edition to Hethersett coffee culture, Café Kin is part of the Rowan 
House Health and Well Being complex on Queen’s Road. Food and coffee 
served during the day from 8 am until 2.45 pm Mondays to Fridays. Also open 
on Saturdays 

                         *                              *                            * 

You will also find a variety of eating outlets close to the Thickthorn Services ar-
ea off the B1172. These are technically in Hethersett, although they are two 
miles form the village centre.  

Outlets include Greggs, Burger King, Subway and McDonalds and there is also 
a petrol station and Travelodge. 

During the pandemic please check with the individual outlets. Many of 
them are now opening different hours from the above and some are 
providing a takeaway service. 
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Hethersett Herald 
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically towards the end 

of each month via the Hethersett Village web site at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publica-

tion providing news, views and information about Hethersett. It 

has no affiliation to any specific group, organisation or political 

party. Views expressed in Hethersett Herald are those of individu-

al authors and not necessarily the views of the volunteers or the 

editor. 

Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These 

can be e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net. Everyone who 

works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so on a voluntary 

and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from anyone who would 

like to help us increase and improve our coverage of village life. 

Herald Team 

Editor - Peter Steward—petersteward@lineone.net 

Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Hannah Harrison. 

Regular Columnists - Connie Tindale, Penelope Brown, Dale Ev-

ans, Sarah Lawrence and John Head. 

Proof Editor - Gary Wyatt. 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this edition of Hethersett 

Herald. If you have enjoyed reading this e-magazine please pass on de-

tails to friends and relatives so that we can increase our readership. 

To contact us e-mail petersteward@lineone.net. 
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The following are just some of the regular events taking place in Heth-
ersett. If you have an event you would like to see featured in Hethersett 
Herald, please send details including its date, time and venue to the follow-
ing email address:  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Please note that many of these events will not be taking place at present 
due to Coronavirus. We have decided to keep this page active in order to 
inform residents of what is available to them once the epidemic is over. 

Regular Events: 

Hethersett Croquet Club meets on the Memorial Playing Field from 2.30 
pm on Wednesday and Saturdays during the summer. 

Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group meets in the Meth-
odist Church Hall from 10 am on Wednesdays. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 01603 810364. 

Hethersett Table Tennis Club meets in Hethersett Methodist Church 
Hall from 7 pm on Fridays. 

Hethersett Methodist Church Shoppers’ Coffee takes place on Satur-
days from 10.30 am until midday. 

First Steps pre-school Group meets in Hethersett Village Hall on Tues-
days from 10 am during school term time. 

The Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the lounge of 
Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm on alternate 
Tuesdays. All welcome, light refreshments available free of charge.  

Hethersett Dementia Support Group’s monthly café takes place in 
Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 10 am until midday every third 
Tuesday. There is also a social morning meeting on the first Tuesday of 
each month from 10 until 11.30 am. 

Hethersett Short Mat Bowls Club plays two sessions each week in 
Hethersett Village Hall. The first is on Tuesday afternoons from 2.15 pm 
for a 2.30 pm start and the second is on Friday evenings at 7.15 pm for 
a 7.30 pm start. 

In the light of the Coronavirus epidemic we have suspended our 
normal What’s on listings. The listings will be re-introduced once 
groups and societies begin meeting again. 

Hethersett Herald What’s On 
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Check Out Facebook Pages 

Lockdown restrictions may have been eased but there is still a need to 
be kept informed on the up-to-date situation. There are a number of vil-
lage Facebook pages that will do just that. The best page to view is the 
All Things Hethersett site which has over 3,500 members and includes 
numerous postings from residents throughout the day. 

There is also a Hethersett Facebook page and a Hethersett Herald page. 
Just pop along to Facebook and search for them. 
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The Last Word 

BEFORE lockdown 
stopped local foot-
ball again, Hetherett 
Athletic’s Saturday 
men’s team were 
struggling towards 
the foot of the  Nor-
wich and South Nor-
folk League with just 
one win and five de-
feats from their six 
games. 

But spare a thought 
for the Hethersett 
team from the 1990s 
who not only failed 
to win any of their 24 
games but also end-
ed with a minus 
points total. The 
headline in the East-
ern Daily Press 
summed the team’s 
fate up: “When nil 
points is a soccer 
target too far.” 

The club ended on 
minus two after starting the season on minus three after failing to register a 
list of players on time. During the season they recorded no victories and 
just one draw. 

I see that I was quoted in the Eastern Daily Press article, being club chair-
man at the time! 

Coming back to the present, the club’s Sunday side have fared much better 
with 12 points from their six games and second place to date in Division 
Two of the Norwich and District Sunday League. It remains to be seen 
whether the season will eventually be allowed to continue after the latest 
lockdown. 

Peter Steward 


