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Getting Political
HETHERSETT artist Jo Jacobson has
turned her thoughts to the political
situation in her native Zimbabwe as
her paintings take on a whole new
style. We caught up with Jo at her
home and talked art and politics. You
can read our special feature starting
on page 11.
_______________________________________________________________________

Tough Year Ahead
THE year 2018 looks like being a
tough one for motorists in Hethersett with more traffic lights
likely to be appearing on the
B1172.

The roadworks which blighted the
B1172 throughout 2017 look like returning yet again in February.
In addition, inconsiderate parking and
speeding in the village is also likely to
be a major topic. As always Hethersett
Herald will keep you in touch with the
issues affecting our village.

In this edition of Hethersett Herald we
look at some of the road issues which
will include a six month project to exIf you have any views on traffic probtend the cycle and footpath to Wylems or any other matters please get in
mondham and also further discussion
on the way ahead for major changes to touch by e-mailing
Thickthorn roundabout.
petersteward@lineone.net
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Public Consultation Extended

ADDITIONAL public consultation is to take place before a decision is made on
the exact route of improvements to the A47/A11 Thickthorn junction.

A number of local consultation events were held back in March with the aim of
reducing congestion, improving journey times and making the junction safer.
There are two options being considered, revolving around the Cantley Lane
area. Concerns were expressed at the public meetings with regard to potential
rat runs being created.
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Option A involves an overbridge over the A11 while option B is a slight modification of the initial proposal. Both provide connection between Cantley Lane South
and the Thickthorn interchange and Highways England claims avoid lengthy diversion routes for residents along Cantley Lane South.
The final design will take in the question of disabled access to a footbridge, safety for walkers and cyclists and providing adequate drainage.
A series of public events will be held in 2018 before a final decision is made
“We are currently investigating the buildability of both options and this will feed
into the final proposal for our public consultation,” said Romeu Rosa, Highways
England Project Manager.

________________________________________________________________

Speedy Improvements Needed
IMPROVEMENTS to Thickthorn cannot
come quickly enough and need to be
implemented before there is a fatal accident on what is a nightmare junction.

Herald Comment

Regular readers of the Herald will know our views on the junction and the intransigence of Highways England to listen to public opinion which believes that the
junction is an accident waiting to happen.
As if to illustrate our point, an accident on December 6th led to morning gridlock
and queuing traffic back as far as Hethersett. There were also long delays on the
A47.
The situation was rather neatly summed up on social media by a contributor who
had the following to say:
“Oh dear, not again. The combination of painted lanes spiralling all over the
place, traffic lights and the aggressive mentality of too many drivers is a recipe
for disaster.”
Whilst we are on the subject of roads and motoring, I was heartened to see how
carefully people were driving during the recent icy blast.
I stood for quite some time in New Road close to the junction with the B1172 and
everyone seemed to be taking great care and certainly driving according to the
conditions.
Hethersett Herald
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Roadworks to Return
THE frustration that motorists feel about travelling along the B1172 is
likely to be heightened as roadworks return in the New Year.
The ongoing saga of work and traffic lights close to Colney Lane appears
to show no sign of ending, much to the frustration of our two South Norfolk Councillors David Bills and Leslie Dale.
David Bills told the Eastern Daily Press Newspaper that he could empathise with people’s frustrations and he felt the company, Cadent Gas,
should be more open about the roadworks.
He told the newspaper: “Utilities have a right to perform work on the highway. Norfolk County Council’s duty is to co-ordinate as best possible all
highway works to cause least impact on the network.
“Having said that, on behalf of motorists and residents, I have tried making contact by phone and email with the gas company to find out what it
is they are doing and why it is they keep returning. No meaningful response has been given. It is most frustrating for residents and drivers
alike.”
Leslie Dale echoed the comments and told the EDP:
“It would help our residents’ understanding to know what’s wrong with the
gas pipeline and what remains to be done and a timescale.”

The company said it had to repair a number of gas escapes from the section of gas main and has begun the process of replacing it.
Much of the frustration of local people has centred around the apparent
inactivity at the sites for large periods of time with traffic backing up and
causing considerable delays.
It now looks likely that the work will re-commence the first week of February.
Hethersett Herald
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Over Two Decades of Cheer
IT wouldn’t be Christmas without a house in Firs Road being lit up.
Over the past two decades, Tony and Maragaret Dunton have delighted old and young alike and also raised thousands of pounds
for local charities including Hethersett Surgery and the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
The couple started 23 years ago in 1994 and since then have festooned their bungalow in Firs Road with hundreds of festive lights not to mention crib scenes and Santa Claus figures. School children and residents have flocked to see the annual display.
Pictures on this and the following page are taken from this year’s
display.
Hethersett Herald

6

January 2018

Hethersett Herald

7

January 2018

Village Christmas
HETHERSETT Methodist Church was
packed for the 10th annual village charity Christmas event with numerous local
groups and charities represented.
There was Christmas musical entertainment from local youngsters and plenty of
refreshments on a mild December evening.
Groups taking part in this year’s event
included the East Anglia Children’s Hospice, Hethersett-based Respect Yourself
charity, Hethersett Dementia Support
Group, MacMillan Nurses, Hethersett
Guides and Brownies, the Big C Charity,
the British Heart Foundation, Hethersett
Jubilee Youth Club, The Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds, Hethersett
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Women’s Institute, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Hethersett Methodist Church and many
more. Our top photograph on the previous page shows Hethersett Parish Councillor Dr Anne Edwards at the Norfolk Wildlife Trust stall and a general view of
the main hall. Above Pippa Downes at the Hethersett Dementia Support Group
stall.
Letter To The Editor

From Leslie Dale and Jackie Baker - Organisers of the
Christmas Fair.

Many thanks for publicity of our event on the evening of Friday 1st December. Co-incidence or not, standing room was in short supply for about the
first hour, whilst the young people were performing in the Church, something quite unrivalled in the nine previous years We must thank the Council and supporters of Hethersett's Methodist Church in allowing the event
to take place, those who came to sing, including Woodside Infants School,
those who staffed the 18 charity sale tables and last and certainly not least,
the people of Hethersett who attended en masse. On previously gained
evidence we would suggest that a minimum of £1500 was acquired by the
various worthy causes and some simple mathematics suggests £15,000 or
more over the last ten years.
Hethersett Herald

9

January 2018

Picture Perfect
A floral display
to be proud of.
We are grateful
to Angela Eden
for sending us
the photographs on this
page taken at
Hethersett Jubilee Youth
Club before the
bad weather set
in.

Hethersett Herald

10

January 2018

Political Perspective
Peter Steward meets a Hethersett artist with a unique look at
life thousands of miles from our village
VIEWING the art
of Jo Jacobson
isn’t what you
would describe
as a comfortable
experience, but it
is a hugely rewarding one.
Spend an hour in
Jo’s company
and you get an
insight into a
world that is a
mix of African
history, dreams
and nightmares,
almost in equal
measure.
tended the funeral of
Pope John Paul at the
Vatican as a Head of
State in 2005. That made
me angry. Then there
were all the paedophilia
allegations against the
Now portraits, still life and
Catholic Church, the sale
sunny African skies have
of children to American
For Jo has for some time given way to a certain
families and the refusal of
entered into what she de- feeling of angst and a
Nuns to allow birth parwish to express her hascribes as “her political
ents access to details of
phase.” That has meant a tred of racism, and corpotheir children as depicted
rate greed as Jo exconsiderable change in
in the film Philomena,”
the way she approaches plained:
she said.
her art.
“My work became political
The result was a series of
from the day Mugabe atHer African upbringing
Jo’s work has suddenly
taken on a great significance thanks to the political upheaval well over
7,000 miles away in her
native Zimbabwe that saw
the overthrow of Robert
Mugabe.

has always loomed large
in her work but previously
it took the shape of
dreamscapes and memories with generally happy
themes.
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paintings which could be
termed “grotesques” and
which were based on the
political situation in her
homeland, many featuring Robert Mugabe.
“I was angry that Mugabe
was allowed into the Vatican as a Head of State
and angry about the way
he had treated his own
people and how poor so
many people are. Zimbabwian people of all colours have suffered so
much from what he has
done to such a wonderful
country.”
Jo started researching
her country’s history: “I
started reading and researching and what I
found affected me considerably and my old
style of painting became
a thing of the past,” she
added.
Jo works on a mammoth
scale (her largest work is
2 ½ by 1 ½ metres) with
her paintings full of African symbolism and mythology featuring owls,
chameleons, weaver
birds, worthless Zimbabwean dollars, snakes,
scavengers and crocodiles.
Some of the paintings
take over a year to complete, such is their complexity and Jo continues

to experiment with a
number of mediums including her current love
of working with baked
mud and eggs tempura.

many of the same team
as well as the Army supporting. Only time will tell
whether there is real
change but a leopard
never changes its spots
As for her views on the
and this man has been by
current situation in ZimMugabe's side until a
babwe, Jo is certainly
short while ago. His backglad that Robert Mugabe
ing or instigation of atrocihas gone but she reties goes right back to the
mains unconvinced by his
1980s when more than
successor:
20,000 Ndebele tribe
“Emmerson Mnangagwa which made up the opposition were slaughtered.
is from the same mould
as Mugabe and has
As we have already men-
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tioned, Jo’s previous work
was very different, featuring the bright skies and
open spaces of the African plains that were her
inspiration and were featured in many of her
acrylic paintings in a style
she describes as
“contemporary” and
borne out of her experiences and feelings.
Jo took up painting seriously relatively late in life
after attending a number
of courses run by renowned artist Nicola Slattery. Jo was struck by her
style and originality.
“I found that I enjoyed
working with like-minded
people and I suddenly
realised how much I enjoyed telling stories
through my art,” she said.
Jo began to paint under
her maiden name as a
tribute to her parents who
encouraged her artistic
nature. Her initial works
featured episodes and
acquaintances from her
own life with others coming from national events
that have touched her
such as the heart-rending
murders of Victoria
Climbie and Damilola
Taylor
Jo’s parents came from
Manchester and Glasgow
and moved to Zimbabwe
Hethersett Herald
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Jo’s work in her own words.
“They include fragmented memories of my formative years
using metaphors and symbolism, African mythology and narrative, stylised figures and colours often inspired by medieval
iconography. There is also the perceived rituals of two cultures I was not included in but grew up alongside - the African
culture and Christianity.
“Inside my home was British, influenced by my mother’s love
of everything Japanese and in particular Japanese stamps
and Judaism. Outside was a culture I accepted as part and
parcel of my young life but didn't get involved in other than to
play with the children of our servants or to hear their music
and see some of their ritualistic performances from a distance.

“My work seems very foreign to most observers until they understand it. This is particularly the case if they have never
been to Africa.
to seek out a new life on
a tobacco farm. After
leaving school, Jo spent
over three years hitching
around Europe, including
a year in the United
Kingdom before returning to Zimbabwe where
she was a tour guide at
the Victoria Falls.

worked in the import/
export business. Meanwhile husband Rob studied towards his chartered
accountant exams despite being in the territorial army where he was
expected to spend six
weeks in the army and
six weeks working as an
articled clerk with a firm
She moved to Salisbury
in Salisbury. Eventually
(now Harare) where she
they emigrated to South
and her husband Rob
Africa for five years and
were married and, for the
then to Botswana for 10
next 10 years, she
years after which the
Hethersett Herald
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Coles decided to make a
life-changing move to
England with their two
young children.
So they travelled to the
Manchester area and
lived at Southport where
they had relatives.
In November 1997, Rob
landed a job with Norwich Union and they
moved to Hethersett.
Now Jo is coming to the
end of a degree course
in fine arts at the Norwich
January 2018

University of the Arts.
The photographs in this article show how Jo’s art has
changed over the past few years and become much more
political in nature. A good example of this is the coffin and
skeleton in the picture opposite which features the head
of Mugabe- The words in the top right hand corner are
“The absolute African Hero.”
Below is one of Jo’s “kinder” pictures. Similarly on the
next page we have a new painting on the 2018 presidential elections followed by two of the artist’s earlier offerings
featuring Damilola Taylor on the left and Victoria Climbié the subjects of two murders that affected Jo greatly.
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The diversity of Jo’s work is shown on page 17 with her African
heritage coming out strongly in portraiture, animals, still life and
more abstract work.
Hethersett Herald
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Anatomy of a Work - Chinese Takeaway

Chinese Takeaway surrounds the corporate greed of the Chinese
as they move into Africa to strip it of its mineral wealth. As well as
Chinese characters at the top of the work, the painting also features Grace Mugabe, Emmerson Mnangagwa who is depicted as
a crocodile, a witch doctor, snakes and a variety of scavengers.

Anatomy of a Work - The Last Supper
The Last Supper depicts the worthlessness of the Zimbabwean dollar with two
million dollars being paid for half a chicken in what represents the last supper for
the two characters depicted.
It is a work that shows the desperation
and struggle of everyday life in Zimbabwe.
Hethersett Herald
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What’s In A
Name?
Hethersett resident Viv Maddams found some
surprises when she researched the family history of her father Laurie who also lives in the village. Here she explains how her father came
home to Norfolk.
MY father, Laurent Matthew Brettingham was
born in Barking, Essex on 6th July 1930. He
was the fifth of six children born to John Robert Brettingham (1888 – 1969) and Adelaide
Alice Palmer (1887 -1973).
His oldest brother John Walter (1918-1974)
told him that he dreaded the man with the black bag (the doctor) arriving, as it
meant the family would have another mouth to feed!
All John and Adelaide’s children had been given two Christian names. When it
came to naming their fifth child, John and Adelaide were running out of options!
Laurent was named after his grandfather Laurent Richard Freston Brettingham
(1868-1920), who himself had been named after his French grandfather Laurent
Richard Mazet (1821-1870). The doctor who delivered Laurent said that he
knew the name Brettingham because there was a Norwich architect named Matthew Brettingham, hence that became Laurent’s second name!
Unbeknown to the family, Matthew Brettingham (1699-1769) was in fact Laurent’s 5x great grandfather. Matthew was born in Norwich to Lancelot Brettingham (1664-1727) and Elizabeth Hillwell (1674-1729). He has an extensive portfolio of buildings attributed to him, all over the country, including London and
Norfolk. Matthew is buried beneath the altar in St Augustine’s Church, Norwich.
There is a marble monument to his memory. Matthew’s direct line can be traced
back to 1605 in Norwich, and to North Norfolk before that.
Laurent worked in Central London, where he met his wife Daphne Christine
Thrower (1931-2016) on New Year’s Eve in 1952. Daphne hailed from Rockland
St Mary in Norfolk. They married in 1954; Laurent was a frequent visitor to Norfolk since the 50’s, moving up permanently 15 years ago.
Laurent and myself, his eldest daughter, started researching his mother Adelaide’s roots, only to find that her family had moved to East London from Suffolk
in the early eighteenth century.
Hethersett Herald
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So Laurent has returned to his East
Anglian Roots!

Who Was Matthew
Brettingham?
MATTHEW Brettingham rose from
humble beginnings to supervise the
construction of Holkham Hall. He became one of the top architects of his
generation. Much of his work, particularly in London, has been demolished
but he also remodelled numerous
town houses in East Anglia.
Brettingham was born in 1699, the
second son of Launcelot Brettingham
(1664–1727), a bricklayer and stonemason from Norwich. He married
Martha Bunn (1697–1783) in St. Augustine's Church, Norwich, on 17th
May, 1721, and they had nine children
His early life is little documented, and one of the earliest recorded references to
him is in 1719, when he and his elder brother Robert were admitted to the city
of Norwich as freemen bricklayers. A critic of Brettingham's at this time claimed
that his work was so poor that it was not worth the nine shillings a week (£66 in
2017) he was paid as a craftsman bricklayer. Nevertheless he soon advanced
himself and became a building contractor.
Brettingham went on to oversee many projects including the remodelling of Norwich Shirehouse, the construction of Lenwade Bridge, repairs to Norwich Castle
and Norwich Cathedral and the rebuilding of much of St. Margaret's Church in
King's Lynn.
Brettingham was appointed Clerk of Works for the building of Holkham Hall. In
effect he was the man responsible for interpreting the architects’ plans to the
Hethersett Herald
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requirements of the Earl of Leicester, Thomas Coke”
Brettingham was commissioned in 1742 to redesign Langley Hall, a mansion
standing in its own parkland near Loddon in South Norfolk. His designs then included Euston Hall, Hanworth Hall and Gunton Hall.
Brettingham’s fame began to grow and his commissions included buildings in
Goodwood in Sussex and Marble Hall in Twickenham. The pinnacle of his career
was probably designing York House in Pall Mall, London, for the Duke of York in
the 1760s. He also designed many other town houses in the capital.
Brettingham died in 1769 at his house outside St. Augustine's Gate, Norwich,
and was buried in the aisle of the parish church. His eldest son, generally known
as Matthew Brettingham the Younger (1725–1803), was also an architect who,
like his father, also worked in the Palladian style, although real fame seemed to
allude him as he preferred to live from existing incomes outside the field of architecture.
Our photograph on this page shows Laurie Brettingham with the image of Matthew Brettingham the Elder.
Hethersett Herald
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Welcoming In The New
_____________________________________________________

Pauline Cubitt, a member of Hethersett Writers’ Group looks at
the history and the meaning of Hogmanay.
___________________________________________________________
Hogmanay, the Scots still celebrate this cember with their wild parties. Those
festival with great glee, but what does it parties began to incorporate elements
mean and what’s it all about?
from the Gaelic Samhain winter festival
which celebrates the beginning of winYou would think being a fourth generater and Yule, whose celebrations were
tion Scot on my father’s side and growknown as “daft days” in Scotland. As
ing up with a surname like Kirk I might
with many annual celebrations, the way
at the very least know something. Oh
we now celebrate is probably a mix of
how wrong can you be? I have spent
various influences.
many years celebrating Hogmanay, or
as we say in England New Year’s Eve, I can’t remember many Hogmanays as
but are they the same or are they com- a child but I remember the opening of
pletely different?
both the back and front doors and
something about coal. This was started
Up until 1958, thanks to the Protestant
as the Scots’ most popular tradition of
Reformation, the Scots had not been
“First Footing”, when the first person to
allowed to celebrate Christmas for 400
enter the house after midnight on New
years so, while the rest of the world
Year’s Eve, usually a tall dark man,
were celebrating at this particular time,
brought gifts such as food or coal. It is
they were still working and they got
reputed that this would affect the
together with their families at Hogmahousehold’s fortunes for the coming
nay instead.
year, for the better I hope.
Hogmanay is still very big in Scotland,
Since my husband and I married we
it’s the biggest day in their festive calhave had many successful New Year’s
endar, a celebration that makes ChristEve parties, one of the best ones being
mas Day look small. Some say it’s a
when our friends and neighbours lined
corruption of the Greek words for “holy
up in one big circle spreading from our
month” or maybe it’s of French origin
big lounge out into our long hallway
but the celebration goes back centuwith arms crossed and singing Auld
ries.
Lang Syne.
Others say that Hogmanay’s origins
Singing Auld Lang Syne, where does
come from the Viking Norse invaders,
that come from? The phrase Auld Lang
who celebrated the winter solstice, the
Syne means “old long ago” which can
st
shortest day of the year on the 21 Debe translated as “days gone by” or
Hethersett Herald

22

January 2018

“back in the day”. The song looks back
on happy days from the past, separation and then coming together again. It
was written down by Robert Burns, but
the lyrics were not his own. He was
inspired by fragments of traditional
songs from the past. He sent the lyrics
to the Scots Musical Museum, admitting he was not the wordsmith responsible.
He said that he wrote the words down
on a piece of paper after having them

dictated by an old man. Before then the
ancient song had been passed on by
word of mouth. In fact, a version of the
song existed 77 years before Burns
wrote it down. The melody that accompanies the lyrics didn’t appear until after Burns died.
All I can say is, it’s lasted a long time
and I would like to wish everyone A
Very Merry Christmas and Happy and
Prosperous New Year.

Educational Help
HAVE you lived in Hethersett for the past five years and are between 18
and 25?
Are you in need of financial help for further education?
If the answer is yes to both these questions, the Caroline Lindley Educational Foundation can possibly help financially towards your educational
needs.
Full details of how to claim and application forms can be obtained by contacting Geoff Brownsey on 01603 811624.

The Things They Say
“Tempus Fugit - Time Flies - is a grand, old, proverb. When we are children,
summers seem to be never ending, and Christmas Day will never arrive. As
adults, it seems that we blink and another year has gone. Years that are full of
ups and downs. Memories to treasure, and sadnesses to change our lives in
ways we couldn’t have possibly imagined “- Rector of Hethersett the Rev Derek
McClean writing in the December edition of the village Good News magazine.

Hethersett Herald
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Countryside Wander
With Associate Editor Gary Wyatt

Yare Valley walk
This month we venture out of Hethersett for a stroll in the Yare Valley.
Distance: about 5 km or 3.5 miles. Underfoot: in winter, the riverside
path can be muddy but there is a boardwalk over the wettest section; walking
boots are recommended. Starting point: Waitrose Eaton car park, or small
Yare Valley car park on opposite side of the road. Alternatively, take bus 14
or 15 from Hethersett to Newmarket Road (first stop near the junction with
Unthank Road) and then walk down into Eaton past the Cellar House pub.
The off-road paths are not public footpaths but free access is allowed by the
University and County Council. Abbreviations: R/RH right/right-hand; L/LH
left/left-hand. Map: Map adapted from Streetmap EU Ltd 1997-2016 with
grateful thanks. Disclaimer: the publishers of the Hethersett Herald cannot be
held responsible for your safety or well-being when using this route.
i) Turn left along the pavement from the Waitrose car park or right from the
other car park, crossing the footbridge over the river.
ii) After crossing Intwood Road, look for a safe place to cross the main road
to reach the pavement by the high stone wall. Continue and turn right into
Colney Lane.
iii) Continue along this 'No Through Road' until you reach the car parking area at the far end. Turn right through a small gate in the hedge.
iv) Take the clear path diagonally left downhill through the trees until you
reach the river bridge and University Broad at the bottom. Cross the bridge
and go left around the broad.
v) You will soon see the Sainsbury Centre on the slope above. If you wish,
climb up to the main entrance on the far side. Here there is a free exhibition,
as well as special exhibitions, cafe and toilets (the centre is closed on Mondays).
vi) If you have visited the centre, retrace your steps from the entrance for a
short distance and then go diagonally left down the grassland to return to
edge of the broad. Continue around the broad in a clockwise direction.
vii) Pass through a gate and turn right on the track to reach a boardwalk
around the end of the broad. Follow the boardwalk when it turns sharp left by
Hethersett Herald
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the Yare Valley signboard.
viii) Walk along the riverside path, eventually passing under the modern A11
bridge. Continue straight ahead to the old bridge, then turn left to return to the
car parks.

Appeal Over Dog Mess
THE seemingly never ending problem of dog mess in the village has come to
the fore again with an appeal from one of the village’s district councillors.
Leslie Dale who, along with David Bills, represents Hethersett on South Norfolk
Council took to social media with the following appeal:
“It was so disappointing to walk along Henstead Road this afternoon (November
26th) between Great Melton Road and Lynch Green and find regular evidence
of dog mess and a large pile near the Church Hall. If anyone has seen this in
progress do let South Norfolk Councillors know,” Mr Dale said.

Mobile Plea
HETHERSETT’S county and district
councillor David Bills is appealing for
information on mobile phone blackspots in the village and surrounding
area:

Hethersett Village
Screen
SOME top class entertainment has
been announced for the next five
months of Hethersett Village Screen.

“There is currently an analysis of digital phone reception around the county
and we know that there are local areas where the signal is not as good as
it should be. I am keen to find out
where these areas are so that we can
work with service providers to improve
matters,” he said.

Top rated films featuring subjects as
diverse as the second world war,
Queen Victoria, murders in Victorian
London, a drama connecting Hollywood and Liverpool and a strange
tale of a match between two tennis
stars - one male and one female have all been lined-up for Hethersett
Village Hall.

Councillor Bills can be contacted via
email at david.bills@norfolk.gov.uk

Full details on the next page.
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Hethersett Village Screen
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HETHERSETT MATTERS
Working with Norfolk Trading Standards and other organisations to make
you aware of some of the latest scams to avoid.
Trading Standards are fighting to stop dementia sufferers from being subjected
to nuisance telephone calls.
The National Trading Standards scam team has secured government funding to
provide a limited number of free call blockers to protect those in the most vulnerable circumstances from nuisance and scam calls.
If you know someone who could be eligible please make an initial application
online at www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/callblocker
*

*

*

*

*

Norfolk Trading Standards are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving reports of doorstep cold callers offering garden clearance work.
The cold callers appear to be targeting elderly and vulnerable residents and then
charging excessive fees for substandard work.
Trading Standards advises never deal with cold callers looking to undertake
work on or around your property.
If you are looking to have this type of work done only deal with reputable companies you have researched and chosen yourself and from whom you have obtained a written quotation
Anyone concerned about possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk can contact
Trading Standards through our partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline
via their online reporting form or by telephone on 03454 04 05 06.
Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a Norfolk Trusted Trader. To search the
directory and read feedback from their customers visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/
trustedtrader
*

*

*

*

Norfolk Trading Standards are warning residents about telephone cold calls
claiming that ‘you have paid too much council tax’.
This follows a report from a Norfolk resident regarding a call during which the
cold caller stated the resident had ‘paid too much council tax’ and the caller
could ‘arrange for a rebate to be paid’. The cold caller then attempted to gather
personal and financial details from the call recipient.
Trading Standards advises always be very wary of any approach made in a teleHethersett Herald
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HETHERSETT MATTERS
phone cold call and never give or confirm any personal or financial details if approached in this manner.
If you require information about your Council Tax, your property’s Council Tax
banding or potential discounts you are entitled to speak with your local council,
you can find their details on the Gov.UK website.
If you need advice about telephone cold calling or have given personal or financial details during a cold call contact us via our partners the Citizens Advice
consumer helpline on their online reporting form or by telephone to 03454 04 05
06.
*

*

*

*

Norfolk Trading Standards are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving reports of telephone cold calls claiming to be offering ‘free boilers’.
In one incident a resident received a cold call stating they could offer a ‘free
boiler’ if the resident was in receipt of ‘certain benefits’. The cold caller then attempted to gain personal and financial information to ‘check eligibility for the
scheme’.
Previously these types of cold calls have also attempted to arrange for a home
visit as part of the ‘application’.
Trading Standards always advises to be very wary of claims made during a telephone cold call and never agree to a service or for home visits if approached in
this manner.
If you receive one of these calls do not give or confirm any personal or financial
information. Hang up and report it to us via our partners the Citizens Advice
consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06.
*

*

*

*

Norfolk Trading Standards are warning residents about telephone cold calls
claiming to be from ‘CAB’ and ‘Citizens Advice’ asking if you have debts.
This follows reports from Norfolk residents who have received calls.
Please remember Citizens Advice do not cold call regarding debt issues. If you
receive one of these calls do not give or confirm any personal or financial information. Hang up and report it to us via our partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06.
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Council/Government Contact Numbers
Below are the contact details for people you may want to get in touch with on
village matters:
Member of Parliament
Our MP is Richard Bacon who can be contacted through the following:
Email - Richard@richardbacon.org.uk.
Address: Grasmere, Denmark Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4LE.
Telephone: 01379 642097
Web site: www.richardbacon.org.uk
Facebook - Bacon4SouthNorfolk
Twitter - @Bacon4SNorfolk
Norfolk County Council
Our Norfolk County Council representative is David Bills who can be contacted
on 01603 813041.
South Norfolk Council
Our South Norfolk Council representatives are Leslie Dale and David Bills.
Leslie can be contacted on 01603 810952. David can be contacted on 01603
813041.
Hethersett Parish Council
Clerk to the council Ian Weetman can be contacted on 01603 810915. Parish
council chairman Jackie Sutton can be contacted on 01603 811170.
The Parish Council usually meets on the third Monday of each month at the Village Hall. The planning committee meets on the first and third Monday
(depending on planning applications).
Agendas of meetings are displayed on village noticeboards at Churchfields,
Hethersett Library, Hethersett Post Office, the Memorial Playing Field, and Hethersett Village Hall. Copies of minutes are held at the library or are available from
the clerk. The parish council office is open at the Village Hall (upstairs) on Monday and Thursday mornings between 10am and 12noon
Email: hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk
Website – hethersettpc.info
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News From The Village

FORMER Village Archivist and stalwart Bill Reekie has said farewell to Hethersett after moving to Suffolk.
Bill, who is now in his nineties, and wife Daphne have left Hethersett after giving
many years of sterling service to the village.
Bill looked after the heritage of the village for over 20 year as village archivist
and was the first resident to take on the role of collecting and caring for Hethersett’s historic documents back in 1994. He helped to build up a collection of
over 5,000 photos, press cuttings and original documents going back to the
18th century. Bill retired from the role in 2014 when he handed over responsibility
for the archives to village environmentalist Gary Wyatt.
At the time of Bill’s retirement, the then chairman of Hethersett Parish Council
Fred Watkins paid tribute to him: Fred, Bill and Gary are photographed above
during the handover.
“Bill has helped to ensure that through the archives we have a social history of
the village and a marvellous reference source and something that can be develHethersett Herald
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oped and added to. Bill can
be very proud of what he
has achieved as very few, if
any, Norfolk villages have
anything comparable,” Mr Watkins said at the time.

From the Archives

The original idea of setting up an archive for the village came from Hethersett
Parish Council which was looking for a way of marking the national centenary of
parish councils:
“We were short of information and documents on Hethersett and suggested the
setting up of an archive and Bill applied for the voluntary post of village archivist,”
Mr Watkins said.

“I had just completed a history degree and it seemed the logical way to put it into
practice,” said Bill who is a retired dental surgeon. As the collection began to
build following appeals and by word of mouth, Bill obtained a lottery grant to
have the collection professionally catalogued and a web site set-up.
Today much of the collection, which is currently kept in Hethersett Village Hall,
comprises copies of documents, the originals now being kept in Norwich. Bound
copies of the Hethersett Parish News going back to the 1890s are still kept in the
village, however.
Bill rates a parchment from the 1700s showing that the Queen’s Head Public
House was at the time owned by the parish as the most interesting item in the
archive.

Parish Council Dates
HETHERSETT Parish Council meets monthly, apart from August, in Hethersett
Village Hall. Full council meetings begin at 7.30 pm and are preceded by meetings of the council’s planning committee which start at 7 pm. The planning committee also meets on other dates throughout the year.

Meeting dates for 2018 are as follows: Full Meetings - January 22nd, February
19th, March 19th, April 16th, May 14th, June 18th, July 16th, September 17th,
October 15th, November 19th, December 17th. Planning Committee meetings
will take place on the above dates and also on: January 8th, February 5th,
March 5th, April 2nd, April 30th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd,
October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd.
The village’s annual parish meeting will take place in Hethersett Village Hall on
Wednesday, May 2nd.
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Try Our Fun Christmas Quiz
Tired of turkey, fed-up with Christmas pudding, then why not have a go at the
two special Christmas quizzes put together by associate editor Roger Morgan.
Roger regularly helps to raise thousands of pounds for local groups and charities
by setting quizzes in the village along with Mike Anderson. Turn to page 38 for
the answers.
Identify these capital cities from the cryptic clues.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Ringer not finished rating.
Arrange a relaxing break, by the sound of it.
Confused animal.
Knight goes back after father.
Barrier built by pet rodent, mostly.
Change gear up.
A food shop has just opened, I hear.
A pub of many stories.
Hasten to change place.
Confer a knighthood with nothing in return.
Resign with love.
A seat with myself in it.
In central USA, Kansas hides a city.
Stumble upon strange type of lubricant.
Atmosphere in a small county.
Mixed up toilets.
Sort the post.
Just one boot.
Former queen.
Sounds like our spiritual part.

The initial letters of the answers to these questions spell out the phrase “Happy
Christmas”
H - What is the capital of Bermuda?
A - Which metal has the chemical symbol Sb?
P - What country did the Romans call Lusitania?
P - Which American city is named after a British prime minister?
Y - Which two Chinese rivers are in the top 10 of the world’s longest rivers?
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C - Who wrote the novel “Jurassic Park” on which the Steven Spielberg film of
the same name was based?
H - What does Patrick McGoohan find at the end of The Prisoner when he unmasks No1?
R - In which 1988 film does Dustin Hoffman play the character Raymond Babbit?
I - What does the letter I in IPA beer stand for?
S - What is Patsy’s surname in the TV show Absolutely Fabulous?
T - Which sporting event did Irishman Stephen Roche win in 1987?
M - Tobermory is the only town on which Scottish island?
A - What is minus 273.15 degrees Celcius better known as?
S - Devil’s apron and purple laver are types of what?
________________________________________________________________

County Councillor Turns Down Increase
Hethersett’s County Councillor has made his views public on the controversial
subject of increased expenses.
David Bills informed the December meeting of Hethersett Parish Council that,
whilst voting for an increase, he would not be accepting one himself:
“The subject of increased expenses for county councillors has caused quite a
stir. I agreed to vote in favour of the proposed increases providing each individual councillor was allowed to determine whether they should take it or not. I will
not be taking the increase.
“I didn’t go into it to make a profit and I am very happy as long as I do not lose
money,” Councillor Bills said.
Norfolk county councillors voted, by 39 votes to 26, with two abstentions, to increase the basic allowance from £9,401 to £10,500 a year - despite an independent panel recommending it should stay at the current level.
Mr Bills also informed the parish council meeting that he has money available
for highway initiatives:
“As part of my highways’ role at the county council, I have £6,000 available for
the six parishes that I represent. This can be used for a variety of highways’
matters,” he said.
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News and Offers From Park Farm
PARK Farm Hotel has a number of festive offers which we are happy to feature.
The Hotel is a big supporter of Hethersett community, this publication and various sports teams.
Gift vouchers are available from https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/shop/
Festive offers
Twixmas Break - Nothing to pay until you stay

It's beginning to look a lot like Twixmas. Recharge your batteries before and after the festive celebrations at Park Farm Hotel with award-winning dining. Your
break includes a three course gourmet dinner from our Menu Du Jour, use of the
superb leisure facilities and of course full English breakfast. More information is
available at: https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/special-offers/twixmas-break/
Winter Kiss
This Winter sample all of the luxuries Park Farm Hotel has to offer with our Winter Kiss hotel package. Enjoy a Winter Kiss Cocktail on arrival. At your chosen
time, head on to our restaurant to enjoy your fine dining experience. Full English
breakfast each morning will have you perfectly prepared for the day ahead. The
relaxing atmosphere of our spa and leisure facilities are here for you to soak up
throughout your break. https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/special-offers/winterkiss/
Ongoing offer
Suite Sundays https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/special-offers/suite-sundays/
20% off all our Suites on select dates until 23rd December 2018. Experience all
the luxury for a fraction of the usual cost
General items
Video tours of all Suites now live https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/about-us/
news/video-tours-of-all-our-suites-are-now-ready/
Afternoon Tea with Spa and Leisure Access. Details at https://www.parkfarmhotel.co.uk/spa-and-leisure/afternoon-tea-with-spa-and-leisure-access/
Rebranded and refurbished The Seasons Restaurant is now available to book
online https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/dining/restaurant/
Rebranded and refurbished Helene's Lounge Bar is now available to book
online https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk/dining/lounge-bar/
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Hethersett Herald
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically in the first week
of each month via the Hethersett Village web site at
www.hethersett.org.uk
Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publication providing news, views and information about Hethersett. It
has no affiliation to any specific group, organisation or political
party.
Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These
can be e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net.
Everyone who works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so
on a voluntary and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from anyone who would like to help us increase and improve our coverage
of village life. Views expressed are those of the individual authors.
Herald Team
Editor - Peter Steward
Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Gary Wyatt.
Proof Reader - Patricia Mills
Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this edition of Hethersett Herald. If you have enjoyed reading this e-magazine please
pass on details to friends and relatives so that we can increase
our readership.
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Hethersett Herald What’s On
The following are just some of the events taking place in Hethersett
in December and further ahead. If you have an event you would like
to see featured in Hethersett Herald, please send details of the
event, its date, time and venue to the following email address:
petersteward@lineone.net
December 19th - Hethersett Dementia Group café at Hethersett Methodist Church Hall, 10am to midday.
December 19th - Heart of Hethersett Group for those suffering bereavement or from anxiety and depression. Woodcote Sheltered Housing Complex, 5.30pm.
2018
January 2nd - Heart of Hethersett Group for those suffering bereavement or from anxiety and depression. Woodcote Sheltered Housing
Complex, 5.30pm

January 3rd - The RiNG - P. Fullerlove talking about the work of the Norfolk Search and Rescue unit. 2-4 pm Hethersett Village Hall.
January 16th - Hethersett Dementia Group café at Hethersett Methodist
Church Hall, 10am to midday.
January 16th - Heart of Hethersett Group for those suffering bereavement or from anxiety and depression. Woodcote Sheltered Housing
Complex, 5.30pm
January 17th - Hethersett and District Horticultural Society. Kathy
Gray on the flora of Morocco. Methodist Church Hall, 7.30 pm
January 19th - Quiz night in Hethersett Old Hall School Barn, 7 pm.
January 20th-27th - Village Pantomime Robinson Crusoe.
January 29th - Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club - Another Fine
Mess with Brenda Tubb. Hethersett Village Hall, 7.30 pm.
January 30th - Heart of Hethersett Group for those suffering bereavement or from anxiety and depression. Woodcote Sheltered Housing Complex, 5.30pm.
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Pilates Class
Adult Fitness Pilates classes start in Hethersett Village Hall on Friday, 5th January, from. 2.15pm to 3pm. £30 for a six week course. Please contact Victoria
Chubb for more info: torijane@googlemail.com

Quiz Night
A quiz night is being held in Old Hall School Barn on Friday, January 19th, in aid
of the porch repair fund in St Remigius Parish Church.
The event, which starts at 7 pm, will include a home cooked meal. Tables of
eight can be booked through Vic Redington on 01603 811136. Tickets are £9.

Sports Association Meeting
The next meeting of Hethersett and the Meltons Sports Association will take
place at Park Farm Hotel on January 10th at 7.30 pm. This will be the group’s
annual general meeting and there will be a discussion about the future of sport
in Hethersett.
The meeting is open to anyone involved in or interested in sport, health and well
being who either lives or works in Hethersett, Little Melton or Great Melton.

QUIZ ANSWERS
Answers to our Christmas quizzes featured on pages 33 and 34.

Capital Cities
1 Belgrade. 2 Bucharest. 3 Manila. 4 Dublin. 5 Amsterdam 6 Prague. 7 New
Delhi. 8 Tallinn. 9 Athens. 10 Dublin. 11 Quito. 12 Sofia. 13 Lusaka. 14 Tripoli.
15 Cairo. 16 Oslo. 17 Lima. 18 Wellington. 19 Victoria. 20 Seoul.

Happy Christmas
1 Hamilton. 2 Antimony. 3 Portugal. 4 Pittsburgh. 5 Yellow and Yangtze. 6 Michael Crichton. 7 Himself. 8 Rainman. 9 India. 10 Stone. 11 Tour de France. 12
Mull. 13 Absolute zero. 14 Seaweed.
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Christmas Church Services
ONCE again this year Hethersett and District Churches Together will be
producing a Christmas card which will be distributed to homes throughout the village.
As well as sending the season’s greetings, the cards will also list church
contact details and services in Hethersett, Little Melton and Great Melton
over Christmas.

Christmas services include the following:
Christmas Eve
10.00

Morning worship in Methodist Church.

10.30

United Benefice Communion in Little Melton Church.

15.30

Crib Service in Little Melton Church.

16.00

Christingle service in Methodist Church.

16.00

Crib service in St Remigius.

18.30

Carols with communion in Great Melton Church.

23.15

Midnight communion in Methodist Church.

23.30

Midnight communion in St Remigius Church.

Christmas Day
09.30

All age communion in St Remigius.

09.30

All age family communion in Little Melton Church.

10.30

Christmas Day Praise in the Methodist Church.

New Year’s Eve
10.00

Morning worship in the Methodist Church.

10.30

United Benefice Communion in Great Melton Church.

21.00

Social Evening and Watchnight Service in the Methodist
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Panto Tickets Selling Fast
THE 2018 Hethersett village pantomime is a great success even before it
starts.
Tickets for Robinson Crusoe have virtually sold out with only a handful of
single seats remaining. It will be the first time Hethersett Pantomime Group
has performed this particular pantomime in its 49-year history.
The pantomime will run from January 20th to 27th and once again there
will be a matinee on the Sunday, but no performance on the Monday. There
will be matinees on Saturday 20th, Sunday 21st and Saturday 27th at 2pm
and evening performances on the 20th, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th at
7.30pm.
Tickets are £7 for all performances and include a programme and refreshments. The remaining tickets are available by phoning 01603 811337 or by
e-mailing hethersettpantotickets@gmail.com.
Names are being taken for a reserve list for any ticket returns.

Pop In Sessions to End
HETHERSETT Parish Council is to discontinue its monthly pop in sessions in Hethersett Library after a disappointing response.
The sessions which have taken place on the first Monday of each month
were set-up at the beginning of 2016 to give residents the chance to
raise matters of concern or make comments on village matters.
“The idea hasn’t been a great success and there seems to have been
little interest in the idea,” said parish council chairman Jackie Sutton.
The council decided unanimously to discontinue the parish pop ins, but
to ensure that contact numbers are clearly displayed in the library.
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News From the Parish Council
HETHERSETT Parish
Council said a special
pre-Christmas thank you
to former chairman Fred
Watkins at its final meeting of 2017.
Fred is retiring from a
number of village organisations and parish council chairman Jackie Sutton thanked him for his
contribution to the village
over man years:
“It is only right that we recognise Fred’s outstanding contribution to our
village over the past 30 years. Fred has been chairman or secretary of a
number of groups who will certainly miss you and we wish there were
more of you,” she said before presenting him with gifts including a bouquet for his wife Hilary.
Fred said the 30 years had flown by: “Back in 1987 we didn’t have the
village hall and met in the Methodist Church Hall. I have seen the village
expand with the Steepletower development.

“I sometimes think why did I do all this but it does stop you getting
bored and stops you growing old, but I won’t be getting bored as there
are so many things I want to do,” Fred joked.
“I would like to wish all members of the council a successful tenure however long they stay, whether it’s a few years or a lifetime,” he added.
Our photograph at the top of the page shows parish council chairman Jacky Sutton with Fred Watkins.
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January in Hethersett Library
with Rebecca Warner
Monday 1st
Wednesday 3rd
Monday 8th

Wednesday 10th
Monday 15th
Wednesday 17th
Monday 22nd

Wednesday 24th
Friday 26th
Monday 29th
Tuesday 30th
Wednesday 31st

Library Closed
1030 - Colour Yourself Calm
1400 – Library Book Group meets
1415 – Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers
0930 – Walk and Talk walking group
1030 – Just a Cuppa coffee morning
1400 – Craft Group
1400 – Parish Pop In
1030 – Colour Yourself Calm colouring group
1415 – Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers
0930 – Walk & Talk walking group departs from library
1030 – Just a Cuppa coffee morning
1400 – Craft Group
1030 – Colour Yourself Calm colouring group
1415 – Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers
0930 – Walk and Talk walking group
1030 – Just a Cuppa coffee morning
1400 – Craft Group
1030 – Colour Yourself Calm colouring group
1415 – Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers
1530 – Crafter school £1 per child/50p for siblings
0930 – Walk and Talk walking group
1030 – Just a Cuppa coffee morning
1400 – Craft Group
1900 – Librarian Theatre – Alice in the Cuckoo’s Nest
1030 – Colour Yourself Calm colouring group
1415 – Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers

Tickets for the Librarian Theatre are available from the Library
Like and follow us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/HethersettLibrary
Photocopying now available in the library – 10p per black & white sheet, 50p for
colour.
Hethersett Library
Queens Road, Hethersett
www.library.norfolk.gov.uk
Email: libraries@norfolk.gov.uk
Tel: 01603 810188
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Information on library groups
Colour Me Calm
Come and join our established group. Templates and pens provided. Refreshments available
Knit and Natter
Come and join our lively knitters and Natterers. Learn how to knit or crochet,
bring a project or just natter. The event on the first Monday of the month is held
at another venue
Library Book Club
A relaxed and informal book group held in the library on the first Monday of the
month except on bank holidays.
Walk and Talk
A gentle stroll around Hethersett with refreshments afterwards in the library. Departs the library at 9.30am. every Monday except bank holidays.
Hethersett Library Opening Hours: The library is staffed on the following days
and times:
Monday: 10am-1pm and 2-5pm.
Wednesday: 10am-1pm and 2-5pm.
Thursday: 2-7pm.
Friday: 10am-1pm and 2-5pm.
Saturday: 8am-2pm.
During times when the library is available but not staffed, you can access the
building using the Open Libraries system, as long as you are registered. This
gives you self-service access to library materials, public computers and quiet,
creative spaces even while the building is unstaffed. Please contact the library
for more information. Access under the open libraries system is available at the
following times.
Monday: 8am-5pm
Wednesday: 8am-5pm
Thursday: 8am-7pm
Friday: 8am-5pm
Saturday: 8am-2pm
Tuesday and Sunday: CLOSED
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Christmas Information and Opening Times
Christmas Bin Collections
There will be a number of changes to bin collections over the Christmas period.
There will be no garden waste collections from 25th December to 5th January
and collections on the week commencing 25th December will be one day later
than usual as below:
Usual Collection Day

Revised Collection Day

Tuesday 26th December

Wednesday 27th December

Wednesday 27th December

Thursday 28th December

Thursday 28th December

Friday 29th December

Friday 29th December

Saturday 30th December

Hethersett Library
Hethersett Library will be closed on Monday 25th December, Tuesday 26th December and Monday 1st January, 2018.

Hethersett Butchers - 35 Great Melton Road, Hethersett
Opening times over the holiday period for Hethersett Butchers are as follows::
Friday 22nd December
7am to 1pm
Saturday 23rd December
7am to 1pm
Sunday 24th December
7am to 1pm
Thursday 28th December
7am to 1pm
Friday 29th December
7.30am to 1pm
Saturday 30th December
7.30am to 1pm
The butcher’s will be closed on Monday 25th December, Tuesday 26th December, Wednesday 27th December, Sunday 31st December and Monday 1st January, 2018. From Tuesday 2nd January it will be business as usual with Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays opening from 7.30am to 5pm and Wednesday and Saturdays opening from 7.30am until 12.30pm
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Sprucing Up Hethersett
The Norwich Fringe Project has been busy sprucing up an area around Hethersett Village Hall. Their work has been highlighted on a blog which we reproduce here.

Thursday 16th and 23rd November
Over a period of two weeks our Thursday group finished thinning out and coppicing the tree belt around Hethersett Village Hall and chipped all the material. Our
visit on 16th November tackled the remaining two sides of the tree belt clearing
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the rear area of these adjacent to the houses leaving the front section untouched.
As explained in our previous blog for this site the plan was to thin out the rear
section of the belt and then deal with the front section when the rear section
had regrown – this will be some years away but as with many such projects this
is a long term programme of works.
We split into two teams tackling the tree belt from each end and working towards each other. The thinnings were hauled out onto the playing field and
piled ready for chipping during our next visit.
This section of the belt was not as wide as that dealt with previously but had
several larger trees which were close to residents’ gardens. We used ropes to
pull the felled trees away from the fence line as these were cut down. There
were a couple of larger trees which we left for Matt and his chainsaw to deal
with. We made good progress clearing all the required areas which meant that
only one further visit would be needed to finish the job.
We returned on 23rd November with the chipper to clear up and finish off the
task. The grassy field was quite wet and muddy and Matt had difficulty manoeuvring the truck and the heavy towed chipper into the right position.
It was also rather windy as we discovered as we began chipping! There were a
number of tasks to complete today: chipping of cut material; planting whips
(young trees) in the cleared areas to help create a new woodland, and tidy up
the hedge around the main entrance to the Village Hall.
The chipping could only be done by those trained to use it, so the rest of the
team split into two groups to deal with the other tasks.
The Norwich Fringe Project was established in 1991. It is a local authority funded countryside management partnership, working with volunteers and local
communities to look after the countryside around Norwich. The project provides
a full Countryside Management Service, looking after a range of habitats and
sites including woodlands, meadows, marshes, heathlands and ponds.
The work is very diverse and ranges from: providing advice on the management
of sites and habitats, producing management plans and work plans, managing
contractors and carrying out practical countryside management work ourselves
– supported by our dedicated team of volunteers.
The project provides opportunities for regular volunteering that include training
and learning through countryside management related activities. It also offers
business volunteer work days, allowing organisations to give something back to
their local community.
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________________________________________________________________________
Letter To The Editor

Walk and Talk From Hethersett Library

From Mrs Helena Last, Norfolk Libraries
Thank-you to all the lovely people who have joined us for a stroll around the village this year, it's been a pleasure. The next two weeks will be Christmas and
New Year - so we will be back to walk off the Christmas Pudding on January
8th. For anyone who hasn't joined us before - our walk and talk is a lovely sociable group which meets on Monday mornings at 9.30am for a half hour stroll
around Hethersett before heading back to the library for tea and coffee.
Do pop along, no need book. I look forward to meeting you.
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Groups and Societies
Hethersett Playing Field Bowls Club
Hethersett Playing Field Bowls Club’s 2017 season is over. The 2018 season will
begin at the end of April. In the meantime the club will be holding a quiz and buffet evening on Friday, March 2nd.

The RiNG
The Rheumatoid in Norfolk Group usually meets on the first Wednesday of the
month and charges £3 a visit which covers the cost of entrance fee, speaker, tea
and coffee. The group primarily exists for people suffering from rheumatoid arthritis or an inflammatory arthritis, but it is also open to others and more information is available on 0800 072 9597 or on the web site www.thering.org.uk.

Hethersett Women’s Institute
Stephen Maunder was guest speaker at a meeting of Hethersett WI and spoke
to members on how to avoid being the victim of scams. A Trading Standards
Officer for Norwich City Council, he underlined how scams are becoming more
sophisticated with the scammers using modern technology. He explained how
scammers work via the phone, at the door or on the internet. As always the message is “if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.”

Probus Club
The guest speaker at the meeting of Hethersett and District Probus Club was
Juyna Lewis from Bangladesh. She spoke about prisons with an emphasis on
Norwich prisons in which she worked as an education officer.
She underlined the fact that both Norwich Catholic Cathedral and St Giles’
Church had been used as prisons. Norwich Castle was used as a prison from
the 14th to 19th century.
She spoke about characters and personalities, police officers and her experience
of working in Norwich and Wayland Prisons and the need for a more humanitarian approach to the treatment of prisoners.

Hethersett Herald

50

January 2018

Groups and Societies
Hethersett Dementia Café
The café continues to be held monthly on the third Tuesday in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall. The January café will be from 10am until midday on Tuesday,
January 16th.

Heart of Hethersett
The Heart of Hethersett group which supports people who have been bereaved
and also those suffering from anxiety and depression has been awarded a £300
start up grant from South Norfolk Council.
The bereavement group has been in existence for just over a year but it was
extended in October, 2017, to include those suffering from depression.
The January meetings from 5.30 to 6.30 pm in the lounge at Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex in Firs Road will be on the 16th and 30th.

Light refreshments are provided and anyone interested in joining the group will
be most welcome at the next meeting. It is hoping over the coming year to have
a number of speakers on health-related matters.

Gremlin in the Works
A gremlin in the works meant that Hethersett Village Screen’s showing of Whiskey Galore had to be abandoned on December 17th. It brought an immediate
apology from the organisers:
“We would like to publicly apologise to our loyal customers. Many of those present gave part or all of their refund as a donation and we are very appreciative
as we still incurred costs associated with hire charges.
“We hope this hiccup won’t deter people from attending in future,” said one of
the organising group Jacky Sutton
The group is confident that things will be sorted out before the next production
which will be “Dunkirk” on January 7th.
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Hethersett WI
Come along and make new friends, find new interests, hear good
speakers and try new activities.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Meetings are held from 7.30 pm on the
third Monday of the month at the Methodist Church Hall,
Great Melton Road, Hethersett (parking at rear of Hall).

Each month we have a different guest speaker following a short business session, a raffle, teas and coffees.
***
The Programme for our Centenary Year 2018 will soon be available.
***
For further details please contact Eileen Chapman on 01603 811076
or email eileenchapman19@btinternet.com
For information on forthcoming speakers
please see posters in the
Hethersett Library or on Village Noticeboards
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Hog Hibernation Time
Connie Tindale updates us on the progress of her Hethersett Hedgehogs
AS the cold sets in and the days are so short, many of us wish that we could
hibernate like hedgehogs and wake up in the spring.
Most of all we wish that we could eat to make ourselves as fat as possible before we went to sleep. Chocolates, cakes, biscuits and puddings; nothing would
be out of bounds. Unfortunately not all hedgehogs manage to get fat enough to
survive up to five months without eating or drinking at all and when food gets
short it can use up more energy searching for food than it obtains from eating it.
Hedgehogs do not really need to hibernate and those that are really small or
injured and are over-wintered in care often fare better from being awake than
those who are still out in the wild. In order to survive hibernation, a hedgehog
has to reach an absolute minimum weight of 450 gms.
There is little hope for anything smaller than this. But, there were so many autumn juveniles this year that rescue centres are totally overrun with tiny prickly
creatures some weighing little more than 100 gms. It is then a constant fight to
keep them alive over the winter.
So, what happens to a hedgehog when it goes into hibernation? First of all it
needs a safe place to stay in a purpose built house, a log pile or a heap of
leaves. It can take several weeks to make a suitable nest. When the cold weather starts, it settles down for the winter.
Then its metabolism changes completely. It stops being a warm blooded animal
and goes into a sort of suspended animation as keeping the blood warm would
take too much energy and would deplete its reserves. We will not be seeing
most of them again until the spring but there are some hardly little chaps who
stay awake if there is a constant supply of food.
The hedgehog’s body temperature usually stays about one degree above the
ambient temperature but it must not freeze. Hopefully, the leaves lining its nest
will act like lagging around a tap. On inspection, the little creature will seem
dead as it will feel cold, its heartbeat will have slowed dramatically and it may
only take one breath an hour. In this state of unconsciousness it cannot protect
itself and is susceptible to attack from rats and other animals.
If the hedgehog is in captivity then the ideal temperature for hibernation would
be about five degrees centigrade. Small hedgehogs need to be discouraged
from hibernating and need heat pads that they can settle on to keep out the cold
just as an elderly person might need an electric blanket to keep warm on winter
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nights. This year we have had 15 hedgehogs to care for and sadly lost several
of them. Most were freed to make their own way before the really bad weather
set in.
One had to be taken to an animal sanctuary for treatment with antibiotics but will
come home; when it has regained its health. Two are settled on heat pads which
will be switched off when their sitters have reached 600 gms. They can then decide whether they want to hibernate or not.
Remember that if you see any hedgehogs out and about and wonder if they
need help, then the best thing to do is to weigh them on your kitchen scales. If
they are a decent weight then release them again but if they are small then take
it to someone who can care for it.

If you are working on your garden this month, then take care that you do not
disturb or accidentally injure one and consider how you can make your garden
as hedgehog friendly as possible. We still need to create that Hedgehog Highway so that they can easily move from garden to garden in search of food when
they wake up in the spring.
www.Hethersetthedgehogs.com
HETHERSETT Parish Councillor
and Memorial Playing Field Trustee Stephen Slack receives a
cheque for £1,000 from Lucy
Woodhall from the Persimmon
Homes Anglia Community Champions matchfunding programme.
On behalf of the Memorial Playing Field.
Andrew Fuller, managing director
for Persimmon Homes Anglia,
said: “Supporting local organisations that create a sense of community for local people is a core
aim of our project, and Hethersett
Memorial Playing Field certainly
play an important role in the local
neighbourhoods.
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Have You Missed an Edition?

YOU can catch up on previous editions of the Hethersett Herald by going to
http://hethersett.org.uk/emags.htm and following the links. Hethersett Herald is
an independent publication for news, views and features about Hethersett and
general articles written by residents. It is currently available only online.

News and Features Needed
We are always happy to receive articles and news for publication.
With limited resources, it isn’t possible for us to cover everything that is
going on in our village. We hope that the Herald reflects just some of the
things that are taking place in Hethersett, but, with your help, we can expand our service.
We are looking for news and reports on any aspect of village life. Also
news of coming events that you would like publicised.
We are also happy to carry features on topics not strictly related to the
village providing they are written by a resident of either Hethersett, Great
Melton or Little Melton.
Reports, news, features and photographs can be sent by e-mail to
petersteward@lineone.net or dropped off at 12, Karen Close, Hethersett.
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Hawks Presentation Evening

HETHERSETT Hawks/Myhill Decorators celebrated another successful season when over 40 members and guests
attended the presentation night at Hethersett Social Club.
As well as honouring all of the club's own champions, there
was also recognition for the club's three Norfolk Champions
- George Larter, Owen Wells and Katie Adams.
Next to receive awards were 11 of the B team who finished runners-up in the
South East and Eastern League Division Two, missing the top prize on points
difference over two matches with Ipswich.
Harley Hamill stepped up to receive the first-team top scorer award and was up
again later to receive a new coach's award from Kevin Wells. Club awards were
made to Danny Machin (Best Newcomer), Paul Delaiche (Most Improved Junior) and Chloe Woods (Club Member of the Year).
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Team Managers stepped up to the microphone to make their own awards - Dan
Chambers presented Dan Butler with the 1st Team Rider of the Year and Harley
Hamill handed over the B team Rider of the Year award to Glyn Morgan.
Finally Chairman John Nelson announced the result of the vote taken on the
night for Hawks Sportsperson of the Year which went to Club Secretary/
Treasurer Mel Perkins. On the left below chairman John Nelson presents the
Sportsman Award to Mel Perkins and on the right are Glyn Morgan and Harley
Hamill. The photos at the top show club chairman John Nelson with George
Larter and Harley Hamill.
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We Are On Facebook
Hethersett Herald is on Facebook. You can follow us at
https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/

Zumba Opportunities
There are plenty of opportunities in the village to take part in Zumba classes. Alahna Eamer has contacted us with details of her classes which take
place at Hethersett Old Hall School and Hethersett Jubilee Youth Club on
the following dates:
Tuesdays at 7.15pm - Aqua Zumba at Hethersett Old Hall School - £6.
Wednesdays at 7.30pm - Aqua Zumba at Hethersett Old Hall School - £6.
Fridays at 7.15pm - Zumba at the Jubilee Youth Hall - £5.

Alahna can be contacted on 07825 924 515 or via email at
alahnae@hotmail.co.uk for further details

Sports Reports Needed
We are happy to carry reports and results from sports clubs from
Hethersett or with connections to the village.
If you would like your club featured just send the details to petersteward@lineone.net. Photographs are particularly appreciated.
Your help will allow us to continue to expand the coverage of

sport/leisure and fitness in our award winning village
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