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An Education Revolution 
WHEN  Hethersett schools re-opened for the new term in September, the vil-

lage education map looked very different and not just because of the new so-

cial distancing rules caused by Covid. In a major article we look at education in 

Hethersett in the past, the present and the future. 

A REVOLUTION is shaping the future of educa-

tion in Hethersett with the biggest shake-up since 

schooling became compulsory in 1880. 

A new school building and two major building pro-

jects have turned the village’s three schools into 

modern and top class places of learning and it’s 

all a far cry from some of the cramped conditions 

of the past. 

The multi-million pound schemes have ensured 

that Hethersett stands at the cutting edge of edu-

cation in South Norfolk and further afield. 

The biggest change has been at Woodside Prima-

ry and Nursery School which has moved from its 

previous cramped site in Firs Road to a new two storey building in Coachmakers 

Way on the new North Hethersett development (pictured above). 

Hethersett now has the luxury of two primary schools. The second is in Queen’s 

Road where an extensive building programme is also well underway. Add to that 

major building work and improvements at Hethersett Academy and it all adds up 

to a revolution. Turn to page to see just what the changes and improvements are 

being made and also to read about the history of education in Hethersett. 

King’s Head to 

re-open in  

November—

See Page 4. 

Picture: Sarah Lawrence 
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A Message From The Editor 

Hello and welcome to the October 2020 Hethersett Herald 
which once again celebrates our village as we continue to 
claw our way back to some kind of normality. 

The beginning of the month saw Hethersett Library re-
opening its doors with a few changes. The PACT Charity 
shop re-opened, but it is in the field of education that the 
biggest changes have occurred. 

I don’t think it is exaggerating to claim that 2020 has brought 
the biggest revolution in village education since compulsory 
schooling was implemented. 

We have a brand new primary school, a second primary 
school with a major building project underway and massive changes at 
Hethersett Academy. 

In this edition we met up with Gareth Stevens at the Academy and you can 
see a report of that visit in our pictorial feature starting on page five.  

It is such a shame that Hethersett’s other school—the independent Heth-
ersett Old Hall—is no longer in existence. Nevertheless we can still be 
proud of being trendsetters in Norfolk education. 

This edition marks a landmark for Hethersett Herald as it completes five 
years of the publication. Our first edition hit the internet in November 2015 

That publication ran to just 12 pages and its main story was the theft of 
lead from the parish church’s roof. Since then we have grown and grown 
to our recent level of well over 120 pages each edition. 

If you are a new reader, you might like to know that back copies of the Her-
ald are available at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com. 

In this edition we also begin a new occasional feature which we have 
called “Both Sides Now.” It’s a simple concept. We take a current topic that 
has aroused controversy and we look at both sides of the argument be-
cause, as they always say, “there is no absolute black and white but often 
many shades of grey.” 

I hope you find this our fifth birthday edition of Hethersett Herald enjoya-
ble, entertaining and informative and as always if you have any news about 
or from the village please get in touch. 

Peter 
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Kings’ Head To Re-Open 

HETHERSETT received a massive shot in the arm this month with news that 
the King’s Head is set to re-open in early November. 

The lease of the pub is being taken over by a man likely to be known to many 
people. Justin Harvey has been in charge at the equally historic Wymondham 
Green Dragon for over 10 years and will be overseeing the running of the King’s 
Head with Ben Woof taking over as landlord. 

Justin announced the news on Facebook with the words:  “We are hoping to 
open early November. We have lots of plans and it will be re-decorated inside 
and out early next year.”  

The King’s Head shut its doors in July, 2019, with the sudden departure of land-
lord and landlady Greg and Lisa Snowden.  

The pub is owned by Ei  Publican Partnerships. A number of months ago it was 
announced that the new landlords would be a fledgling company Norfolk Table 
but their plans fell through. 
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As soon as the announce-
ment was made local peo-
ple took to Facebook and 
Social Media to voice their 
excitement and approval 
of the announcement: 

“This is great news. The 
Green Dragon is a lovely 
pub with really nice food,” 
and  “it will be great to 
have you in Hethersett” 
were typical of the com-
ments. 

Justin told us that he and 
Ben were “excited” by the 
thought of taking over an-
other historic pub. 

“I was looking for some-
where close enough but 
that wouldn’t take away 
trade from the Green 
Dragon,” he said adding 
that the King’s Head with 
its additional space fitted Wymondham Green Dragon 

Justin Harvey pictured at Wymondham Green Dragon—photo courtesy of Archant 
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the bill perfectly. 

When the King’s re-opens in November it will be for drinks only but customers 
will be allowed to arrange the delivery of takeaways to accompany them. Justin 
is also hoping to arrange for some street food to be available from the car park. 

The King’s will then close again in January whilst it is decorated both inside and 
out and the re-open with a full restaurant service. 

There are also big plans to rejuvenate the garden with hanging baskets including 
plants grown on site and the pub will be dog friendly. 

Justin and Ben have big plans for making the King’s a community pub with 
events such as beer festivals, music evenings, quizzes and much more. They 
are already planning to bring bar billiards in. 

There will be new signage and eventually a new wooden floor in the main bar. 
And Justin has promised to complement the other Ei owned pub in the village—
the Queen’s Head - by having different beers and lagers and a different menu. 

Justin said he wasn’t too worried about Covid restrictions as he would have a lot 
more space at the King’s than at the Green Dragon. 

We will have more information on the re-opening of the King’s Head and Justin 
and Ben in next months Herald which is due out just before the pub’s re-
opening. The photograph on page 16 is courtesy of Archant and used with their 
permission. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Statue —Yes That’s Me* 
You may have seen about the statue of Alan Partridge 

which made an appearance in Norwich for a few days 

towards the end of the month. It started us thinking 

whether we should have a statue in Hethersett and, if 

so, who to. 

Strikes us the biggest celebrities at the moment are 

Derek the pony and his brother Rodney. 

If you have an suggestions of who and where we should 

have a statue please let is know and we will turn it into a 

fun feature in the next Hethersett Herald. 

* - That’s a very bad pun on the word statue and also on the Alan Partridge pro-

gramme Knowing Me, Knowing You—not to mention the Abba hit. 
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New Beginnings and Improvements 

HETHERSETT’S three schools will never  be the same. 

A revolution in education took place over the summer holidays that will pro-
vide more school places and improved environments and facilities at all of 
our schools. 

The most obvious change has taken place with Woodside School which has 
moved lock stock and barrel to a new site in Coachmakers Way—
exchanging a unique but cramped design in Firs Road for a brand new cus-
tom built two storey building and making it a 420 place all through primary 
school which will include a nursery for 56 children. 

Hetherset VC Primary School has a major £4 million development taking 
place which will also increase its capacity to 420 pupils with two forms per 
year. The new extension will include eight classrooms, a library, staff rooms 
and a studio hall for younger pupils. 

Meanwhile £8 million has been spent on refurbishing existing classrooms 
and facilities and building a new block with 17 classrooms, art rooms, a digi-
tal media centre and a theatre at Hethersett Academy. You can read more 
about this starting on the next page. 

The improvements are all part of a multi million pound shake-up of education 
in Hethersett, 

Hethersett’s county councillor David Bills said: “Hethersett received over £20 
million from Norfolk County Council to spend on schools and education and it 
is exciting to see what has been achieved.” 

The future of the former Woodside School building in Firs Road is still uncer-
tain. Its future will be discussed by Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet in Octo-
ber 5th when it will be decided whether the building will be “declared surplus 
to requirements.” One possible future use could be as an extra care scheme 
facility to support those needing care and support but not on a residential 
basis. To see the motion to be put before the cabinet turn to page 17. 

Hethersett Woodside School as seen across the fields from Back Lane 
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School With The Wow Factor 

A major building programme has added numerous new classrooms and state of the 

art facilties at Hethersett Academy. Peter Steward met  with former principal Gareth 

Stevens who is now Secondary Director for Inspiration Trust. 

THERE is no doubt that 
Hethersett Academy is 
the envy of many. 

Outstanding exam results 
and OFSTED reports and 
a reputation that is sec-
ond to none are testa-
ment to the way a once 
failing school has been 
turned round to become 
the envy of the county. 

But nobody at the school 
is resting on their laurels 
and a summer building 
project has further en-
hanced the school’s state of the art facilities 
as I found out when Gareth Stevens 
showed me round 

Really there is only one word that would do 
what has happened at the Academy justice 
and that word is WOW. 

I have visited numerous schools over the 
years but have never seen one with the fa-
cilities that now exist at the Academy. Virtu-
ally every turn of every corner brings some-
thing new—there are now so many facets to 
school life that my main question to Gareth 
was simple: “Is there anything a pupil at this school cannot do?” And the answer 
is a resounding no. 

Love sport: well you can play virtually everything. Love art: well there’s first rate 
facilities. Love photography: well there’s a special digital lab and even an old 
fashioned dark room. Love drama: well there are new performance areas and a 
new 200 seater theatre with massive stage. Love music: well there are comput-

The domestic science area 
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ers galore hooked up to Sibelius music 
writing software. But it doesn’t stop there 
as there are areas for peripatetic music 
and areas for supporting youngsters on a 
one to one basis. 

Then there’s a whole new library area 
which is being developed and state of the 
art machinery to help with design and tech-
nology including a bank of 3D printers. The 
list goes on and on because the improve-
ments have not been limited to the new 
building but have taken place throughout the older and existing parts of the 
school. 

The new building has already been named after legendary maths teacher Helen 
Pye who worked at the school for well over 30 years and was head of maths. It 
houses two art labs, 15 classrooms for English, Maths and Art, the 200 seater 
theatre and pristine toilets that wouldn’t be out of place in a luxury hotel. 

One of the focal points of the new building is the theatre which will be used as a 
focal point for the school’s drama section. The space can be split into two by a 
dividing wall that magically peels back to make one large room. The bleacher 
style seating disappears into a space at the back of the auditorium (all worked 
electronically as are the windows and blinds). When I was shown round carpen-
ters were still working to complete the large stage. 

When complete and when safe to do so it is hoped to use the theatre for touring 
productions, schools plays and 
musicals, talks and lectures and 
much more. 

Gareth said that originally the 
new development was due to 
take place in two separate phas-
es but  the school was able to 
save £1 million by having it all 
done in one go. 

The Academy currently has 980 
pupils and will be able to take a 
maximum of 1,150, a figure 
Gareth Stevens believes will be 
met within three years.  

The Academy will be working 
closely with the village’s two pri-
mary schools to ensure a seam-
less move for youngsters step-
ping up to secondary education. 

Theatre space at the Academy. The seats at the 

back move outwards to produce a 200 seater 

theatre and an adjoining wall also moves to 

produce a full size stage. 
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Design and Technology teacher Amy Leggoe with one of the design logos that can be 

made in just 10 minutes thanks to new technology/machinery 
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The photographic area 

The bank of 3D Printers 

The toilets are pristine 

And of course the more pupils 
you have, the more finance it 
brings in and the more facilities 
and staff can be brought in. The 
Academy has recently appoint-
ed a librarian to oversee an en-
tirely new library suite. The 
school currently has 110 mem-
bers of staff (both teaching and 
non teaching). 

A big onus is also placed on 
fitness at the school with two 
new purpose-built tennis courts 
which can also be used for net-
ball, along with rugby and foot-
ball pitches and a new long 
jump pit. Other sports such as 
table tennis and badminton are 
also catered for. The school’s 
aim is to become a centre for 
elite sport with top class coach-
ing. 

It wasn’t just the staff that were 
excited about the developments 
at the school, however, as 
Gareth explained: 

“The children were very excited 
as the building went up. They 
hadn’t experienced anything 
like it during their time at the 
school. They had seen lots of 
patching up but nothing like 
this,” he said. 

So what do you give a school 
that appears to have every-
thing? The answer is simple—a 
sixth form. Gareth would love to 
see one but at the moment 
there is a “saturation level”  of 
sixth forms in Norfolk.  

But that doesn’t rule the idea 
out at some time in the future. It 
does seem a logical move when 
so much money has been in-
vested in education in the vil-
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lage to give young people the chance to 
move through education from nursery 
school to  sixth form. 

Gareth Stevens would also like to make the 
local community more aware of the suc-
cess of the Academy: 

“We pride ourselves on being an education-
al hub and are looking forward to being a 
part of the community we serve,” he said. 

Hethersett’s County Councillor David Bills 
who is also a community governor at the Academy said: “The improvements 
and new development has given us an Academy that Hethersett can be truly 
proud of.” 

It certainly seems a long time ago when Hethersett High was looked upon as a 
failing school needing special measures. Todays Academy has something for 
everyone. I am envious of the new facilities and just wish I had them when I 
was at school all those centuries ago. 

On the left are the new tennis 

courts and above Gareth Stevens 

photographed at the front of the 

Academy. 
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History of Schooling In Hethersett 
EDUCATION and schooling in 
Hethersett owes much to the vi-
sion of a number of benefactors 
over a considerable period of 
time.  

In addition, close links with the 
church have ensured that young-
sters through the ages have en-
joyed a solid foundation in what 
is commonly known as the 3Rs.  

The foundations for this were laid 
by a number of characters whose 
shining examples stand out to-
day. Without them education in 
Hethersett would have been very 
much poorer.  

Formal paid for and non-
compulsory education began in 
the village in 1817 – over 200 
years ago.  

The first school building went up 
in the year that Venezuela be-
came an independent country 
and James Munroe was inaugu-
rated as the fifth president of the 
United States of America, the 
year that novelist Jane Austen 
died and John Constable painted 
Flatford Mill and the year in 
which there were riots in Derby-
shire by workers over low pay 
and Waterloo Bridge was opened 
in London.   

The first National School building 
in Hethersett was situated just 
across from the present Primary 
School in Queen’s Road. The 
original building was demolished 
in 1980 and today the site is a 
private bungalow, but in the front 
garden is a commemorative 
plaque.  

Education Timeline 
1817 
First National School built in Queen’s Road 
 
1850-54 
New British School built in Henstead Road 
 
1860 
New National School built on present Primary 
School site in Queen’s Road 
 
1880 
School attendance becomes compulsory 
 
1891 
Fees for elementary education abolished 
 
1935 
Hellesdon House School moves to Hethersett as 
Hethersett Old Hall School 
 
1956 
Hethersett Primary School formed (amalgamation of 
National and British). British School is sold to the 
church. 
 
1972-74 
Building and Opening of Woodside First School 
 
1978 
Hethersett Middle School formed (formerly Primary 
School) 
 
1980 
Hethersett High School opened 
 
1980 
Demolition of first National School Building 
 
2007 
Woodside First School becomes Woodside Infants 
and Hethersett Middle School becomes Hethersett 
Junior School. 

2010 

Hethersett High School becomes an Academy 

2020 

Woodside School moves to a new site as a primary 
school. The Junior School has extensive extensions 
as a primary school and Hethersett Academy opens 
new multi million pound facilities. 
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A new British School was built in Henstead Road between 1850 and 1854, just a 
few years before a major new section of the National School was put up in 1860 
on the present Primary School site.  

The building of both the British and National Schools came as a result of individ-
ual and group efforts by people, irrespective of their religious persuasion, who 
had sometimes the money and always the vision of improving the lives of others 
through education.  

Early in the 19th century, William Hughes bequeathed the sum of £300 a year 
towards the education of six children to be chosen by the village’s parish minis-
ter, the churchwardens, the overseers and the schoolmaster.  

A schoolroom was therefore erected in 1817 with funds raised by voluntary con-
tributions and the Parochial Returns for 1818 record that there were 60 children 
supported by subscription and four children educated from the income amount-
ing to eight guineas from the endowment in what became known as the National 
School.  

The village curate, the Reverend John Edwards, was one of the driving forces in 
setting up the school and this set the standard for a close relationship between 
education and the church which exists to this day.   

There was, at this time, a small girls school and Rev. Edwards observed that: 
'the poorer classes thankfully avail themselves of the means provided for the 
education of their children.'  

By 1833, 125 children attended the school. They were taught by a master and 
assistant mistress and five paid monitors. The total expenditure in salaries 
amounted to £44. 6s and the estimated annual cost of maintaining the school 
was £63 1s.  

At this time education was neither free nor compulsory. By 1861 fees at the Na-
tional School had risen and varied from one penny to sixpence per week de-
pending on the occupational status of parents.  

In 1860 the Rector of Hethersett, the Rev. William Collett, applied to the National 
Society for aid towards erecting a new mixed school measuring 53ft by 18ft to 
accommodate 120 children, with a teacher’s house attached. The site, valued at 
£92. 10s, was taken from glebe land and the cost of the new schoolroom and 
proposed teacher’s house amounted to £751 15s 6d.  A government grant of 
£280 4s was received and  £44 11s 6d was raised locally. Other substantial 
grants included £30 from the National Society.  

The new school was completed in 1861 and the original building was retained as 
an infants’ department.  

The boys’ and girls’ sections were divided in May, 1871, when the boys' section 
added more geography and history to their curriculum and took over the former 
infants and original National School building.  

It was proposed to charge 1d per week for the children of farm labourers, 2d or 
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3d for the children of gentle-
men’s servants and mechan-
ics and 6d for the children of 
small farmers. The school 
received an annual govern-
ment grant and an additional 
classroom for infants was 
added in 1883 at a cost of 
£173, raised by local sub-
scription and with local build-
ers Bailey and Son carrying 
out the work. The largest 
monetary donation was of 
£26 5/-d from the Reverend 
and Mrs. Collett. 

The building followed com-
ments by Her Majesty’s In-
spector of Schools that 'a classroom for infants would be a great improvement. ' 
This amounted to a directive and order and so the work went ahead.  

White’s Directory of 1864 describes the National School as 'a spacious brick 
building with master’s house and good playground attached which was built in 
1860 at a cost of £700 and attended by 50 children.’   

The same directory describes the British School as 'A pretty brick building in the 
pointed style, erected in 1854, and attended by 40 boys and girls and 30 in-
fants.'  In 1861 the population of the village is noted as 1,169.  

By 1883 the National School had 111 girls and infants and 66 boys on its roll. 
The average attendance was 54 boys and 84 girls and infants. The average at-
tendance at the British School was 60 mixed students.  

Much of the credit for the building of the British School must go to the efforts of 
Caroline Lindley who tirelessly raised money to provide education for both chil-
dren and adults. The original benefactor of the British School was Edward 
Lombe of Great Melton Hall who financially supported the project but died in 
1852 which is the point at which Caroline Lindley entered the story.  

She visited her brother Joseph who was the agent for Edward Lombe. Caroline 
had a great interest in the provision of education for children and, although by 
this point in her 50s and living in London, she raised sufficient capital for the 
school to be established in Henstead Road.  

Caroline Lindley was a friend of London businessman William Ellis who, despite 
having no connections with Hethersett, was to play a major part in education in 
the village.  

Ellis was manager of the Indemnity Marine Assurance Company and had a rep-
utation for integrity whilst being both successful and affluent. He had little use for 
personal extravagance and devoted a large portion of his income to education 

Hethersett National School—picture courtesy of 

Kate Bygrave 
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throughout the country.  

His wishes were for children to study Social Economy alongside the three 
Rs. This included the study of moral principles and behaviour 'leading to honest 
workmanship and reliable business dealings.'  Ellis believed these principles 
would lead to a happy and prosperous society full of industry, skill, economy, 
sobriety, honesty, punctuality, courage and fidelity.  

Ellis established schools in numerous parts of London and also in Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Leith, Manchester, Salford, Blandford, King’s Sambourne in Hamp-
shire, Dunton Bassett in Leicestershire and of course Hethersett.  

The National and British Schools worked side by side until their amalgamation in 
1951, when it proved obvious that neither of the existing schools could reach the 
standard in buildings and amenities laid down in the Education Act of 1944.  

The British School building in Henstead Road was sold to the church and the 
proceeds used to establish the Caroline Lindley Trust which is still in existence 
and gives grants for the further education of men and women aged between 18 
and 25.   

School attendance in Hethersett became compulsory with all fees for elementary 
education being abolished in 1891 

Archives also hint at the existence of shorter lived educational establishments in 
the village.   
 
In 1836, White’s Directory hints at three 'Academies' in the village. There is the 
possibility that these could have been three non-conformist schools run respec-
tively by two people with the name of Faulkner and a Thomas Matthews. No oth-
er records of these 'schools' seems to exist.  
 
An advert appeared in the local press in 1851 stating that: 'Mrs Falkard’s prepar-
atory school will open by Elizabeth Collins school mistress.' In addition the cen-
sus for 1851 mentions a private school in 'a house on the turnpike between the 
Queen’s Head and the King’s Head.'    
  
Over the years, numerous comments have been made about the lack of space 
at various schools. In 1900 a school inspection commented that at the National 
School 'The infants room is crowded and it is hoped the managers will see their 
way to enlarge it at an early date.'  
 
Some 83 years later the local Wymondham and Attleborough Mercury newspa-
per was advocating additional space for the Middle School: 'It doesn’t take a 
clairvoyant to realise that numbers will not always be falling. A decision to im-
prove the school in the near future would be a decision for common sense and 
the future well being of the children.' 
 
After being in existence for just over 100 years, the British School building be-
came the parish church hall. The National and British schools amalgamated to 
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form a primary school in 1956. This continued in existence until it became a Mid-
dle School in 1978 and then a Junior School and subsequently its current posi-
tion as a primary school. 
 
In 1956, four classrooms were completed to the north-east of the old building 
and the children from the British School were transferred as their building shut 
down.  

Today’s Primary School in Queen’s Road has a number of the original 1860 
buildings as well as a foundation stone from 1817.   

The opportunity for children to spend the years from the age of four to 16 within 
the village came about with the foundation of two new schools in the village.  
 
Woodside First School began its life in 1972 and was officially opened on Friday 
11th January, 1974, by Margaret Thatcher, who at the time was secretary of 
state for education and whom of course went on to be one of the country’s best 
known prime ministers of the twentieth century. A nursery unit was subsequently 
added to the side of the main building.  

The year 1972 also saw the opening of a swimming pool at the Middle School 
which was used not only by the children but by the wider community.  

The quartet of schools for all ages was completed in 1979 with the building of 
Hethersett High School on land in Queen’s Road adjacent to the Middle School.  

As well as the state education schools, Hethersett once boasted one of the 
country’s top independent girls schools – Hethersett Old Hall School. This was 
founded in 1928 by Mrs C. P. Andrews as a preparatory school at Hellesdon 
House near Norwich. It moved to Hethersett in 1935 and remained there until its 
closure last year.   

The above article was written by Peter Steward and is a condensed version of 
that which appeared in The Book of Hethersett. The full article is available at 
https://hethersettherald.weebly.com/education.html as part of Hethersett 
Herald’s history section. 

Surplus to Requirements? 
This is the wording of the item going before Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet 

on October 5th: 

To formally declare the Former Woodside Primary and Infant School site,  sur-

plus to County Council requirements and: (i) Instruct the Director of Property to 

dispose of the site to an extra care housing provider, or  (ii) In the event of no 

satisfactory agreement instruct the Director of Property to dispose of the prop-

erty on the open market.   
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Re-vamp For A Tired Courtyard  
  

By Rebecca Appleton and Roger Morgan 

Y 
ear One pupils at Hethersett 
VC Primary School were 
delighted with the re-vamp 
of their playground area!   

Although the finishing touches were 
delayed at the end of September 
due to the lovely autumn weather, 
the playground area for Year One is 
looking a lot brighter and more child 
friendly.   

A group of volunteer parents and the 
Year One teachers have given up a 
couple of weekends following 
the set-backs to the school’s 
building work due to Covid 19, 
which meant that the return to 
school for the pupils in Year 
One wasn’t quite as they had 
planned.   

With their class room unfin-
ished, the children have had to 
be set up in a temporary class 
room within the school and 
have been allocated the court-
yard area alongside their class 
room as their designated play 
area (although now they do 
have a designated time to use the main playground). The majority of their out-
side time, for recreational and outdoor learning, is spent there but the area was 
tired and uninspiring. 

The group of volunteers have painted fences and walls in bright colours and 
designs as well as installing planters. They have made the area safer for chil-
dren to play in by putting down bark chippings.  

The parents and teachers would like to thank the PTA who helped with funding 
some of the materials required; Ekes Farm in the village who kindly donated 
some plants and B&Q for the donations of planters and compost. The outside 
space is now a lot more child friendly, brighter and will no doubt help them in 
both learning and playing.  Fingers crossed, building work will be able to contin-
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ue at the school and the children will get to be in their new classroom in the new 
year. 

 

You can see 

how bright the 

play area is in 

our pictures on 

this and the 

previous page. 
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Grass Cutting Decision To Be Re-visited 
HETHERSETT Parish Council 
is to re-visit a decision to stop 
paying for grass cutting of the 
village churchyard. 

The July meeting of the Parish 
Council voted to stop paying 
the annual £3,300 cost of regu-
lar cuts to the grass in St Re-
migius Churchyard from next 
April when the current agree-
ment comes to an end. 

Now councillors have agreed to 
discuss the matter again after 
being contacted by a number 
of parishioners and receiving a 
letter from the Rector the Rev Derek McClean and an extensive e-mail from the 
council’s former chairman Jackie Sutton. 

In July a number of councillors felt that funding for grass cutting should stop, alt-
hough the council was split with Stephen Slack advocating discussions with the 
church authority: 

“We have responsibility for providing burial space and I think the least we should 
do is open up a dialogue with the church,” Mr Slack said. 

Councillor Paul Mallett said he would like to see the financial support end refer-
ring to it as a “significant amount of money.” 

The decision was taken following a majority vote with six councillors voting to 
stop the payments, one voting against and one abstaining,  Six councillors were 
not at the meeting. The vote decided that payments should be suspended from 
next April unless a legally binding agreement exists obliging the parish council to 
fund the grass cutting “in perpetuity.” To date no evidence of such an agreement 
has been discovered. 

At the September meeting, councillors were asked to vote on whether the matter 
should be discussed again next month in the light of representations from local 
residents. For the matter to be discussed again would have needed the approval 
of at least 10 of the 12 councillors present. Nine voted in favour of a re-
discussion and the other three abstained. 

But it was agreed that the matter should be placed on the January agenda—six 
months after the July decision was made, the first opportunity that it can be dis-
cussed again according to rules and regulations set down. 

The meeting heard from the Rector of Hethersett, the Rev Derek McClean who 
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had previously sent the council 
a letter asking for them to re-
consider and explaining the 
financial burden currently faced 
by the church.  

Rev McClean explained that 
the churchyard was quickly 
reaching its capacity. Once this 
has happened the burial 
ground and its maintenance 
would come under the auspices 
of the parish council. 

“In the last four years we have 
had an average of 10 
burials a year. In less 
than a decade we will 
be full and we would 
have to hand the grave-
yard over to the parish 
council,” he said adding 
that he was aware that 
the council has set 
aside £20,000 against 
the future purchase of 
burial land. 

He felt meeting the cost 
of grass cutting was 
part of “the civic and 
fiscal responsibility of 
the council.” 

Rev Christopher Mallett 
said many local people 
had expressed their 
dismay that the council 
felt it could no longer 
afford to foot the bill for 
grass cutting despite 
increasing the parish precept. 

He also felt it disrespectful to the memory of those who sacrificed their lives in 
the two world wars and who are remembered on the war memorial in the 
grounds of the church. 

Resident David Hall took up a similar theme: “This is more of a moral issue. 
There are lots of people buried in the churchyard who have contributed greatly 
to the village. It is disrespectful if we cannot find a small amount for the up-

The Rev Derek 

McClean—urged 

councillors to re-

consider their deci-

sion to withdrw 

funding from grass 

cutting of the parish 

churchyard 

Former council chairman Jack-

ie Sutton—”Our representa-

tives have a public duty to 

maintain parish burial 

grounds.” 
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keep,” he said. 

Former council chairman Jackie Sutton in an e-mail to the council said: “The 
support from public funds for church burial grounds is a perfectly legitimate use 
of resources regardless of the Church’s ownership of the land. Hethersett does 
not have a civic burial ground and the small support from the parish council, 
started in 1967, has ensured that Hethersett residents can still be buried in the 
parish. 

“This is a highly contentious decision that will be upsetting for many residents 
who have loved ones interred in the burial ground which includes many village 
stalwarts including previous parish councillors. 

“I am not a churchgoer nor do I want to be buried but I do believe our local gov-
ernment representatives have a public duty to maintain parish burial grounds.” 

The current arrangement for grass cutting goes back to 1967. According to the 
Rector the agreement goes back to the time when additional burial space was 
provided by the parish council.  

“As the old churchyard approached the time when its capacity would be met and 
it would be declared full, the parish council approached the Parochial Church 
Council at St Remigius to explore how to extend the churchyard to the mutual 
benefit of all. I have been led to believe that the Church sought out the land and, 
in a quid pro quo Gentleman’s Agreement the parish council would meet the an-
nual fee for the grass cutting of the whole churchyard,” he said. 

If you have any views on this issue please send them to 

petersteward@lineone.net and we will feature them in future issues. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Plea for Non Urgent Cases To Stay Away 

HETHERSETT Surgery has made a plea for people with non urgent conditions 
not to enter the building without an appointment. 

“We have had instances where patients have just wandered in with non urgent 
things, risking the safety of themselves and the staff,” said Dr Siobhan Rowe. 

“Please do not come to the surgery without an appointment or an arranged col-
lection. We have to keep you and staff safe. If people keep wandering in we will 
go back as many surgeries already have to closing the doors again. I have 
asked the staff to send patients out if they wander in unexpectedly. If we have 
an outbreak we may have to close, “ Dr Rowe added. 

The surgery will be putting notices in place—a copy of which you can see on the 
next page. The surgery has also added a photograph on its website explaining 
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how the surgery can be contacted: 

“We are always here for you but we need to also be safe in order to stay open 
for you,” Dr Rowe added. 
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Hethersett’s Big Litter Pick 

O 
VER 40 sacks of rubbish 

have been recovered from 

a litter pick in Hethersett 

When lockdown restrictions were 

relaxed the amount of litter in 

parts of the village was found to have doubled 

with the Memorial Playing Field a cause for 

particular concern. The situation was exacer-

bated because the regular monthly litter picks 

by a local environment group had to be can-

celled during lockdown. 

Now the picks are up and running and the first 

saw 49 people recover over 44 bags of rubbish 

from around the village with items ranging from mundane pieces of litter to the 

unusual which included a crutch.  

Normally the picks are organised by the Hethersett Environmental Action Team 

(HEAT) under the auspices of Hethersett Parish Council. This isn’t possible at 

the moment, however, for insurance reasons. So villagers banded together at an 

acceptable social distance to clean up the village with morning and afternoon 

picks as part of the South Norfolk Big Pick which has 20 prizes of £200 each for 

the most successful community groups. Equipment was, as usual, provided with 

full cleaning between the two picks. 

Young and old combined with many families taking part in the picks which start-

ed from the Methodist Church in the morning and from Hethersett Village Hall in 

the afternoon. 

Organiser Geoff Dyett praised the efforts of all those who took part in what he 

claimed was “the most successful pick ever in the village.” 

“The success was all down to our lovely band of volunteers. It makes me so 

proud that people want to help keep our village clean,” Mr Dyett said, before 

adding a note of caution: “It is also quite sad as it just shows how much litter 

people drop,” he added. 

Another of the pickers Hannah Harrison said: “It was such a great, positive and 
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productive day.” 

And the village spirit was alive 

and well as one of the pickers 

pointed out: “A lovely lady 

popped her head out of the 

window to thank us and offer 

us a drink,” she said. 

The bags of rubbish were then 

dealt with by the Hethersett 

Tesco Express. 

No date has been set for the 

next litter pick, however, due to 

the possible extension of Covid 

restrictions. 

You can read more about this 

in the parish council news sec-

tion on page 
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By Roger Morgan 

The Community Speed Watch 

team has been given the go 

ahead to resume its speed 

monitoring in the village.   

They will adhere to strict Covid 

19 guidelines including social 

distancing and the wearing of 

face masks. Warning signs will 

be placed at the side of the 

road and the team will wear 

fluorescent jackets to make people 

aware that a check is being carried out.   

The aim of the scheme is very much to 

raise people’s awareness of the limits 

in force and to encourage them to re-

spect the law. It is not the intention to 

‘catch’ people speeding but simply to 

get drivers to realise that there are 

speed limits in the village. 

Drivers who significantly exceed the 

speed limit will be notified by letter of 

the time and place where they were 

speeding. A second warning letter will 

be sent if the driver is seen speeding 

again anywhere in the county. Persis-

tent offenders will be visited by Norfolk 

Police. 

The team reported that in the second 

week of September, most drivers did 

respect the existing speed limits and 

drove in a responsible way.   

However, in New Road, eight drivers 

were seen exceeding the 30 mph limit, 

with one doing 41 mph. In Mill Road 

one driver was seen speeding with no 

hands on the steering wheel, dancing 

to the music on the radio.  

The team is often thanked by residents, 

pedestrians and drivers alike, for the 

good work that they are doing.  

Community Speedwatch Up and Running 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/crime/watch-your-speed-new-community-speed-watch-team-trained-up-in-horsford-1-3515980
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Hethersett Library 

Back in Action 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

HETHERSETT Library re-opened its doors to the public on Wednesday, 2nd Septem-
ber, with a few changes as we found out when we called in on the first day. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Subtle differences to the layout and appearance of Hethersett Library cannot 

detract from the fact that it’s good to have the service back again in the vil-

lage. 

The first difference is an obvious one. For the time being you will be met at 

the door by a member of staff and there will be at least two members of staff 
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on duty at all times. That is the main 

reason behind the cut in opening 

hours which for the foreseeable fu-

ture will be: 

Mondays 10 am to 1 pm 

Tuesdays Closed 

Wednesdays 10 am to 1 pm 

Thursdays 1 pm to 6 pm 

Fridays 10 am to 1 pm 

Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm 

Sundays Closed 

 

Once in the library there are arrows on the floor showing a one-way system 
used to browse books. The way the library has been laid out ensures the sys-
tem takes you past all available subjects and this is an improvement on the at 
times haphazard system of the past. 

Hand sanitisers are available but the toilet is closed at the present time. There 
are a limited number of computer terminals but these have to be booked in 
advance. 

Books can be returned in the usual 
fashion, although returns are then 
quarantined for 72 hours during 
which time they stay on your ac-
count. There is a new style terminal 
for issuing books. 

All leaflets, newspapers and errone-
ous material has been withdrawn and 
library manager Jo Shelton feels that 
this enforced “tidy up” has made the 
library look sharper. 

Face coverings have to be worn in 
the library. Overall the new set-up 
may not be ideal but it is very much a 
step in the right direction. 

The photograph on the previous 
page shows library manager Jo Shel-
ton with Hethersett’s County and Dis-
trict Councillor David Bills who is also 
chairman of the Friends of Hethersett 
Library Group. 
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Library Service Books a Hethersett Home 

NORFOLK Library Service is on the move—and its bringing its headquarters to 

Hethersett. 

Hethersett District and County Councillor David Bills told the village parish 

council at its September meeting that the library service will be moving its mo-

bile stock and headquarters to the former fire brigade HQ at Whitegates on Old 

Norwich Road.. 

“It will certainly put Hethersett on the library map,” Councillor Bills said. White-

gates will now become the home of the mobile library service. 

Operational fire engines will continue to be kept and maintained on the site for 

the time being. 
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Charity Shop  

Re-opens 
ONE of the last businesses to re-open 
its doors in Hethersett following lock-
down is back in action. 

The PACT animal charity shop in 
Great Melton Road opened its doors 
again on September 7th, almost  six 
months after its enforced closure. 

The news came from office manager 
Daniel Wicks on Facebook. He also 
explained one or two changes custom-
ers will find. 

“We have made some changes to 
make it as safe as possible for you all, 
it’s just me at the moment as I want to 
keep my volunteers safe and limit the 
amount of people in the shop. We are 
taking donations as normal and would 
like to thank you all for your patience, 
and look forward to seeing you all 
again soon.” 

The PACT shop will be open from 9 
am until 4 pm Mondays to Fridays and 
from 9 am until 1 pm on Saturdays. 

Getting Into 
The Swing 

By Mel Perkins MBE 

The trustees of Hethersett Memorial 
Playing Field have been pleased 
to  receive excellent reviews of the 
improvements to the playground dur-
ing lockdown.   

New swings should be in place by 
the time you read this plus some re-
placement safety matting under one 
piece of equipment. The trustees 
have earmarked the replacement of 
all safety surfaces over the next 
three years.  

With the moving of the football con-
tainer, we have undertaken to level 
and re-seed three areas of the field 
and, with excellent work from Norse 
on grass and hedge cutting, the field 
is looking the best it has for years. 
We have plans for further hedge 
work and are undertaking a tree sur-
vey to ensure continued safety for 
field users and neighbours.  

Collision Appeal 

Police are appealing for information to trace the driver of a car involved in a fail-
to-stop collision on Thickthorn Roundabout on Saturday, 19th September. The 
collision took place at about 12.25 pm when a black VW Passat was on the 
roundabout, heading towards the services when a silver car collided with its 
front nearside. The female driver and passenger in the Passat were uninjured. 

The driver of the silver car stopped briefly before leaving the scene and driving 
off on the A47 towards Swaffham. Part of the car’s number plate is AO65. 

Police are keen to trace the driver of the silver car and urge them to come for-
ward. Police would also like to hear from anyone who may have witnessed the 
collision or has relevant dash cam footage. Witnesses should contact PC Wen-
dy Frary at the Roads and Armed Policing Team at Wymondham on 101 quot-
ing incident number 193 of 19th September. 
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Land Sold 
A PARCEL of land towards the corner 
of Priory Road has been sold by auc-
tion. 

The land came under the hammer on 
28th and 29th September in an online 
auction conducted by Brown and Co. 

The land measures about a third of an 
acre and was described by Brown and Co as being “overgrown, broadly rectan-
gular in shape and now surplus to requirements.” The details also stated that a 
number of the trees on the site are the subject of a Tree Preservation Order 
which seems slightly strange as few now exist and many trees formerly on the 
site have  been taken down! A previous planning application for two dwellings on 
the site was also turned down. 

The guide price for the land was between £10,000 and £20,000 but by the end of 
the first date it had already reached its reserve price and was eventually sold for 
£32,000. 

Feelings about the use of the land run high with many residents on social media 
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bemoaning the fact that healthy trees have apparently been cut down in the past. 
They also point out that the area is already over-developed and the land has 
been turned down for planning permission a number of times in the past and is 
not suitable for development being a haven for wildlife. 

“I will fight again to stop anything being built on there. The poor wildlife have suf-
fered. We have had deer, foxes, bats, woodpeckers and cuckoos to name just a 
few. Please leave it alone. We owe nature a lot,” was just one of the comments 
left on social media. At the time of going to publications we have not been in-
formed as to the identity of the buyer. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Hethersett Pictorial 

 

On a woodland walk 
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Anti Social Behaviour Is Police Priority 

D 
RUG use and anti-social behaviour in Hethersett are two of the latest 
priorities set out by the Hethersett Safer Neighbourhood Police team 
which covers both our village and Mulbarton and the surrounding are-
as. 

The top three emphasis points in the latest bulletin are : Drug use and anti-
social behaviour in Hethersett, speeding on the B1113 between Swardeston 
and Bracon Ash and anti-social behaviour and theft at Keswick Hall 

In addition the police have been working with youngsters in Hethersett to im-
prove the standards of cycling around the village as Community Engagement 
Officer PC Andrew Hudson explains: 

“During my patrols throughout August, I have had many positive interactions 
with adults and young people and there have been very few reports of anti-
social behaviour across all of the local communities. I have issued words of ad-
vice to one individual about using an off road bike on farmer’s fields which 
caused distress to local neighbours, and have continued to work with young 
people in Hethersett to try and promote safe cycling around the village. 

“Unfortunately, speeding motorists have been on the increase in some areas but 
I have targeted the necessary locations, along with my Special Constable col-
leagues, to deal with road traffic offences. Please continue to let me know about 
local issues of concern or useful information,” PC Hudson said. 

He can be e-mailed on Andrew.hudson@norfolk.pnn.police.uk or by telephoning 
07766990811 or 101. 

PC Hudson has also warned local residents to be on their guard against scam 
phone calls, text messages and emails. 

“If you receive a fake message, forward the text, including phone number or 
company name, to 7726. It won’t cost you anything and means your phone pro-
vider can investigate. If you responded to a scam text and provided your bank 
details, contact your bank immediately.” 

PC Hudson also highlighted  a system for people who may be suffering abuse. 
It’s called the Silent Solution and is designed to help prevent abuse from hap-
pening: “When dialling 999, if speaking or making an immediate sound would 
put you in danger, stay on the line and press 55 when prompted and the call will 
be transferred to the Police who will know it is an emergency call.” 

Latest figures available show that 20 crimes were recorded in Hethersett in July. 
These included eight incidents of violence and sexual offences, four instances 
of anti-social behaviour, three of criminal damage and five other crimes. 

A further breakdown of where the crimes took place is available on the Norfolk 
Constabulary web site by going to: https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/norfolk-
constabulary/hethersett-and-mulbarton/?tab=CrimeMap. 
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October is Copperfield Month 

HETHERSETT Village 
Screen re-launched with 
the latest adaptation of the 
Jane Austen classic 
“Emma” on September 
6th. 

A number of features were 
cancelled due to lock-
down, but the 2020/2021 
series of films saw about 
20 people attend with spe-
cial social distancing 
measures in place. 

These included hand sani-
tisers, a one way system for entry and exit, teas and coffees being re-
placed with cold drinks and chocolate bars and those present wearing 
face coverings. 

The organisers had also completed full risk assessment forms. 

The main attraction was preceded by a short documentary on summer 
holidays in the 1950s. 

The next attraction will take place on 4th October and will again delve 
into the classics with a new interpretation of Charles Dickens’ classic Da-
vid Copperfield. “The Personal History of David Copperfield” stars Dev 
Patel alongside Aneurin Barnard, Peter Capaldi, Morfydd Clark, Daisy 
May Cooper, Rosalind Eleazar, Hugh Laurie, Tilda Swinton, Ben 
Whishaw and Paul Whitehouse. It is described as a comedy drama. 

Other films lined-up for the Autumn season are the war drama “1917” on 
1st November and “Harriet” on 6th December. We will have more about 
these later films in coming editions of Hethersett Herald. 

All films take place in Hethersett Village Hall on Sunday afternoons start-
ing at 3 pm. 

NEWS UPDATE—At the time of going to publication the October film is 
still due to go-ahead despite the additional Covid restrictions that have 
been put in place. 
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Kate and David’s Marathon Effort 

LAST month we reported on the 
marathon efforts of two Hethersett 
residents – Kate Gooding and Da-
vid Powles. 

The duo will be running a marathon 
around the streets of Hethersett, 
having had their entry into the Lon-
don marathon cancelled like thou-
sands of others. They will be 
pounding the local pavements for 
26.1 miles on Sunday, October 4th. 

The run will start at 9 am on Hethersett Memorial Park and end with a few laps 
at the playing field. Obviously it is not able to predict a finishing time. 

David said that the route is still being finalised but is likely go around the village 
and down through the new estate. “We would love it if people gave us the odd 
clap and wave. Or even throw tenners at us,” David said. 

“We’d still love to have people join us for a mile or two if they like - but we will be 
asking for a £5 voluntary donation to one of our charities. We’ll need to stick to 
the ‘rule of six,” David added. 

Kate is fundraising for Cancer Research UK, while David has chosen Norfolk’s 
Priscilla Bacon Hospice appeal. At the time of going to press David has already 

David Powles and Kate Gooding 
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raised £2,867 and Kate has raised £1,181. Both have met their targets but are 
determined to raise even more before the marathon takes place. 

To donate to Kate’s charity visit: 

 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/kates-london-marathon-7 

To donate to David’s charity visit: 

 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?
userUrl=DavidPowles1&pageUrl=4 

Kate and David will be starting on the Memorial Playing Field at 9 am and then run-

ning anti-clockwise along the route above and finishing at the Memorial Field. 
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The Further Adventures of  Derek 

The Boys Done Good 

THEY’VE met chickens, dogs and many other animals, been to 

school, been put in detention, been on farms and in health and 

welfare centres and continued their globetrotting (well Hethersett) 

adventures. 

And through it all Derek and Rodney have become famous 

throughout the world and also raised hundreds of pounds for the 
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“More Co-ordination Is Needed” 
 

The amount of traffic lights and roadworks experienced in Hethersett could be 

due to slovenly maintenance in the past, members of Hethersett Parish Council 

were told at their September meeting. 

The council received a letter from regular Hethersett Herald reader and contribu-

tor Elaine Canning querying the amount of road works the village has experi-

enced and urging a more co-ordinated approach to the work and also better 

communication with the village over when and where the work will be undertak-

en. 

Hethersett’s county councillor David Bills said he felt that a lot of  pressure had 

been put on various services by the increased development in the village with a 

lot of the maintenance work that should have been done not taking place in the 

past and now being needed 

Norfolk-based Nelson’s Journey charity. 

Derek and his brother Rodney have also been featured in a na-

tional magazine. See the photograph on the previous page. 

The boys have been responsible for spreading sunshine well be-

yond our own shores with messages on their Facebook page 

from many countries including Australia, France, Greece, New 

Zealand and the USA. 

To date they have raised more than £800 for Nelson’s Journey 

and have their own Facebook page. 

Café To Re-Open 

Café Kin at Rowan House Health and Well Being Centre in Queen’s Road which has 

been shut for a couple of weeks for changes to make it Covid friendly will be re-

opening its doors on Saturday. October 3rd. 
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More Woodside Memories 

Chris Yemm contacted us following our coverage of the closure of the Woodside 

School building in Firs Road. Chris had a number of photographs taken at the school 

in the early 2000s. We featured some of her images in the September edition and 

here are a couple more. 

Above is the school play of 2004 and below the school play of 2003 
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Summer Raffle Beats Pandemic 
WHEN The Friends of Hethersett VC 

Primary School had to cancel their 

proposed summer fete they looked at 

other ways to raise some funds. 

The committee decided to go ahead 

with a grand summer raffle. 

“The idea of the raffle was to host a 

community event that would create a 

buzz and some fun despite the times we were facing and also raise some funds 

for the school.  

“We were unable to hold our usual Summer Fair due to Covid-19 restrictions, 

usually this would raise between £3500 - £5000 which is the biggest fundraiser 

all year,” said chair of the Friends Sara Kenny. 

“We approached local businesses in a very gentle way, knowing that many local 

people and businesses had hit hard times. We were absolutely blown away by 

the level of support we received with extremely generous prizes donated by  

Avon by Terri, BACE, Bakes by Ella, Boots of Hethersett, Elsie’s Pizzas, Gemma 

Osborn (local artist), Hodge Podge, Kitchen Bakes, Memories to Treasure, Mor-

risons of Wymondham, Norfolk Museums, Perfectly Polished by Eve, Rowan 

House Café Kin, Shed 7 Barbers, Tesco Express of Hethersett and Warwick 

Cooper Photography. 

“The Community of Hethersett joined in as we knew they would! Regular com-

munications around prizes and promoting the link to Jumblebee came from Ag-

nieszka Witek our committee secretary. We were thrilled to raise £636 in total 

after costs. Thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket and supported the 

event,” Sara said. 

“Looking forward, we will need to be creative and use online platforms more, as 
well as brainstorm safe ways to create fun experiences for the kids this year. We 
are proud of the school and we have a fantastic relationship with the Head Mr 
Parslow-Williams and teaching staff at the school. If anyone would like to be 
more involved or make a financial contribution to top up our funds, please con-
tact the school office,” Sara added. 

The school office can be contacted on 01603 810498. 
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Norfolk Champions 
________________________________________________________________ 

Cycle speedway in Hethersett is underway again after its enforced break. 
September brought the Norfolk Championships to Hethersett Memorial 
Playing Field with eight titles up for grabs over four weekends. In a six  
page special club chairman Mel Perkins MBE reports on the champion-

ships with photographs taken by Jenny Melvin. 

________________________________________________________________ 

H 
ETHERSETT 
Hawks/Yellow 
Brick Mortgages 
successfully 
staged the first 

cycle-speedway matches 
in the county since early 
March when they hosted 
the eight Norfolk Champi-
onships over a four week 
period.  

Week One 

The first event was the 
Under-8s with Frank 
Spauls, the sole Norwich 
Stars representative, be-
ing the pre-match favour-
ite. He had three good wins 
but got off to a bad start in 
his final ride and home rid-
er Luca El Labany got 
away and never looked like 
being caught. He complet-
ed an excellent maximum 
to take the title with Max 
Pugh putting in four steady 
rides to finish third on the 
podium. There were four 
new recruits in the line-up 
and they all had their mo-
ments, especially Grace 
Cameron who enjoyed 
beating her older brother. 

Girls Winners 

U-8 Winners 
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Riders taking part in the Ladies and Under-8 finals 

Scores - Luca El Labany 16, Frank Spauls 15, Max Pugh 14, Ronnie Harding 
13, Henry Adderson 12, Benedict Kohler 11, Grace Cameron 10, Noah Camer-
on 9, Alex Thompson 8. 

Norwich's Josie Kell duly defended her Ladies title with a comfortable maximum 
but her six Hethersett oppo-
nents put on an excellent 
show of racing for the minor 
places. Amelie Marling made 
a good pass in her last ride to 
ensure runners-up but a race-
off was needed for third place 
overall. Aiesha Musa saw off 
a gallant challenge from the 
younger Lola Martin to take 
the chequered flag. Jasmine 
Swan looked promising while 
Thalia Silver and Amelia Dod-
son both bravely continued 
after crashes. 
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Scores - Josie Kell 16, Amelie Marling 14, Aiesha Musa 11, Lola Martin 11, Jas-
mine Swan 8, Amelia Dodson 6, Thalia Silver 4. 

Week Two 

The following week, Hawks staged two more championships on a dry and dusty 
track in gorgeous September sunshine. If success is measured in staging some 
memorable matches with a well-behaved crowd in their pre-set bubbles encour-
aging every rider and the riders themselves enjoying providing entertainment, 
then it ticked every box. 

However, if success is measured in trophies it was not such a good day for Heth-
ersett. Even at Under-10 level, Norwich Stars provided three riders with much 
experience compared to nine of the 11 Hethersett riders who had only taken up 
the sport in the post-lockdown training sessions 

Two of the Norwich riders, Will Blackmore and Connor Jarrett, produced the race 
of the day as early as heat four when they jockeyed for positions on every lap 
with Will pipping Connor in a race to the line. That ultimately is how they stood at 
the top of the podium with Frank Spauls finishing third overall. Hethersett's Un-
der-8 champion Luca El Labany was laid low by illness so it was left to Louis 
Marling and Lola Martin to head their challenge while others to show plenty of 
speed were Ronnie Harding and Freddie Jackson.with Max Pugh consistently 
notching five second-places. 

Scores - Will Blackmore 20, Connor Jarrett 19, Frank Spauls 18, Louis Marling 
17, Lola Martin 16, Max Pugh 15, Freddie Jackson 13, Jamal Musa 12, Ronnie 
Harding 12, Benedict Kohler 11, Zackery Eastwood 11, Ralph Silvester 9, Thalia 
Silver 9, Noah Cameron 7, Grace Cameron 6. 

There may have been only five entrants for the Under-19s and only five heats for 
them to contest but there was no shortage of action as they hurtled round the 
track. Coming into his first competitive match was Norwich Stars' Marcel Moore 
but he will not be a complete unknown for long. The multi-discipline cyclist 
showed speed and bike handling skills to become a surprise Norfolk Champi-
on. His toughest challenge came from home favourite Paul Delaiche who passed 
Marcel in heat four only to slip off at the corner and lose positions. When Paul 
was unable to hit the front from the outside grid in the last race Marcel took the 
title. Paul was runner-up followed by Tom Blackmore. 

Under-10s 
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Scores - Marcel Moore 14, Paul De-
laiche 13, Tom Blackmore 11, McKen-
zie Loombe 8, Mason Martin 4. 

Week Three 

On the third weekend, Hawks crowned 
two more Norfolk Champions. This time 
it was the turn of Under-13s and Sen-
iors and both titles were fiercely com-
petitive.  

The Under-13s had three outstanding 
riders - the Kell siblings Josie and 
Shaun from Norwich Stars and Heth-
ersett's Mason Martin, who only took up 
the sport in July. All three clashed in heat three and Mason held his ground on 
the first corner to speed home from Josie and Shaun. Reigning champion Shaun 
got his revenge on Mason in heat nine but was lucky to get a restart in heat 12 
after falling while recovering from a poor start.  

The next two heats were vital wins for Mason, firstly over Josie and then passing 
Connor Jarrett, the Under-10 rider having made a determined effort to surprise 
his older opponent. Those two wins put Mason in an unassailable position so he 
took the title from Shaun and Josie. Best of the other Hethersett riders was Wil-
liam Clarke.  

Scores - Mason Martin 23, Shaun Kell 22, Josie Kell 21, Connor Jarrett 17, Wil-
liam Clarke 14, Will Blackmore 14, Aiesha Musa 12, Matthew Sidell 9, Frederik 
Jackson 9, Jamal Musa 8. 

The Senior event was held over a shortened programme of 12 races but they 
were packed with action despite many of the competitors having had little or no 
post-lockdown action. It looked as if the two riders who had shared the last five 
titles - Paddy Wenn and Leigh Cossey - would provide the likely winner after 
they both won their first two rides.  When they clashed Paddy saw off a stiff chal-
lenge until Leigh slipped off and trailed in third.   
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The final heat turned everything up-
side down as Craig Norton, who had 
dropped his only point to Leigh in 
heat three, held his nerve to keep 
Paddy at bay and, as the reigning 
champion changed his attack, Jamie 
Medler nipped in to relegate Paddy to 
third. So, having put four consistent 
rides together, Craig found himself as 
the new champion. It was fitting that 
a Hethersett rider should win, given 
that this was the 70th anniversary of 
the first Norfolk Final won by Ted 
Eaglen of the Hethersett Hornets.  

A race-off was needed to determine 
the minor places on the podium with 
Leigh positioned between Paddy 
and Jamie on the starting grid. A 
fast start and a strong first corner 
got Leigh away with Paddy hav-
ing to hold off Jamie in his wake.  

Scores - Craig Norton 15, Leigh 
Cossey 14, Paddy Wenn 14, Ja-
mie Medler 14, Ben Loombe 13, 
Dave Martin 11, Harley Hamill 10, 
Lee Hulcoop 9, Nigel Longlands 
8.  

Unfortunately the final set of finals 
scheduled for 27th September fell 
foul of the weather that hit East 
Anglia the previous Friday. The 
Memorial Playing Field track was 

Under-13 Winners 

Senior Winners 
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totally flooded on Saturday morning so the club had no alternative but to post-
pone the Sunday's scheduled Norfolk Championships - the Under-16s and Vet-
erans. These events have been rescheduled for Sunday, October 18th.  

On Sunday, October 4th and Sunday, October 11th Hawks will be staging eight 
club championships all sponsored by Yellow Brick Mortgages.  Each Sunday's 
racing starts at 1 pm.  

________________________________________________________________ 

In The Swing of Things 

Two new 

swings which 

have been 

put in place 

on the Me-

morial Play-

ing Field. 

They have 

replaced the 

antiquated 

ones previ-

ously outside 

the main play 

area. 
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Southcroft Flooded Again 

OVER the past few years a num-

ber of areas in the village have 

suffered from flooding after 

heavy rain. 

Southcroft has been particularly 

badly hit but remedial drainage 

work in the area seemed to have 

sorted the problems out. But the 

heavy rains and winds of Sep-

tember 25th saw a return to the 

flooding. Local resident Jo Ad-

cock captured the photographs 

on this page. The flooding has been reported again to the relevant authorities 

who are aware of the new problems. 
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Hethersett Herald—The Collection 

HETHERSETT Herald began life as Hethersett Online in November 2015 

and has been produced monthly ever since. The first edition ran to just 12 

pages and had as its main story the theft of lead from the roof of Heth-

ersett Parish Church. Photos of the first six editions are below. More next 

month. 

Originally the publication was just called Hethersett Online but later 

changed its title to Hethersett Herald in May 2016 with edition seven and 

we have been going from strength to strength ever since. You can read 

back copies of Hethersett Herald by going to 

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 
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The following is a message from Norfolk Police regarding  a Covid 19 update. 
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By Peter Steward 

CAR parking in roads in Hethersett has been 

a contentious issue for many years and sug-

gestions that it could soon be an offence to 

park a car partially or wholly on a pavement 

will only add fuel to the fire of a difficult sub-

ject. 

There is no doubt that some vehicle owners in our village leave their vehicles in 

difficult and even dangerous places with total disregard for anyone else. 

Parking that blocks paths for buggies and wheelchairs is obviously wrong but 

there are other areas in the village where parking is completely legal but still pos-

es a problem (Henstead Road towards the junction with Great Melton Road be-

Herald Talking Point 1 
An occasional series looking at controversial matters affecting our village 

from both sides of the argument. 

Car parking outside the Memorial 

Playing Field on a Saturday morning 

clearly showing vehicles left on the 

verge. Is this acceptable? 
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ing a prime example making it difficult for buses to negotiate the corner. Other 

areas of the village have what might be termed  temporary problems with a tre-

mendous increase in traffic at say school times. 

One of the most contentious areas is around the Memorial Playing Field at 

weekends with the park being a victim of its own success. On the first Saturday 

in September I went along to the park to watch my grandson play football and 

the first thing that hit me as I approached from Recreation Road was the num-

ber of cars parked along the roads. There was double parking along Park Drive. 

My first thought was “why is everyone parked along the road and not using the 

playing field car park?” But of course the car park itself was full. 

It soon became obvious that visibility for drivers around that area was virtually 

zero with blind corners and very little room for them to negotiate through. In ad-

dition many of the vehicles were parked partly on the road and partly on the 

pavement. I returned the following week to take some photos, a couple of which 

are on the previous page. The position was nowhere near as bad as the previ-

ous week but there were still some obvious problems. So let’s look at the situa-

tion from both points of view because that’s exactly what this column is about—

giving both sides of a debate. 

Situation One—you are visiting the park to watch your son/daughter take part in 

football, cycle speedway or go to the play area. The park may be some consid-

erable distance from your home, particularly if you are with an away sports 

team. So there is little or no alternative to taking a car or other vehicle. You get 

to the ground to find the car park full. Your only option is to park on one of the 

roads around the park. These are also very busy but you find a space and de-

cide to park half on the road and half on the pavement in order to leave space 

for vehicles to go through the area. You muse on the fact that if legislation is 

brought in to stop vehicles parking on pavements it will make everything more 

difficult 

Situation Two—You are a driver who needs to get through this area—maybe to 

get to your home or to visit Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex. You quickly 

assess that driving through all these vehicles is dangerous. There is only 

enough room for a single vehicle to pass so goodness knows what happens if 

one comes in the opposite direction. There are also a number of blind bends to 

negotiate and the whole thing becomes stressful. 

Situation Three—You live in Recreation Road, Firs Road or one of the other 

roads around the area and getting in or out of your property is problematic to 

say the least. 
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Point Four—You are a parent with a buggy or wheelchair user. It is both danger-

ous and impossible to get through the area due to cars being parked on the 

verges. 

Now it could be that this is accepted as a temporary problem that only affects 

weekends. The area is much clearer now during the week as Woodside School 

is no longer in Firs Road. Also you might think that it’s great to see so many 

youngsters and so many families using the playing field. 

So in essence it depends who you are. If you live in the area getting in or out of 

your property will prove difficult and if you need to drive through that area it can 

be both difficult and stressful. If, however, you are, going to the Memorial Field 

and cannot walk you will need somewhere to park your car. 

Comments on Facebook underlined the problems. 

“I live in Recreation road and that corner is a nightmare. Why aren't people more 

considerate. I am very wary and slow right down only to find some idiot coming 

towards me at speed.” 

“Absolutely atrocious on Saturday mornings. Now impossible to turn right out of 

Firs Road because of double parked cars from Park entrance back to and be-

yond that junction. As for the huge Land Rover parked yesterday afternoon com-

pletely blocking pavement between two park entrances the idiocy is beyond 

comprehension when it is obvious that children and parents with pushchair and 

mobility scooters need it far more.” 

“This has been a problem for a long while, with cars and large vans parked all 

over the paths and verges. When the school was open it was just the same, but 

with the First school shut, that is one less issue hopefully. As I see it the problem 

is caused by there not being enough parking spaces at the Recreation Ground 

for the number of cars using it. When I saw the plans for the new pavilion there, I 

noticed there would be a few more spaces, but nowhere enough in my opinion. 

This needs to be addressed before somebody is seriously injured by this mind-

less parking. I also thought parking on a public footpath was an offence?” 

“People just need to use common sense. There's loads of parking in nearby 

roads. It will not do them or their children any harm to walk a few hundred yards.” 

“It was impossible to drive down there safely. Saturday just gone, I witnessed 

cars reversing round the bend as cars coming the other way couldn’t get 

through.” 

Like so many problems this one depends on which side of the fence you sit. 
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Herald Talking Point 2 
Shutting of Permissive Paths by Peter Steward 

THE situation regarding the closing of 
permissive paths around Hethersett is 
another where investigation uncovers 
two sides of the story. 

During the month, a number of per-
missive paths over the fields off the 
B1172 cycle path close to Kett’s Oak 
were closed. The more I found out 
about the situation the more I realised 
that there are two opposing sides to 
this story and the reasons for shutting 
off the paths didn't surprise me. 

You could say that once again it's a 
matter of the ignorant minority spoiling 
things for the law abiding majority 
(how many times in our modern world 
does this happen)? There are people 
quite prepared to break rules and 
guidance simply because they don't 
care.  

I heard from the landowners who 
gave me the reasons for shutting the 
permissive paths. Not surprisingly the decision surrounds the behaviour of a mi-
nority of walkers and their dogs. 

Back in 2018, the Government support for keeping permissive paths open end-
ed. They were kept open, however, at the cost of the landowner. Unfortunately 
some local dog walkers ignored requests to keep their pets on leads and out of 
control dogs caused a number of incidents with horse riders who pay for the right 
to ride around certain fields. This reason was underlined by a horse owner who 
spoke about animals being "spooked" by dogs and the danger this can cause to 
the horses, the riders and the dogs. 

In addition a number of walkers were abusive. This is all very sad. If we just fol-
low the country code the paths could be kept open for everyone to enjoy. 

With permissive paths, the landowner(s) can stipulate reasonable conditions and 
failure to follow these can lead to the closure of the paths and that seems to be 
what has happened in this situation. Land should be treated with respect and not 
abused. 

In this case it looks like all the landowner was asking for was for dogs to be kept 
on leads and under control and for walkers to keep to paths. That surely is not 
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unreasonable and something 
most of us would do as a 
matter of course. 

I was told that path closure 
notices were put up at rele-
vant entry points but were 
torn down. Permissive paths 
have been opened on the 
Wymondham side of Wong 
Farm along with signs asking 
people to keep dogs on 
leads. It is also hoped to get 
the permissive paths clearly 
marked to save an future 
confusion. 

I have been supplied with the map on the next page by the Lombe Estate which 
owns much of the land in question. It was pointed out to me that an area of per-
missive paths still link up with footpaths for the use of local communities and 
these can be seen on the map. 

As for the B1172 permissive paths situation, well I don't see that being resolved 
anytime soon and my feeling is the paths will stay shut to the public. As far as the 
landowners are concerned the saying "once bitten twice shy" seems appropriate. 

There are other areas in Hethersett (around Cedar Grange for instance) where 
landowners have spread a large area of winter feed for farmland birds which isn't 
Government funded. 

"The purpose of that field is for the benefit of wildlife and for people to enjoy the 
wildlife. It is not unreasonable for the farm to request no littering and for dogs to 
be kept on leads," a spokesman for the landowners told me. 

On the south side of that field is a public footpath along which the landowners 
have no control but which brought the following comment "you would like to think 
that common sense will prevail." 

The notice put up at the start of the permissive paths explained why they had 
been shit but were pulled down. It read: 

"Regrettably it has become necessary to close public access to these permissive 
routes. This action has been taken in order to ensure the safety of horses and 
riders from Wong Livery who, as part of their livery subscription, pay for the up-
keep and ability to ride on the tracks as a safe route away from the busy roads. 

“Even from a distance horses are reactive to walkers and walkers with dogs 
(especially if off the leads); resulting in a serious risk of the horse spooking and 
potentially bolting in fear. 

An alternative route has been provided and marked with arrows." 
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The map of public footpaths around Hethersett 
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Herald Talking Point 3 
Herald Associate Editor Hannah Harrison finds it difficult to describe her relation-

ship with the parish church as she explains here. 

I find it difficult to describe my relationship with the church (St Remigius) on Nor-
wich Road.  

I'm not at all religious, but I really enjoy spending time at the church (messy 
church etc) and especially in the church grounds. Reverend Derek McClean and 
his family are wonderful people and I can't speak highly enough of them. 

We often walk around the churchyard, especially when we are putting flowers on 
Albert Ringer’s grave.  

We've picked blackberries and elderberries all around the grounds this year and 
have actually made some "St Remigius jam" using the berries for the rector and 
his family. We love watching the birds and other wildlife that seems to thrive 
there. On one visit we saw squirrels, corvids and a green woodpecker. We also 
love walking in the fields behind the church, as I'm sure I've mentioned before. 
The church itself is a beautiful building and has a really peaceful atmosphere. 
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Wheelchair “Walks” in Hethersett 

________________________________________________________________ 

OVER the years, Hethersett Herald has featured a number of walks written by  

village archivist and Herald Associate Editor Gary Wyatt. These are available in 

a booklet available at www.hethersettherald.weebly.com. 

Now keen rambler, walker and Hethersett resident Pauline Mack has devised a 

“walk” suitable for wheelchairs along Hethersett roads. But there are problems, 

as Pauline points out. 

We start with the route and then the problems she encountered on a walk in ear-

ly September. Pauline has informed Hethersett Parish Council of the problems. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Walk One 

Start in Mill Road and turn right into Great Melton Road and then 

Queen’s Road passing Tesco Express and then the Queen’s Head. 

Turn right along the path and continue to the King’s Head. There are 

now three choices. 

1/ Turn right into Priory Road and cross to the left pavement which is 

easier than the right. Follow the road round up to the top corner and take 

the snicket on your right.  

This comes out close to the former Woodside School.  Follow the road 

round to the right and then right again and pass the Memorial Playing 

Field and back to Mill Road. 

2/ Continue from the snicket and turn left and go through a pedestrian 

path into St David’s Road. At the end turn right into New Road and then 

right again into Mill Road. 

3/ Continue down to the end of New Road and turn right at the bottom 

and continue until you reach Mill Road at its junction with Great Melton 

Road. 



 

Hethersett Herald                  59                   October 2020 

Walk Two 

Go from Mill Road and turn right and follow Great Melton and Queen’s 

Road down to the Queen’s Head. Turn left at the junction and pass Ha-

consfield on your left and turn left into Churchfields. Turn right into a 

small path into Shop Lane and turn left and keep going to the top.  

Turn left up Back Lane. The path comes out close to Hethersett Village 

Hall. Turn left at the end into Henstead Road and then right at the bottom 

into Queen’s Road. 

Alternately you can take cycle paths through the new development which 

all weave their way back to Back Lane. 

We will have another of Pauline’s wheelchair “walks” in the next edition. 

Now here are just some of the problems encountered by Pauline that 

blocked wheelchair access for her friend. 

Cars were parked in New Road on the pavement and were impossible to  

pass in a wheelchair and were difficult to pass on foot. Pauline felt that 

the houses have large drives and plenty of spaces for vehicles without 

them having to park on the road. 

A number of areas were blocked  by overhanging hedges. 

Dog mess was found on the pavement at three different places. This 

could find its way onto wheels and then be taken into the house. 

On the last 100 metres of Cann’s Lane there was no pavement drop 

which made it difficult for wheelchairs. 

Henstead Road, a main thoroughfare to the village was either difficult or 

impossible to pass, particularly close to the church hall and the bus stop 

and no pavement accessibility on the opposite side: “This shocked me 

as I have never looked at that area through the eyes of someone in a 

wheelchair and it needs a serious makeover,” Pauline said. 

Other areas of concern included no pavement at the turn into Colney 

Lane and partially blocked paths through hedges and other things going 

past Priory Road 

 



 

Hethersett Herald                  60                   October 2020 

What I Love About Hethersett 

In the latest of our series on why people love Hethersett, we asked regular reader 
Trevor Radley who was born and bred in the village just what he likes. 

SO a few days ago I was  
asked if I would be inter-
ested in writing a piece 
for the Hethersett Herald 
entitled ‘What I love 
about Hethersett’ Of 
course I said yes.  

But to be honest it would 
have been easier and 
shorter if I could write 
about what I don’t love.  

Anyway, the love of 
Hethersett for me is the 
history of my family, fa-
ther, grandparents etc 
etc.  

There are so so many 
places I loved and still 
do, such as the memori-
al playing field with it’s 
massive trees which 
once lined the road at 
the end of Westcroft, 
playing in the running 
stream in the brick tunnel under the road, hanging out down the park, riding 
motorbikes down the gravvy (gravel pit) but now known as the Parish Pit 
and making dens (yoga base 1,2 and 3) not the Hindu philosophical practis-
es I might add.  

But the place I really do love is Kissing Alley. For some reason I am drawn 
into this wooded narrow walkway which starts at the old Harveys Garage 
where Brian Denmark worked. The pathway leads to a stream where, in the 
grounds of Hethersett Hall, sits the old boating lake where as a boy I would 
fish and play in the boathouse.  

Trevor Radley pictured with his father who is also 

Trevor George Radley 
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Unfortunately the lake is 
now really silted up and on-
ly ankle deep, so those 
days are long gone. Back to 
the narrow walkway, head-
ing towards Ketteringham 
you will get to the end 
where you can turn left to 
Station Lane or turn right to 
Ketteringham Lane, this is 
known as Suckling Alley, 
this is another walk and 
place I love about Heth-
ersett.  

The views which overlook 
the church and surrounding 
countryside are stunning 
which instantly take me 
back to my childhood.  

I have been and seen many 
lovely places both in the UK 
and round the world, but 
nothing for me matches liv-
ing in Hethersett. 

The photograph on the right 
is Trevor’s grandfather Ar-
thur George Radley who 
would have been 100 on 
September 25th. 

Arthur was born in Ketter-
ingham as was his nanny. 
Trevor’s great grandfather 
was a Radley and his mother was a Beaumont. “My nanny’s maiden name 
was Groom.  

They both worked at Norgates General Stores in their teens (now Ketts Kab-
in). He moved to Westcroft after the war to number 29 where he lived until 
around 1978. My memories of my grandparents were staying at theirs most 
weekends, Friday night to Sunday night.  

Grandad was with RAF 323 wing based in Africa and I think Gibraltar. He nev-
er really spoke about what he did in the RAF but there was a photo of him be-
side a plane. I also have a communications radio book to repair Athens radios 
in the planes. In his later years he owned a corner shop just off Dereham 
road,” Trevor said. 
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How To Contact The Parish Council 
THE parish council office  in the village hall is currently closed to the 

public due to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

Parish clerk Annette Palmer can be contacted by telephone on 07902 

322729 or via email at hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk.  

The council has a website at  

www.hethersett-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk  

and also a Facebook page. 

News From The Parish Council 

Parish Council Meetings  

HETHERSETT Parish Council meets on the third Monday of each month apart 

from August. Full council meetings begin at 7.30 pm and are preceded by meet-

ings of the council’s planning committee which starts at 7 pm. In addition the 

Memorial Playing Field Pavilion Development Committee meets on the first 

Monday of the month at 7.30 pm. This meeting is preceded by a further meeting 

of the planning committee starting at 7 pm. These meetings are all open to the 

public 

Meetings of the parish council usually take place in the village hall but are cur-

rently being held via the Zoom video conferencing platform. 

Agendas and reports can be found on the council’s website at: 

https://hethersett-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. 

There are two opportunities for the public to speak at each full council meeting. 

Full council meeting dates for the remainder of 2020 are—Monday October 

19th, Monday November 16th and Monday December 21st. 
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News From The Parish Council 

A move by Norfolk Library Service to provide a parish 
office in Hethersett Library has been put on hold due to 
restrictions imposed by the virus pandemic. 

The parish council was all set to move from its current base upstairs in the vil-
lage hall to an office in the library which would be more accessible to residents. 

Now that move has temporarily been put on hold due to the virus. Councillors 
are looking at a temporary alternative with ideas that include temporary accom-
modation on the village hall car park. 

It’s Still Pizza Time 

Elsie’s Pizzas have been given permission to trade from the village hall car park 
for at least another month. The company has been supplying pizzas on Satur-
day afternoons and early evenings rent-free since lockdown began and their 
continuing presence is on a month to month basis whilst the village hall is not 
being used. 

Virtual Reality 

Hethersett Parish Council will continue to hold its meetings via the zoom social 
media platform for the foreseeable future.. The council is following national 
guidelines issued to parish councils. 

Sanitising Units 

Parish Councillors are ensuring that hand sanitisers are kept filled, The sanitis-
ers have been placed close to businesses in Queen’s Road and Great Melton 
Road. 

Parish Shorts 

When To Pick? 
Hethersett Environmental Action Team (HEAT) is to discuss when authorised 
village litter picks can re-start. 

In September the village mounted its most successful pick to date with 49 volun-
teers collecting 40 bags of rubbish in two picks. Organiser Geoff Dyett said he 
was astounded by the amount of litter. He asked the parish council about the 
future of the village litter picks in the light of increased lockdown rules. 

“We have lots of volunteers who want to do another one but I am wary of organ-
ising something at the moment,” Mr Dyett told councillors. Council chairman 
Adrienne Quinlan agreed that the whole matter of litter picks should be dis-
cussed by HEAT. 
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News From The Parish Council 

Tennis, Skateboarding and Swings 

Sporting activity was high on the agenda at the latest meeting ot Hethersett Par-
ish Council. 

The  council’s development committee is to look at the possibility of providing a 
second tennis court in the village after a request from a resident. The current 
court at the back of the village hall is well used and open to the public without 
any need to book. 

A group looking at sites, funding and the feasibility of a new skateboard park in 
Hethersett has asked for additional time to come forward with their plans. The 
subject will be placed on the agenda of the October council meeting. Hethersett 
has been without a skateboard park since the dismantling of the previous one on 
land at the back of the village hall. That site is no longer considered appropriate 
for future skateboard and bike use. 

New swings have been put up on Hethersett Memorial Playing Field to replace 
those thought unsafe. 

Concern Over Traffic Increase 
THE increase in traffic in the Back Lane are of the village is a concern to coun-

cillors. 

The new Woodside School in Coachmakers Way and the new drop off point 

and car park for Hethersett Academy has brought a sharp rise in traffic in the 

area at certain parts of the day, councillors heard. 

Councillor Shane Hull asked about the possibility of having a 20 mph speed 

limit in the vicinity and/or traffic calming measures. He felt that the mix of chil-

dren, pedestrians, cars, buses and other vehicles could prove to be a danger-

ous mix and felt that some drivers were “disrespectful” of the speed limits. 

“It is an accident waiting to happen,” he said. 

Councillors are to have a site meeting at relevant times to help monitor the 

problems and the overall situation. Councillor Bridget Williamson said the 

speedwatch team had been active in the area but most people were keeping to 

the speed limit. The team will also continue to monitor the situation. 
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Wymondham Nature Group News 
________________________________________________________________ 

Wymondham Nature Group has a number of members from Hethersett, 
Here chair Ann Roberts updates us on WyNG and the virus. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

LIKE most other groups and clubs 
across the country we are not 
holding any indoor or outdoor 
meetings until sometime in 2021. 
But I hope you have all been able 
to get out into nature over the 
summer - I think our gardens and 
local hedgerows have never been 
more loved and inspected for 
wildlife.  

Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s nature 
reserves are now open and, 
where space for safe passing is 
available, hides are open. Some 
visitor centres are partially open 
so please check online as to what 
their offer is before you visit -
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk. 
Many of the staff were furloughed 
but are gradually coming back. 
However the conservation staff 
who look after the reserves and 
grazing animals carried on work-
ing over the last few months. All 
volunteers have stood down ex-
cept some who keep an eye on the grazing flocks that are widely spread across 
the county. Many reserves rely on an army of volunteers to help the staff with 
the conservation work, like scrub bashing and path cutting, so this has led to 
the sites looking slightly overgrown. But let’s hope when the volunteers get 
back next year things will get back to normal. 

In the meantime, there are many talks, films, species pictures, blogs, Twitter 
and webcams online to watch Norfolk’s wildlife - for instance the Cley Calling 
festival is online. There is also a huge resource at the national Wildlife Trust 
site, www.wildlifetrusts.org. This has news and pictures from all around the oth-
er 46 wildlife trusts across the country. 

I trust you will all keep well and we at Wymondham Nature Group look forward 
to seeing you all next year. 

Cley Marshes 

http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org
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The Next edition of Hethersett Herald will be published exclusively on line towards 

the end of October. 

With the coronavirus still restricting activity in the village we would be delighted to 

receive features and photographs from residents. There are no rules about content 

(other than the usual laws about good taste etc). 

All we ask is that contributors either write about the village or, if they wish to write 

about non Hethersett related topics, live or have some other connections with the 

village. 

Helping to Source Funding 
South Norfolk and Broadland Council are hosting another free online training 

session to help community groups and charities source funding streams to sup-

port their work. 

The councils will be running a session called “Get Funded” on Saturday 3rd 

October from 9:30 am until midday.   

The session is aimed at providing current information on funding streams avail-

able to all types of groups across South Norfolk and Broadland.  

Participants at the session will be joined by funders, both local and national, 

who will provide details of the support they have available and how to access 

it.  
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Dale’s Beauty Tips 
Dale Evans continues her regular column giving beauty tips and answering your ques-

tions. 

I think as I get older Autumn is becoming one of my favourite seasons. There is 
something very comforting in the softening of the evening light, the beautiful col-
ours of the changing trees and maybe the occasional fire to take off the evening 
chill.  

What I don’t like though is how the changing of any season can play havoc with 
our skin. The chilly mornings and evenings, especially if we walk to work/ walk 
the dog etc , do affect our skin. Preparation is key.  

An absolute essential all through the year is a Spf (sun protection factor) of at 
least a factor 20. Even during the autumn and winter there are skin damaging 
rays.  

If you usually use a light emulsion for moisturising, this is the time to step up the 
consistency of your cream, and maybe use a day cream with some added 
Hylaronic acid (don’t be put off by the word acid, this is a fantastic humectant 
which attracts water to it, therefore plumping the skin and helping with dehydra-
tion. It can be used morning and night and can be used on its own or is some-
times included in some moisturisers, think of going from a raisin to a grape!  

Another addition to any skin cream, which will help to brighten any discolouration 
caused by the sun and also help stimulate collagen production whilst fighting 
free radical damage which causes premature ageing is Vitamin C, preferably 
applied in the morning. A noticeable improvement should be seen quite quickly.  

Covid 19 has impacted on all of our lives and the continuous use of wearing 
masks, a reality to many more of us with the changing legislations, has bought 
on, for some people, a Mask induced Acne named Maskne. 

Are you suffering with this newly named form of Acne?  
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If you are prone to breakouts anyway unfortunately this is going to probably in-
crease these episodes.  

It is caused by the snug fit of the masks which can cause friction, increased heat 
and pressure, which in turn can cause the skin to lose water and let bacteria in. 
Oil production is increased due to the sweaty environment which can lead to 
clogged pores and breakouts.  

What’s the solution?  

A clean fresh mask everyday, possibly more if you are wearing it for hours on 
end. Make sure if using a reusable mask that it is completely dry before wearing 
and maybe use a washing powder and softener for sensitive skin.  

The less makeup worn under the mask the better. Maybe invest in a mineral 
make up. These are 100% natural so don’t clog the pores, check they don’t con-
tain Talc.  

Cleanser with a salicylic acid will help reduce clogging and is also anti inflamma-
tory.  

A more positive benefit of the new restrictions is ‘ Home by 10’ certainly from 
hospitality venues anyway.  

Skin loves an early night! Most of the skin’s regeneration and restoration hap-
pens at night so don’t forget your full skin routine before bed!  

If you have any skin concerns I am here to help. You can visit me in the village 
for a free consultation ( I am fully Covid secure ) and will be wearing full visor 
and mask. Or alternatively an online zoom consultation or email or telephone.  

All details can be found on www.daleevans.co.uk  

These consultations are all free.  

More from Dale next month. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Lawrence continues her new monthly column looking at her take on life. 

Sarah’s World 

A 
T the end of August, 
my family travelled 
up to Sandyhills 
near Dalbeattie in 
Scotland for a 

week’s holiday with some 
members of my husband’s 
family. We had the most glori-
ous time, despite the wet 
weather, and made some 
lovely memories.  

We stayed in the most won-
derful house right on the 
beach, well chosen by my 
lovely sister-in-law, so even 
in the bad weather we were 
able to amuse ourselves in-
side with beautiful sea views.  

The break itself was lovely, 
the travelling back was not. 
We spent around ten hours in 
the car all-in-all on what 
should have been a six hour 
trip.  

We stopped twice for around 20 minutes each time, but our journey back 
was riddled with traffic and road closures. We circled Huntingdon two or 
three times looking for a way out! So, when we finally arrived back in Heth-
ersett at gone 7 pm (we’d left shortly after 9 am) I was very happy to see 
home.   

I don’t know what it is about home, but it really is where my heart is. I don’t 
think I could move anywhere else now, my roots are firmly here, as are my 
children’s. My husband and I have discussed big wins on the Lottery (a pipe 
dream, as playing it would be a start..) and even if we won the Jackpot, we 
wouldn’t leave our beloved Hethersett. We would, however, buy ourselves a 
much bigger house!  
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Clean Up 
On Saturday, 5th September, 
my girls and I took part in 
‘Hethersett’s Pick for Victory’, 
an unofficial - as in not super-
vised by the Parish Council - 
day of litter picks organised 
by one of our favourite Heth-
ersett people, Geoff Dyett.  

Geoff had arranged two litter 
picks over the course of the 
day, starting at two separate 
locations.  

The morning Pick started off 
at the Methodist Church, fol-
lowed by an afternoon one 
starting at the Village Hall. We were 
incredibly lucky with the weather and 
it made me so proud to see people 
come out in force to tackle the litter 
in our beautiful village, the youngest 
being just nine months old, carried in 
her mum’s sling.  

At least one person travelled in from 
Norwich to take part too!  An added 
bonus of the day’s picking is the pos-
sibility of a £200 community prize 
money win, Geoff has entered a 
competition run by South Norfolk 
Council. Fingers crossed! 

You can read more about the litter 
pick elsewhere in this edition of 
Hethersett Herald.  

Sarah’s World 
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Starting School Again 
September means back to school! Obviously a time when most of us 
are feeling nervous/anxious about how our children get on. But 2020, as 
we know, is a little different. It’s had been six long months, but the day 
finally came, Amelia’s return to school! Starting Year Four at Woodside, 
she was raring to go with not a hint of nerves as she walked in. 

Woodside Primary School has moved premises into the brand, spanking 
new site at Coachmaker Way behind the Village Hall. At lot of work and 
co-ordination went into the move, but the teachers were all there on the 
morning of 7th September, 
beaming with pride. And so 
they should be!  

The school looks fantastic 
from the outside and very 
secure too. Woodside also 
gave us some sneak peaks 
of the interior via a Facebook 
post on their page, it looks 
wonderful.  

I know I heap praise on 
Woodside a lot, but I cannot 
think of a safer place for my 
child to be in, especially in 
the current climate.  

My other daughter will be 
starting nursery there in a 
few short weeks, I’m very 
excited to get a close up view 
of the nursery building and 
garden area! 

Sarah’s World 
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Sarah’s World 

RECENTLY on the walk to 
work (5.15am - so dark out-
side) I saw four large boxes 
outside the PACT Charity 
Shop.  

When I walked a little closer, 
I noticed that they were ac-
tually Easter Egg boxes, but 
as they were large I as-
sumed that someone had 
used them to put donations 
in.. 

On the walk back from work 
at 2.30 ish, they were still 
there, so I was able to have 
a bit more of a snoot. They 
all had melted Easter Eggs 
inside. 

That made me think of sev-
eral questions:: 

Who has Easter Eggs left in 
their house this far past 
Easter? 

 
Who would donate Easter 
Eggs to a charity shop, 
melted or otherwise? 

 
Who leaves them out in 
the rain? 

 
Don’t they know that Pact 
will now have to pay to 
dispose of them, meaning 
that because their of altru-
istic deed, Pact will now 
have less money to go 
towards the animals? 
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Last, but not least, I can’t finish this month’s column without giving a special 
mention to Marie Griffiths who has been working at Tesco Express in Hethersett 
for 11 years. 

Marie has had to make the difficult decision to leave due to ill health. We are 
really going to miss having her around! She is always game for a laugh, is trust-
worthy and exceptionally good at her job. She started off as a colleague, but now 
I’m lucky enough to call her a friend!  Thank you for all of your years of service 
Marie, you are going to be sorely missed around Tesco. 

Sarah’s World 
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News From The Media 

Stories from Hethersett regularly appear in the local media including the Eastern Daily 

Press,  Norwich Evening News and Wymondham Mercury. Below are just a few of the 

stories that you may have missed. Other features that have appeared in the local me-

dia appear throughout this edition of Hethersett Herald. 

Struggle for Survival 
TOTS Town of Hethersett was featured extensively on BBC Look East on 16th 
September. 

The interactive play centre for youngsters expressed its concern for the future of 
indoor play areas which have been hit by the rule of six limiting what they can 
do and ruling out parties. 

Owners Ian and Lindsay James told reporter Melissa Rudd that, having been 
closed for five months through lockdown, Tots Town had been allowed to re-
open at just 40% capacity and now been further hampered by the new legisla-
tion. 

Ian James told the BBC that a survey amongst members of the Association of 
Indoor Play Industry said that 90% felt they would be closed by Christmas. Mr 
James believes that Tots Town will adapt and survive but other play areas 
wouldn’t be so fortunate. Lindsay James said she felt the industry had been sac-
rificed for the sake of others with  “other businesses opening ahead of our own.” 

THE Eastern Daily Press reported that work  on the multi-million pound 

scheme to improve Thickthorn junction may be delayed until water voles 

are moved. 

The proposed changes, which we described in last month’s Herald, would 

involve diverting a stream near Hethersett which is a habitat for water 

voles - a species which is protected by law under the Wildlife and Coun-

tryside Act 1981. 

The work cannot start until the voles have been moved south of the Cant-

ley Lane link . You can read more about this at: https://www.edp24.co.uk/

news/politics/thickthorn-roundabout-revamp-hit-by-water-voles-1-6846194 
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News From The Media 

Still Waiting and In Pain 
HETHERSETT resident Caryl Wright has 

become something of a Media celebrity in 

the past month, appearing in print and on 

local and national television. 

The Eastern Daily Press included an arti-

cle about waiting lists for people awaiting 

knee and hip replacement operations with 

more than 50,000 patients nationally hav-

ing to wait for more than a year for NHS 

treatment. 

Caryl spoke of the constant pain she is in. 

She was referred for surgery in January 

but looks likely to have to wait until 2021 

for an operation due to the increased wait-

ing times thanks to the virus pandemic. 

“I can feel the use of my leg has deterio-

rated and I don’t understand why they de-

lay saying you need surgery until it is so 

bad you can hardly walk. I will be waiting 

well over a year,” Caryl told the newspa-

per. 

You can read more on this story by going 

to: 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/health/hethersett-arthritis-patient-left-in-agony-

amid-steep-rise-in-surgery-waiting-times-1-6815958 

Caryl Wright—in constant pain. 

Photograph courtesy of Arch-

ant and used with permission. 

The EDP reported that Norfolk Fireservice could join Norfolk Police in using the new 

training centre at the former Hethersett Old Hall School. Discussions on finance are 

now taking place. Read more about this at: https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/politics/

norfolk-police-and-crime-commissioner-wants-discussions-over-police-and-fire-academy-1-

6825768 
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News From The Media 
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News From The Media 

On this and the previous page are just some of the Hethersett stories 

that have appeared in the Eastern Daily Press, Norwich Evening News 

and the Wymondham Mercury in the past month. On the previous page 

are stories about financing grass cutting in Hethersett graveyard, an 

education revolution in the village and the impending re-opening of 

Hethersett King’s Head. Above is a story about Hethersett’s attempts 

to raise money to purchase a tank during the Second World War. Be-

low is the story 

about permissive 

paths being  closed 

around Hethersett. 

During the month 

there was also cov-

erage of the Jubilee 

Youth Club’s appeal 

for £20,000 to mend 

a leaking roof at the 

premises in Back 

Lane. 
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Brendan’s Award Winning Haven 

A HETHERSETT garden has won an award and met with the approval of televi-
sion gardening personality Alan Titchmarsh. 

And the home of Brendan and Bobby Dowling has also helped to raise money 
for the Priscilla Bacon Hospice Appeal. Brendan and Bobby won the small gar-
dens section of the Planning for Priscilla competition which was judged by Alan 
Titchmarsh. 

Brendan and Bobby Dowling moved into their house on Steeple Tower in 2013 
as Bobby explained: “We look upon it as our evergreen oasis. We moved into 
our house with its small south facing garden in 2013 which consisted of a small 
decked area, a lawn, five shrubs and an empty space where the previous own-
ers had taken their very large summer house from. 

“Over the next few years, with a little help, we created a mainly evergreen space 

Brendan Dowling pictured in his prize-winning garden. Photograph courtesy of Bobby 

Dowling. 
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using different large leaved plants and textures, along with a rose/jasmine arch, 
a small seating area under the wisteria and added a canopy of assorted climbers 
over the decking. 

 “We have a number of feathered visitors and attract the usual garden birds and 
their nests, along with robins, woodpeckers, bats and even a barn owl. We live in 
the back of our house and feel like we are sitting in the garden come rain or 
shine, Bobby said. 

The competition attracted over 60 entries from all over Norfolk. Money was 

raised for the hospice appeal from entry fees to the competition. Brendan and 

Bobby received a share in £400 of Jarrold vouchers and a certificate signed by 

Alan himself. 

Alan Titchmarsh praised Brendan and Bobby’s garden as being “absolutely love-

ly.” 

Brendan and Bobby Dowling’s award winning Hethersett garden which has been 

praised by celebrity Alan Titchmarsh and which was placed first in a county-wide 

competition. 
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More photographs of the Dowling garden. Pictures courtesy of Bobby Dowling and 

reproduced with permission. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

The Things They Say 

“I have been giving much thought to what our significant festivals will look like 

this year. Our regular services are far from what we would like them to be, and 

the slightly panicked speculation in the Media that Christmas will be cancelled 

is both amusing and sobering.” 

The Rector of Hethersett the Rev Derek McClean writing in the Village Good 

News Magazine. 
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Putting Hethersett On The Map 
________________________________________________________________ 

Lewis Buckingham continues his delve into Hethersett’s past  by taking us back 
to the 17th century when Hethersett was mapped for the first time. 

________________________________________________________________ 

LAST month I brought the story of Pump Hall 
and its environs up to around 1680. 

If you'll forgive a brief excursion, I thought we 
couldn't move on until I spoke a little about 
the first time Hethersett was really put on the 
map. And no I don't mean Kett's Rebellion, 
but an actual map of Hethersett which was 
published in 1675. 

In that year, John Ogilby (pictured opposite) 
published his Atlas of Britannia. It was a no-
table achievement, as it was the first attempt 
at comprehensive coverage of the British 
Isles to a single scale. It was not an atlas as 
we would expect it nowadays. It was instead 
a series of "strip maps".  

They were pictorial plans of the routes be-
tween major towns. Notes were made of 
bridges and sites of interest to either side of 
the main thoroughfare as you travelled. And the main thoroughfare, from Attle-
borough to Norwich - and by extension from London to Norwich - led through 
Hethersett. An image of the 1675 map of Hethersett by John Ogilby is on the 
next page. 

Now this wasn't the earliest map to feature Hethersett. You can find Hethersett 
on a 1574 map of Norfolk made by Christopher Saxton. This was actually the 
first county map ever made. But Hetherset is just a name and a small picture 
representing a town. There's no further detail given.  

Interestingly, you can see an image of the first copy of this map on the British 
Library website here: 

 http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/unvbrit/n/zoomify83478.html 

This copy was owned by Elizabeth First’s Secretary of State and, if you zoom in, 
written in his hand below Hethersett is "Flowrdew". He may have been noting 
who they would meet when Elizabeth travelled up that same road through Heth-
ersett to Norwich in 1578. 

Most map makers for the next hundred years settled for rehashing and 

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/unvbrit/n/zoomify83478.html
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"updating" Saxon's map - more often than not 
by just drawing some pictures in the corners. 

Ogilby rethought the whole thing. By using his 
strip maps, he essentially provided a virtual 
tour guide for all those who cared to look out of 
their carriage windows as they travelled the 
highways of Britain. 

So let me be your tour guide up the King’s 
Highway in 1675. 

The first thing we see as we enter the environs 
of Hethersett is a preponderance of woodland 
to the right of the carriage. Apparently the car-
tographers didn't look to the left, but this would 
have been much the same. They could have 
mentioned Kett's Oak if they'd turned their 
heads that way though. 

Gratifyingly, Ogilby and his mapmakers point 
out that for those three miles, the journey runs 
through Hethersett Common. At other times it 
was simply known as the Great Common - but 
this was simply to avoid conflict. If you asked 
anyone in Wymondham, it was called Wy-
mondham Common.  The image at the bottom 
of this page shows Faden’s map of Hethersett 
with details of the Common. 

This large area tapered north until it stuck out 
in a funny peninsular with Lynch Green at its 
head. The little pentagon of streets that exist 
there now were laid out when the Green was 
enclosed in 1800. The roads run about a 
property length inside the original bounds 
of the common land known as Lynch 
Green.  

Mill Road was built up the centre of the 
neck of the peninsular from the Great Com-
mon to Lynch Green. Whether the Great 
Common was called Wymondham Com-
mon or Hethersett Common really depend-
ed upon which village you asked the ques-
tion in. 

There was much woodland here, as well as 
a little bit of grazing and the odd ploughed 
areas in the common areas. On the whole 
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little was bounded by hedg-
es here. Later commenta-
tors lamented the beautiful 
woodland that disappeared 
when Hethersett Common 
as a whole was enclosed in 
1800. One large wood 
(probably to the left of the 
road) was known as Skil-
man's Bush, with scattered 
copses throughout the re-
mainder. 

Now we've passed the 
woods on both sides of the 
road, we come to a great 
empty space on the right 
hand side of the map. You'll 
see that there's no sign of 
Ketteringham Lane. It hadn't 
yet joined Braygate Lane 
and Shovel Lane off some-
where in the blank vastness 
of fields that lay there. 

The first seemingly familiar 
landmark arrives out the left hand window of the carriage, as we pass the head 
of the future Ketteringham Lane - Wood Hall.  

I say seemingly familiar, because it's not actually clear whether this building is 
the building we know as Wood Hall today. It's easy to assume this to be the 
case, as many features of present day Wood Hall definitely predate this map, so 
that building definitely stood there in 1675. 

What makes this assumption anything but easy is that later maps and land rec-
ords clearly call the building we now know as Wood Hall, the Red House.  

The records call it the Red House from 1709 onwards. Before that, it was never 
referred to as having any particular name. Its owners can be tracked back to 
John Sturman, a well off Husbandman in Hethersett who died in 1625, and none 
of the owners were lords of the Manor of Hethersett Woodhall. 

It wasn't until Reverend William Wayte Andrew, Vicar of Ketteringham, bought 
the Red House in 1841 that it became definitively known as Wood Hall 
(Incidentally, Wood Hall aka the Red House was the other lot put up for auction 
alongside Pump Hall Farm, but that's another story). 

So what is this Woodhall on Ogilby's map? 

There was a Manor in Hethersett known as "Hethersett Woodhall", but a manor 

Detail of Wood Hall in 1675 by Ogilby 
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house and a Manor were quite different things. The most common idea we have 
nowadays of a Manor is of a great central house surrounded by land. Something 
akin to a landed estate or a large wealthy farm. But a Manor need not have a 
manor house at all. Often, as we've seen over and over again when we've 
looked at farming patterns, the lands were not necessarily contiguous. They 
could be spread between disparate parishes many miles apart. 

The earliest mention of this Manor by name is as the Manor of "Wodehalle" in a 
1359 conveyance of a third of it to William, son of John de Hedersete (you can 
view the original document at: http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT6/CP25_1/Norf/
CP25_1_166/IMG_0304.htm ).  

It had actually been in the de Hedersete family for a few generations by this 
time, and the conveyance to William was from his remarried widowed mother. 
This third of the manor was presumably her 'widow's third', which by custom re-
verted to her husband's heir upon a widow's death or remarriage. 

Over time the Manor of Wodehalle owned by the de Hedersete's became known 
as Hethersett Woodhall, but much - and perhaps most - of its land actually lay in 
Great and Little Melton. 

It may well be that the "Hethersett" part of "Hethersett Woodhall" actually owes 
far more to the de Hedersete family than to the location of its lands. Confusingly, 
by the time of this conveyance, the de Hedersetes were Lords of the Manor of 
Cringleford, and no longer lived in Hethersett. 

As a matter of trivia, John de Hedersete's uncle was Remigius de Hedersete. He 
built the church of St Andrew at Hingham - probably in the 1350s - during his 
tenure as Rector. Three of the four St Remigius's in Norfolk (those at Hethersett, 
Dunston and Roydon) were dedicated around this time, and it's thought that they 
were all dedicated in honour of this Remigius de Hedersete's name saint. The 
Church of St Remigius in Hethersett was also evidently being rebuilt around this 
time, perhaps at Remigius' instigation. 

The de Hedersete Family and 
Wood Hall Manor 

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT6/CP25_1/Norf/CP25_1_166/IMG_0304.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT6/CP25_1/Norf/CP25_1_166/IMG_0304.htm
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Over the years, Wood Hall manor was also known at times as Skilman's, 
Pagrave's and Downe's Manor. In fact if you check the 1574 map I linked to at 
the beginning, you'll see "Downes" is written in beneath "Melton p:" (short for 
Melton Parva, or Little Melton).  

The Downes family owned the Manor of Little Melton. It's not clear that they ac-
tually owned Woodhall, but by using the Downes name for it, the locals obviously 
thought the head honcho in Little Melton would have naturally controlled 
Woodhall Manor. 

Following the above naming conventions, for a while Wodehalle Manor was 
known simply as Hetherset's Manor, dropping "Wodehalle" altogether. In 1563. 
This last naming led to a fair bit of litigation with the Flowerdew family during 
their ownership of the "Manor of Hethersett". 

The respective names of the two Manors at the time - "The Manor of Hetherset 
cum membris" and "Hetherset's Manor" - led to Clement Palgrave, the Lord of 
the latter, insisting he had control of all the common land that was part of the 
village of Hethersett. We all know how the Flowerdews felt about the common 
land, so the rest can be left to your imagination (it included a lot of bickering 
about what either Manor was actually called). 

Clement could be forgiven for his mistake though. He didn't live locally and there 
is evidence that he did own an actual Manor House for Woodhall Manor some-
where at the West End of town. It was specifically described as being on the 
edge of Hethersett Common. Exactly 
where is unclear. He perhaps as-
sumed that he had control over the 
Common Land that sat right on his 
doorstep. 

Opposite is the 1675 Woodhall laid 
over the 1797 map by Faden 

If you look at the 1797 map by 
Faden which shows the extent of the 
common, the location of Wood Hall 
today, the record of a Woodhall Man-
or house on the edge of the Com-
mon and the image of Wood Hall on 
the 1675 map tally up quite well. 

Funnily enough, when our present 
day Wood Hall was bought in 1841 
by Rev Andrew - still described at 
the time as the Red House - it lay on 
land owned by the Manor of Hethersett Cromwells, not of the Manor of Heth-
ersett Woodhall. "Hethersett Cromwells" was by this time the common name for 
Flowerdew's "Hetherset cum membris". 
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So we have to wonder: How could the Manor House of "Hethersett Woodhall" 
be owned by the Manor of "Hethersett Cromwells"? It couldn't, could it?  

At the moment my guess is that some kind of arbitrated handover happened 
during the judgement of those court cases way back then. But that is a question 
for another day. 

As we continue our 
journey to Norwich, 
those familiar with the 
village may look out 
the left window of the 
carriage and notice 
that Cann's Lane isn't 
yet evident. That re-
gion was known as 
Cann's Hill, however, 
at the time. A house 
stood there, and per-
haps a private farm 
road traced the later 
route of Cann's Lane. 

We're now entering 
Hethersett village. Ahead and high above the other buildings to the right of the 
Road stands good old St Remigius Church, another familiar landmark - although 
at this time you'll remember it was in a rather ruined state thanks to the Flow-
erdews. It also did not yet have a steeple atop of the tower, so perhaps it didn't 
tower over the village so well as it does today. 

On the left a single building stands before the corner of Queen's Road. The 
Queen's Head existed at this time, and that little building is probably meant to 
represent it. It wasn't yet a public house, but was owned by the parish for the 
use of the poor and was probably still known as "Jecks". It would have looked 
quite different from the present. It was however on the cusp of becoming a pub-
lic house, having been refurbished at perhaps too great an expense in 1673. 

While we can see Queen's Road on the map -  known as Lynch Lane at the 
time - we aren't shown where it led. 

Lynch Green, is still a familiar part of Hethersett, but it too has changed. It would 
originally have been named something like "hlinc" green in Anglo Saxon times. 
A "hlinc" was a term for a ledge of ploughland on a hillside, or for a natural ter-
race in the land. That little area has changed somewhat since the days of Ed-
ward the Confessor, but the name very little. 

By 1675, a small hamlet had formed around Lynch Green, with the main village 
running along the King’s Highway. Looking at a map today, you'd think that 
Lynch Green was the centre of Hethersett, but in 1675 it was still just a group of 
poor farmers making use of the common lands to make ends meet. 

The Queen's Head - 
once called Jeck's 
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Travel in the 17
th
 century was a lot slower than today. Although we haven't made 

it all the way through the village yet, I feel it might be time to stop in at Jecks. We 
can rest there till next month. Perhaps while we're there we can ask them wheth-
er the bar will open any year soon. It's high time for an ale. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Scam Warning 
IN each edition of Hethersett Herald 
we highlight just some of the many 
scams doing the rounds in Norfolk. 

The idea  behind this is to help local 
people to avoid becoming victims of 
unscrupulous scammers. 

Often the scams take place in other 
parts of the county and our warnings 
are of a general nature regarding 
scams that may or may not find their 
way to Hethersett. 

On 29th September, I received a letter 
from the International FIFA World Cup 
Online Lottery which fluttered through 
my door. It told me that we had won 
£825,000 as part of the celebrations 
for the coming Olympic Games and 
World Cup. 

Alarm bells immediately started ringing 
as I haven’t bought any tickets for any-
thing like this which it claims is awarded through a postcode computer ballot.. 

THIS IS A SCAM and letters could be circulating throughout the village. A quick 
check on the internet established that thousands of these winning letters have 
been sent out. If you get one please report it to trading standards, the contact 
details of which appear on page 116 of this edition along with details of other 
scams doing the rounds. 

I was particularly interested in the part of the letter which stated: “Please to help 
us proceed with your claims, this information must be kept away from public to 
avoid unwarranted abuse of the program or fraudulent acts from criminal mind-
ed and unauthorised person(s). That really is a case of the pot calling the kettle 
black, not to mention an example of appalling English grammar. 

Incidentally the scam letters are signed by Walter Freedman whose position is 
given as Vice President of the International FIFA World Cup Online Lottery. 

Peter Steward 
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The 12th in a series featuring a literary gem found in the Back Lane Book Swap.  Books 

found during a wander along the lane.  Of course by the time you read this the featured 

book may have gone. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Classics of Back Lane with Penelope Brown 

No. 12– About a Boy by Nick 

Found in the Book Swap is this first edition (1998) of 
ABOUT A BOY written by Nick Hornby. Other titles 
by the same author include, FEVER PITCH and 
HIGH FIDELITY.  

This went on to become an extraordinarily success-
ful film starring Hugh Grant. 

In this novel, Nick Hornby explores the connections 
people make when the so-called ideal family model 
does not apply. As he did with football in FEVER 
PITCH and with record collections in HIGH FIDELI-
TY, he keeps his eye on the subject while revealing 
much more – always cutting through received rub-

bish with a singular sense of purpose.  In the process he connects with a huge 
number of people who find his view of the world funny, wise and disarmingly 
entertaining. 

Set in 1993 London ABOUT A BOY features two main protagonists: Will Free-
man, a 36-year-old bachelor, and Marcus Brewer, an incongruous schoolboy 
described as 'introverted' by his suicidal mother, Fiona, despite his tendencies 
to bond and interact with people. Will's father wrote a successful Christmas 
song, the royalties of which have afforded Will the ability to remain voluntarily 
redundant throughout his life – he spends his huge amounts of free time im-
mersing himself in 1990s culture, drinking, and pursuing sexual relations with 
women. 

After a pleasant relationship with a single mother, Angie, Will comes up with 
the idea of attending a single parents’ group as a new way to pick up women. 
For this purpose, he invents a two-year-old son called Ned. Will then makes a 
number of acquaintances through his membership of the single parents’ group, 
two of which are Fiona and her son Marcus. Although their relationship is ini-
tially somewhat strained, they finally succeed in striking up a true friendship 
despite Will being largely uninterested during the early-middle stages of the 
novel. Will, a socially aware and "trendy" person, aids Marcus to fit into 1990s 
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youth culture by encouraging him not to get his hair cut by his mother, buying 
him Adidas trainers, and introducing him to contemporary music such 
as Nirvana. Marcus and Will's friendship strengthens as the story progresses, 
even after Marcus and Fiona discover Will's lie about having a child. 

Marcus is befriended by Ellie McCrae, a tough, moody 15-year-old girl, who is 
constantly in trouble at school because she insists on wearing a Kurt Co-
bain jumper. He also spends some time with his dad Clive, who visits Marcus 
and Fiona for Christmas together with his new girlfriend Lindsey and her mother. 
Clive has a minor accident during some D.I.Y work and breaks his collar bone. 
This prompts Clive into having 'a big think' about the meaning of his life, and he 
summons Marcus to Cambridge to see him. Marcus decides to bring Ellie along 
with him for support, however they are arrested on the way as Ellie smashes a 
shop window displaying a cardboard cut-out of Kurt Cobain – accusing the 
shopkeeper of 'trying to make money out of him' after his suicide. 

Meanwhile, to Will's despair, he falls in love with a woman called Rachel. Rachel 
is a single mother with a son named Ali (Alistair) who is the same age as Mar-
cus. The two originally fight, but quickly become friends. Will's emotional facul-
ties are liberated, and he begins to 'shed [his] old skin' of emotional indifference 
– simultaneously Marcus is becoming more typical of his age, and he begins to 
enjoy his life more. 

The penultimate scene takes place in a police station in a small suburban town, 
where nearly every significant character in the novel is present; their common 
link being Marcus. The novel ends during a three-way dialogue between Mar-
cus, Will and Fiona where Will, to see if Marcus has truly changed, proposes the 
idea that he play a Joni Mitchell song on Fiona's piano, which she is enthusias-
tic about. However, Marcus responds saying he 'hates' Joni Mitchell whereby 
Hornby concludes the novel with the narration saying, "Will knew Marcus would 
be OK." 

_______________________________________________________________ 

HETHERSETT Methodist Church has re-opened its doors for regular 

worship but with some enforced changes. 

Morning services will now be live on Sundays at 10.30 am but will also 

be featured online. 

For those attending the church face masks or face shields will be com-

pulsory and social distancing will be observed. 

For more details visit the Hethersett, Morley and Wymondham Methodist 

Churches Facebook Page where there will be a service with words which 

can be used at home. 
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There is No Planet B 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Ways to increase the bee population in our gardens, by Penelope Brown 

_______________________________________________________________ 

BEE numbers are falling across the world. 
There isn’t one single cause to blame but 
there are three significant threats that 
stand out: 

• pesticides 

• the varroa mite 

• habitat loss 

It has been estimated that 97% of wildflow-
er meadows disappeared from England and Wales between the 1930s and the 
1980s; this has contributed to a profound impact on our wildlife including bees.  
Mayhew, D.B.  et al (2016). 

Bees pollinate 75% of our main food crops worldwide, including some of our 
favourite produce like apples, strawberries and tomatoes. Scientists estimate 
that it would cost over £1.8 billion every year to pollinate UK crops by hand. 

There are several things that we can do as individuals and as a community to 
increase the bee population. 

Things that we can do as individuals: 

• Leave part, or all of your lawn uncut. Lawn weeds such as dandelion and 

clover (white and red) are excellent bee plants.  

• Leave an area of nettles in the garden, 
embrace the weeds  

• Build Bee Hotels (example opposite) 

• Cut down on pesticides, use only organic 
if they need to be used at all 

• Plant up areas with wildflower mixes. Mix 

seeds with sand, sow the seeds and tread 
them in. Include flowers such as: 

Borage, Comfrey, Knapweed, Calendula, Corn-
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flower, Scabious, Ox eye daisy, Red campion and Yarrow 

Things that we can do as a community: 

• Wildflower corridors or strips increase bees’ range. Collaborate with neigh-
bours and encourage them to take the same initiatives in their gardens 
and therefore create corridors. 

• Use verges to leave as areas that are left unmown. 

• Make seed bombs and distribute them on waste land and communal are-
as: Making seed bombs: In a bowl mix together one cup of seeds with five 
cups of compost and two to three cups of clay powder (found in craft 
shops). Slowly mix in water until everything sticks together. Divide and roll 
the mixture into small balls. Leave the balls to dry in a sunny spot. Throw 
your bombs onto chosen spots and watch to see what comes up. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Village Shorts 

Collection Delay 

The annual collection for the Children’s Society has been postponed due to the pan-

demic. It is now hoped to hold it early in the new year. 

Messy Church 

The scheduled messy church session in St Remigius  Church on Saturday 3rd October 

has been cancelled as organisers are not confident  on safety issues. It is hoped to re-

turn safely to sessions in the not too distant future. 

Hethersett Parochial Charity 

Funds are available for people living in the village in need of support. 

Further details are available from the clerk to the trustees Stephanie Clarke on 01603 

811589. 

St Remigius Open 

Hethersett Parish Church is open between 10 am and midday on Sundays with a ser-

vice of morning prayer at 10.30 am. The church is also open from 10 am until midday  

on Wednesdays for private prayer. 
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My Photographic Diary by John Head 

Hethersett resident and friend of Hethersett Herald, John Head, is a keen 

photographer who regularly posts his excellent photographs on Face-

book. Here we feature a selection of John’s photographs taken during his 

wanderings in an around Hethersett. 

Kett's Oak at Dawn. 
These photographs 
capture the impact 
of dawn on Kett's 
Oak and its sur-
rounds between 

5.45 and 6.15 am on 
1st September. 

All photographs courtesy of 

John Head and reproduced 

with his permission. 

More from John in the No-

vember edition of Hethersett 

Herald 
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Ominous dawn skies over the fields of Hethersett. Shots taken as the sun came up 

between 5.45 and 6.15 am on Wednesday, 16th September. 

My Photographic Diary by John Head 
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My Photographic Diary by John Head 

Ladybelt Country Park just outside 

Hethersett 
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They’ve Got Hethersett Archived 
HETHERSETT History is being brought back to life by a Google-backed project 
which will give access to over 150 
years of news items from the Eastern 
Daily Press Newspaper. 

Local Recall has digitised the entire 
EDP archive which means millions of 
articles on and about Norfolk. 

And hidden amongst those pages will 
be hundreds of articles on our village. 
Up to now the Archant-owned archives 
have been open to the public through 
personal visits on three days of the 
week. But looking for articles has 
meant time-consuming pouring over fragile volumes of newspapers. 

In 2017 Archant—publishers of the Eastern Daily Press–received a six figure 
grant to allow it to launch the Local Recall project. 

The project began in early 2018 and – with help from Norwich-based artificial 
intelligence and chatbot company Ubisend along with specialist historical scan-
ning companies TownsWeb Archiving and Find My Past – Local Recall has since 
digitised an estimated 750,000 pages of EDP newspapers. 

In the process, more than seven million articles have been uploaded online 
through a process of high-resolution photography, optical character recognition 
software and key word extraction, which helps improve search accuracy. 

Over 800 volunteers were then called in to proof read and check texts and arti-
cles ahead of the official launch. Apps will allow subscribers to use voice controls 
to call up articles, although there will be search facilities for those who prefer to 
type in their queries. 

Users of local recall can explore the EDP archives from October 1870 right up to 
the latest breaking news through a subscription service available on monthly and 
annual price plans. The cost is £5.99 per month with an annual subscription of 
£59.99 also available. More information on the service is available from: 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/features/local-recall-digital-newspaper-archive-
launched-1-6752082  

You can sign up for Local Recall by going to localrecall.co.uk 

We will be having a good look round Local Recall to report back on what can be 
found out about our village for a special feature in a coming edition of Hethersett 
Herald. 
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Down Memory Lane– with Peter Steward 

WE start out trip down memory lane this month with two lovely drawings by Kate By-

grave which were featured on the All Things Hethersett Facebook page and which are 

reproduced with Kate’s permission. 

They depict two buildings in Lynch Green—Myrtle Cottage and Southview Cottage. 

More of Kate’s collections of old Hethersett photos can be found on the following pag-

es. 
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Down Memory Lane 
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Down Memory Lane 
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Down Memory Lane 

The Days The Trains Ran 

THERE has been 

talk over the past few 

years of a railway 

station returning to 

Hethersett and, 

whilst this seems 

unlikely, it is good to 

turn the clocks back 

to the days when 

there was a vibrant 

station in the village 

down Station Lane. 

Nothing remains of 
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Down Memory Lane 

the station now apart from a few old buildings. 

Hethersett Railway Station was built in 1845 and, in the 1960s, as many as 
12 trains a day in each direction stopped there. Hethersett was on the Great 
Eastern Railway main line between Norwich and Thetford/Ely. In the 1960s 
the majority of trains stopping there were part of the Norwich to King’s Lynn/
Wells Next the Sea service. 
 
The station was almost two kilometres from the main part of the village, down 
what is now Station Lane which is divided by the main A11. In 1966, the sta-
tion was considered to be surplus to requirements and was closed. The plat-
forms were removed.  
 
For a time the station buildings were used as part of a tyre store. Subsequent-
ly the station building was left derelict and photographs of its poor state are 
available on the internet.  

Photographs of Hethersett Station are from the collection of resident Kate 
Bygrave and used with permission. 
  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

THIS year’s celebrations to mark the 75th anniversary of VJ 

(Victory over Japan) Day were understandably muted due to  

Covid restrictions. 

In October 1995 it was a different story as the latest edition of the 

village Good News magazine pointed out. 

The Village Hall was decked in flags and bunting as 100 people 

danced to the group Middle of the Road. There was a tea-time par-

ty for the elderly with plenty of nostalgia. A special VJ cake was 

cut by 94-year-old Mrs Daley and everyone present received a raf-

fle prize. 

The VJ celebrations were organised by Hethersett Parish Council 

with the help of an army of volunteers. 
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News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 

Stories and photographs by Charlotte Govier 

EUREKA! 
EARLY September our residents 

enjoyed an afternoon of science 

experiments online with local 

children courtesy of Friend In-

deed and scientist Lucy. The res-

idents enjoyed joining in with the 

fun experiments included in the 

box that Lucy sent to the home.  

Residents en-

joyed making 

gyrocopters, 

looking through 

special specs to 

see the full spec-

trum of light and 

making paper 

water lilies while 

watching the chil-

dren do the same 

online! It was so 

nice to see that 

inter-generational 

friendships can 

still be made 

thanks to the magic of technology, even in these troubling times.  

When asked if they enjoyed it, a resident said ‘very much so’, with another 

adding ‘oh yes, it was lovely and nice to see the children again as we have 

missed them‘.  A huge thank you to Kelly from Friend indeed and Lucy for 

organising it all and we look forward to the next one! 
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Ready, Steady, Go 

One afternoon the residents and staff enjoyed 

taking part in various sports day activities. We 

divided into two teams with residents and staff 

on each team to compete for prizes.  

 

Residents on each team had a turn at horse-

shoe pitching, skittles and tin can alley target! 

Staff enjoyed competing in an egg and spoon 

race as well as an obstacle course relay race! The 

highlight of the day was staff space-hopping in fancy 

dress, which made us all giggle!  

 

Thank you so much to all who took part, it was so love-

ly to see residents and staff smiling and enjoying them-

selves.  

A New Addition To 
The Greenhouse 

 

Terry, a resident of Hethersett Hall, is a 
very keen gardener and loves to take 
care of many plants and flowers in his 
greenhouse.  
 
Recently he ordered a Banana tree 
which he is very excited to grow - watch 
this space. 
 
Terry is pictured opposite with his new 
purchase. 

News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 
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A Sensational 
Morning 

During the summer 
months, we spent some 
time in the courtyard 
planting herbs in our new 
planters that our mainte-
nance team made for the 
residents to enjoy.  

We planted rosemary, 
curry plants, chives, lav-
ender, and coriander. The residents are enjoying 
taking care and watching them grow and in turn 
meeting physical and sensory needs. 

Oh What A Beautiful Morning 

We are very lucky here at Hethersett Hall to 
have such beautiful grounds with stunning 
views throughout every season which resi-
dents like to admire.  

As a new activity, 
we took residents 
on a nature trail 
hunt. On our stroll 
we saw lots of 
flowers, tall trees 
and squirrels!  

One resident said, 
“it’s so nice to be outside in the fresh air”.  

In trying times like these we try to remember 
how the little things in life, matter most. 

News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 
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Memory Boxes 

We have been busy creating memory 

boxes for residents’ keepsakes. We 

spent time chatting about what colours 

residents would like to use, how they 

would like to decorate their boxes and 

what special photos or items they 

would like to put in them. Memory box-

es are a special memento for residents 

to look through to remember happy 

times and significant moments in their 

lives which is part of who they are. 

These can be shared with others to 

engage conversation to meet social 

and emotional needs.  

We’ve got our Mojo back 

Before lockdown Foteini from Creative Mojo used to visit 

us every week to do arts and crafts with our residents in Memory Lane. We 

have really missed her and we were delighted to arrange a live arts and crafts 

session instructing residents supported by staff. We painted sunflowers with 

inspiration from Vincent Van Gogh. Residents were amazed to see Foteini on 

the TV smiling and waving at them. They were thrilled with the finished piece 

and felt a sense of achievement - we’ve got our Mojo back! 

News From Hethersett Hall Care Home 
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Where Are The Best Deals? 
ONCE again this month 
we looked at petrol pric-
es with our survey tak-
en towards the end of 
the month. Our aim is to compare garages within easy driving distances 
of Hethersett to let you know where the best value is. 

Prices have stayed pretty static over the past month after rising the previ-
ous month. Once again it is annoying to have to report that the two gar-
ages at Wymondham (Waitrose and Abbeygate) and Thickthorn Services 
continue to be 10p per litre more expensive than some of the other gar-
ages. 

Each month we will be using the eight garages listed below to show how 
prices have increased or decreased over the past month. The best value 
petrol and diesel is highlighted in red. NC = No Change. 

There may be even better value if you go slightly further afield and please 
note that these prices were checked near the end of the month but may 
have changed further before publication. 

Once again our advice if you want the best deals is shop around and 
avoid paying inflated petrol and diesel prices. You could save yourself 
hundreds of pounds over a year and that’s a lot of additional motoring. 

Herald Petrol Watch 

 Unleaded Diesel Change Change 

Asda Hall Road, Norwich  109.7 113.7 NC NC 

Tesco Express, Earlham Road, Norwich 109.9 114.9 NC NC 

Sainsbury’s Queen’s Road Norwich  109.9 113.9 +1p +1p 

Tesco Harford Bridges, Norwich 109.9 114.9 NC NC 

Sainsbury’s Longwater, Norwich 110.9 115.9 NC +1p 

Abbeygate Wymondham 119.9 125.9 +1p NC 

Waitrose Wymondham 119.9 125.9 NC NC 

Thickthorn Services, Hethersett 119.9 125.9 -1p NC 
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Angela’s Back Lane  Gallery 

Regular contributor Angela Eden brings us photographically up to date with building 

in Back Lane. It’s all hands to the pump as work continues on extensions to Hethersett 

Academy ahead of the school’s re-opening for the new term. 
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We Are On Facebook 
Hethersett Herald is on Facebook. You can follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/Hethersett-Herald-196216690775010/ 

Please share details of the Herald so we can increase our readership. 

The November edition of Hethersett Herald will be online at the end 

of October. 

News, features and photographs should be with the editor by Octo-

ber 15th at the latest. 

We are happy to consider items for publication either on Hethersett 

or written by Hethersett residents on other subjects and they can 

be sent to  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Join The Email Group 
We currently use Social Media to inform residents when a new edition of 

Hethersett Herald is published. 

We also post copies of new editions, along with an archive of editions from 

the past five years, on the website www.hethersettherald.weebly.com. 

If you would like to be alerted via e-mail of the  publication of a new edition 

please send an e-mail requesting this service to the editor—

petersteward@lineone.net. 

We will then draw up a group for circulation. Your e-mail address will not be 

disclosed to any third parties and will be used exclusively for notification of 

new publications. 
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Advertise In Hethersett Herald 
Hethersett Herald is a monthly e-magazine published in the last week of 

each month. We are now happy to take advertising. If you want to pro-

mote your business to a wide audience and support our aims of bringing 

village news and views to as many people as possible why not take out 

an advert? Our rates are detailed below. 

If you wish to advertise in Hethersett Herald please contact the editor 

Peter Steward on petersteward@lineone.net or 01603 811052. 

Artwork should be supplied by the advertisers in Jpeg format. 

 

Contact Us 

petersteward@lineone.net 

Advertising Rates 

 Per Edition Annual—12 

Editions 

Quarter Page £20 £200 

Half Page Horizontal £30 £300 

Half Page Vertical £30 £300 

Full Page £50 £500 
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Hethersett Health with Rowan House 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 Brett Rennolds from Rowan House Helps us to see through the fog 

_______________________________________________________________ 

WHEN driving in fog, it is advisable to put your fog lights on but, it is my experi-
ence, all too many of us forget. We struggle on regardless despite the simple 
fact that driving would be easier and our lives, and that of others, would be saf-
er if we’d just turn those fog lights on. 

At this present moment our lived experience can appear fogged, clouded by a 
sense of only slowly moving, reacting to risks as opposed to having the desired 
time to respond. 

So much conflicting advice, uncertainty and indecision compounds this fogging 
of our thoughts, so the need to put our personal fog lights on couldn’t be more 
necessary, if we are to stay on our road and arrive at our destination safely. 

Proverbial fog, or in this case, uncertainty, evokes fear. Fear manifests as anxi-
ety and anxiety impacts on our ability to make a proper assessment of the situ-
ation and identify the right solutions. 

A n x i e t y  i s  a  p r i m a r y  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  s t r e s s  a n d  t h e  m o r e  
s t r e s s e d  yo u  f e e l  t h e  l e s s  c a p a c i t y  y o u  h a v e  f o r  r a t i o n a l  
t h o u g h t .  

Think of stress as flowing into our personal stress bucket that, if left unchecked, 
will overflow. Neurologically this stress is elevated levels of stress hormones; 
adrenalin, noradrenalin and cortisone produced by the hypothalamus in re-
sponse to the fog permeating our lived experience. 

A full stress bucket results in your thoughts, feelings and behaviours (TFB) be-
coming increasingly negative, corrosive and unkind. 

This neurological response to perceived fog is normal, we are not broken, ra-
ther our mind is doing what all minds do when experiencing prolonged levels of 
stress. It is stepping up to ensure our survival.  Our Neanderthal past selves 
required these stress hormones to survive prolonged drought, famine, conflict 
or disease. This survival instinct, in essence, resides in the DNA that has been 
past on to our present day selves. 

When we are overwhelmed, our stress buckets overflow and the only response 
available to us is to defer to those behaviours that have ensured our survival in 
the past. 

Deferring to previous patterns of thoughts, feelings and behaviour to ensure 
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our survival may manifest as neglecting ourselves, or those closest to us, in-
creased drinking, not sleeping or withdrawing from social interaction. Unfortu-
nately these ‘fused’ behaviours only serve to compound that sense of being 
overwhelmed. They will not reduce the stress flowing into our bucket and the fog 
will not clear. 

So what can we do to alleviate and subsequently break free from the fog? 

It comes down to what you choose to notice. Noticing the fog will not make the 
fog lift any faster, however, pulling off the road for a coffee, is something we can 
do.  We can use that time at the service station to reflect on that meeting you just 
had, the conversation you want to have with your partner or simply use the time 
to catch up on personal emails, get something to eat or read a book. 

Noticing, savouring and valuing that we can do something, despite the fog, puts 
us back in control.  By being in control we exercise agency in the choices availa-
ble to us and in doing so begin to reduce the amount of stress flowing into our 
buckets; we might even begin to turn the tap on our bucket, allowing stress to 
flow out, giving ourselves greater capacity to think, feel and behave in a more 
mindful way. 

So, now what?  The fog is still there but we are now changing how we respond; 
how we choose to think, act and interact whilst in the fog. 

Our focus has now shifted, we are exercising agency despite the fog. The fog is 
not all we notice as we are now noticing, savouring and valuing the things we 
can do. We are beginning to accept, that from time to time, we will be driving in 
the fog.  We have located our fog lights and turned them on, we have done 
something. 

W e  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a n  a c t i o n ,  b e c o m i n g  d e f u s e d  f r o m  
t h o s e  p r e v i o u s  p a t t e r n s  o f  b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  h a v e  c o n f i n e d  u s  
t o  t h e  p a s t .  

We accept that fog is temporary and will pass on its own accord all by itself. The 
use of fog as a metaphor for the current Covid19 crisis allows us to detach from 
the immediate reality of our personal situation and use this present moment to 
identify the small steps we can take now, this moment. 

This commitment to action is the proverbial small step, it is a step that no one 
else can take for us or even prescribe. We are, in essence, a problem solving 
machine. We have reached this point in our life because we have succeeded at 
solving problems; this present situation is just the next obstacle that must be 
overcome and escape the fog. 

By removing ourselves from the fog, we can learn to defuse our self from those 
fused behavioural responses to uncertainty, allowing us permission to begin cul-
tivating new ways of accepting facets of self, or events beyond our control. It is 
this change in thoughts, feelings and behaviours that will enable us to embrace, 
with a renewed agency, the cultivation of the transformative behaviours that en-
sure we emerge form the fog with a renewed sense of control and reach our de-
sired destination. 
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Trafalgar Night and The History of Toasting 
________________________________________________________________ 

Hethersett Resident Gus Honeywood is branch communications officer of the 
Norwich Branch of the Royal Naval Association. Here he talks about how Covid 
19 has put an end to Trafalgar Night celebrations this year both locally and na-

tionally. 

________________________________________________________________ 

The Battle of Trafalgar, which took place on 
21st October, 1805, was a naval engagement of 
the Napoleonic Wars, which established British 
naval supremacy for more than 100 years. It 
was fought west of Cape Trafalgar, Spain, be-
tween Cádiz and the Strait of Gibraltar. A fleet 
of 33 ships (18 French and 15 Spanish) under 
Admiral Pierre de Villeneuve fought a British 
fleet of 27 ships under Admiral Horatio Nelson. 

The Battle of Trafalgar is usually celebrated by 
Commissioned Officers of the Royal Navy by 
holding a Trafalgar Night dinner in the Officers’ 
Mess. Other interested parties also hold Trafal-
gar Night dinners in commemoration of the bat-
tle and Lord Nelson and every year the Norwich 
Branch host a Trafalgar Night Dinner on the 
Saturday evening closest to the 21st October, 
which is usually attended by between 80-100 
members and their guests, with the majority of male guests wearing dinner jack-
et, cummerbund and miniature medals and female guests normally wearing ei-
ther an evening or cocktail dress. However, in these unprecedented times, the 
2020 Trafalgar Night dinner hosted by the Norwich Branch has had to be can-
celled. 

During the course of the dinner organised by the Norwich branch, attendees are 
invited to stand for grace read by the branch president before enjoying a three-
course meal. Following the meal four toasts are made; the first being the ‘Loyal 
Toast’ given by the branch chairman, the ‘Guests’ given by the Trafalgar Night 
Dinner organiser, the ‘Royal Naval Association’ given by the guest of honour and 
the ‘Immortal Memory’ given by the one of the branch committee. Finally, Nel-
sons Prayer is read out. 

LORD NELSON’S PRAYER 

On the morning of 21st October 1805; the combined fleets of France and Spain 
then in sight:  

“MAY THE GREAT GOD, whom I worship, grant to my Country and for the bene-
fit of Europe in general, a great and glorious victory: and may no misconduct, in 

Horatio Nelson 
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any one, tarnish it: and may humanity after victory be the predominant feature 
in the British Fleet. For myself individually, I commit my life to Him who made 
me and may His blessing light upon my endeavours for serving my Country 
faithfully. To Him I resign myself and the just cause which is entrusted to me to 
defend.” 

AMEN ~ AMEN ~ AMEN” 

 

An Explanation of Toasts 

The tradition of toasting, in the sense of offering a dedication to a shared round 
of communal drinking has ancient roots. In various cultures it was not uncom-
mon to pour off the first bit of a drink “for the gods” or to offer a libation in the 
form of pouring some wine onto an altar. So, where does toast fit in? 

In England, it was common to flavour wine with a bit of browned or spiced 
toast. In the early 1700s a poet wrote of a lady whose name would “flavour a 
wine like spiced toast”. This seems to be the origin of associating a specific 
individual or institution with the ceremony of “toasting”. 

Unless there are foreign visitors in the wardroom, it is forbidden to propose any 
toast prior to the Loyal Toast to the health of the British Sovereign. If there are 
foreign officers present it is considered good manners to drink to the health of 
their head of state first. 

Never clink glasses. If a glass is heard ringing it is said to herald the death of a 
sailor. If you stop the ring the bad omen is converted to the death of two sol-
diers. That is not considered to be much of an issue. 

On shore non-drinkers may politely drink a toast in water. But aboard ship this 
is bad luck and suggests that the object of the toast will die by drowning. 

The Loyal Toast 

STAYING SEATED THROUGH THE LOYAL TOAST - A NAVAL TRADITION 

There are numerous stories reputed to have started the naval tradition of offic-
ers having the privilege of sitting during the loyal toast to the Sovereign. Many 
cannot be substantiated but remain current to this day. 

1. Charles II: King Charles, on his return from exile in Holland, in May 1660, 
was aboard the Naseby, re-named Royal Charles. He is reputed to have 
bumped his head on a low beam in the cabin when responding to a toast. He is 
reputed to have exclaimed: “When I get ashore, I’ll see that my naval officers 
run no such risk, for I will allow them from henceforth to remain sitting when 
drinking my health. 

2. Restoration: The Navy had a large influx of gentlemen volunteers who 
formed a considerable mess. As they were not seamen by upbringing, they 
would have had great difficulty keeping their feet. 
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3. George IV: As Prince Regent, while dining aboard a 
warship, is reputed to have exclaimed as the officers 
rose to drink the King’s health, “Gentlemen, pray be 
seated. Your loyalty is above suspicion.” The Prince was 
at constant variance with the King and favoured the 
Whig Opposition, but it is a matter of speculation as to 
whom their loyalty was directed. The Navy generally 
consider that loyalty to the person of the Sovereign takes 
precedence over political ties. 

4. William IV: While he was Duke of Clarence, he was dining on a man-of-war 
and is also reputed to have bumped his head on a deck beam when he stood 
up.  

Probably more realistic are the following: 

5. It was impossible to stand upright “between decks” except between the 
beams, so consequently only every third person would have been unable to 
stand erect. 

6. The table was often fixed to the deck against a settee, so it would have been 
impossible for half the officers to stand with any degree of dignity. 

All officers must stand if the National Anthem is being played during the toast. 

Officers of the Royal Yacht also stand as a distinction of the honour serving on 
the Yacht. 

In 1966, the Queen extended the privilege to Chief and Petty Officers of the 
Royal Navy. 
 

The Norwich Branch of the Royal Naval Association meet on the second Tues-
day of the month at The Canary Social Club; however during these unprece-
dented times all branch meetings and social events have been suspended until 
further notice. Full membership is available for current and former Naval Ser-
vice personnel including: RN, RM, WRNS, QARNNS, RNR, RMR, RFA, RNXS 
and Associate membership is available for families, friends and anyone who 
supports our Naval Service. 

During these unprecedented times, the branch hosts a monthly branch meet-
ing and is holding regular virtual meetings using Zoom software and will be 
raising a tot to Admiral Lord Nelson on the anniversary of the Battle of Trafal-
gar on 21st October. 

Find them on Facebook or www. rna-norwich.org.uk  

For more information, please visit http://rna-norwich.org.uk/. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RNANorwich/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/RNANorwich 

http://rna-norwich.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/RNANorwich/
https://twitter.com/RNANorwich
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Hethersett Matters 
WE regularly feature scams in this publication. In this edition we look at 

some of the latest to avoid. This column is put together in partnership with 
Norfolk Trading Standards and Norfolk Police. Anyone concerned about 
possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk can contact them through their 
partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 

1133. 
 

Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a Norfolk Trusted Trader. To 
search our directory and read feedback from their customers visit 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader 

Telephone cold calls regarding ‘loft insulation’  

We are warning residents about telephone cold calls regarding loft insulation. 

This follows a report from a Norfolk resident who received a call during which 
the cold caller asked various questions about the property's insulation and 
made various references to ‘Government grants’ and ‘green schemes’. The call-
er then attempted to make an appointment for a ‘surveyor’ to visit. 

Our advice is always be very wary of any approach made in a telephone cold 
call and never give or confirm any personal details or agree to someone visiting 
your home if approached in this manner. 

If you need advice about cold calling or have agreed to a visit during a cold call, 
contact us through our partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on free-
phone 0808 223 1133. 

Emails claiming to be from the ‘HM Courts and Tribunals Ser-
vice’ about an unpaid ‘Penalty Charge Notice’  

We are warning residents about emails circulating claiming to be from the HM 
Courts and Tribunals Service after receiving a number of reports. 

The email claims the recipient has driven on a road that has a charging scheme 
and as such a penalty is payable. However the email does not give details of 
the vehicle, the location, nor the date or time of the incident. 

These emails are not genuine. If you receive the same or a similar email, do 
not click the link. This is a phishing scam designed to steal your personal infor-
mation and money. There is likely to be a number of variations of this email in 
circulation. 
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Hethersett Matters 
If you receive this, or a similar email, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk 

Doorstep cold callers offering ‘garden work’  

We are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving reports of two men 
cold calling offering ‘garden work’. 

This follows an incident where an elderly resident paid £120 to two cold callers 
who then did a few minutes' work, which was completed to a very poor standard, 
before they were seen to leave in a grey Citroen van. 

Our advice is never deal with cold callers looking to do work on or around your 
property. 

It is possible these rogue traders could move on to other areas around Norwich 
and Norfolk. 

Could your community help stop doorstep cold callers from targeting vulnerable 
people by becoming a No Cold Calling Zone? To find out more about the 
scheme or to apply visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/nccz. 

Doorstep Cold Callers offering ‘green energy products’ 

We are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving reports of doorstep 
cold callers. 

In the incident, a resident received a doorstep cold call from a man who stated 
that ‘the Government wants to cut carbon emissions down to zero’. At this point 
the resident asked the cold caller to leave their property and reported the cold 
call. 

Our advice is always be very wary of claims made by doorstep cold callers and 
never give access to your property, agree to services, buy items or agree to re-
turn visits if approached in this manner. 

Anyone concerned about doorstep cold calling in Norfolk can contact us through 
our partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 
1133. 

Online adverts looking for traders to undertake work on prop-
erties 

We are warning residents to be on their guard after a Norfolk resident was 
scammed for £1,400 by a rogue trader. 

The resident reported that, after posting an advert online stating they required 
roofing work, they received a phone call from a man who falsely claimed to rep-

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/business/trading-standards/consumer-advice/no-cold-calling-zones
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resent a genuine out of county business. Three males subsequently arrived in a 
white van and quoted £200 for the work. 

Having gained access to the roof, the men then claimed there was rot present 
which meant the price would increase to £1,400. The men were very persistent 
when demanding payment, stating it required a cash payment up front, even 
suggested they could take the resident to the bank to withdraw cash. 

It is possible these rogue traders could move on to other areas around Norfolk 
and also be responding to other online requests for work. 

Our advice is always think #CHECK when choosing a trader or business to do 
work on your home. 

TV Licences for over 75s  

TV Licensing has started sending letters to anyone aged over 75 asking them to 
either pay for their TV licence or apply for a free one. These letters will include 
your licence number, your title and your last name and they will only ask you to 
pay using the following options: 

By post using the address TV Licensing, PO Box 578, Darlington DL98 1AN 

Online at tvl.co.uk/75pay or tvl.co.uk/75apply 

Over the phone on 0300 790 6151 

It is likely that scammers will use this period to attempt to scam people by send-
ing out fake versions of the information using other communication routes in an 
attempt to gather personal or financial details or to take fraudulent payments. 
 
The National Pensioners Convention are reminding those over to 75 to be aware 
of scams at this time, if you are approached in any of the following ways in re-
gard to TV Licensing it is a scam: 

• Anyone coming to your doorstep 

• Texts offering a free TV licence for a year and asking for your bank details 

• Emails claiming you owe money to the TVLA and to go online to pay it. 
Some emails also state you could go to court if you don’t pay 

• Letters supposedly from Television Licensing saying your details need up-
dating because there is a problem and asking you to go online to enter them 

If you’re unsure about anything, you can call TV Licensing on 0300 790 6117 to 
speak with someone who can help. 

IT has been announced that the writing competition for young people which has 

been so popular over the past couple of years will be held once again this year. We 

will have full details in the next edition of Hethersett Herald. The competition will 

once again be sponsored by local resident Connie Tindale. 

http://tvl.co.uk/75pay
http://tvl.co.uk/75apply


 

Hethersett Herald                  119                   October 2020 

Below are the contact details for people you may want to get in touch with on 
village matters: 

Member of Parliament 

Our MP is Richard Bacon who can be contacted through the following: 

Email - Richard@richardbacon.org.uk. 

Address: Grasmere, Denmark Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4LE. 

Telephone: 01379 642097 

Web site: www.richardbacon.org.uk 

Facebook - Bacon4SouthNorfolk 

Twitter - @Bacon4SNorfolk 

Norfolk County Council 

Our Norfolk County Council representative is David Bills who can be contacted 
on 01603 813041. 

South Norfolk Council 

Our South Norfolk Council representatives are Adrian Dearnley, Phil Hardy and 
David Bills. David can be contacted on 01603 813041 or at dbills@s-
norfolk.gov.uk, Phil on 07985 695668 or at phardy@s-norfolk.gov.uk and Adrian 
on 07957139880.or at adearnley@s-norfolk.gov.uk. 

Hethersett Parish Council 

Clerk to the council Annette Palmer can be contacted on 01603 810915. Parish 
council chairman Adrienne Quinlan can be contacted on 01603 814379. 

The Parish Council usually meets on the third Monday of each month at the Vil-
lage Hall. The planning committee meets on the first and third Monday 
(depending on planning applications). Currently all council meetings are being 
held on the zoom social media platform.  

Agendas of meetings are displayed on village noticeboards at Churchfields, 
Hethersett Library, Hethersett Post Office, the Memorial Playing Field, and Heth-
ersett Village Hall. Copies of minutes are held at the library or are available from 
the clerk. The parish council office is currently closed but will eventually be open 
at the Village Hall (upstairs) on Monday and Thursday mornings between 10 am 
and 12 noon.  

Email: hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Website – hethersettpc.info 

Council/Government Contact Numbers 
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www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 
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The Editor’s Corner 

The following extracts are taken from the editor’s blog on Hethersett and 

other matters which has been running since the beginning of lockdown—

looking at many different areas of village life. The full blog is available at 

www.peterowensteward.weebly.com/blog and also on the Facebook page 

at : https://www.facebook.com/groups/486377568989294/ 

September 6th 

There's nothing like Facebook for whetting the appetite and opening discussions 

Very often I find a Hethersett topic on there that prompts memories, thoughts 
and ideas. 

Yesterday it was a posting from Hethersett Herald Associate Editor Hannah Har-
rison who wrote what I would refer to as a secular eulogy to St Remigius Church. 
The dictionary definition of the word eulogy is: "A speech or piece of writing that 
praises someone or something highly, especially a tribute to someone who has 
just died." 

The word often has religious connotations. So a secular eulogy is a eulogy with 
the religious content omitted. Hannah wrote about her love of the church despite 
not being religious and it certainly struck a chord with me. 

I replied with my thoughts on St Remigius and my involvement with the church 
which amounts to more than I at first thought possible. The church has been at 
the centre of village life for centuries, although its relevance today is less marked 
than in the past. 

I consider myself very much an outsider looking in. I am in no way religious and 
have never worked out just how and why I am drawn to the parish church. It 
probably has something to do with the beauty of the building - standing as an 
isolated sentinel at the approach to the village but set apart to suggest its im-
portance. 

And of course it has been in existence longer than virtually anybody or anything 
connected with the village - well over 1,000 years in fact. 

I think one of the attractions of the church is the variety of what has taken place 
there over the years and the place it holds in the modern history of our family. 

Our youngest son was married there. Our grandchildren were christened there 
and our first grandchild who was stillborn is buried there. 
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The Editor’s Corner 

We have had events of joy (weddings, christenings, Christmas services, talks, 
concerts, flower shows and art displays and even an Abba tribute evening when 
we all danced in the aisles). There have been events of great sadness 
(funerals) and much more as well. There have been events with the sun stream-
ing through the windows and others with the wind whistling and the rain driving 
making it feel more like something from Wuthering Heights. 

Over the years I have got to know many people through the church and events 
held there. 

And a few years ago I created an index of those buried in the churchyard. Many 
of those buried played an important part and made important contributions to 
Hethersett. 

Recently I wrote a piece for the local Media and the Hethersett Herald about the 
continual struggle to keep the church open - costing over £1,500 every week. 

So without being religiously inclined I am strangely drawn to the church. 

September 8th 

I had a number of comments following my blog about selling refreshments etc 
on the Memorial Playing Field and I would like to develop this a little. 

For many years I was a trustee of the playing field and my aims were quite sim-
ple 1/ to aid the effective running of the playing field 2/ to help achieve a new 
pavilion on the playing field and 3/ to see the field become a focal and vibrant 
centre for Hethersett life. 

I stopped being a trustee a few years ago following an incident that led to 
threats to both myself and my family that I weren't prepared to put up with. This 
had nothing to do with my support of the playing field or the trustees or parish 
council. I am as supportive as ever of what goes on there and believe that the 
trustees and the parish council are doing a wonderful job. 

My remarks about refreshments were aimed at the future post-Covid days when 
we really can return to normal. I am certain that the present pavilion is nowhere 
near good enough to sustain what is happening on the park at the present time. 
Just look at all those who are using the field - the footballers, the senior cricket-
ers, the bowls club, the croquet club, cycle speedway, the basketball and kick 
wall, the children's play area, the table tennis table, the dog walkers, the run-
ners/walkers and much more. 

On Saturdays and Sundays the place is awash with colour and people enjoying 
a whole variety of pursuits. When Covid is consigned to the trashcan of viruses 
and we have a new pavilion it will give the opportunity to become even more of 
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The Editor’s Corner 

a social hub by serving refreshments and providing yet another excellent facility 
for the community.  

The Memorial Field is already a wonderful asset to the pavilion and over the 
coming years that asset will hopefully improve even more. 

I currently have over 160 people signed up to my daily blogs on Facebook and 
would love to increase this number to over 200. If you would like to read my dai-
ly blogs please go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/486377568989294/ and 
ask to join. 

Yes It’s Coming 

A reminder that as of 1st October there are just 86 days to Christmas. This fes-

tive sign was on the entrance to the Queen’s Head. We will keep you informed 

on how the pandemic will affect Christmas in our village. 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs with Connie Tindale 

The North Wind Doth Blow 

OCTOBER has arrived with a plethora of falling leaves but a lull in the howl-
ing gales that caused flooding and destruction at the end of September. I 
have to admit to praying for the end of what I saw as yet another drought 
and was longing for rain.   

Be careful what you wish for as it came down in torrents. This was devastat-
ing for young wildlife that might have been seeking warmth and a dry bed. 
Much of the food that I put out each night was ignored or ruined by flooded 
food dishes, the wind having blown away any covering. 

The last month for us was again one of joy and sorrow. With a few excep-
tions, the hoglets that came in were either in extremis or badly injured and 
suffering from fly strike. I am able to remove most of the eggs from between 
the spines with a toothbrush but if they have already hatched and invaded a 
body eating it alive then there is little I can do.   

We had one come in that I could only make comfortable and wait for the in-
evitable. When I went to remove its body from its hutch the next morning my 
hand disappeared inside its chest and stomach and a thousand tiny mag-
gots emerged.   

It was ghastly and I felt a total failure. Nature will take its course and, alt-
hough I hate flies and maggots, I have to admit that they do an excellent job 
of clearing away those that nature has reclaimed as its own. Had this little 
hog died in a ditch its body would have been devoured within hours.   

Another little one (150 gm) had faced its mortal enemy in the shape proba-
bly of a playful dog who had picked it up by its head, shaken it and thrown it 
to one side. This left it with two nasty wounds on its head and one beneath 
its chin plus a badly damaged leg.   

Sadly, the bigger animal had not damaged it enough to kill it immediately 
and, when we saw it, it was thickly covered in ticks and fly eggs. When little 
ones are grabbed in this way the grabber’s teeth have usually entered its 
skull and there is then nothing that can be done to save it.   

On a brighter note, we had several bigger hogs who only needed a few days 
TLC before they were released, two into my garden and others back where 
they were found.   

We have ‘Tuttles’ in care, so called because he was found running down 
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Hethersett Hedgehogs 

Tuttles Lane in daylight. The hedges are being removed at the rugby 
ground in Tuttles Lane and it could well have found itself homeless. Thank-
fully it was seen by a wonderful couple who rescued it and brought it in. It 
was only a baby at around 250 gm but bigger than many of the other babies 
that come in.   

At first it was very frightened and would not eat. Its poo was inspected un-
der the microscope but no sign of worms were found but it was treated any-
way just in case. When it decided that it was not going to starve itself to 
death it quickly gained weight. It is not yet big enough to make its own way 
in the world and may be one that we keep all winter, but it is thriving. 

October often brings hoglets that are born so late in the year that they have 
no chance of surviving the winter without extra care. If you see a tiny hoglet 
out and about on its own, please pick it up and get care for it.  

If I can take it I will, but unfortunately I cannot come and collect it. The 
RSPCA or PACT are able to collect animals and Hallswood Animal Sanctu-
ary is often able to help out.   

Please be very careful when tidying up your garden this autumn. It only 
takes a few minutes to check the area before you pull out that hedge or 
strim that rough patch. Our hedgehogs are precious and there are so few of 
them. Let’s see if we can get more of them through the winter. 

     Autumn juveniles have insufficient time to pack on the pounds before 
winter. 
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WE are looking to improve and expand our groups and societies section. 

If you would like your organisation to be featured in Hethersett Herald 

please contact the editor via e-mail at petersteward@lineone.net. 

Reports of events and meetings can also be sent to the above email ad-

dress.  

The deadline for copy is the 15th of each month. Hethersett Herald is 

published on or around the first day of each month via the web site  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Announcement of publication is also made on social media plat-

forms including Facebook, Twitter and Next Door. You can also be 

notified via e-mail. 

If you enjoy reading Hethersett Herald please pass details on. 

Please Get In Touch 

If you have any stories or information you would like to see in the Heth-

ersett Herald, please get in touch with us. You can find the contact de-

tails elsewhere in this edition. 

Groups and Societies 
Due to the current pandemic, groups and societies have shut down for the 

foreseeable future although we know that many are using social media 

platforms such as Zoom to have impromptu meetings. We will be expand-

ing and improving our groups and societies section once the pandemic is 

over and meetings can re-start (please see the notice below). 
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Have You Missed Out ? 

YOU can catch up on previous editions of 

the Hethersett Herald by going to  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com   

and following the links. Hethersett Herald 

is an independent publication for news, 

views and features about Hethersett and general articles written by residents. 

It is currently available only online. If you have news or would like to be fea-

tured in Hethersett Herald contact editor Pfeter Steward on  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Groups and Societies 

Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club 

Cringleford and Hethersett Flower Club has cancelled all of its scheduled meet-

ings for the remainder of 2020: “We are very sad about this, but know it is the 

best thing to do in the circumstances and hope that you will not be too disap-

pointed.,” said organiser Jenny Walpole. 

The club hopes to be back in the New Year and has already organised meet-

ings for January and February. On Monday 25th January Jacquie Aldous will be 

entertaining with the subject “Encore—The Autograph Collection.” 

On Monday 22nd February Pat Barton will be presenting “Where In The 

World?” 

The meetings will take place in Hethersett Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
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News From The Garden 
THE weather has been mixed this September 
with dry spells and some much needed rain.  
The lawns have picked up and the grass has 
grown well. The hanging baskets are showing signs of age but, with regular wa-
tering and dead heading, we can keep them going a little longer  At this time of 
year there is always so much to do in the garden, here we make some more 
suggestions for jobs which we can be getting on with during October. 

In the Flower Garden 

• Continue to feed and deadhead hanging-baskets and container plants - 
they will often keep going until the first frosts. 

• Keep deadheading annuals and perennials to extend their performance. 

• Clear up fallen rose leaves to prevent diseases such as black spot from 
over-wintering. To avoid the spread of damaging fungi, don't compost the 
leaves. 

• Cut back perennial plants that have died down.  Alternatively leave the 
dead foliage in place to shelter friendly wildlife.  

• Lift Dahlia tubers, Begonia tubers and Gladioli corms to store dry over the 
winter months. Remove any dead foliage before storing them.   

• Prune climbing and rambling roses once they've finished flowering and tie 
in the stems before autumn winds cause damage. 

• This month is the ideal time to plant hedges and move trees and shrubs.  

 

In the Vegetable Garden 

• Finish harvesting beans and peas.  When they've finished cropping simp-
ly cut the plant away at ground level, leaving the roots in the soil.  These 
crops fix nitrogen which is slowly released into the soil as the roots break 
down.  

• Harvest squashes and pumpkins before the first frosts. They quickly turn 
mushy if left outside. 

• When you harvest your cabbages, leave the root in the ground and make 
a cut across the stem to encourage a flush of smaller leaves. 

• Hang any tomato or pepper plants with green fruits upside down indoors 
to ripen. 

With Roger Morgan 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/plants/annuals/basket-and-container-annuals
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/flower-bulbs/dahlia-tubers
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/flower-bulbs/begonia-tubers
https://search.thompson-morgan.com/search?w=gladiolus
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/popular-plants/roses/climbing-roses
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-seeds/pumpkin-squash-and-courgette-seeds
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-seeds/brassica-and-leafy-green-seeds
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• Continue the autumn clean-up. Remove any old crops that have finished 
and clear away weeds to leave your plot clean and tidy for the winter. 

• Protect autumn cauliflower heads from frost by wrapping the outer leaves 
around them and securing with string. Alternatively use a cloche or fleece.  

• Cut back yellowing asparagus foliage to within 5 cm of the ground.  

• Re-use old grow bags by cutting away the top and sowing late salad 
crops.  Cropping can be extended into winter if grown under glass, cloch-
es or polytunnels. 

In the Fruit Garden 

• Clear the straw from around the base of strawberry plants to increase ven-
tilation. Shear back old foliage to encourage fresh new growth.  

• To test when apples are ripe, gently lift them in the palm of your hand or 
give them a gentle pull - they should come away easily.  

• Pick off rotting fruits from pear, apple and plum trees - they will spread 
disease if left on the tree. 

• Divide congested clumps of rhubarb by digging up and splitting into sever-
al pieces with a spade. Re-plant the healthiest looking pieces. 

• Move citrus trees indoors to a bright, frost free position (4-12°C) away 
from cold draughts and radiators. Reduce watering in winter but don't let 
the plant dry out completely. 

• Wrap grease bands around the trunks of apple trees to trap winter moth 
females whose caterpillars shred spring flowers.  

• Cut back the fruited canes of your summer raspberries, if you haven't al-
ready, leaving the new green canes for next year's crop. Tie in next year's 
raspberry canes to support wires or fencing. 

• Apply a winter wash to the trunks and branches of fruit trees to kill off over
-wintering pests. 

Other jobs 

• Clear up fallen leaves regularly to allow light to the grass. 

• A last mowing can be made this month before leaving your lawn for the 
winter. 

• Aerate your lawn with a garden fork to avoid waterlogging and compaction 
over winter. 

• Re-use spent compost from annual container displays as a mulch on the 
garden. 

https://search.thompson-morgan.com/search?w=autumn%20cauliflowers&asug=
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-plants/asparagus
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-seeds/salad-seeds
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/garden-grow-3m-x-2m-polytunnel/G2184TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/fruit/fruit-trees/apple-pear-trees
https://search.thompson-morgan.com/search?w=plum%20trees
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/fruit/fruit-plants/rhubarb-crowns
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/fruit/fruit-trees/citrus-trees
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/fruit/fruit-plants/raspberry-plants
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• Collect leaves up for making leaf mould as a soil conditioner. Oak, alder 
and hornbeam will rot down in a year but beech, sycamore, horse chest-
nut and sweet chestnut take a couple of years to compost. 

• Check stored potatoes and remove any that are rotting. Use hessian 
sacks to store your potatoes as this allows the crop to breathe. 

• Use the last of the dry weather to paint sheds and fences with preserva-
tive before the winter arrives. 

• Make time to give evergreen hedges a final trim before the bad weather 
sets in, so they look neat and tidy for the winter. 

• Raise pots off the ground for 
the winter with bricks or 'pot 
feet’, to prevent waterlogging. 

News from the Allotment 

Most of the crops from the allotment 
have now been harvested. The pota-
toes, onions and garlic bulbs have all 
been stored in bags that allow the air 
to flow.   

The excess French and runner 
beans have been frozen and the 
plums have been made into jam and 
chutney. The chickpeas have been 
collected and dried ready for storage.  

The leeks are ready for pulling and 
the celery and broccoli are growing 
well. The plot is being dug and an 
area is being prepared for planting 
over wintering onion sets. 

More from Roger next month. 

 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/hessian-potato-sacks/zww2101TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/buildings-and-fencing/garden-sheds
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/top-10-evergreen-shrubs
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Where To Eat In Hethersett 

Church Farm Shop and Tea Rooms -  

Norwich Road (B1172). Telephone 01603 814151 

Open Mondays to Saturdays 9 am to 5 pm. Closed on Sundays. 

Janey’s Village Café -  

32A Mill Road. Telephone 01603 811234. e-mail - janeyd11@yahoo.co.uk. 

Hethersett Queen’s Head -  

12 Norwich Road. Telephone 01603 810226. 

Food served Monday to Thursday 11.45 am to 2 pm (lunch) and 6-8.30 pm 
(evening meal). Friday and Saturday 11.45 am to 2.15 pm and 5.30 to 9.30 pm. 
Sunday carvery sittings at midday and 2 pm. Evening meals 5 to 8.30 pm. 

Park Farm Hotel 

On the B1172 at Hethersett. NR9 3DL. Telephone 01603 810264. e-mail 
enq@parkfarm-hotel.co.uk. 

Park Farm is a luxury country hotel with spa and fitness facilities and a number 
of places to eat throughout the day. For more information visit their website at 
https://www.parkfarm-hotel.co.uk. 

Café Kin 

Rowan House, Queen’s Road, Hethersett. 

The latest edition to Hethersett coffee culture, Café Kin is part of the Rowan 
House Health and Well Being complex on Queen’s Road. Food and coffee 
served during the day from 8 am until 2.45 pm Mondays to Fridays. 

                         *                              *                            * 

You will also find a variety of eating outlets close to the Thickthorn Services ar-
ea off the B1172. These are technically in Hethersett, although they are two 
miles form the village centre.  

Outlets include Greggs, Burger King, Subway and McDonalds and there is also 
a petrol station and Travelodge. 

During the pandemic please check with the individual outlets. Many of 
them are now opening different hours from the above and some are 
providing a takeaway service. 
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Hethersett Herald 
HETHERSETT Herald is published electronically towards the end 

of each month via the Hethersett Village web site at  

www.hethersettherald.weebly.com 

Hethersett Herald is a non profit making and independent publica-

tion providing news, views and information about Hethersett. It 

has no affiliation to any specific group, organisation or political 

party. Views expressed in Hethersett Herald are those of individu-

al authors and not necessarily the views of the volunteers or the 

editor. 

Information, reports and photographs are always welcome. These 

can be e-mailed to petersteward@lineone.net. Everyone who 

works or contributes to Hethersett Herald does so on a voluntary 

and unpaid basis. We are happy to hear from anyone who would 

like to help us increase and improve our coverage of village life. 

Herald Team 

Editor - Peter Steward—petersteward@lineone.net 

Associate Editors - Roger Morgan and Hannah Harrison. 

Regular Columnists - Connie Tindale, Penelope Brown, Dale Ev-

ans, Sarah Lawrence and John Head. 

Proof Editor - Gary Wyatt. 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this edition of Hethersett 

Herald. If you have enjoyed reading this e-magazine please pass on de-

tails to friends and relatives so that we can increase our readership. 

To contact us e-mail petersteward@lineone.net. 
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The following are just some of the regular events taking place in Heth-
ersett. If you have an event you would like to see featured in Hethersett 
Herald, please send details including its date, time and venue to the follow-
ing email address:  

petersteward@lineone.net 

Please note that many of these events will not be taking place at present 
due to Coronavirus. We have decided to keep this page active in order to 
inform residents of what is available to them once the epidemic is over. 

Regular Events: 

Hethersett Croquet Club meets on the Memorial Playing Field from 2.30 
pm on Wednesday and Saturdays during the summer. 

Hethersett Methodist Church Art and Craft Group meets in the Meth-
odist Church Hall from 10 am on Wednesdays. Further details available 
from Tina Greenhalgh on 01603 810364. 

Hethersett Table Tennis Club meets in Hethersett Methodist Church 
Hall from 7 pm on Fridays. 

Hethersett Methodist Church Shoppers’ Coffee takes place on Satur-
days from 10.30 am until midday. 

First Steps pre-school Group meets in Hethersett Village Hall on Tues-
days from 10 am during school term time. 

The Heart of Hethersett Bereavement Group meets in the lounge of 
Woodcote Sheltered Housing complex from 5.30 to 6.30 pm on alternate 
Tuesdays. All welcome, light refreshments available free of charge.  

Hethersett Dementia Support Group’s monthly café takes place in 
Hethersett Methodist Church Hall from 10 am until midday every third 
Tuesday. There is also a social morning meeting on the first Tuesday of 
each month from 10 until 11.30 am. 

Hethersett Short Mat Bowls Club plays two sessions each week in 
Hethersett Village Hall. The first is on Tuesday afternoons from 2.15 pm 
for a 2.30 pm start and the second is on Friday evenings at 7.15 pm for 
a 7.30 pm start. 

In the light of the Coronavirus epidemic we have suspended our 
normal What’s on listings. The listings will be re-introduced once 
groups and societies begin meeting again. 

Hethersett Herald What’s On 
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Hethersett Social Club  

Hethersett Social Club re-opened on 14th August but with restrictions in 
place.  

The new opening hours will be as follows: 

Monday - Closed 
Tuesday - Closed 
Wednesday - Closed 
Thursday - Closed 
Friday - 5 pm to 10 pm (last orders 9.30 pm) 
Saturday - 4-10 pm  (last orders 9.30 pm) 
Sunday –2-6 pm  
 
For more information on club activities telephone 01603 811195 or visit 
the official website at:: www.hethersettsocialclub.co.uk 

Check Out Facebook Pages 

Lockdown restrictions may have been eased but there is still a need to 

be kept informed on the up-to-date situation. There are a number of vil-

lage Facebook pages that will do just that. The best page to view is the 

All Things Hethersett site which has over 3,000 members and includes 

numerous postings from residents throughout the day. 

There is also a Hethersett Facebook page and a Hethersett Herald page. 

Just pop along to Facebook and search for them. 


