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Tough Decisions Ahead 
PARENTS will be faced with a 
tough choice with the largest 
shake-up in education in Heth-

ersett for decades. 

The £20.6 million development will 
provide a new primary school and 
nursery.  

In a rather ironic twist, Norfolk County 
Council has applied to itself for permis-
sion to build the new school for almost 
500 children on land off Coachmaker 
Way. It means that parents will soon 
be faced with making a choice be-

tween the new school and the existing 
voluntary controlled junior school in 
Queen’s Road.  

On page three we look at the new 
plans and on page four Roger Morgan 
looks at the dilemma of choice. 

Cycle Path To Come Through Village 

IT looks increasingly likely that part of the new cycle path linking Heth-

ersett with Wymondham will detour through part of our village. 

The news comes as the first two phases of the cycleway have been com-

pleted and a third is underway. 

But plans to bring the path through Old Norwich Road rather than continue 

it along the B1172 could pose dangers for pedestrians, cyclists and motor-

ists. 

To read more about this and the latest extension to the path please turn to 

page six. 
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WELCOME to the November edition of Hethersett Herald which begins our 
fourth year of publication. As always if you enjoy reading our e-publication 

please pass details on. 

Also a reminder that back copies of the Herald can be accessed via our 

new web site at www.hethersettherald.weebly.com. 

We have also launched a series of Archive Heralds looking at the past. The 
first of these for January 2007 is now online and is available on the website 

mentioned above. 

Peter Steward (Editor) 

Welcome to the November Edition 

Highlights of This Edition 

Cycle Path To Come Through Village. 

Page 7 MacMillan Volunteers Say Farewell 

Page 6 

Norwich City Star Opens New Lodges 

Academy Pupil Is Hit in Wrestling World 

Page 14 

Page 28 

Page 35 
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New School Set-Up 
(Continued from front page). 

THE proposed new school will cater for 420 primary school children and 56 chil-

dren of nursery age. Woodside Infant School and Hethersett Junior School will 

both become primary schools with Woodside moving from its current site in Firs 

Road to a new build on the new development area in the village. 

In addition to the new school and the additional places that will be available at 

primary level, Hethersett Academy is likely to have an £8 million expansion to 

provide a new teaching block of 15 classrooms, art rooms and a digital suite. 

The expansion will also include improved football and tennis facilities. Both pri-

mary schools will feed into Hethersett Academy. An additional £4.6 million will be 

used to turn Hethersett Voluntary Controlled Junior School into a primary. 

Hethersett County Councillor David Bills welcomed the proposed changes:  

"I am delighted to see that the promised multimillion-pound investment in educa-

tion for Hethersett has started. 

“This shows the County Council’s commitment to the needs of the youth of Heth-

ersett. 

“Let’s look forward to a successful completion of the developments and be proud 

of what Hethersett has to offer its youth," Councillor Bills said. 

PLANS to extend the existing Hethersett Voluntary Controlled Junior School will be on 

display at the school. The school will be re-organised from a junior school serving the 

seven to 11 age range to an all through primary school for five to 11 year olds. 

The information event is being held in advance of the planning application which is like-

ly to be submitted in December. Plans are to construct a new teaching block comprising 

eight classrooms plus ancillary accommodation with refurbishment to the existing 

premises. A nursery will be accommodated in a separate building on site. Architectural 

plans and information on the changes will be on display and representatives will be on 

hand from Norfolk County Councils’ Chidren’s Services, Norfolk Property Services and 

the school to answer questions. 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 

Associate Editor Roger Morgan delves deeper into the future of education in 

Hethersett and a difficult choice facing parents. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

THE schools in Hethersett will be part of a major reorganisation of the education-
al arrangements in the vil-
lage over the next two 
years. 

This will see parents being 
asked to make some tough 
choices as early as Janu-
ary, 2019. People with chil-
dren who are due to start 
reception in September 
2019 will be asked to pick 
which school they would 
like their offspring to at-
tend.  

The choice will be between 
the established VC Junior School in Queen’s Road and Woodside First School in 
Firs Road which will be moving to a new site adjacent to the village hall in due 
course. Similarly parents of pupils currently in Year Two will have the same 
choice of schools as their children move into Year Three in September, 2019. 

Each school will have a maximum of 30 reception class spaces available and it 
will be left to parental choice initially to decide how these spaces are filled. It is 
still unclear what will happen if one of the schools is heavily over-subscribed. 
Clearly there are pros and cons for each school and it is vital that parents are 
given sufficient information to allow them to make the right choice for their chil-
dren. 

Building work on the new Woodside School is due to start in January, 2019, and 
it is expected that this will take at least one year to complete. However, we can 
never rule out the possibility of delays in the building process.  

In the short term both reception and Year Three classes will take place in the 
existing building. The prospect of a brand new building may attract some par-
ents. At a recent parents’ meeting Head Teacher Angela Jermy indicated that 

Decision Time For Parents 

Hethersett Junior  
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We Are On Facebook 
Hethersett Herald is on Facebook. You can follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/ 

they have been looking 
at a number of other 
schools in the area to 
seek out ideas of how 
best to develop the new 
school.  

One suggestion is that 
pupils would have better 
access to technology in 
order to facilitate their 
learning but this is of course dependent on sufficient funding being available. 
New staff with specialist knowledge will clearly have to be recruited. Issues like 
modern foreign language provision and the lack of a large working kitchen and a 
swimming pool were raised. Some parents were left confused and there are still 
a number of unanswered questions which have to be addressed. 

The Junior School has the advantage of being an established school with experi-
ence of teaching the older age groups and it also has a good Ofsted rating.  
However, it too will face accommodation problems with no specialist nursery cur-
rently available.  

The priority will be on building a fully-functioning nursery block at the front of the 
school before moving on to build additional classrooms at the side. Head Teach-
er Matthew Parslow-Williams categorically stated that the future reception clas-
ses would not take place in mobile classrooms. 

When things eventually settle down there will clearly be some rivalry between 
the two schools as they strive to attract pupils and some might say that this com-
petition is a good thing which will eventually lead to a rise in standards. 

 I believe, however, that now is the ideal time for closer co-operation between 
the schools where they can share both their expertise and resources for the ben-
efit of both and of course the pupils of Hethersett and beyond. I don’t envy the 
parents who have to make the difficult decision but I do urge people to find out 
the facts about each school so that they can make an informed choice. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  6                    November 2018 

Third Phase Underway 
THE first two phases of the Wymondham to Hethersett cycleway have 
been completed and the third is underway. 

The first two phases took the path from The Drive at Wymondham to 
Elm Farm Business Park and New Road to Old Norwich Road. After a 
three week break, work began on phase three which will take the path 
from Elm Farm Business Park to David James Cars. This will be an off 
road section going into fields at the back of Kett’s Oak. It is anticipated 
that this section will be completed before the New Year. This will be 
followed by the completion of the section between David James Cars 
and New Road. 

Herald Comment 

Cycle Path To Go Through Village 
(continued from front page) 

News that part of the cycle path linking Hethersett to Wymondham will be di-

verted off the B1172 and go through part of the village is a matter for consider-

able concern. 

A cost-cutting exercise means that the path will now leave the B1172 and di-

vert along Old Norwich Road before re-joining the existing cycle path towards 

Norwich. 

This will take the path past a number of potential problem areas which could 

prove dangerous to motorists, pedestrians and cyclists - making a mockery of 

the concept of providing problem-free cycling paths that are safe and direct.  

A walk along the route of the diversion identifies no fewer than 10 prospective 

flashpoints which are (coming from the Wymondham direction): 

 Flashpoint One - The entrance/exit to Priory Road which will have to be 

crossed by cyclists. 

 Flashpoint Two - The King’s Head car park which will have to be 
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crossed. 

 Flashpoint Three - Two entrances at the former Norfolk Fire Headquar-

ters which is still an operational fire station. 

 Flashpoint Four (and possibly the most dangerous) - The concealed 

entrance/exit to Cann’s Lane. 

 Flashpoint Five - Entrance/exit to a block of flats which will have to be 

crossed by cyclists. 

 Flashpoint Six - Entrance/exit to Bailey Close which will have to be 

crossed. 

 Flashpoint Seven - The Queen’s Head car park which is continually in 

use. 

 Flashpoint Eight (another big one) - The major junction of Old Norwich 

Road and Queen’s Road which will have to be crossed by cyclists. 

 Flashpoint Nine - The entrance/exit to Haconsfield. 

 Flashpoint Ten - The private drives that will have to be crossed. 

In addition to the above, the path at various places is very narrow and also at 

various parts of the day will be filled by children coming and going to the vil-

lage schools. 

Hethersett Herald believes this to be a dangerous step and one that has al-

ready caused concern from local residents. It seems almost certain that mon-

ey is the prime mover in this decision being made and that is wrong. 

We have been told that building a cycle path along that stretch of the B1172 is 

not entirely off the agenda but would only be re-instated as a project if and 

when funding becomes available. 

It seems unlikely to us that cyclists using the path alongside the B1172 will 

decide to divert along a road that will prove dangerous to them.  

It is much more likely that they will go across the junction of the Old Norwich 

Road onto the main B1172 and that in itself will pose problems, but as we all 

know money and cuts are king and come a long way ahead of safety issues. 

This all smacks of that old phrase “an accident waiting to happen.” 
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Extra Performance 

for A Special Year 
HETHERSETT Pantomime Group is promising “a very special” show for its 

50th anniversary year. 

And the group has added an additional performance - making it a record 10 

shows during the week. 

“Cinderella” will be performed from Saturday 19th until Saturday 26th January 

with matinees on both Saturdays and the Sunday. It will be the first time two 

performances have been held on a Sunday and the move has been prompted 

by sell out audiences for this year’s panto. 

Performance times will be as follows - Saturday January 19th (2 pm and 7.30 

pm), Sunday January 20th (11 am and 3 pm), Monday 21st (no show), Tues-

day 22nd, Wednesday 23rd, Thursday 24th and Friday 25th (7.30 pm), Satur-

day 26th (2 pm and 7.30 pm). 

“January 2019 is going to be a very special year as it will be our 50th panto-

mime performance and that calls for a very special celebration indeed. 

“The scenery and costumes will be the very best yet and the special effects 

will be extra special. There has been even more thought, planning and time 

gone into this production, if that is at all possible,” said Jenny Hoult from the 

group. 

“Due to a total sell-out of tickets over the last two years we have added anoth-

er matinee performance,” Jennie told the village Good News magazine. 

All profit from the performances will go to local charities. Tickets will be £7 

each and will go on sale  from 9 am on Tuesday, November 6th or can be or-

dered on 01603 811337 or by e-mailing hethersettpantotickets@gmail.com.  

Jennie will also be selling tickets in Hethersett Library from 10.30 am until 

12.30 pm on Saturday mornings and in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 

10.30 am until 11.30 am on Wednesday mornings. 
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Tributes Paid To Lorna Richardson 
A thanksgiving service for the life of Lorna Richardson was held in St Remigius 

Church, Hethersett, at the end of September. 

Lorna, who died on 25th August, was a hugely respected member of local life 

and supporter of the communities of Hethersett and Great Melton and a key 

national figure for farming and food. 

The service of thanksgiving was conducted by the Rev Gordon Gatward OBE 

and the Rev Angela Reynolds. 

The tributes to Lorna were led by her son Andrew: 

“An epitaph is usually one line but you cannot condense her life into one sen-

tence,” Andrew Richardson said before underlining the strengths and interests 

of Lorna through the letters of the alphabet. 

His words included “butterflies,” “farming,” “food,” “flowers,” family,” “giggles,” 

“hats,” “gregarious nature,” “indomitable spirit,” “kit kats,” “lists,” “sociability,” 

“music,” “magazines,” “performing,” “sunflowers,” “stories,” “vibrancy” and 

“royalist.” 

Rev Gatward spoke of Lorna’s “tireless energy in working on behalf of agricul-

ture at a national level. 

“She had a tremendous energy in getting people to understand the British coun-

tryside. Lorna was a brilliant ambassador for farmers and farming and she had a 

great ability to help children to understand the countryside and the glories of life. 

Her booklet “Love It Eat It” reached thousands of children. 

“Lorna was a vibrant person with a great strength of character and a determina-

tion that was infectious. She and David shared a love of farming and people. 

She has given us a great legacy that we should be proud of and learn from. She 

has taught us that we can all become ambassadors for what we believe in,” Rev 

Gatward said. 

Rev Reynolds looked back on Lorna’s early life and her family roots in Scotland 

and meeting her husband David when she became secretary of the newly-

formed young farmers club in Thetford. David was a member of the Wymond-

ham branch and love blossomed. They were married in Bury St Edmunds Ca-
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thedral in 1959. Lorna was at the time a school matron. 

“The couple went on to have three children - Andrew, Rob and Fiona. Lorna was 

an accomplished pianist and singer and a leading member of the Hethersett Mu-

sical Society and also a member of Hethersett Pantomime Group playing parts 

as diverse as Sleeping Beauty and the ugly sisters.  

“Lorna often played piano at Hethersett Methodist Church until arthritis prevent-

ed her. Laura loved entertaining and was an enthusiastic cook. She was very 

proud of her family and had many gifts and talents and was colourful and bright 

in both her personality and dress. We all feel so fortunate to have met Lorna,” 

she said. 

The service also included recorded music from the Massed Bands, Pipes and 

Drums of the Army Regiments and songs from shows including “The Sound of 

Music” and “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.” 

The reading Remembered Joy was given by Rob Richardson and Liesl Richard-

son read the poem “Dust If You Must.” 

Changes to Bin Collection Days 

BROWN bin collection days in Hethersett are changing from the 

beginning of the month. 

Householders who use the garden waste bins have been contact-

ed by letter to outline the changes which will see bins collected on 

Fridays fortnightly from 5th November. 

“Our garden waste service has become so popular that we are 

now having to redesign the routes to enable us to accept new cus-

tomers into the scheme,” said Simon Hawken from South Norfolk 

Council. 

“Every week the council collects around 200 tonnes of grass and 

hedge cuttings, leaves and branches and our rounds have become 

so busy, with more than 25,000 customers, that our lorries are get-

ting close to their allowed weight limits.,” Mr Hawken added 
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From a Kitchen to a Garage - 

Another Hethersett Success Story 

Words and Pictures by  

Peter Steward 

FROM a kitchen to a fa-
mous garage via a railway 
station is all part of a Hi 
Tech company’s success 
story. 

J.C. Computer Technolo-
gies Ltd. began life as The 
Computer Company back 
in 2004 in the kitchen of 
Kathy and Paul Judkins’ 
home in Hethersett. The 
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company soon outgrew its 
modest premises and moved 
to a disused railway building 
at Ashwelthorpe. But they 
soon found this to be too small 
as well and made another up-
grade - this time to a custom- 
built suite in historic Kettering-
ham Hall - just a couple of 
miles from where they started. 

The new office suite is in a 
refurbished garage once used 
by Lotus boss and founder 
Colin Chapman to clean his 
cars. Chapman was a man who insisted on order and cleanliness as is shown by 
a small cupboard in the premises which, when opened, uncovers a hidden water 
tap which Chapman used to clean his cars.  

Before starting the Computer Company, Paul Judkins and fellow director Andrew 
Clarke were technology colleagues at Long Stratton High School. 

“We used to help teachers with their computer problems at home in evenings 
and at weekends and that really was the start of a small business,” said Paul and 
Andrew. 

But that business didn’t stay “small” for long and they were soon swapping the 
kitchen for a disused railway building at Ashwellthorpe. 

Now with the new name - J standing for Judkins and C for Clarke - the company 
is servicing over 80 schools in Norfolk and Suffolk and hundreds of private cus-
tomers and has expanded to include on the spot field engineers ready and will-
ing to help with computer problems. 

The technical taskforce is just one aspect of the new company as Paul Judkins 
replied when asked what exactly the company does: 

“When it comes to computers and technologies it’s easier to list what we don’t 
do. We like to think we can do anything relating to IT and technology. We will 
always try to help and nothing is too small or too big for us,” he says with his 
trademark smile.  

“In the early days one of our private customers worked for Suffolk County Coun-
cil. He was pleased with the service we provided for him and asked us to look 
after all the computers provided in foster homes in Suffolk,” Paul added. 

This turned out to be a large contract with over 300 foster carers in Suffolk. The 
company continued to expand, servicing 350 private clients and 83 schools. Now  
providing support, procuring hardware and software, acting as consultants and 
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hosting web sites are just a few of the strings to J.C Computer Technologies’ 
bow. 

Now the company employs a staff of 18 and runs an apprenticeship scheme and 
also provides work experience opportunities for school pupils. 

The world of technology has changed unimaginably in the past 15 years as the 
Judkins explained with children becoming experts in their own right and totally at 
home with technology - so much so that Paul and Andrew often pass their expe-
rience onto pupils and let them teach the teachers: 

“Today you have three-year-olds with You Tube accounts. When I was three I 
was still eating mud,” Paul laughed. 

Of course the constantly changing face of technology has meant plenty of home-
work for members of the new company as they try to keep abreast of an ever-
changing world. 

J.C Computer Technologies is also fostering a close working relationship with 
Snellings Education to provide the best possible audio visual hardware. 

“We are very pleased to be able to work with another local company,” Andrew 
added and his words were echoed by Simon Eisenmann who is Education Sales 
Manager for Snellings Education which is based in Wymondham: 

“It depends what schools see as their priorities but leasing equipment from us 
can often be the most cost-effective option, rather than buying outright,” Simon 
said. 

HETHERSETT Parish Councillor and village 

stalwart Shane Hull (pictured opposite) has tak-

en on a new voluntary role with the Alzheimer’s 

Society. 

Shane will be working one day a week as a 

fund-raiser for the society and is busy promot-

ing a special Christmas carol concert in St. Pe-

ter Mancroft Church, Norwich on December 

19th. To see a poster of the event turn to page 

56. 
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Sad Time For Volunteers 
THERE was a considerable amount of sadness around as MacMillan Cancer 

Care volunteers shut the door for the last time at the charity shop in Great Mel-

ton Road. 

The organising 

committee for the 

Hethersett shop 

met for the final 

time at the be-

ginning of the 

month and ex-

pressed their 

sadness that the 

charity will no 

longer have a 

presence in the 

village. 

The decision to 

close the shop comes in the silver jubilee year of MacMillan being in the village, 

having previously occupied a shop across the road that was formerly the village 

post office. 

MacMillan’s connection with Hethersett goes back to 1993, but came to an end 

this month with the shop being taken over by the PACT animal charity. A handful 

of the MacMillan volun-

teers will continue to work 

in the PACT shop but a 

number have decided to 

call it a day. 

The Secretary and treas-
urer of Hethersett’s Mac-
millan Cancer Support 
charity shop has written to 
the village Good News 
magazine to thank every-
one who has supported 

The MacMillan Charity Shop in its previous prop-
erty in Great Melton Road which no longer 

stands, This photo was taken in 2002. 

The MacMillan shop before it closed. 
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the fund-raising effort over the years. 

Lesley Chamberlin (secretary) and Margaret Turner (treasurer) wrote: 

“It is with deep regret that after 25 years of fundraising, we will be closing 
our shop at the end of October. 

“On behalf of all our volunteers we would like to thank everyone in the vil-
lage and beyond who have wholeheartedly supported us, by both donating 
goods or buying items in our shop. Your friendship and support have been 
greatly valued.” 

The shop is due to re-open under the PACT banner and George Rockingham 
who runs PACT with his wife Chris said he hoped that people would continue 
supporting the new charity. 

Mr Rockingham told the Eastern Daily Press newspaper that Hethersett would 
be the charity’s 12th shop. 

“I’m certain that the shop will be well attended and make money for the animals. 
It will be a standard charity shop selling everything we can get our hands on,” he 
said. 

Mr Rockingham added that he was aware of feeling in Hethersett against the 

MacMillan committee members in the 

shop at their last meeting on October 

1st 
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A blast from the past - Volunteers from the MacMillan shop get into the festive spirit 

a few years ago. This picture taken by the Hethersett Herald editor appeared in the 

Eastern Daily Press newspaper. 

MacMillan shop closing down. 

He added that the shop will be re-vamped with 
a new manager, but he hoped existing volun-
teers, who have supported the cancer charity, 
would continue to support PACT when it 
opens. 

A number of the volunteers have already 
agreed to be part of the new set-up. 

Mr Rockingham is pictured opposite. 

It is expected that the new PACT shop will be 
open within a couple of weeks after a refur-
bishment programme has been completed. 
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LOCAL solicitors Dawson’s Law will soon be opening a new head office 

in Great Melton Road, Hethersett. 

The company prides itself on being at the “heart of the community” and 

services Breckland, South Norfolk and Norwich and provides a wide 

range of legal services to individuals and local businesses. 

“We pride ourselves in bringing city legal expertise, locally. We are a re-

spected local firm investing directly into our local community. We are 

friendly, approachable, fee transparent and proud to offer affordable legal 

advice and assistance. We truly are solicitors at the heart of the commu-

nity,” the company says on its web site. 

Currently Dawson’s Law works from Rowan House in Queen’s Road but 

will be moving to the former Co-Op Funeral shop in Great Melton Road. 

“We are based in Hethersett. However, we are more than happy to con-

duct home visits if getting to us is a problem,” the company adds.  

The company specialises in wills and probate, family law, insolvency. 

power of attorney, planning and licensing and much more. 

Their web site can be viewed at: http://www.dawsons-law.co.uk/ 

Our photograph above shows the Dawson’s Law team - Sophie Mitchell, 

David Howell, Louis Marlborough, Salena Dawson and Ben Dures  
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Writing Competition Launched 
A new competition for young writers has been launched by Hethersett Writers’ 

group. 

The competition is divided into two age groups -Junior students (school years 

three to six) and Seniors (school years seven to 11) and there will be cash prizes 

for the best entries in each section. 

The competition is open to young people who attend a school or academy in the 

village or who live in the village and attend a school somewhere else in the coun-

ty. 

Those taking part will be looking at the future by being asked to write up to 1000 

words for juniors and 1500 for seniors on their vision of what Hethersett will look 

like in 50 years time. 

The subject is as follows: 

“You have stepped inside a time machine and it has taken you forward by 50 

years. When you step out of the machine you are still the same but the year is 

2068. Describe how the world you now see has changed.” 

The competition will be judged by members of Hethersett Writers’ Group and 

their decision will be final. The competition is supported by South Norfolk Coun-

cil. The winner of each section will receive £100 and a runner-up in each section 

will receive £50. 

Closing date for entries is 30th November and winners will be notified by the end 

of the year. The winning entries will also be published in Hethersett Herald and 

possibly in other publications. 

There are no boring entry forms to be filled in but each entry should include a 

name, address, age, school attended and school year. Individuals can send in 

up to three entries each and entry is free. 

Entries can be posted or delivered to either Connie Tindale at 13, Grove Road, 

Hethersett, NR9 3JP or Peter Steward at 12 Karen Close, Hethersett, NR9 3DG 

or  e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net. If e-mailed please clearly mark them 

“competition entry.” 
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A Treat for the Eyes 
THE art lovers of Hethersett were treat-
ed to a fine display of original artwork at 
the village hall on Sunday, 14th October. 
The free exhibition was organised by the 
“Paint With Us” group which was previ-
ously known as Hethersett Aspiring Art-
ists. The group has been meeting for 
well over a decade and annually organ-
ises an art show. 

The table tops and stage were covered 
with original paintings done in a variety 
of media including oils, pastels, sculp-
tures and watercolours which were 
available to buy. In addition, it was also 
possible to purchase a wide range of 
greetings cards printed from the original 
pictures. A delicious selection of cakes and other refreshments were also on sale 
from the kitchen. 

At the start of the day the group were visited by BBC Radio Norfolk’s Treasure 
Quest team. Presenter Anna Perrott aka Big Band Anna dropped in with driver 
Dean to pick up clue two for the Sunday show. Anna chatted with organiser Ann 

Words - Roger Morgan: Pictures - Roger 

Morgan and Anne Wright 
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Money For Good Causes 
OUR district councillors still have some money to give to good causes. 

Leslie Dale and David Bills both have £1000 to award for new hardware 
projects for Hethersett voluntary charities or organisations. With local gov-
ernment elections coming up in May, the money has to be distributed be-

fore Christmas. 

If you would like to discuss the matter further Leslie can be contacted on  

01603 810952 and David on 01603 813041. 

Wright live on air before admiring the paintings and signing the visitors’ book.   

The art group meets on Thursday afternoons in Hethersett Village Hall between 
1.30 and 4 pm. At the moment it is close to full membership but Ann Wright said 
that they would look forward to enquiries from 
potential members in the future. Everyone is 
welcome, from complete beginners to those 
with experience  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

I’ve moaned about this before, but I will moan again. 

The shops opposite Steepletower have NINE boards littering the kerbside ad-

vertising their wares. NINE I ask you. Is it necessary to have NINE? They are 

littering and making the grass verge look unsightly. NINE, come on remove 

some. 

Moaning Minnie 



 

Hethersett Herald                  21                    November 2018 

Bees in my Bonnet  
with Associate Editor Roger Morgan 

AS a part-time dog walker who simply helps out an elderly Hethersett resident, I 
seem to be getting an ever-increasing number of bees in my bonnet. I find my-
self becoming more and more 
frustrated by, and ultimately 
ashamed of, some of the ac-
tions of my fellow dog walkers. 

What on earth goes through 
the mind of someone who 
does the hard work of picking 
up their dog’s mess in a plas-
tic bag, neatly ties it up and 
then proceeds to hang it from 
the nearest available fence or 
bush or worst still, lobs it into 
a nearby ditch?  

Fortunately the vast majority of people do use one of the many red poo bins pro-
vided.  

Whilst on the subject of these bins, where do the contents of them finally end 
up?  

A friend of mine told me that he saw both a normal litter bin and a dog poo bin 
being collected and it appeared that the contents of both were put into the same 
section of the truck, presumably to be taken to the same landfill site.  

If this is the case, then why do we have separate bins and does the parish coun-
cil have to pay 
more for the dog 
bins? 

My next bee 
concerns dog 
walkers who 
allow their dogs 
to deposit their 
mess in the mid-
dle of public 
footpaths and 
make no attempt 
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A member of the Next Door Social Media community asked a question 
about the closure of the Little Chef and Burger King at Thickthorn ser-
vices. Another member responded with the following explanation: 

“The site was brought by Euro Garages who have a number of sites 
across the country. The Little Chef closed some time ago and some staff 
moved across to Burger King while others were made redundant. I be-
lieve the proposal is to convert to a Subway, Starbucks and Refurbished 
Burger King but watch this space. Acle Little Chef converted to Starbucks 
some time ago.” 

                           *                                   *                               * 

Hethersett Parish Council has a new Facebook page aimed at keeping 
parishioners up to date with council matters and news.  

It is available at: 

https://www.facebook.com/HethersettParishCouncil/  

Social Media Watch 
We check social media to find out what is being said about our village. 

to move it to one side. I understand that the waste will eventually breakdown 
naturally but it would be so nice if people at least made an effort to get it out of 
the way of their fellow walkers.   

My final bee is about dog owners who allow their pets to charge uncontrolled 
through fields of growing crops. I have seen many large dogs chasing each oth-
er through wheat fields leaving a trail of broken down plants and destruction in 
their wake.  

I often wonder how the owners would feel if a farmer allowed some of his stock 
to trample through the flower beds in their gardens. I can understand the frustra-
tion farmers must feel when they see their valuable crops being damaged in this 
way.  

It is perhaps worth reminding people that we do have a countryside code which 
does require us to keep our animals under control at all times when out walking. 
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Pre-Christmas Hearing 
Checks in Hethersett 

FREE hearing checks are being of-
fered to Hethersett residents in the 

run up to Christmas. 

Specialists The Hearing Care Centre will 
be holding a free open day in Rowan 
House Health and Wellbeing Centre in 
Queen’s Road from 9 am until 5 pm on 
Tuesday, November 13th. 

During the day they will be providing free 
hearing assessments which normally 
cost £20, along with complimentary pro-
fessional advice about hearing test re-
sults and a discussion on possible solu-
tions that could help you with your hear-
ing. 

 

Matthew Coward, Business Operations and Marketing Manager for The Hear-
ing Care Centre said: 

“Ten million people in the UK - one in six of us - have some degree of hearing 
loss. It's surprisingly tricky to spot as our brains are very good at compensat-
ing, so we're not even aware of how much we've lost until things are quite far 
advanced. 

“With the festive season drawing nearer and nearer, there has never been a 
better time to seek help to improve your hearing. By taking action now you can 
enjoy the company of family and friends without feeling stressed or embar-
rassed about not being able to follow the conversation. 

“We offer award winning hearing care services from 25 centres across East 
Anglia. This year we are celebrating our 20th year in business and hope to 
continue to raise awareness about the prevalence of hearing loss, its effect on 
everyday life and the potential dangers of leaving hearing loss untreated.” 

Audiologist Karen Finch and her team will be on hand at Rowan House to offer 
help and guidance. All services are available by appointment only. To book an 
appointment call The Hearing Care Centre on 0800 096 2637 or visit http://
www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk for more information. 

https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk&urlHash=2.0533810919413334E-134
https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk&urlHash=2.0533810919413334E-134
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 Celebrating the Role of Dogs  

Hethersett resident Helen 
Tyler updates us on Bark-
ing Mad South Norwich 
and the important role that 
dogs have played in the 

war effort. 
______________________________________________________ 

IN the run up to Remem-
brance Day on Sunday 11

th
 

November, local dog sitters 
Barking Mad South Norwich 
are asking others to join 
them in commemorating the 
role which canine heroes have played both in times of conflict and everyday life 
throughout history. 

Researchers have unearthed details in old newspaper records of how in World 
War One, heroic deeds were carried out by sentry dogs, casualty dogs and 
those acting as messengers, but animal lovers will also understand how canine 
companionship could have provided comfort and had a positive effect on morale 
for soldiers at war. 

Debra Chatfield, family historian at findmypast.co.uk, said in the Telegraph: 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-one/10478704/The-Western-Fronts-dogs-of-war-revealed.html
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Throughout human history, the bond between man and dogs has been unbreak-
able and the role these animals played during the war was of paramount im-
portance, as can be seen in the numerous old newspaper reports. 

This special centenary year has seen Barking Mad launch a campaign to cham-
pion the benefits of dog companionship, working with inspirational charity Dogs 
for Good to sponsor an assistance dog in training named Prince, who will go on 
to change lives. In 2018, the ability of these wonderful creatures to truly be 
Man’s Best Friend has not changed at all over time. 

Barking Mad is a huge advocate of remembering the special dogs in our lives, 
founding the UK’s first annual Dog Remembrance Month and having just repeat-
ed the successful event for a second time, with events such as memory walks 
and coffee mornings taking place throughout the country.  

A Facebook support group for those who have loved and lost a beloved pet has 
also been created. 

The Dog Bereavement and Rainbow Bridge Remembrance Group has proved 
hugely popular with over 1,100 members, a number which is rapidly growing and 
proving the need for dog lovers to be able to talk about their grief with an audi-
ence of like-minded people. New members are actively welcomed to the group.” 

Barking Mad is part of the Franchise Brands plc group of companies and is the 
UK’s favourite dog holiday company, as verified by TrustPilot. Contact Barking 
Mad at www.barkingmad.uk.com to find your dog’s home from home today. 

Early Publishing For Christmas 

Two Editions in December 

We hope you are enjoying the November edition of Hethersett Herald. The 

next Herald will be published at the beginning of December as usual but 

the January edition will be published before Christmas in order to cover 

the festive season in the village. 

As always if you have any articles for inclusion in Hethersett Herald please 

send them to the editor at petersteward@lineone.net. Photographs are par-

ticularly welcome. 

Back copies of Hethersett Herald can be viewed on our web site at:  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

http://www.barkingmad.uk.com
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Wartime Drama Is Next On Screen 
THE 2018/2019 season 
of films organised by 
Hethersett Village 
Screen continued in 
October with The 
Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society 
which attracted one of 
the biggest and most 
enthusiastic audiences 
to date.  

Over 50 people en-
joyed a film set in 
Guernsey during and 
after the Second World 
War occupation of the 
island by the Germans. 

The film was preceded by footage from the East Anglian Film Archive featuring 
holidays in East Anglia. 

Hethersett Village Screen is a non profit group organising monthly screenings 
in Hethersett Village Hall. It is fully supported by Creative Arts East, South Nor-
folk Council and Norfolk County Council.  

All films advertised here take place on a Sunday at 3 pm. There have been 
some date changes for coming films from those previously advertised. 

The next film will be “Journey’s End” on 11th November and this will be fol-
lowed by “The Bookshop” on 9th December. 

Journey’s End  is based on the 1928  play by R. C. Sherriff and is set in the 
trenches near Saint-Quentin, Aisne, in 1918, towards the end of the First World 
War. It gives a glimpse into the experiences of the officers of a British Army 
infantry company.  

Dates for the first part of 2019 have been announced, but details of the films 
will be available at a later date. Dates are - 6th January, 3rd February, 3rd 
March, 7th April and 12th May. 

More information is available at facebook.com/hethersettvs and twitter.com/
hethersettvs.  
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Edith Cavell Day Centre Update 
________________________________________________________________ 

A number of Hethersett residents make use of the Edith Cavell Day Centre 

at Swardeston. Here Ros Legg updates us on the centre. 

________________________________________________________________ 

THE members have been 

enjoying several outings 

over the wonderful summer 

we have had.  

One highlight was a nostal-

gic trip on the Mid Norfolk 

Steam Railway, and anoth-

er a trip on the solar pow-

ered boat on Whitlingham 

Broad. 

Our guide gave us lots of 

information about the histo-

ry of the Broads and point-

ed out the wildlife on the journey. Afterwards we enjoyed a picnic sitting by 

the Broad in the sun! 

For the Friends of the Day Centre we have launched a 100 Club. For an an-

nual investment of £12 you have a chance of winning monthly prizes of £25, 

£15, or £10.If you would like to support the day centre in this way and per-

haps win a prize too contact Liz Brown at the centre. 

If you or someone you know is interested in joining us at the centre for a day 

out in friendly company (transport may be arranged), a freshly cooked lunch 

and lots of varied entertainment and services, please telephone Liz or Julia 

on 01508 578826 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays between 10 am 

and 3 pm. A free taster day can be arranged. 

More details on our website www.ecav.co.uk or email info@ecav.co.uk 

http://www.ecav.co.uk
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City Star Launches Luxury Lodges 

TWO new luxury lodges in a Scandinavian style have been opened at Park 
Farm Hotel in Hethersett. 

Bringing his own Scandinavian style to the opening ceremony was Norwich City 
striker and Finnish international footballer Teemu Pukki. 

Teemu said he felt “very much at home” with the lodges which are furnished to 
a very high luxury standard. “I really like the look of them,” he added. 

“What better way to officially launch our lodges than to get a little bit of Scandi-
navian sparkle in the form of Teemu to cut the ribbon,” said Park Farm general 
manager Richard Bond. 

After cutting the ribbon Teemu, who is currently out through injury sustained 
whilst playing for Finland, undertook a round of Media interviews with BBC 
Look East, BBC Radio Norfolk and the Eastern Daily Press newspaper. 

The spanking new lodges - named Birch and Aspen - both sleep eight and the 
first guests moved in towards the end of October. Richard Bond thanked every-

Norwich City’s Teemu Pukki cuts 

the ribbon watched by Park 

Farm owner David Gowing 
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one who had helped to make the lodge 
dream a reality. Park Farm also used 
the launch as an opportunity to pro-
mote its charity of the year - Keeping 
Abreast - which supports people after 
breast reconstruction surgery and 
which is based in Little Melton. Repre-
sentatives from the charity are pictured 
above with a signed Teemu Pukki shirt. 

The Norwich City player spoke of his 
dream start to the season which has 
seen him score five goals in 11 appear-
ances before being sidelined with a leg injury. 

“The injury is healing well and I am back running. We have a really good group 
of guys at Norwich who get on well together and I am confident we can keep the 
momentum going. I am looking forward to getting back from injury and we will all 
do our best to keep our good run of results going,” he said. 

See the following page for more photographs of the two new lodges at Park 
Farm Hotel. 
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Teemu In The Spotlight 

On the left with Melissa Rudd of Look East and right with Rob Butler of Radio Norfolk. 
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Hethersett Pictorial 
THE pictures over this and the next page show Hethersett at various points dur-

ing 2018 and illustrates the natural beauty we have in the village. Photographs 

by Peter Steward and David Bills. 
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IF you have pictures of Hethersett - either current or from the past - that you 

would like to see featured in future editions please send them to the editor - 

petersteward@lineone.net. 

We are also looking for photographs from past events in the village for our se-

ries of Heritage Heralds. 
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Cold Calling Alert – Further reports of telephone and doorstep cold callers 

enquiring about 'insulation.’ 

Residents still need to be on their guard as Trading Standards have received 
further reports of telephone and doorstep cold callers enquiring about insulation 
for properties. 

Reports have included doorstep cold callers in the Hethersett and Old Catton 
areas and a number of incidents of telephone cold calls. 

Claims have often included that they are ‘part of a Government backed scheme’ 
and that ‘old’ insulation is ‘unsafe’ and ‘a potential fire risk’. 

Always be very wary of claims made during a cold call and never agree to ser-
vices, buy items or for visits or access to your property if approached in this 
manner. 

Anyone concerned about possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk can contact 
Trading Standards through thier partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline 
via their online reporting form or by telephone on 03454 04 05 06. 

Impartial advice on energy saving and accessing grant schemes is available 
fro  the Energy Saving Trust. 

Scam Alert – Emails claiming to be from ‘TV Licencing’. 

Emails are circulating claiming to be from TV Licencing stating you are due 'a 
refund' and then offering a link to 'process the payment'. 

These emails are not from TV Licencing and anyone following the link will be 
taken to a fake version of the TV Licencing website which will attempt to gather 
personal and financial details. 

TV Licencing offer the following advice for spotting scam emails: 

Check the email contains your name – TV licensing will always include your 
name in any emails they send you. 

Check the email subject line – anything along the lines of "Action Required", 
"Security Alert", "System Upgrade", "There is a secure message waiting for you", 
and so on, should be treated as suspect 

OUR monthly round-up in conjunction with Norfolk Trading Standards of 
some of the scams currently doing the rounds and how to avoid becoming 

a victim.  

Hethersett Matters 
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Annual Christmas Event 
THIS year’s annual village Christmas Fair and sale will take place in 

Hethersett Methodist Church on Friday, 30th November from 6 pm. 

Once again local organisations and charities will be having stalls and 

raising funds for their own organisations. The event is organised by Heth-

ersett’s South Norfolk Councillor Leslie Dale in conjunction with Heth-

ersett Methodist Church Council. 

Letters have already gone out to local groups inviting them to take part. 

The event will be open to the public from 6 pm and will finish around 9 

pm. 

Check the email address – does the email address look like one that TV Licens-
ing use?  For example, donotreply@tvlicensing.co.uk. Look closely as often the 
address may be similar. 

Check for a change in style – often the scammers will take the real emails and 
amend them. Look out for changes in the wording used, especially if it seems too 
casual or familiar. 

Check for spelling and grammar – are there any spelling mistakes, missing full 
stops or other grammatical errors? 

Check the links go to the TV Licensing website – hover over the links in the 
email to see their destination and check the web address carefully. If you are not 
sure, go directly to the TV Licensing website. 

Never provide details by email – TV licensing will never ask you to reply to an 
email and provide bank details or personal information. 

You can report suspicious emails to Action Fraud using their online form or by 
telephone on 0300 123 2040. 

Rogue Trader Alert – Flyers offering driveway work. 

We are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving reports of flyers 
being hand delivered offering driveway work in the Norwich and Broadland are-
as. The flyers claim to offer a range of services and gives contact numbers but 
no further details about the business. 

When looking to have work done on or around your property only deal with repu-
table companies you have researched and chosen yourself and have obtained a 
written quotation from. 
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The following stories were taken from the web sites of Hethersett Schools: 

A Hethersett Academy student has taken the 
world of female wrestling by storm with a major 
tournament win.  

Fifteen-year-old Karama Smith (pictured oppo-
site) became the youngest ever wrestler to win 
the Bellatrix British Championship in Septem-
ber, beating the record held by legendary Nor-
wich wrestler Paige. 

Kamara has been wrestling for five years with 
World Association of Wrestling and regularly 
takes part in televised bouts and tournaments. 

She fits twice-weekly training sessions and gym 
workouts around her studies, as she prepares 
to sit her GCSEs next summer. 

Kamara, who hopes one day to become a WWE superstar in the United States, 
said: “I really enjoy wrestling – I’ve made new friends and learned new skills that 
are supporting me through my school life. 

“My advice to anyone who wants to follow their dreams is: Dreams aren’t impos-

sible.” 

World Association of Wrestling (WAW) is a British professional wrestling promo-
tion founded by Ricky Knight, Sweet Saraya and Jimmy Ocean in 1994 in Nor-
wich.  

 Hethersett School Watch 

THE artistic talents of Hethersett Academy students were showcased in 

an art exhibition in Norwich Forum at the beginning of October. 

Artwork from the Hethersett schoolwas part of the second Inspired Art 

exhibition organised by the Inspiration Trust group of schools from 

throughout Norfolk. 

Thousands of people viewed the art which was on display from October 

2nd to 5th. Schools on show were Hethersett Academy, Hewett Academy, 

Thetford Academy, Cromer Academy, Great Yarmouth Charter Academy 

and East Point Academy. 
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Sports Reports Needed 
We are happy to carry reports and results from sports clubs from 

Hethersett or with connections to the village.  

If you would like your club featured just send the details to peter-

steward@lineone.net. Photographs are particularly appreciated. 

Your help will allow us to continue to expand the coverage of sport/

leisure and fitness in our award winning village. 

STUDENTS from an Italian 
school enjoyed a taste of Eng-
lish school life in a week of 
lessons and activities at Heth-
ersett Academy. The 11-
strong group were buddied up 
with students from Year Eight 
and Year 10 for a week in 
September, accompanying 
them to all their lessons to 
experience what life at an 
English school is really like. 

They took part in form time, 
assemblies and enrichment 
activities as well as classroom 
lessons. 

PE proved a particularly popular subject, with the Italian students putting in a 
bravura performance at handball. 

Head of modern foreign languages Rebecca Irving said: “We were delighted to 
welcome the Italian students to Hethersett and our pupils went out of their way to 
make their guests feel at home. 

“Both groups of students got a huge amount out of getting to know about each 
other’s cultures.” 

 Hethersett School Watch 
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From the Press Bench 

Virtual Fire Breathing Dragons 
THE Eastern Daily Press newspaper covered a “groundbreaking virtual reality 
project” which features a new game from a Hethersett man. 

Shoppers in Norwich city centre were able to take on the role of a dragon at The 
Forum on October 14th as young entrepreneurs Alex Spackman and James 
Baxter presented ‘A Dragon’s Tale’. 

The game allows players to flap their arms and swoop through the air by donning 
a headset, an ability that has so far evaded the majority of VR technology. 

Mr Spackman, who lives in Hethersett and recently graduated fromDe Montfort 
University with a games programming degree, explained why the creation stands 
out. 

“One big limitation of existing VR is that you can’t go very far,” he said. “At the 
moment you can get around by pointing, holding down a button or walking 
around, but you are limited by room space. 

“We wanted to break the mould and find a way for people to be free, to explore 
big open spaces - something which hasn’t been done before. 

“You don’t have to move. You can just flap your arms to fly and squeeze the con-
trollers to swoop around.” he told the EDP. 

Woman Fights For Her Life 

A 21-year-old woman from Aylsham was left fighting for her life after being in-
volved in an accident close to the Station Lane junction at Ketteringham on the 
Hethersett bypass section of the A11. 

Laura Bocking was initially taken to the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital 
but was transferred to a specialist spinal unit in Sheffield after sustaining life 
changing injuries in the crash on October 11th, the EDP reported.  

Police have appealed for witnesses to the crash that happened at 8.30pm. Miss 

Bocking was driving in a white Vauxhall Corsa.  

The occupants of a black Renault Clio, a man and woman aged in their 20s from 
Norwich, were arrested on suspicion of burglary and causing serious injury by 
dangerous driving.  
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From the Press Bench 

Hall Residents Visit New Cafe 

Six residents from Hethersett Hall care home were amongst those who attended 
a new community café in Norwich. The Hammerton Court Community Café is 
based at Norwich’s Julian Hospital wrote the Eastern Daily Press. 

The cafe initiative is being led by Age UK Norwich, an independent charity, and 
opens from 11 am to 1 pm on the third Wednesday of every month. It is being 
supported by the Norfolk and Suffolk Foundation Trust (NSFT) which runs the 
Julian Hospital. 

The community cafe is open to all and anyone can just pop along, but it is partic-
ularly suitable for people, of any age group, who are lonely or who have a diag-
nosis of dementia or a functional mental illness such as depression, schizophre-
nia, mood disorders or anxiety, and their carers.  

The next session will take place on Wednesday, November 21st, from 11 am to1 
pm.  

________________________________________________________________ 

THIS photograph was taken looking across the fields from Station Lane towards the 

parish church on a very warm Sunday in October. 
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Below are the contact details for people you may want to get in touch with on 
village matters: 

Member of Parliament 

Our MP is Richard Bacon who can be contacted through the following: 

Email - Richard@richardbacon.org.uk. 

Address: Grasmere, Denmark Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4LE. 

Telephone: 01379 642097 

Web site: www.richardbacon.org.uk 

Facebook - Bacon4SouthNorfolk 

Twitter - @Bacon4SNorfolk 

Norfolk County Council 

Our Norfolk County Council representative is David Bills who can be contacted 
on 01603 813041. 

South Norfolk Council 

Our South Norfolk Council representatives are Leslie Dale and David Bills. 
Leslie can be contacted on 01603 810952. David can be contacted on 01603 
813041. 

Hethersett Parish Council 

Clerk to the council Annette Palmer can be contacted on 01603 810915. Parish 
council chairman Adrienne Quinlan can be contacted on 01603 814379. 

The Parish Council usually meets on the third Monday of each month at the Vil-
lage Hall. The planning committee meets on the first and third Monday 
(depending on planning applications).  

Agendas of meetings are displayed on village noticeboards at Churchfields, 
Hethersett Library, Hethersett Post Office, the Memorial Playing Field, and Heth-
ersett Village Hall. Copies of minutes are held at the library or are available from 
the clerk. The parish council office is open at the Village Hall (upstairs) on Mon-
day and Thursday mornings between 10am and 12noon 

Email: hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Website – hethersettpc.info 

Council/Government Contact Numbers 
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www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 
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The Scott Willoughby Column 

Perhaps Time Will Tell? 
Shabby, a mess and a disgrace are just some of the words used to describe the 

entrance to Steeple Tower. 

We have been assured by Taylor-Wimpey that work is imminent on sprucing up 

and repairing one of the major entrances to our village - but sadly the wait goes 

on. 

Hethersett Parish Council has repeatedly called for improvements to the brick-

work and a general tidy up 

and has been assured that the 

developers will be undertaking 

the work with financial support 

from South Norfolk Council. 

But another month has gone 

by without any improvements 

and things seem to be further 

deteriorating. When it comes 

to making improvements, 

righting wrongs or generally 

tidying up messes, the wheels 
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certainly grind very 

slowly.  

It is good to see, how-

ever, that the errone-

ous road signs sug-

gesting that Wymond-

ham is part of Heth-

ersett and Hethersett 

is part of Wymond-

ham have been al-

tered and are now in 

their proper place on 

the B1172. 

 

                                 *                               *                        * 

Speeding in the village has been a problem for many years but is only likely to 

get worse as we increase in size. New Road is a particularly long and straight 

road and can be prone to irresponsible driving. This month I personally saw a 

taxi driving at what I would estimate to be closer to 50 than 30 mph. It is very 

sad that to date not enough people have come forward to support a community 

speedwatch initiative. 

Full training will be given  for anyone wanting to help monitor speeds in the vil-

lage and this does seem to be one initiative that community-minded people 

should be seriously thinking about being part of. 

Along with speeding, parking is also something that is causing problems with 

vehicles seemingly left wherever motorists feel like dumping them. Again this 

will only get worse unless some serious changes are made to parking re-

strictions in the village. This will need a concerted effort and support from a 

number of local councils and individuals who really do “want to make a differ-

ence” in our village. 

The Scott Willoughby Column 



 

Hethersett Herald                  43                    November 2018 

Hethersett Hedgehogs with Connie Tindale 

Winter Comes A Creeping 
WINTER has crept in much more quickly than it did last year. Then, many 
hedgehogs did not consider going into hibernation until after Christmas but this 
year they are already disappearing into their winter homes to settle down until 
the spring. There are several hedgehog houses of various designs in the garden 
so there are plenty of desirable residences at their disposal.  

All this is fine for the big fat healthy hedgehogs that managed to find food and 
water regularly throughout the blistering hot dry summer but it is deadly for skin-
ny hedgehogs or the autumn juveniles that are just too small to survive. Despite 
their smallness they will still follow their innate senses and do everything they 
can to find a snug home to go to sleep for 
several months. Unfortunately this is a com-
fortable way to commit suicide as they simply 
will not wake up again but will drift from un-
consciousness into death. 

The feeding stations in the garden are now 
largely ignored and much of the food is still 
there in the mornings. We have cut down on 
the amounts that we put out though and will 
continue to put the food out for as long as 
there is any sign on activity. We had to stop 
putting wet cat food out as we had a maraud-
ing feline visitor that would go to any lengths 
to get to the food and would clear every 

scrap 
overnight in repeated visits. We do not 
believe it is a stray as we have never 
seen it in daylight but have almost come 
to respect its Houdini act. 

Our decision not to accept any more tiny 
hedgehogs lasted all of about two days 
until we received a phone call from 
Chapelfield Vets in Wymondham saying 
that they had a tiny but feisty 80 gm 
hoglet that was in desperate need of 
someone to look after it. As it was very 
active it showed that it had the will to live 
which these tiny creatures need to sur-

All you can see of Houdini is his 

back feet sticking out of the feeding 

station. The hedgehog just ignores 

him. 

Hector and Hercules. 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs 

vive. Naturally we 
accepted it and 
named him Hector. 
This was followed by 
a plea from a family 
in Diss who had 
found one that was 
larger and quieter 
but needed help. At 
first this one lost 
weight rapidly but 
then it decided that 
life was worth living 
and gained a good 
appetite. We called 
him Hercules which 
proved very apt as 
he is now making a 
Herculean attempt to 
hibernate. He has 
more than doubled 
his weight to 250 gm 
but he needs at least 
another 200 gm of fat 
to make it. Once they 
decide they are go-
ing to sleep it is very 
very hard to deter 
them and almost im-
possible to pull them 
out of it once they 
succeed. 

Because the hoglets 
were so tiny and vul-
nerable we housed 
them in my study which now smells as bad as skunk house in a zoo. Hedgehog 
poos can sometimes make your eyes water with their intense aroma but if we 
can get them through the winter it will have all been worthwhile. Please keep 
topping up the water dishes. Puddles tend to dry up very quickly. 
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Groups and Societies 
Hethersett Horticultural Society 

At Hethersett and District Horticultural Society’s meeting on Wednesday19th 
September Simon White of Peter Beales’ Roses brought his “A to Z of Roses”. 

Having first outlined the somewhat sad circumstances of the recent ownerships 
of Peter Beales’ Roses, Simon, the Attleborough site Sales Manager, went on to, 
not only go through a multitude of species and cultivars of roses, but to advise on 
how to get best results from our plants. 

Twice yearly a fertiliser dressing or a product like “Top Rose” should be applied 
and reinforced with occasional liquid feeds such as “Tomorite”, “Maxicrop” or a 
very expensive but very effective product, “Uncle Tom”, sprayed on at fortnightly 
intervals. 

Interspersed with Simon’s copious notes on examples of the Beales’ range of 
floribundas, clusters, climbers, hybrid perpetuals and ramblers; we gained an 
insight into the pruning of the dead, diseased, distorted or crossed over plant 
stems, with the ideal of a wine glass shaped plant evolving. “Prune hard” Simon 
said, “They always come back!”. 

Simon’s final tip was to alternate the disease and bug treatment to avoid these 
problems becoming immune to any one regime. 

The society meets on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall, 
Great Melton Road, Hethersett. All are welcome - occasional visitors are charged 
£1.50; refreshments are included. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 17th October. Tim Fuller will talk about 
“Ground-cover” and on Wednesday 21st November, John Innes’ Dr Anne Ed-
wards will tell of “Test Tubes and Travels in Tanzania.” 

At the meeting on Wednesday 17th October Tim Fuller discussed 27 potential 
“Ground Cover” plants. 

The cardinal point which came over to your scribe, who has an aversion to weed-
ing, is for the gardener looking after display beds to decide whether to go for al-
most total Ground Cover, also acting as a mulch against weeds, or to go for soli-
tary flowering plants and shrubs and accept the need for regular weeding. 

During his very informative talk, Tim covered the attributes of each of the 27 
plants without using notes. Your scribe, now totally convinced of the virtues of 
Ground Cover, was sold again, on the concept of Ground Cover plus a series of 
Star Performers, carefully planned to bring colour to the beds over the flowering 
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season. Upon reflection, our experts thought that a bed of dark grasses of the 
Ophiopogon family with Anemone “Nemorosa,” “Salvia Amethyst,” “Geranium 
Light Dilys” and “Campanula Variegated Poscharskyana” would provide year 
round interest. For those needing a border, “Box,” or “Cotoneaster with Sweet 
Peas” were a further thought. 

Leslie Dale, Committee Secretary 

_____________________________________ 

Hethersett Environmental Action Team 

The next village litter pick organized by HEAT will take place on November 10th. 
The area around the village sign has been “neglected” over the past few months 
due to the hot weather throughout the summer which has prevented any plant-
ing from taking place.  

A provisional date of June 30th, 2019, has been set for the Hethersett Open 
Gardens event. 

_____________________________________ 

Hethersett Parish Council 

Hethersett Parish Council is supporting the idea of enlarging the village hall in 
Back Lane to provide additional rooms for a number of uses that could include a 
parish office. Other improvements could include additional kitchen facilities and 
improved disabled facilities. 

Council chairman Adrienne Quinlan and vice-chairman Stephen Slack will be 
laying a wreath on behalf of the parish council at the annual village remem-
brance service on Sunday, 11th November. 

The village is looking for a new parish councillor following the retirement of for-
mer chairman Jacky Sutton. The position will be advertised. Anyone interested 
in applying to be co-opted to the council should contact parish clerk Annette 
Palmer on 01603 810915 from whom further details of what the role involves 
can also be obtained. Elections for the council will take place on May 2nd, 2019. 

The next full council meeting will take place on November 19th at 7.30 pm in 
Hethersett Village Hall. Planning Committee meetings with take place on No-
vember 5th and 19th at 7 pm. The December full council meeting will take place 
on December 17th with planning committee meetings on the 3rd and 17th. 

Groups and Societies 
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Groups and Societies 

Heart of Hethersett 

Support Group 
‘Listening to those who have lost loved ones or 

are experiencing anxiety and depression.’ 

“Deep in earth my love is lying 

And I must weep alone.” 

Edgar Allan Poe 

Supported by Ivan Fisher Funeral Homes 

Please come along and share a tea or coffee with us. For all ages  

Anyone wanting more information or to be part of the group can contact Ste-

phen on Mobile: 07808 329102 or via e-mail at  

stephen.baxter@broadlandgroup.org  

or Peter via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net.  

We meet alternate Tuesdays from 5.30 pm to 6.30 pm in the lounge at 

Woodcote Sheltered Scheme, Firs Road, Hethersett. NR9 3JD. Contact 

Stephen or Peter for a full list of meeting dates or visit our web site at  

https://heartofhethersett.weebly.com 

or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/heartofhethersett/ 

mailto:stephen.baxter@broadlandgroup.org
mailto:petersteward@lineone.net
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Groups and Societies 
WE are looking to improve and expand our groups and societies section. If you 

would like your organisation to be featured in Hethersett Herald please contact 

the editor via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net. 

Reports of events and meetings can also be sent to the above email address. 

The deadline for copy is the 15th of each month. Hethersett Herald is published 

on or around the first day of each month via the web site  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Announcement of publication is also made on social media platforms in-

cluding Facebook, Twitter and Next Door. 
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Groups and Societies 

Doctor Shows His Artefacts 
Herald Associate Editor and Hethersett Society member, Gary Wyatt, 

reviews the society’s October meeting. 

THE talk at the October meeting of the Society was given by Michael Signy, 
with the advertised title of “Archaeological Artefacts.” Dr. Signy’s name will be 
familiar, of course, to many older Hethersett residents as he was one of the 
village GPs before retirement. I wrote “advertised title” because it transpired 
Michael had a somewhat different 
talk in mind, with the actual title 
being “Repair and restoration of 
porcelain and pottery (or simi-
lar !).” 

The evening did not start well 
when it was found that there was 
an incompatibility between the 
format of the speaker’s talk on his 
memory stick and the society pro-
jector.  

Despite several people, myself 
included, attempting to solve the 
problem with various laptops, it proved impossible. Fortunately, Dr. Signy had 
brought with him a considerable number of examples from his collection of 
plates, bowls and jugs so was able to improvise a talk without the aid of his 
slides. 

His collection started whilst doing his medical training at a hospital in Tooting 
in 1959 when he used to pass a local antique shop on a regular basis. A Chi-
nese piece in the shop caught his attention and that was the start of a collec-
tion that now runs to some 600 pieces.  

One of the oddest places from whichhe added to his collection was at a village 
fete plate smashing stall, where he paid his shilling and kept a blue and white 
meat dish instead of actually smashing it!  

While building his collection, he became interested in production techniques 
and told us about how critical kiln temperature was, for example, in getting a 
good finished product. Kiln failures led to the contents being classed as 
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Groups and Societies 
‘seconds’, and the size of the kilns 
meant that several hundred pieces 
may have had to be classed as such 
each time there was a failure. These 
seconds were sold to tinkers and ped-
dlers by the boxful, or were sold to 
staff, and are still available at much 
lower cost than items deemed to be 
perfect. Michael learned a lot about 
this at the Worcester factory in partic-
ular when he met John Sandon, who 
will be known to watchers of the 
‘Antiques Road Show’ where John 
and his father often feature. Unlike 
many collectors, Michael includes seconds in his collection. 

Moving on to repairs, he described the very skilful technique of stapling across 
cracks or breaks which was developed in China centuries ago.  

This involves drilling two holes either side of the break to a very precise diame-
ter and depth and inserting a hot staple, which contracts on cooling and thus 
tightens.  

A more aesthetically pleasing repair technique was developed by the Japanese 
involving a glue made from tree sap. This, of course, was much less visible that 
stapling, but perhaps not as secure. Handles on cups and jugs seem to have 
been the most common form of damage, as they are particularly vulnerable and 
Michael brought a number of examples of this type of repair.  

Original handles were often replaced completely with metal versions, perhaps 
more practical but vastly reducing the value from a modern collector’s point of 
view. Michael showed us an invoice from Bevan & Co, London, dating from 
1832 and detailing a long list of repairs for a customer, so such repairs have 
been going on a long time. 

In the circumstances, the speaker is to be praised for producing an interesting 
evening, enjoyed by all present. 

The next meeting of the society is on Monday 12th November at 7.30 pm in the 
Methodist Church meeting hall, when the talk will be “The World Land Trust,” 
given by Daniel Bradbury. Non-members are welcome to any meeting for a £2 
charge but membership for the full year is only £7. 
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Hethersett Herald 
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically in the first week 

of each month via the Hethersett Village web site at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publica-

tion providing news, views and information about Hethersett. It 

has no affiliation to any specific group, organisation or political 

party. 

Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These 

can be e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net.  

Everyone who works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so 

on a voluntary and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from any-

one who would like to help us increase and improve our coverage 

of village life. Views expressed are those of the individual authors. 

Herald Team 

Editor - Peter Steward 

Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Gary Wyatt. 

Proof Reader - Anne Steward. 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this edition of Heth-

ersett Herald. If you have enjoyed reading this e-magazine please 

pass on details to friends and relatives so that we can increase 

our readership. 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On  

The following are just some of the events taking place in Hethersett 
in November. If you have an event you would like to see featured in 
Hethersett Herald, please send details including its date, time and 

venue to the following email address:  

 

petersteward@lineone.net 

 

Saturday 3rd - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall 
from 10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 3rd - Fireworks and Bonfire at Crusaders Rugby Club from 6 pm. 

Saturday 3rd - Fireworks at Hethersett Hall Care Home from 6 pm. 

Tuesday 6th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village Hall. 

Wednesday 7th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group 
meets in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available from 
Tina Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Wednesday 7th - Rheumatoid in Norfolk Group (The RiNG) meets in Heth-
ersett Village Hall, 2-4 pm. Rodney Davis on the Lions Clubs. 

Thursday 8th - Hethersett and Tas Valley Cricket Club annual general meet-
ing, Park Farm Hotel, 7 pm. 

Saturday 10th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 10th - Stella School of Dance quiz evening in Hethersett Village 
Hall. 

Sunday 11th - Annual Hethersett Remembrance Sunday. Around the war me-
morial from 10.45 am followed by service inside the church. Marks the cen-
tenary of the end of the First World War. 

Sunday 11th - Hethersett Village Screen presents Journey’s End, Hethersett 
Village Hall, 3 pm. 

Monday 12th - Hethersett Pensioners’ Association, Methodist Church Hall, 2 
pm. Norfolk Wildlife Trust on Nature Reserves and Wildlife. 
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Tuesday 13th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village Hall. 

Tuesday 13th - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the lounge 
of Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm. All welcome, 
light refreshments available free of charge. 

Tuesday 13th - Display of plans for extension to Hethersett VC Junior School, 
3-6.30 pm in the school in Queen’s Road. 

Wednesday 14th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group meets in 
the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available from Tina 
Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Saturday 17th - Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
10.30 am until midday. 

Monday 19th - Hethersett Parish Council meeting, Hethersett Village Hall, 
7.30 pm, preceded by planning committee. 

Tuesday 20th - Hethersett Dementia Group monthly café. Hethersett Method-
ist Church Hall, 10 am - midday. 

Tuesday 20th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village Hall. 

Wednesday 21st - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group meets in 
the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available from Tina 
Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Saturday 24th- Shoppers’ coffee in Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 
10.30 am until midday. 

Saturday 24th - Old Hall School Christmas Fair. 

Tuesday 27th - Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the lounge 
of Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm. All welcome, 
light refreshments available free of charge. 

Tuesday 27th - First Steps pre-school group meets in Hethersett Village Hall. 

Wednesday 28th - Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group meets in 
the Methodist Church Hall from 10 am. Further details available from Tina 
Greenhalgh on 810364. 

Thursday 29th - Talk on Jane Austin at Hethersett Library, 5.30 pm. 

Friday November 30th - Annual Village Christmas Event and Sale, Heth-
ersett Methodist Church from 6 pm. 

Friday November 30th - Hethersett Hawks Christmas Party and annual 
presentation evening, Hethersett Social Club. 
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Lighting Up The Skies 
WE have details of two bonfire//firework events coming up. 

Crusaders Rugby Club will be celebrating Bonfire Night . The event 
runs from 6 to 10.45 pm on Saturday, 3rd November and there will 

be stalls and refreshments. 

Hethersett Hall Care Home will also be marking Bonfire Night on 3rd 

November from 6 until 10 pm.  

The evening of entertainment will feature the Ragroof Players, a fire-
work display, fire dancers, a buffet and refreshments. All are wel-

come. 

 

New Exercise Class 
A NEW exercise class is being 

launched in Hethersett Village Hall 

on Monday mornings. 

Burn Energy and Tone  (BEAT) 

has been set-up by Hethersett 

mum Kerry MacRae who explained 

the rationale behind it: 

“After recently having a baby I 

know how hard it is to fit exercise 

into my daily routine and also how 

difficult it is to find the motivation to 

exercise alone. 

“That is why I have created BEAT; 

a fun and friendly exercise class that allows people to bring along their babies. I 

welcome all ages and abilities,” she said. 
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Cringleford & Hethersett  

Flower Club 

Open Meeting 

National Demonstrator Nick 

Grounds 

Presents “Bah Humbug” 

Monday, 26
th

 November – 7.30 pm 

(doors open  at 7.00 pm) 

Hethersett Village Hall, 

Back Lane, Hethersett NR9 3JJ 

Tickets: Visitors £15, Members £10  

includes wine and finger buffet 

Stalls and Raffle  

For tickets contact: Anna McEwan on 

01603 456557 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On  

Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club  By Jenny Walpole 

Events for the remainder of 2018: 

26th November - Nick Grounds “Bah-Hum Bug (see poster on page 

55). 

We generally meet on the fourth Monday of the month (Bank holidays 

usually the third Monday) at Hethersett Village Hall, 7.30 pm.  

We have a qualified demonstrator and you have the chance to win one 

of the arrangements via a raffle at the end of the evening.  

Our membership for a full year is only £25 and we welcome visitors at a 

cost of £5 per normal meeting. We are also on Facebook - Cringleford-

Hethersett-Flower-Club. 

______________________________________________________________ 

HETHERSETT SOCIAL CLUB 

Hethersett Social Club opening times are as follows: 

Mondays - Closed 

Tuesdays - 7-11 pm 

Wednesdays - 7-11 pm 

Thursdays - 7-11 pm 

Fridays - 5-11.30pm 

Saturdays - Noon to Midnight 

Sundays - Noon to 6 pm 
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Jane Austin Talk 

The next event being organised by the 
Friends group will be a talk about Jane 
Austin on Thursday November 29th 
from 5.30 pm. Admission is £2.50 and 
refreshments will be provided. 

Regular Evenst 

Bounce and Rhyme Time has returned 
to Hethersett Library. Wymondham and 
Hethersett Children's Centre will be 
hosting sessions each Friday through 
to 7th December.  

Library Opening Hours 

The library will now be staffed on the 
following days and hours: 

Monday: 1.30-7 pm 
Tuesday: Open Access Only 
Wednesday: 11 am - 7 pm 
Thursday: 1.30-7 pm 
Friday: 1.30-7 pm 
Saturday: 11 am-4 pm 
Sunday: Open Access Only 

Open Library Users who have had their library cards activated for open access 
will now be able to gain entry to the building from 8 am until 7 pm every weekday 
and from 8 am until 4 pm on Saturdays and from 10 am until 4 pm on Sundays. 
During Open Library Hours when the building isn’t staffed residents will be able 
to return and borrow books, use computers but won’t be able to borrow CDs or 
DVDs. 

Open Library will not be available from 1 pm to 3.30 pm on Tuesday 6th Novem-
ber and Tuesday 4th December. In 2019 the library will be closed on the follow-
ing dates: 1st January  - New Year's Day, 19th April  - Good Friday, 22nd April  - 
Easter Monday, 6th May  - May Day bank holiday, 27th May  - Spring Bank Holi-
day, 26th August  - Summer Bank Holiday  

 

News From Hethersett Library 

Georgette Vale (pictured above) enter-

tained with her depiction of Lucilla 

Reeve. For a report see page 60. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  59                    November 2018 

Hethersett Herald What’s On  

Tottington Comes Back To Life 
Wymondham raconteur Georgette Vale entranced Hethersett Library with her 
depiction of Miss Lucilla Reeve. 

Georgette told the story of the wartime eviction of 800 people form the village of 
Tottington near Watton which was taken over for the creation of a battleground 
training area during the Second World War. 

Georgette also told stories from Lucilla Reeve’s very varied life which saw her 
fulfil the roles of a land agent, farmer, dowser, writer, broadcaster, and a stalwart 
of the community which was changed forever.  

Lucilla Reeve is just one of Georgette’s Norfolk depictions. Others include Edith 
Cavell, Harriet Martineau and Elizabeth Fry. 

November Events in Hethersett Library 
Thursday 1st - Book group meets from 2-3 pm. 

Friday 2nd - Lego club for children from 3.15-4.15 pm. 

Friday 2nd - Bounce and Rhyme Time for  babies and toddlers 1.45-2.30 pm. 

Monday 5th - Book group meets from 2-3 pm. 

Wednesday 7th - Walk around the village starting from outside the library and 
ending inside for refreshments, 10.30 am. 

Wednesday 7th - Colour Me Calm, 11 am to midday. 

Friday 9th Bounce and Rhyme Time. 

Friday 9th - Lego Club. 

Wednesday 14th Colour Me Calm. 

Wednesday 14th - Village Walk. 

Friday 16th - Lego Club. 

Friday 16th - Bounce and Rhyme Time. 

Wednesday 21st - Village Walk. 

Wednesday 21st - Colour Me Calm. 

Friday 23rd - Bounce and Rhyme Time. 

Friday 23rd - Lego Club. 

Wednesday 28th - Colour Me Calm. 

Wednesday 28th - Village Walk. 

Friday 30th - Lego Club. 

Friday 30th - Bounce and Rhyme Time. 
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Hethersett Herald What’s On  

OVER the years a number of Hethersett people have been helped by the Wymondham-

based Star Throwers charity. We are pleased to promote the charity’s coming Christ-

mas coffee morning in November 
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Have You Missed an Edition? 

YOU can catch up on previous editions of the Hethersett Herald by going to 

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com and following the links. Hethersett Herald is 

an independent publication for news, views and features about Hethersett and 

general articles written by residents. It is currently available only online. 

News and Features Needed 
We are always happy to receive articles and news for publication. 

With limited resources, it isn’t possible for us to cover everything that is 

going on in our village. We hope that the Herald reflects just some of the 

things that are taking place in Hethersett, but, with your help, we can ex-

pand our service. 

We are looking for news and reports on any aspect of village life. Also 

news of coming events that you would like publicised. 

We are also happy to carry features on topics not strictly related to the 

village providing they are written by a resident of either Hethersett, Great 

Melton or Little Melton. 

Reports, news, features and photographs can be sent by e-mail to  

petersteward@lineone.net or dropped off at 12, Karen Close, Hethersett. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  62                    November 2018 

Annual Presentation Time For Cricketers 

HETHERSETT and Tas Valley Cricket Club held its 

annual presentation evening at Park Farm Hotel on 

October 27th when the following awards were pre-

sented for the 2018 season. 

First team batting – Ian Bryce, First team bowling – 

Indy Nanayakkara. 

Second team batting – James Hipperson, Second 

team bowling – Andy Baker. 

Third team batting - Ross Jones, Third team bowl-

ing – Al Watts. 

Fourth team batting – Ben Way, Fourth team bowl-

ing – Abi Sutherland. 

Ladies batting – Megan Gonsalves, Ladies 

bowling – Florence Wilkinson. 

Batsman of the Year – Ian Bryce. Bowler of 

the Year – Indy Nanayakkara. 

Trophy for most ducks – Dean Parfitt. 

Catching cup – Sam Morton, Damian Fahy, 

David Mathews. 

Best Performance – Ross Hazard. 

Most Improved Player – Alex Bird. 

Young Player in adult matches – Jack Gib-

son. 

Clubman of the Year – Matt Bird. 

Player of the year – Ian Bryce. 

The club’s annual general meeting will be held at Park Farm Hotel on 

Thursday, 8th November from 7 pm. 

Top picture is Batsman of the 

Year Ian Bryce and bottom pic-

ture is Bowler of the Year Indira 

Nanayakkara 
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By Village Voice 

AFTER 26 years of in-

volvement with Hethersett 

Athletic Football Club, Pe-

ter Steward has finally 

“hung up his boots.” 

At a presentation at Park 

Farm Hotel, current chair-

man Neal Luther paid trib-

ute to Peter’s dedication 

and innovation during 

those years. 

For more than 20 years 

Peter was chairman of the 

club, being the first person 

to fill that role. With former 

club secretary, Mel Per-

kins, he developed Hethersett Athletic into one of the foremost amateur clubs in 

Norfolk and was instrumental in them obtaining National Football Association-

charter standard status and becoming the joint first club in Norfolk to be award-

ed Community Charter status. 

As well as his chairmanship, Peter launched and developed the club’s web site 

and kept the players’ and club statistics up to date as well as providing regular 

reports of club activities to the local press. Before his retirement he fulfilled the 

role of assistant secretary. For many years he coached youth teams at the club, 

taking one team from Under-10 level up to adult football. 

In recognition of his long standing service, he was awarded this year’s Lee 

Thompson Memorial Trophy - only the second person to be given the trophy 

twice (founder Mel Perkins being the other). He was also presented with tickets 

for next year’s cricket world cup by the current club secretary Wayne Johnson. 

Peter is also an honorary life member of the club. In his reply to Neal and 

Presentation to Former Chairman 

Current Hethersett Athletioc chairman Neal Luther 

presents the Lee Thompson Memorial Shield to 

former chairman Peter Steward with club secretary 

Wayne Johnson looking on. 
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Wayne’s tributes Peter talked about his many mem-

ories of the club and its successes over more than 

two decades and said one of his few regrets was 

the demise of ladies football which many had 

worked so hard to establish and which had been so 

successful. 

Over the years Hethersett Athletic has given com-

petitive football to hundreds of youngsters of all ag-

es with many of them going on to play adult football. 

Hethersett Athletic was awarded the National FA 

Charter in 2002, the National FA Community Char-

ter in 2003, 2007 and 2012 and was named Norfolk 

FA Community Charter Club of the Year in 2009. The club was founded in 1991 

by Mel Perkins with just one youth team and affiliated to Hethersett Jubilee 

Youth Club. It changed its name from Hethersett Jubilee to Hethersett Athletic 

when it went fully independent in 1995. 

Betty and Jill Remembered 
Funeral services to two well known Hethersett ladies have taken place in Heth-

ersett and Hampshire. 

Betty Smith was described as “a very kind, modest and independent lady who 

contributed much to the church life in Hethersett.” She served in the Auxiliary 

Technical Service (ATS) during the Second World War and then travelled the 

country as part of a mobile NHS radiography unit. She moved to Hethersett in 

1963 and became involved in church life, becoming secretary of the Communi-

cants Guild and organising holidays and social events. She took part in the vil-

lage’s first pantomime in 1970 and was a cast member for 25 years before be-

coming a part of the front of house team. 

Jill Dobson’s funeral took place in Hampshire. Jill previously lived in Hethersett 

and was a leading member of St Remigius Church, being Parochial Church 

Council secretary in the 1960s, a Sunday School teacher and member of the 

church choir. She was a member of the pantomime group and scorer for Heth-

ersett Cricket Club. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  65                    November 2018 



 

Hethersett Herald                  66                    November 2018 

Hethersett Hawks’ Diary with Mel Perkins 

HETHERSETT Hawks/Myhill Decorators competed in the second leg of the 
South-East and Eastern Cup at Great Blakenham and turned in some good per-

formances. The first team narrow-
ly pushed Norwich into last place 
while having no answer to the 
home side. The division two side 
consolidated their position in the 
lead of the group.  

Scores - Division One - Great 
Blakenham 101, Hethersett 84, 
Norwich 83. 

Division Two - Hethersett 103, 
Norwich 89, Great Blakenham 75.  

Owen Wells finished fourth in the 
regional junior grand prix at Kes-
grave  

The photographs on this page 
were taken during the competition 
by Jenny Melvin and used with 
her permission. 

Hawks reached the final of the 
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South East and Eastern Division Two Knockout Cup by making it three wins out 
of three in the final leg at Eaton Park. The match was abandoned with two races 
to go due to an on-track long-term injury delay but Hawks were already in an 
unassailable position. Owen Wells continued to impress and new signing Ben 
Loombe rolled back the years after his eight-year absence. Also impressive was 
first-year rider Charlie Lyth and David Adams used all his experience too. 

Scores - Hethersett 88, Norwich 85, Great Blakenham 75. Hethersett scorers -B. 
Loombe 17, D. Adams 16, O. Wells 16, P. Delaiche 13, C. Lith 13, K. Adams 9, 
S. Kell 4. 

The corresponding Division One cup leg was hard-fought and entertaining. 
Blakenham, with British Champion Josh Brooke unbeaten, just did enough to 
ensure their place in the final as Hethersett pushed them all the way. Acting 
manager for the day Liam Webster was a superb role model leading the team 
and Olly Buxton as always was in the thick of the action. The teamwork of Harley 
Hamill was also a high spot. 

Scores - Great Blakenham 94, Hethersett 92, Norwich 82. Hethersett scorers - 
O. Wells 19, L. Webster 18, H. Hamill 18, B. Loombe 16, O. Buxton 9, D. Adams 
8, P. Delaiche 2, C. Lyth 2. 

Hawks brought down the curtain on weekend racing at the Memorial Playing 
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Field for 2018 by staging a successful Hethersett Charity Cup, sponsored by 
Breckland Autos. With half the field travelling from outside the county, it was very 
competitive and former winner Ashley Hill from Ipswich regained the cup after a 
race-off with veteran Craig Marchant from Leicester. Home favourite Liam Web-
ster was in good form and got himself into a race-off for third place but the Ips-
wich rider Richard Fellgett showed him a clean pair of wheels to leave Webster 
in fourth place. Neil Hollbeon from Hellingly was presented with the Most Enter-
taining Rider award, presented in memory of ex-Hawk Colin Chamberlain who 
passed away in July. 

Liam Webster gained some consolation by beating holder Leigh Cossey in a 
race-off for the Hethersett Senior Club Championship. Owen Wells finished third 
but the previous day went one better in the final Under-18 regional grand prix at 
Ipswich. Shaun Kell and sister Josie also came runners-up in Under-10s and 
Girls while Daniel Longlands and Paul Delaiche finished fourth and fifth respec-
tively in the Under-18s. 

Hawks almost had the perfect ending to their 2018 season in the South East and 
Eastern Division Two Cup Final at Eaton Park. League champions Kesgrave had 
the early lead but a 6-4 win by Liam Webster and Glyn Morgan put Hawks in 
front at heat 11. A further 6-4 win by Harley Hamill and Owen Wells in heat 14 
extended the lead. Disaster struck in the penultimate heat with Ray Pyle and 
Tyler Brinkhoff allowed to take a 7-3 and put  Kesgrave in front. Lewis Brinkhoff 
made no mistake in the last race to secure Kesgrave a one point victory. 

Kesgrave 80, Hethersett 79. Hethersett scorers - L. Webster 21, H. Hamill 20, G. 
Morgan 14, B. Loombe 8, D. Adams 6, O. Wells 5, D. Butler 5. 

Sports Association Meets 
THE latest meeting of Hethersett and the Meltons’ Sports Associa-

tion received reports from its member clubs and discussed sport, 

health, well being and fitness in Hethersett, Little Melton and Great 

Melton. 

The association meets quarterly in Park Farm Hotel with the next 

meeting being the annual general meeting on January 16th, 2019. 

Membership for clubs is just £5 per year and free for individuals 

who either live or work in Hethersett. 


